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PREFACE. 




An attentive obferver of mankind mad To 
frequently have been difappointedi by writers 
who take public afiairs in hand^ as to be likely 
to receive this performance with an expe^tion 
of its affording him, fome new proof of weak-* 
tie& and vanity* It muft often have occurred 
Co fuch a perfoBf diat men in the obfcureft 
fituations^ and of the mod confined capacity^ 
will be fmitten with a paffion for fistUng tha 
woHdy or the Church to rishtsj and conceive 
themfelves capable of fuch an undertaking, 
while it b notorious, perhaps, that their 
own immediate province, though of fmall 
dimenfions, is in thegreatefl.diforden 

The book now before the ieader was written 
under fuch an imprefTion of thb prepofterouf« 
»€&, as to lead the writer often to ezamina 
bianfelf; and to take care, that he was not 
impofed on by his own heart, or the forward 
^irit of the rimes, to go out of his proper 
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line. And though he is not fure, that after 
all he is not deceived into an attempt for 
which he is unqualified ; yet the coniideration 
abovementioned has certainly had one efFe6l: 
it has made him careful to avoid all arrogance 
of behaviour, and all unchriflian temper, in 
the delivery of his opinions. He hopes, 
therefore, that his behaviour will fecure to 
him, the credit of good intention; and that 
if his attempt be condemned, he himfelf will 
come off with this mild verdi6l, * that he has 
^ committed a pardonable weaknefs/ 

There m as another thing, that di6lated the 
ftudious obferyance of becoming temper. It 
feemedexpedient, from the quality of fome fub- 
jefts with which the author has concerned him- 
felf, that his publication Ihould be anonymous. 
This circumftance laid him under an extraordi- 

* ft 

nary obligation to behave well. It is difficult to 
find an apology for difrefpeftful language, 
under any circumftances : if it can at all be 
excufed, it is, when he who utters it lets us 
know from whom it comes ; but he who dares 
to ufe it, and yet dare not put his name to the 
abufe, gives us reafon to conclude, that his 
cowardice is equal to his infolencej 






The reader perhaps may hereafter think,' 
that thefe implied pledges of decorum in what 
is to follow, are forgotten in Ibme parts of 
the work; where opinions may feem to be 
uttered in too di6tatorial a manner. But 
this could not b« avoided, without adopting 
a tamenefs of expreffion : and * to be fre- 
quently apologi2dng for it, would have given 
the work a difgufting caft of fervility. This 
manner, however, does certainly require- fome 
apology; and it is here made once for all, 
by dating the impoffibility of invariably 
avoiding the fault, without committing a 
greater. 

It is hoped likewifc, that if things evi* 
dently bad in themfelves, and of injurious 
tendency to mankind, be mentioned in term^ 
cxpreflrve of fome degree of indignant feeling, 
this will not be coniidered as any violation of 
becoming temper. To fpeak of fuch things 
in extenuating terms, is neither virtue, nor 
piety, nor patriotifm; and leaft of all is it to 
be called benevolence, though fometimes 
honoured with that name* The law of kind* 
nets, does not require us, to call libertinifm, 
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a foible; or robbery, an indifcretion; or to 
let tbofe who are charged with the ponferva* 
tion of a nation's healthy go off with the 
common falvo of human imperfe6lion, whem 
they permit infe6led goods or perfons to go 
into the city» and introduce ^^ wide^^wafting 
** peftilence/' Thefe are great crimes; and 
he who fpeaks of them in palliating language^ 
transfers to himfelf, a portion of that guilt b# 
attempts to extenuate^ 

The good of mankind, therefore, forbidding 
this falfe candour, the author muil be per* 
mitted to fpeak of evil things in fuch terms, 
a^ may tend to beget a proper fenfe of their 
nature. Yet in animadverting on thofe who 
commit themt he trufts, he (hall not forget 
that he is a fallen creature himfelf; and that 
he ihaU be preferved from exerqifing an undui^ 
degree pf feverity toward them, by the re^ 
coUe&ion of his own need of niercy. He 
will pay attentbn to ih9t fine remonflraace of 
pur great dramatift; 

^ Alas! Alas! 

# 

^ Whjj idl the fouls fliat were^ were forfeit ODce{ 
V' AaA He dmt |i%hl tli§ 'vaiitKce btft ^ve too)^ 
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^ Faudl oat die ramedj: How^ wooU jon bc^ 
•' If He, which is the top of judgment, ihould 
^ Bot judge you, as you u^\ Oh, dibk od that, 
^ And mercy then will breathe within your lips.*^ 

To afiign fo large a portion of a public 
cation profefling to have a general defign^ 
to the cafe of a particular clais of clergymen^ 
called evangelical minifters, as is done in 
the following pages, may create a fufpicion 
in fome minds, that the main defign of this 
publication, is, to make the beft of their 
caufe. To this it may be replied, that if 
fuch were the author's defign, he knows 
not what purpofe it could anfwer to profe- 
Cttte it in fo iniidious a way. His country, 
he believes, would liften to any thing refped* 
fully ofiered, that an apologiil had to fay in 
their behalf; and would like the avowed ad- 
vocate much better than the difguifed par« 
tiian ; whom, after all, they would difcover^ 
through every art of concealment. For the 
clients likewife^ it would be more advanta- 
geous to fpeak avowedly in their behalf, tlum 
to do otherwife. The defencet having its 
de£gn on the fiice of it, would be fevouxaUy 
received; ofiered with a fidfe title^ it would 
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be rcjefted as a trick. In fuch high eftima- 
t*ion is honefty among Britons. 

^ Bat the fa6l is, that the author^s mind will 
no more fufiet him to take up the caufe of 
thefe clergymen in the grofs, than it will 
to condemn them indifcriminately. Yet 
confide ring the earneftnefs by. which they 
are diftinguiihed, and knowing that much 
jnifreprefentation concerning them is in cir- 
culation ; he wais defirous of giving the public 
correfl information about a body of men, 
who from their iituation as well as character, 
eould be no indifferent objeds of confide- 
ration, in an enquiry into the means of 
refloring the decaying intercfls of religion. 

The performance of this tafk could not 
be comprifed within the limits of a few pages. 
It^ required the confideration of feveral doftri- 
nal points of great importance in the fyftem 
of Chriftianity, the examination of feveral 
different charges, and the indu6:ion of no 
fmaU quantity of hiflorical matter, to give 
iuch ati account to the pubhc, as (hould enablf 
It to judge rightly ita the cafe: 
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' The intention of this part of the work, is, 
to apprize mankind, that there exifts * a dif- 
tinfiion between perfons, who are defignated 
bj a common appellation ; that among thofe 
who are called Evangelical minifters, there ' 
are fober thinkers, as well as enthuiiafts ; or- 
derly clergymen, as well as irregular ones ; 
found fcholars, as well as fuperficial declaimers ; 
lovers of peace and union, as well as litigious 
controvertifts. To exempt thofe from the 
ban of traduflion, whofe end is worthy of 
their profeflion^ and whofe meafures for ob- 
taining that end are unexceptionable ; is the 
whole of what will be attempted, when this 
clais of clergymen is under coniideration. 

Of this diftin6lion, it appears to be the 
endeavour of fome writers, (with what inten- 
tion let their judge* determine) to obliterate 
every mark by which it might be difcovered. 
The charaflerof the pious clergyman, devoted 
to the profperity of the national church and 
the welfare of his flock, cannot be greatly 
affected, among his parilhioners, by this pro- 
cedure. Tbey who ^^ know the man and his 
^^ cofDmunication,*' will not confound his 
affidttity, with the zeal of a profely ting fefbtry. 



The unproved aflertions of an anonjmoos 
writer^ will ^veigh nothing againft the humn 
chantry and unmaiked proceedings, of the 
man who lives under their eye. Nor will 
they be perfuaded fo far to diftniil their own 
fenfes, as to believe^ on the affirmation of 
nobody knows who, that in that -place of 
worlhtp which they conftantly attend » there 
are means ufed to propagate any thing di(« 
ferent from what the Church of England 
requires of her members, if it be not really fo« 

But on the public mind, this confounding 
of things that materially differ, may have a 
mifchievous efied. It tends to bring that 
eamednefs into difrepute, which, in the prefent 
declining (late of religion, is requifite to pre- 
vent a further departure from the fpirit and 
pra^ice of Chrillianity. The public good, 
therefore, requires, that fome means be ufed, 
for putting mankind upon judging for them* 
felves, of that individual who comes before 
them in the character of a Cbriftian miniiler ; 
and for guarding them againft thole, who, 
whether from Sadducean principles, want of 
information, or mifguided aeal, may lead them 
to mifconceive of thofe endeavours, which are 
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direddd folely to tb^ir good. Let them trf 
the clergyman in whofe chara^r they hava 
any intereftt by what they hear from hu own 
lips, and fee in his own adtions, compared 
with the Bible and the common Prayer Book. 
Jjet them believe neither the nameleft pamph* 
leteer, who reports him as an enemy ; nor the 

fe^ryt ^h^ ™^7 claim him for a friend# 
JjBt them neither conftrue a oafual coiqcidenct 
with thofe who are in fault, into a proot' of 
entire affinity y nor form their determination 
by a fingle circumftance, where many con* 
^derations ought to be taken into account { 
and the purpofe of the author, relative to the 
dergy called Bvangelical minifters, will be 
linfwered. 

By fuch a kind of examination, (bme who 
bear this name moft be rejed«d. But if theie 
be one approved chara6ler to be found m the 
mais, let it be remembered, that if ^e be 
ffjefiled hkewife, it will be to the public 
detrieaent. The times are fuch, as to demand 
» ferious attention to the obfervation of the 
Roman orator, in our treatment of fuch 
dergymen aa are zealous in their duties: 
^ aofl f^bun mimteudm wm^Junt ausilia qua 
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^. hahemus ; fed etiam nota, Jt fieri pojfity 
" conrparanda .^^ 

In the conrfe of his details, the author has 
not limited himfelf to mere narration, but has 
intermingled obfervations on the fubjefts 
ti^hich fell in his way. This he has done, not 
with any wi(h to perpetuate controverfy, but 
rather to allay it. And glad will he be to 
fucceed in his humble endeavour, to bring 
pious men on different fides to view each other 
with good will, as purfuing the fame worthy 
ends, though not agreed about the means of 
adcompliftiing them. With this defign, he 
bad likewife a view to young clergymen, whom 
he wiftied to * guard againft the influence of 
party writers. This twofold intention, has 
led to a greater enlargement, on fome points, 
than would otherwife have^been neceflary. 

Defirous of leaving the r^der in no doubt, 
as to what it is that the author really wifhes to 
promote, he has gone into many particulars, 
and taken advantage of feveral things pailing 
in the religious world, in order to make that 
as evident as pofTible. The reader m^y judge 
from the Iketch of a revival in religion, what 
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that (late of fociety is, which the autho^ 
wilhes to fee. From many paflages in tha^ 
part of the work which is addrefTed to the 
public at large, he may in fome degree afcer- 
tain the author's ideas of clerical excellence. 
What remains to make up a complete know- 
ledge of his ientiments on this important 
.syrticle, will be found in the Addrefs to Young 
Clergymen. To thofe who may quedion the 
propriety of his concerning himfelf fb much 
with the latter fubjefl;, he has only to obferve, 
that being himfelf a Clergyman of the Church 
of England, he has the fan6lion of a great 
philofopher, for this part of his cbndufl. It 
was the opinion of Lord l^acon, that men 
would ferve the public good, by writing on 
their own profeffions ; provided, they did not 
" magnify them to excefs */* 

Some of our Diflenting Brethrcn will 
probably accufe the author of being un- 
equal; — that at one time, he feems to be 
of the mod candid difpoiition toward them; 
jv^ but aften^ard, to forget himfelf, and become 

too high a Churchman. In truth, he is the 
fame man, in every paflfage that has any re- 
ference to them. In all .fuch of their pro- 

* Advancement of Learning. 



cee£itgA as ftre finip^j chriitian, he is onA 
with them* Bat when either they, or otherSi 
are doing that which tends to weaken thfe 
iaiatary force of oar ecclefiaftical eftabliOi- 
menty (whether wilfully or inadvertently), he 
thinks it his duty to give notice, that they 
are a6ling againft the good of the whole. 
And to him, this feems juft Mfhkt it ought 
to be: If there were more of the Church* 
man than this, in what he faid refpe^ing 
Diflenters, it would in his account be hw 
gotry; If lefs, it would be indifl&rence to 
the eftabliftiment; a ilate of mind for which 
he by no means wilhes to be commended. 
But he will not be thus difapproved^ by alt^ 
who dilTent from the eftabhihrnent There 
are among them, men who will underftand 
hun; who will perceive, that with his honeft 
attachment to his own Church, he defires 
the fpiritual profperity of all other Churches; 
and difcerning this, Uiey will, with the moft 
eordial wiihes for the fuccefs of his work, 
commend it to the divine blefling. This he 
eameftly defires : for he fets a high vahie on 

the prayen of good men. 

» 

After all tbe pains he hat takeD, to rendw 
9 
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thb performance both ufeful and acceptable ; 
to avoid error in all his Aatements, to cenfare 
nothing but what is evil, and to do even Chat, 
as inoflfenfively as poffible ; he mufl; confefs, 
that he. does not fend it forth without a 
peafive.imprefljon of the weaknefs of humap 
reafon^ and the (Irength of human paffions* 
Nor is it in others only, but in himfelf like«. 
wife, that he apprehends, fome proofs of both 
win be difcovered. It is highty probable, 
that when his performance comes to be exa- 
mined by another eye, he will be found to 
have mifunderftood, or to hav^ incorrefUy 
ftated fomething. When he further confiders, 
the little fruit that has been produced by the 
writings of thofe who have gone before him 
in endeavours of this kind, though poflef- 
ilng great claims to attention, he expe^ no 
general vote in favour of his publication. Yet 
he hopes to do fome good by it ; and even 
ventures to make fure of the approbation of 
men of a ferious and philanthropic fpirit ; of 
men, who viewing with tender concern the 
indiil^rence toward God that furrounds them, 
are ready to take in good part any endeavour, 
however imperfedly executed, that is made 
for recalling the age to Chriftian piety. 
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And indeed it is with perfons of this cha- 
rad;er, that we have the bed hope of fucceedr 
ing, on religious fubjefb in general. An 
obiervation therefore of Monfieur Pafcal, has 
been both a dire&ion and an incentive to the 
author, in the compofition of his book. He 
has expe6ied no more, than it encourages him 
to look for; and to this extent, he humbly 
hopes, that he (hall not have written in vain : 
** II faut plaire d ceux qui out ks fentimens 
*^ humains et tendres^ et noji aux ames barbares 
** et inhumaines */' 

* PenlSes de Monfieur PafcaL 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE STATE OF THE TIMES WtTH BESPECT 
TO RELIGION CONSIDERED. 



SECnON I. 

On the vijibk Decline of Attendance on Public 

JVorJhip. 

X HERE ia» perhaps^ in minds offended at vice^ 
loo great a difpofition to confider the wickednefs 
of prefent times, as exceeding that of a former 
period. Left an error of this kind (hould be 
committed here, it will be advifeable to confine 
our obfervations to fuch circumftances, as admit 
of little doubt or mifconception. Leaving il^ 
therefore, to better calculators to fay, whether 
the balance on the entire account would be in 
our favour or not; I may fafeiy venture to 
affirm, that with refpefi to one very important 
point of Cbriftian duty, we have confiderably 
declined of late years : it is matter of fa£^ that 
our churches are not fo well attended as they 
formerly were. The entire apparatus of our 
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ecclefiaftical eftablifliment, that admirable adjuft- 
ment for difFufing a fpirit of religion through all 
orders of the (late, is indeed ftill in ufe; but 
feems to be much lefs generally regarded as a 
neceffary provilion for the public good. 

Some perfons now living can remember the 
time, when abfence from church was far from 
being fo common as it is now become. Then 
the more confiderable heads of families were 
generally feen in the boufe of God, with their 
fervants as well as children. Thi« vifible ac- 
knowledgement of the importance of religion had 
a good tSe&, on families of inferior condition : 
the prefence of the merchant and his houihold, 
brought the tradefman and his family; and the 
example of the latter, induced bis journeymen 
and out-door fervants to come to church. But 
this is not a defcription of modern habits. In 
many pews once regularly filled by the entire 
houfliold to which they belonged, it is now common 
to fee only a fmall proportion of the family, and 
often not an individual Two or three of the 
younger branches from the female iide of the houfe 
occafionally attend, with, perhaps^ the naother; 
but without the father, and the fons : the father 
wearied with bulinefs, wants a little relaxation ; 
and to the young men, not fufpefling their want 
of inftruf^ion, a rural excurfion offers fomething 
interefting, while the tranquil fervice of a cburc|i 
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is too tame an occupation for their unexhaufted 
fpirits. Nor among the few who attend public 
worlhip are they always the fame individuals that 
we fee in the houfe of God. So that it does not 
appear to be from deady principle, and Aill lefs 
from the influence of parental authority, thatfom.e 
of the family are occafionally there. The children 
are left to themfelves ; they may go to church if 
they choofe to do fo ; they incur no difpleafure 
from the father, they excite no grief in his bofom, 
if they ftay away. There . is no difreputation 
attaching to abfence. It falls rather upon the 
contrary conduct: any uniform attendance ' on 
divine worlhip being frequently coniidered a mark 
of imbecility, or demurcnefs. 

To account for the thinnefs of our parochial 
congregations, fone alledge, that there is not a 
fufficient quantity of naturally attradive circum- 
fiances in the ordinary fervice^of the church. 
But it is obfervable, that where our liturgy is ufed 
in its grandeft form, the attendance is as far from 
being numerous as it is elfewbere. It might b^ 
expefled, and efpecially in an age in which a tafte 
for mufic fo generally prevails, that in a metropolis 
containing near a million of inhabitants, there 
might be more perfons drawn by the grandeur of 
cathedral worlhip, to the place where it is 
performed, than eould well be accommodated in 
on9 church. The cathedral of London, however, 
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prefenU no fuch fcene. With a numerous attend- 
ance of niinifters, the fineft fpecimens of church* 
muiic, and thefe performed with that effeSt which 
profeffional qualification gives to fuch compoii- 
lions, the feats at St Paul's Cathedral are feldom 
half filled. 

« 

This circumftance may be thought by fome not 
to merit much confideration ; but it ought to have 
a place in the account, as it fcrves to fliow, how 
little hold our church, under any of her forms of 
adminiftratibn, has on the minds of the people ; 
flie is paiTed by with equal indifference; whether 
(he appear drefied in cathedral ftate, or in the 
plainer attire of parochial fervice ! 

But what a difcouraging view of things is this ! 
To fee religion fo fail of interefling a people, as 
not to be able to enfure that cheapefl part of 
piety, an^ attendance on its forms ! If it cannot 
procure this, what other good ^fie3; can it be 
expe6ied to produce ? And if that be inefficient 
in which we muft look for the ^\falt of the earthy^* 
that which alone has virtue to preferve the body 
politic from becoming corrupt in every part, 
what is there to check the influence of deteri- 
orating caufes from without; or to correal the 
charader of a people, having in themfelVes, as 
all mankind are generally acknowledged to hare^ 
a propenfity to evil? To anfwer this queftjon 



we can be at no lofs. It is, alas ! an experimented 
cafe: the clergyman having lefs bufinefs on his 
hands, the lawyer has more; the men who are 
fet apart for affifting the well-difpofed by religious 
counfel, are feldam applied to ; they whofe office 
is derived from the exiilence of crimes^ are 
oppreffed with increafing occupation. 

Of the low fiate of religion among us all 
Chriftian minds muft now have a mod affe6Ung 
impreffion, by adverting to the manner in which 
Sunday pafles in this country with thoufands and 
tens of thoufands. 

Let us turn our attention firft to the drudges of 
the community ; that immenfe multitude of people 
compofed of our day-labourers, porters, carters, 
&C. little thought of as immortal creatures by 
many of their employers ; and to whofe habits 
little regard is paid, provided they are ready when 
wanted to perform that fervice for which they are 
hired; whether gain or pleafure be its obje6l. 
I^t us add to thefCi the yaft numbers of people 
employed on the water; the thoufands of our 
ftreet criers ; the almoft incalculable number of 
artifans and manufa6lurers, all difcharged from 
labour on a Sunday. — How does this vail ooDec* 
tion of beings, having an equal intereft with the 
reft of 'their fpecies in the concerns of religion, 
generally difpofe of a Sunday ? Not on^ in a 
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thoafand of this multitude, perhaps, is there ever 
feen in a place of worfliip ! The interval of reft 
feems to be generally divided bj thefe clafles, 
between floth and hard drinking. Of this, without 
going into their wretched haunt^ we often have 
fufficient indications as we go to the houfe of God, 
by meeting thefe unhappy creatures in the ftreets, 
in the drefs of their working days, and with the 
hagard looks which their debauch has left on their 
features. 

Go to the other extremity of the fcale. Think 
of the entire fireets in the fafbionable part of the 
town, inhabited by people, whofe Sunday fcarcely 
begins till the morning fervice in the churches is 
nearly over ; who fpend the noon in the parks, 
Ihen go home to dine, and difpofe of the reft of 
the day in the drawing-room. 

« 

Take a furvey of another clafs, fituated about 
mid-way between the higheil and the loweft 
orders. Think of the general flocking of the 
better conditioned men of trade into the country 
on a Sunday; the morning confumed in the 
journey, the middle of the day in conviviality, 
the evening in returning to their neglected homes, 
where the uninfpe&ed fervant arrives ju(t time 
enough to open the door to his carelefs mafter. 
Nor is it impertinent to recoiled here, that many 
9f this clafs have their couQtry- houfe in places 



tdb far removed from a church for their family 
to attend public worfliip, had they leifure enough 
on a Sunday for this duty ; which, however, they 
feldom have, on account of the general cuftom 
of having a large party to dinner on that day *• 

* It is painful to recoiled what a fmall portion of the 
Sabbath' goes to religion among many, who fiill retain > a 
ienfe of the obligation to attend public worfhip. A fpecimen 
of a diary, exhibiting the way in which Suhday frequently 
palfes with fuch perfons, though in a condition of life that 
affords fufBcient time for recreation on the working days, 
may imprefs the reader's mind more than an argument op 
the fubjed. 

Sunday^ June 9^h» 
Rojh at 8. 

Watt to hrtakfajt at 9» that we might he in time for church. 
At 10 retired to drefifor church . 
At 1 1 foent to church. Heard an escelknt fermon from the . 

Re3or. 
Got home before 1. 

The carriage ordered. Took a dtlightful airing. 
Called on the Bartktti — and on the Bride and Bridegroom at 

HW'Houfe. 
Sat an hour with Ididy Caroline H. 

Called on Lindhurfij whojhened us his new green houfe. ^ 
lieturned at 4. Had a moft agreeable party at dinner. 
Tea at 7. After whichy the heat of the day being oier^ we had 

a pleafant firole. Much diverted with M*s oddities, 
Vur party ^ayed with us till 10 o'clock. 
Went to bed at 11 j being rather overdone with company* 

I mean not to attempt humour on fo ferious a fubjeA, 
but to let the reader fee at one Tiew how the account 
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What a mafs of people does this contempk* 
tion prefent to us, never coming within the 
a&ion of any thing adapted to the formation of 
religious charadler! and thb in the midft of 
every incentive to vice, every means of unlawful 
pleafure, and the greateft facilities for the per* 
petration of every crime by which private happi-» 
nefs or public fafety may be endangered. '' Great 
cities/' as a learned Prelate has obferved, " have 
been propeijy called the graves of mankind: 
and they may with equal propriety be called the 
fepulchres of virtue ; the nurferies of vice ; the 

ftands. Out of 15 hours, only 2 of them giten to religion ! 
Without infixing on the ftridlneis of a Jewiih Sabhath, let 
it be feriottfly confidered,-^ whether employing only 2 hours 
out of 24 io • a certain way, can with any propriety of 
fpeech be termed keeping a dgy for that purpofe : f Remember 
tkt Sabbatk'dajf to keep it hofy, Exod. xx. 8.)— Whether 
independantly of the particularity with which the fourth 
commandment in the decalogue is worded, (a law for the 
abrogation of which no man can bring a fingle proof from 
Scripture) aU the religious and moral purpofes which in 
reafon can be fuppofed to have been in the view of him 
wba fet apart the day, can in the nature of things be 
aniWered by the iingte aA of attending the morning fervice 
at church ; — whether fuch a wa} of di^ofing of the remainder 
of the day, as I have reprefcuted in the form of a diary, 
be not calculated fo to take the mind off from what waa 
prefented to it at church, as to render attendance on public 
worihip a pradice of little effed to the individual, thou^ 
his example in that aQ is of great iervice to tl^ comoittiiitj. 



kot beds of corruption, ph^fical, political, and 
jDond •." 

But it is not in tliis fituation only that we 

perceive the diminiflied influence of our religious 

inftitutious on the minds of the people. ' Few of 

our villages^ except fuch as lie at a confiderable 

diftance from the great feats of commerce, manu- 

faflure, or falhion, but difcover it In thefe feduded 

' fituations, the refident paftor, who with diligence in 

Jtiis Amnion, aod fuavity of difpofition, pofiefles 

wdignity of chara6ter, may have that authority over 

his flock which (hall be fufficient to fecure a very 

general attendance at church. But in places where 

there is lefs fiipplicity, thefe virtues on the minifter's 

part prove to be a very unequal match for the 

general and long-exifting habits of irreligion which 

prevail Here, as in the populous city, though 

not in equal abundance and variety, we ihall find 

the means of rendering men irreligious ; and thefa 

much more operative than thofe which were in- 

ftituted for a contrary purpofe. Here that bane 

of all order, all moral improvement, all domeftic 

virtues^ the public-houft^ ftands oppofed to the 

ehurch ; and what paifes in the former, countend^ 

to a vaft extent^ whatever is done in the latter. 

* See Uie Biihop of LandaflTs iqapreiEve fermon, praached 
before the members of that excellent infUtutioD, the Society 
for the Supprejiim of Vke^ 
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It is well known to thofe who have attended to 
the habits that prevail in country towns, that in 
thefe fchools of profligacy, as public-houfes may 
generally though not univerfally be characterized, 
the tradefmen, and other inhabitants of the place 
of their own rank, generally pafs the evening 
together ; as do the labourers with their equals. 
This cuftom has the power of a tyrannical 
government in the place ; few having refolution 
enough to refill its inducements; or to fet at 
defiance the contempt (hewn to him who choofes 
to fpend his evenings at home. The influence it 
has in forming the chara^er of a neighbourhood 
is amazingly great I need not ftate all the evils, 
of which it is produftive : it will be fufficient to 
(how, the prodigious force with which it a€ts^ 
againfi; all endeavours for the formation of re* 
ligious character. 

It fnatches from them, whom the occupations 
of the day indifpofe for ferious refleftion, the 
only feafon when it is likely to come unfolicited. 
In the quiet bofom of his family, the wearied 
tradefman or labourer, would perhaps think a 
little in the evening of fomething relating tb 
God, or his own foul. He toigbt liften ere he 
went to reft to a chapter of the Bible, read by 
one of his children. But the attrafidons ' of 
company leave h'im no fuch falutary interval. 
His evening is filled up with noify mirth, or with 
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converfation by which he learns neither to be ft 
good fubjeft, or a ferious Chriftian : for if either 
politics, or religion, be the topic, all that he 
acquires is contained in a (hrewd objection, with 
which fome popular corrupter of public opinion 
has furniihed the company ; and which from its 
impoGng nature ferves to disaffed; h[B mind to 
government, or make him regard religion as, A 
joggle. 

This cuftom is fometimes defended on the plea 
of its promoting geod neighbourhood. But the 
argument muit have little force with them, who 
know how common it is for men to quarrel in 
their cups: and as for any other good end of 
fuch meetings, it is not fo much as pretended. 
The love oT pleafure is the motive, by which the 
parties are led from their families to the public- 
houfe. And here the paflTion is increafed by 
ufing the means of its gratification. It acquires 
a force that at length extinguiihes every better 
defire. By the habit of pleafure, buiinefs be- 
comes irkfome to many, and is neglefled ; or if 
the abfolute neceffity of attending to it prevent 
its being negleAed, it is followed only as a means 
of procuring pleafure. Thus all inclination of 
mind toward the concerns of another life is 
deftroy^d: what can be fpared from bufinefs is 
not given to them, but to the gratification of the 
ruling paffion. To this, they give all their leifure-- 
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time ; of which the Sabbath being a larger pon^ 
tion, that facred feafon is referved for fuch^ 
purpofes as an evening Vfill not anfwer: that 
goes to a day's ramble ; to a diftant vifit ; or to 
a glut of convivial indulgence nearer home. 
And if the public-houfe have not entirely bruta- 
lized the man, he then perhaps thinks of the 
wife to whom he has given little of his company ; 
who, by way of compenfation for being deferted 
every evenings is included in the Sunday fcheme 
of enjoyment Thus profanation of the LordV 
day grows into a habit in the father, and is com- 
municated to his wife, to his children, to every 
domeftic; and the very idea of utility in what 
the ftate has provided for the fpiritual neceflities 
of the people, is loft in many* Hence the 
minifter, inftead of having the joy of leading his 
parilhioners to Heaven, fees perhaps not a third 
of them fo much as in the firft approaches to it 

From a view then of what is palling in the 
country at large, we perceive, that we cannot 
confole our minds with a hope, that the irreligious 
habits above ftated are confined to the metropolis 
and its neighbourhood. There indeed they 
prefent a broader front : but they are to be found 
elfewhere. The intercourfe between town and 
country ferves tp convey, not only the caprices 
oP faQiion, but the more ferious corruptions of 
the capital, to the diftant parts of the kingdom* 
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In many of the villages, as well as in the great 
towns, the marks of our declenfion in refpe£l of 
religion are too vifible to permit us to fuppofe, 
that the difeafe exiits only in places of the 
greateft concourfe. 

The defertion of the temples has ever been 
held as a threatening omen, not only by the 
pious, but by all who have ftudied human na- 
ture. Thus i peaks an author, whom no well- 
informed reader can luppofe to have written 
under the influence of fuperftitious horrors* 
" 7/ie rulers of all Jiates^ whether kingdoms or 
commonwealths^ who would preferoe their govern" 
ments firm and entire^ ought above all things to 
take care^ that religion is held in the highe/i 
veneration^ and that its ceremonies at all times 
are prefaced uncorrupted and inviolate: for 
there is no furer prognojiic of impending ruin in 
any JlatCy than for divine xoorjhip to be negleSed 
and defpifed*.'* 

* Macfaiavel, Political Difcoarfee on livy, book t« 
chap. 12, 
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SECTION n. 

On the Iiicreafe of Separatifm. 

X ROM the fad ftate of things reprefcnted in 
the preceding ie^ioii, many turn with pleafure 
to what is palling among our Separatifts •, whofc 
places of worfliip generally exhibit a very dif- 

• Tbis name is not ured as a term of reproach, but Tor 
Oe fake of convenience ; as it ferves for a general defcrip- 

~ tion of perfom of various denomiuatione, by whom nume. 
rous chftpels licenfed under the Adi of Toleration have of 
late yeort been opened in dilTerent parts of the kingdon). 
UetbodiftS) both of Calviniftiu anf Arminian fentiments, 
IndependeDts, and BaptiAi, having all joined in this bulinefs 
with oue profefTed defign. 

To this reafon for uGog tlie term feparatill, I beg leave 
to add a remark, which I wi(b th« reader to bear in mind 
wfaeaever he meets in tliis publication with any reference 
to Prvtefimt D'Jinten. I wift it to be clearly underlloDd, 
that I by no means intend any dilhonour to them as fticb. 
To men of as upright minds, and of as pure lives, as 

■ others ; — to men firmly devoted to the Proteftant fucceflion ; 
attached to the conflitution ; and who have to bear their 
tuU proportion of all the expenccs attending the difcharge 
of both the civil and ecclcriaflical fundiuns ordained by 
the ftate, while they entirely fupport their own leligioui 
inftitutions ; 1 feel that refpcA is due. I mention this once 
for all J and hope (hat I may now be permitted to fpeak 
freely of the DiOentinf; fs^tm (when it comes in my way) 
without being thought on enemy to the DiO'enter Iiimfclf. 
6 
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fereol fceile to our pariih cbofches* Here there 
appears to be fome life and effe6t The officiate 
ing minilter has not half-empty pews to harang\ie^ 
but a crowded auditory ^' hanging on his lips.'" 
Whether, , however, in. what is now before us wa 
fliall find no cau/e of uueafinefs, when all its 
circumftancea are oonfidered, admits of great 
doubt 

• 

It cannot l>e denied, that with all the faiiaticifm 
charged on Sepvatifts (and it is to be feared 
with great truth in fome inftances) many a pro- 
fligate has been reclaimed, and much good i^ 
other ways, has been done among the lower 
orders by the labours of their minifiers* Fwm 
the& circumftances, and the known ignorance 
and diflblutenefs of the times, many, without 
the lead degree of adverfe intention to • our 
efiabliihed church, have in the fimplicity of their 
hearts concurred in forwarding the. endeavpur^ 
of the Separatifts. Ani hence it is, that in all 
the more populous parts of tlie country, we fee 
that multitude of diiTenting chapels, which of 
late years has increafed, and is ftiU iocreafiog* 

• 

• Ta fome good men, free from all prejiidtca 
againft the Church of England, it is matter of 
no regret, that tlie number of Separatiils in- 
creafe, provided there be with this drcumftance 
an inereafing regard to ChriiUanity. With fuch 



Iff 

perfons M confideration of forms, and modes of 
worihip^ is funk in the greater importance of 
genuine faith and piety. But it enters not into 
(he thoughts of fuch perfons, that ** tares may 
fpring up with the wheat;'* and that what at 
prefent has a good effcO:, may operate to the 
produ£iion of fomething hereafter of a very 
di^erent nature* Now fuch we conceive to be 
the nature of the cafe before us. Wo have 
reafon to apprehend ill confequences from in- 
creafing feparatifni ; whatever zeal for important 
truths, and with whatever fuccefs in propagating 
theu^ it be at prefent accompanied* 






And firft, it may be obferved, that it goes to 
the annihilation of the eftablilhed church as a 
national inftitution. The bulk of every newly- 
raifed congregation of Separatifts is compofed of 
perfons educated within the pale of the church 
of England. Of thefe many are heads of fa* 
tnilies, or likely to become fo. By commencing 
Diffenters, they, and their pofterity, however 
multiplied, are broken off from the national 
church. Thefe detachments from the eftabliih* 
meot, going on as they have done of late years, 
moft confequently increafe the number of thofe 
who prefer a differently conftituted church ; and 
thefe may in time amount to fuch a majority, as 
to render it again a queition with thofe in powcn 
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>rh€ther the church of England (hall any longejr 
hare the fupport of the flate. 

We Efe to confider then, not merely the pfefent 
cffeds which feparatifm may produce, but diat 
ferious confequence which its increment threatens ; 
the overthrow of that church, which, by the found 
doftrine its iniUtuted forms expreis, will as long 
as it ftandS) be a witnefs to the truth, in periods 
the moft barren of minifterial qualification; a 
rallying p^int to all truly Chriltian paftors ; and 
an accredited voucher for the purity of their 
inftrufiion. While the kind of fepa ration now 
fpreadin^ through the kingdom goes to the an* 
aihilation of fuch a church, it fets up nothing 
elfe to fucceed to it, that has an equal provifion 
in itfelf for the permanency of truth. For the 
fentiments now propagated by Separatifts are hot 
fo wrought into the very texture of their fyttem^ 
as that it may not with equal eflfeCt ferve for 
the propagation of contrary do6trines. Separatifm 
has no fixed or perpetual chara£ker : what it is at 
l^refent, we may by attentive obfervation be able 
to pronounce ; but no human fot*efight can afcer- 
tain what it will be hereafter. Though now in its 
numerous chapels the founded do^rine (bould be 
heard, we have no fecurity that they will not 
become the fchec^s of herefy. Her6 if the licen- 
tious teacher get a footing, he moulds the whole 
fyften of miniftration to his views ; not a prayor, 

C 
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not i pftliff, nbt i, fortRiiikty of My kind, 
but, in this cafe, iViU become the vehicle of 
error. 

The tendency of ftlt focretiei to degenerate, i* 
k ckcumftance which fbould be confidiered itt thf» 
ea(b. Thart which is of a heavenly nattKl^ io tii^ 
ftiemberb ef a religious fociely, dMs not ttlwh^^ 
Jtofs to their filcceffors ; and when it does^ it ift 
feldom without fome diminution of itd Ipitit and 
tigoun Biit inferior 4{ud)ities, and efpecially fucrh 
to fittlatroh and connexion ^re adarpted to 
Arenglhen, are lefs volatile. So althongh the 
piety of a ieflary mky not defcend to hin fon, yet 
his objeAioRS againft It national church may, and 
this inheritance of prejudice is what is to be ex- 
pected in the majority of all religious communhie^. 
It is pleafing indeed to. reftedt, that in every divifiofi 
of the Chriftian world, there are fome who rife 
vbove the prejudices of their ediKatioi^ while 
they lUll adhere t6 all its better parts. There Itre 
3)iiTenterSi 'for inltance, who though they cannot 
with a free confcience ftibfcribe to fdnae thittss 
required by the Church of England, yet have n6 
hoftile difpofition toward her ; regard hei* as thb 
great bulwark of Proteftanifm : cofifider her cffta- 
blilhment as a benefit to their country ; rejoice to 
-fee true religion flourifli trithin her pale; reverencte 
her pious clergy ; and when they have a vote in 
the clc^^tion of a parochial miniiter, are ready to 




19 

give it to that c&ndiddte who feems likely to btt 
ufeful to the members of his own* communion. 
Bnt this is a fuperiority of mind not to be looked 
for in the majority of their communion : both in 
theirs, and ours, we are to expe6):, that the ma** 
jority will be more zealous on the points in 
which the refpeftive fyftems daih, than for the 
tommon intereft of Chriilianity ; that the one will 
endeavour to rife, by the depreffion of the other; 
and that this of oppugnancy will live in their pofie* 
rity, though the piety of the fathers be extin£t. By 
this confideration, we learn to confider the prefent 
increafing extenfipn of feparatifm under another 
ferious view : — 

Every addition it makes to the number of Jts 
fupporters, alters the proportion exifting in this 
country between the monarchical and the demo* 
cratic fpirit ; either of which preponderating to 
any confiderable degree, might be produfiive of 
the moft ferious confequences. For it is certain, 
that as our church eftablifhment is favourable to 
monarchy ; fo is the conftitution of our diifenting 
congregations to democracy. The latter principle 
19 cheriihed in all communities, where the power 
refides not in one, or a few, but is fliared in 
certain proportions among all the members ; which 
is the cafe in moft of the religious focieties under 
confideration. Let it be remembered then, that 
if religion increafe in this way, there is that in* 

c a 
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eretfing with it tihicb is not religion : thfere ii 
fomething fpringing up with it which is of a dif- 
ferent nature, and which will be fure to (land, 
whether thai better thing with which it may grow 
do or not Every new licence taken out for a 
diflenting place of worihip is a warrant for fetting 
up an inftitution, which, thougli it have the increafe 
of piety only^ for its obje€i;, will have a civil 
operation : it will leflfen the number of thofe who 
approve of that political arrangement which at 
prefant exifts, and which provides every parifli 
in the kingdom with a church for the performance 
of religious worihip, and a clergyman to adminifter 
God's word and facraments*. 

* Left thefe reftedions on ^ ufe made of the Toleration 
A a (hould fubjedl the author to the fufpicion of being un- 
friendly to religious liberty, he begs leave to fay, that there 
are few things in the Engliih government which he contem- 
plates wHh more heartfelt fatisfa£lion, than its having at 
length acquired that mild %>icH which the A&. of Toleration 
breathes. But he is free to own, that he derives no pleafure 
from feeing this aft applied to a purpofe for which it was 
never intended. It was intended to give relief to confcientious 
minds, and for that it does honour to the.^ifdom as well ai 
humanity of the age in which it was paffed. To fee it, 
however, tunned to another kind of purpofe, that is, to tnake 
Dtilcntcrs, not merely to fathfy thofe who are already fuch ; 
to iee it employed as an engine againil that church, who by 
her Icgiflative reprefentatives confented to this benign law \ 
thefe abufcs of the intention of the legiflature he cannot 
view without regretting, that they were not provided againil : 
which no doubt they would buve been,'' by tliem ^^bo framed 
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With thefe remote confequeiKKs we might juin 
foiae prefent circumftancea, as deductions to be 
made from the account when we are totd of the 
good done in this way. But of the latter it may 
be fufficient to notice only one, the debafement of 
the Chriftian roiniftry by lay-preaching : a thing 
unexampled in every ftate in Europe except ourt; 
and in every age here, as well as elfewhere, till 
tiie ufurpaiion of Cromwell ; when among other 
foul births, this roooAer was produced. 

It is not denied, that men below the character 
of literate perfons were beftwc that anomalous 
period employed in the fijrvice of the church. }t 
was fo for a time in our own church after tht 
Reformation, on account of the fcarcilj; of parfon* 
better qualified for the office. This, however, is 
no parallel cafe. Thefe men did not ajfume the 
office, but were appointed to it, and by thole who 
were of authority in the church. Great numbers 
of our itinerant prca'chers, however, are either 
felf-conftituted, or which is nearly the fame, are 
appointed by perfons as little authorized to nomi- 

■lul pnfled the aifl, had tlicy bpen forfeecn. Thi^ regret i^ 
heigbtCDed by a f«ar, tbat the pr«rent waotnii abufc of the 
AA of Toleration may provoke fucti an Emendation of it, ai 
may be attended with great daagor to iiberly, ami little 
benefit to religion, l^et tUera who cannot be couteiiied with 
the relief whirb the law, as it nntr liaiiHs, affords to c-on- 
irifnlioui minds, take warning by tbis bint. 
C 3 
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aa^ to /the office on which they have entered, und 
fts little capable of judging who #re fit for it^ ap 

they themfelves are. 

We are ready to grant Ulcewife, that there may 
be certain fituations in a church, for which fome<- 
thiog lefs than a learned education may qufiliiy a 
perfon ; provided that he give himfelf wholly to 
his appointment, and endeavour to improve him* 
felf in minifterial qualifications. There are many 
country pariihes in which a plain man of natural 
good fenfe, and of unfeigned piety and humility, 
converfant with the* Scriptures, and as much io*- 
formed of the fallen -^te of man and of our 
recovery by Chrift as every Chriftian ought to be, 
plight without any other qualification be a very 
ufeful miniiter; provided he took care never to 
go out of his depth by undertaking the difcuifion 
of points for which he has not fufficient learaing. 
But little refeniblance is there in this cafe to what 
we meet with in the lay-preaching of our times. 
Here we find men '* plunged to the hilts" in fecular 
bufinefs, employed from Monday morning to 
Saturday evening in the loweft occupations, with 
ikeither books, leifure, or even inclination for 
acquiring knowledge, afluming on a Sunday the 
(office of teachers ; and in this office not confining 
^emfelyes within the limits of fome obvious truths, 
but attempting to play the Theologian, by entering 
upon fubjefts, on which profound learning an^ 
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|Mtti«it inveftigation have toiled in vain. Here 
inftead of the good fenfe, the fimplicity, the lowlf 
Gonfcioiifneis of (J^fefilive endowment^ the evident 
HUtQlfeftatioa of undilSSsrabled piQty and kindneffi^ 
fuppofed ia the f^Nrmer cafe, we often Tecmgm» 
conceit, impudence, ra|hne&, violence, and not 
uslireqaently an irreverent familiarity wkh iacred 
IhingB that borders on impiety. 

» 

Who that can appreciate the worth, of Cbrift- 
ianity, who that is imprefied with a fenfe of its 
|B»portaaoe, or is wanned with a benevolent deiire 
to fee its influence incveafe among men, can 
behold unmoved this vile proftitution of one of 
the chief meana ordained for its propagation? 
Surely Chriftians of every denomination have an 
tntereft in the refpediaUe ai^nagement of tb^ 
Crofpel miniftcy. ^^ Jt were 4i 'great difrepotation 
'* to religion/' as BiSiop Jeremy Taylor obferveB, 
'^ that all^^at ^nd public things, and every art 
^ or proiilAble fcienoe Ihould in all the focieties 
^ of men be diftinguifted by profefTors, artift^, 
** and proper niinifiers ; and only religion fliould 
^ lie in common, apt to be bruifcd by the hard 
'^ hand of mechanics, and fullied by the ruder 
^ touch of undifeerning and undiftii)gui&ed 
^ perfons*/' 

. « * Sae hia Clcrut Donum, page ^-^ 

c 4 
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What a ftate of things then liave we beforf^, us ! 
an excellent churdi eftablilhinent^ inftituted b^ 
the htgheft authority in the itate, interwoven with 
the conftitution, fed by the learning of two juftiy 
celebrated Univerfities, and extending its proviiioni 
to every parifli in the kingdom, and yet the mere 
'^ form of godlinefs" fcarcely viiible in many parts 
of the land. The fervices of that church which 
for the purity of her dodrine and worfhip was 
heretofore coniidered» not by thofe only who 
beloQged to her communion, but by learned fo- 
reignersy as the glory of the Reformation, very 
generally forfaken ; and nothing of any confiderable 
extent to fet againft this indifference toward re- 
ligion, but an earneftnefs in this caufe accom{)anied 
with many obje6lionable circumftances. Uliterate- 
nefs, meannefs, qiipftionable authority, attended 
by crowded auditofifs; and learning, rerpe6tabilit^ 
and regular appointment, lecturing to empty pews. 
The conventicle of a preaching mechanic over^ 
flowing ; the pariih church almoft without a con* 
gregation« A kind of worlbip in which ignorance 
and aflurance often prefide, preferred, to that 
chaite as well as evangelical fervice, which de- 
fcended to us from men iiluftrious both for learn* 
ing and piety. To fee the fucceflbrs of our Re-^ 
formers fallep into defertion of the common people, 
and to perceive withal who they are that carry the 
d9jr» is fucely an affeAing fight ; and calls for verj 
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feriom enquiry into its caufe, and how fo fad a 
reverfe may b^ remedied. 



Return, we befeech thee, O God of hojis : look 
dmn from Hemcn, and behold and vifit this vine. 
Pfalm 1ju(x« I4t 



iS 



CHAPTER II. 

DK THB )f£eE«SITT OP ENCOURAOINO AV 
EARNEST PIETY IK THE CHURCH* 

X RUE religion," as the judicious Hooker 
obferves, " is the root of all virtues, and the ftay 
" of all well-ordered commonwealths." To diffufe 
tliis through every part of the body politic, is the 
purpofe of an ecclefiaftical eftablilhment And 
if it be not only well adapted by its conftitution to 
aitfwer this end, but have its native energies well 
drawn forth, by a correfpondent charaQier in 
thofe who adminifter its offices, there will be little 
need for any one to be at the pains of Ihewing, 
how well it defervcs all the cxpence it may coft 
the ftate. Its force operating in every direSion 
will give a character to latvSy againft which no fair 
objeftions can be alledged ; a charafter i% tko/i 
who make them, which will prevent their authority 
from becoming odious ; and a charafter to thqfe 
who are to be governed by themy which will prevent 
their numbers from becoming formidable. Such 
an influence does a ftate derive from a well con- 
ftituted church eftablifliment, when well adminif- 
tered. The latter ie the correfting power which 
antidotes all the corruptions to which the former 
is liable, while it quickens all the virtues neceffary 
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to its well being. ** Fpr," «s ^^ e;i^cell«»t writer 
ebove quoted obfip rves, " if t^ cpurfe pf pojitifiw 
^' afiair& cannot, in any good fort gp fprwLrd 
*' without fit inftrumenU, m^ that wbipb iittetb 
^^ them b^ their vertues, l^X politic fLI^koowl^dgO 
^^ itielf indebted to Feligioti, gpdUp^flis b^ing tbff 
^^ cbiefeft top and well fprin^ of all true y^rtwuii 
^' even as God is of all gpod tiinga *.'* 

But here let us recoiled; yf\^^t was fuggeft^ by 
bim who never trifled, and who, therefore, woul4 
not put a cafe that is never likeJy tp ppqur. Q^jif 
blefled Saviour reminds us, that the fait pf tb# 
jBarth may lofe its favour f* A churqb eftab^ib^ 
ment, however well conftituted, like all otb^r 
things which human creatures have to adminiftef, 
js liable to the influeDce of caufes that may dieprive 
it of its wonted energy. And if that wbiQb i# 
4efigned to give fpirit to all the parts with whigh it 
U conne^ed be itfelf fpiritlefi^ wbat i^r^ we tb^yc^ 
1:0 expe6l from it ? It cannot ftrengthen another 
thing, if it be weak itfelf. This hint may be 
fuftcient to ibew, pf what confequence it is tbat| 
>n ecclefiaftical concerns, there be a conita^nt en« 
deavour to counterad; the influence of debilitating 
drcumllances ; that we ufe every means of render- 
ing our excellent eilabliihment eflicient 

f Hooker's Eccles. Pplvty, b9pfe 5, J J- 
f Matt. V. 13. 
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Among other cares included in this endeavour, 
there is none^ perhaps, of greater moment, than that 
of cherilhing an earned piety among the minifters 
of the church. In an unperfecuted flate of the 
church, and efpecially in a wealthy country, eameft 
pi^ty will not be found to be a quality univerfaliy 
prevailing in the profelTion; as any one may 
conceive, who will give himfelf time to confider 
the variety of inducements, which may occafion a 
choice of this vocation. It is not necelTary to 
fpecify the different motives by which many may 
be determined to the clerical profeiTion, who have 
none of that earnelt deiire to accompliih the ends 
of the appointment, which the candidate for the 
Chriftian miniftry ought to poflefs. Suffice it to 
fay, that tliough fuch perfons come for ordination 
with rcfpedful deportment, decent learning, and 
accredited teflimonials, they are mere men of the 
ncorld: nor may it be poilible for the moft dii^ 
cerning bilhbp to detefil their charaden 

It is idle to think of wholly preventing the in« 
trufion of fuch men among thofe who love their 
profeffion ; efpecially in a national church, where 
befide the numbers required for the fervice of its 
numerous places of worfliip, there muft in the 
nature of things be many fecular inducements to 
enter into the profeffion. For even among Dif- 
fenters, men improper for the office on their own 
principles gain admittance into it ; although here 
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n much fmaller number of mioilters is re()uired) 
fecular inducements are fewer, the paftor is de* 
pendent on the ^ill of every member of the con* 
gregation for bis maintenance, and liable to im* 
mediate ejeftment, whenever he fails of giving 
fatisfa£i;ion to thofe who employ him. 

But what a ferious confideration is it, that while 
ever the church has any thing to give, flie mud 
carry this burden ! For a worldly clergy is a dead 
weight upon her. It is by them that her operation 
is impeded, and her efficiency is loft. The defined 
fun£lions of the profeflfion they muft indeed per- 
form, either in their own perfons, or by a fub- 
ftitute : but law cannot produce the piety neceflary 
to perform them with effe£t There is a chara£ler 
which ought to pervade not only their miniftrations, 
but the whole of their condu€l,on which much of 
the end of their office rouft depend for its ac« 
couiplifiiment : but in vain will this be looked for 
in fuch men. Inftead of it, there will be dilcerned, 
a readinefs to break through the decorums and 
reftraints of their profefiion ; and to cover tlie 
incongruity when they do fo, by injurious reflec- 
tions on purer manners ; or by meretricious com- 
mendations of Chriftianity, as a religion that is no 
enemy to what they chofe to call harmlefs plcafures. 
Thus in their common converfation, lending the 
authority of their profefiional charader to the 
fupport of tliat kind of life, which it was onUined 
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4& d!ft«M*maiM« ; and M /b d6i^ ^rfeferting 
too much ^Oinfi^ney b^tw^^n their difcburfes, and 
their ei^ample : in t\it former of which, inftead of 
efftdettvouring W raife the fpirit and manners of 
tiVd ptKi^t to the height of Chriftianity, it will be 
natural for theih, to attempt to bring down the 
tone Of that holy and heavenly fyiteoi to the low 
^teh of Ordinary pradiee : 

cutvs in te]Yas aninf^sey et ccelellium inanesf 

Oft the diffolut^, the proud, and the worldly- 
minded, thefe men generally bear with a light 
hand ; but are fierce ag^inft fome poor fcft, th* 
growth of which may be more aided by tlieir own 
negligence, than by any other circumltance; and 
tlie faults of which, perhaps, bear no proportion 
to the evils that lie immediately before their own 
unconcerned eye. For, however^ they may dif* 
appoint us in other things, againft an unpopular 
party we are fure of them. Here, though care- 
lefsnefs be their general charafleriftic, they will 
fometimes (hew fome earncftnefs; but the fame 
want of piety they difcover in other things : pane« 
gyrifing beyond all bounds, what it is faihipnable 
to defend ; and laying on abufe thick, where truth 
and charity call only for qualified cenfure : (land-* 
ing forth as defenders in a caufe, to which they 
themfelves do little credit, either by their argij^ 
ttients or their pra6tice : it being no uncommot> 
^Ik^ to find in them, the bigotry, without the 
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fiuoftity or former times; aod the laxity, witbeut 
the liberaHty of the prefent day. 

The part which fuch men perform in contrareriy 
has no tendency to clofe the breaches of the 
religious world ; but ihtre is frequently fomethlng 
worfe to be faid of it: the ftrokes they aim at 
their opponents, are fometioieB fiich, . as pieixte to 
tht titals of Chriftianity. They bring no holy 
2eal with them into the lifts ; but the daring fpirit 
of prize-fighterSy who feek only the applaufe of 
the fpefiators, and care not at what ex pence 
either to their antagonift^ or the public, it is 



It is not from men of this fecular call, that we 
ean expert a remedy for either of the evils defcribed 
in Che preceding chapter. A rerival can never be 
reafonably ' looked for from them, to whom a 
declining (bate is rather a convenience, than other^ 
wife : and fuch it is to a clergyman wittio<it earneft^* 
fiefs in his profeflion. Indifference in the people, 
fuits the indifferent prieft : a little duty being aii 
that the one demands, and all that the other. has 
iiny inclination to perform. Worldly clergymen/ 
therefore, cannot in the nature of things recover 
a declining church. General manners when lax 
they rather fanftion, than check ; and to fefts they 
Kan make but feeble refiftance : for in vain tliey 
inveigh againft them, while the only cffefluaf 
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Kieans of counterading them are negleCted ; which 
are, thofe of being diligent in all the parts of 
their fundion, and exemplary in their whole de- 
portment 

The impoffibility of wholly* excluding fucb 
eharaders from the fervice of the church has been 
acknowledged : but the inevitability of the evil 
fliould make us the more attentive to that neceffary 
du^ of keeping up, and, if poffible, increafmg 
the numbers of that better clafs of clergymen, 
whofe hearts are in their profefiion. This care, 
which in every period is necefiary, is efpecially fo 
in fuch a ftate of things as has been defcribed* 
Concerning which I beg leave to obferve, that 
iince we are fo far gone as to have given up much 
of the very appearance of religion, it is not & 
languid kind of piety, however fincere, that will 
fully qualify a clergyman to meet the evils of tha 
prefent day. It is a very eameit kind of piety 
that is now demanded : — a piety not only fuffi* 
ciently enlightened to perceive the nature and 
extent of the evils that prevail, as well as the 
caufes from which they proceed, but determined 
to &ce the obilacles to their removal : — ^a piety 
that will raife the inftruftor's mind above the tone 
•f general thinking on religious fubjeds *, ^nd 

* This is reqoifite, becaufe men in a carelefs age do not 
take paint enough to acquire that infonnation on religious 
(ubjete, which it necefiary to corred thinking on fuch points*. 
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tbe fear of tti&t contempt which his j after views 
may provoke ; — that will lead him to fet before 
men the confequences of fin, juft as they are 
ftated in the holy Scriptures ; to reprove, rebuke, 
and warn, as w«ll as to argue, and intreat. This 
earneftnefs againft fin, accompanied with that 
hoi>e-infpiring drain of preaching in which the 
chara£ter and grace of our Redeemer are fet 
forth^ may be expelled to produce fome im* 
preffion on mankind. And here fome ufeful hints 
may be obtained, by obferving the progrefs that 
fcparatifm is now making. 

It is, indeed, worthy of an enquiry, how it is 
that a fyftem carried on, in a great meafure, by 
inftruments who feem form6d to bring it into 
general contempt, fhould neverthelefs be con* 
tinually gaining ground. The natural tendency 
of illiterate preaching to fink the caufe, is without 
doubt in fome meafure checked, by the inter- 
mixture of fomething lefs defpicable. For among 
the people in queftion there are a few fcholars^ 
and many endowed with that ready elocution 
which muft procure attention from the generality 
of mankind. Nor can there be a doubt, that the 
fyftem owes much of its profperity to the in* 
fufficient number of epifcopal churches or chapels 
in places of increafed population ; where not a 
tenth part of the inhabitants being able to obtain 
feats - in the pariih church, or to be attended in 
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ficknefs or trouble by its minifters, fuch of them 
as have any remaining fenfe of religion naturally 
fall into the hands of non-conforming teachers ^. 

* Oq the neceflity of atteDcUng to this circumftance, more 
yirould have been faid either in this, or fome other part of 
the prefent work, had il not been already ftated by perfons, 
to whom the public will pay much more attention, than the 
author can hope to receive. The reader is rcquefted to 
notice the following extra^s : 
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The Bifhop of London obferves, that '' there cannot be a 
ftronger indication both of love to mankind and love to. 
wards God, than eroding places of worfhip where they are 
** wanted." His lordfhip adds the following words in a note : 
** There is a moft dreadful want of this nature in the weftem 
" part of this great metropolis. From St. Martin's in the 
** Fields to Marybone church inclufive, a fpace containing 
*' perhaps 209,000 fouls, there are only five parilh churches; 
" St. Martin's, St. Ann's Soho, St. James's, St. George't 
** Hanover Square, and the very fmall church of Marybone. 
*' There are, it is true, a few chapels interfperfed in this 
'' fpace ; but what they contain is a mere trifle, compared to 
'' the whole numlTer of inhabitants in thofe parts, and the 
** lowed clafles are almoft entirely excluded from them. The 
** only meafure that can be of any eflential fervice, is the 
** eredion of feveral fpacious parifli churches, capable of 
" receiving very large congregations, and affording decent 
accommodation for the lower and inferior^ as well as the 
higher orders of the people. In the reign of Queen Anne, 
** a confiderable fum of money was voted by Parliament for 
** fifty new churches. It is mod devoutly t^ be wiftied, that 
« the prefent Parliament would, to a certain extent at lead, 
** follow fo honorable an example. It is, I am fure, in 
** every point of view, political, moral, and religious, well 
^^ worUiy the attention of the Britidi legiflature, A fuflicient 
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But to neither of thefe circumilances, can we 
afcribe the increafe of Separatifts fo much, as to 

** nnmber of new pari(h churches^ ereded both in the capital, 
** and in other parts of the kingdom where thej are wanted, 
** fur the ufe of the members of the church of England of 
** all cenditionSy would very eflentially conduce to the in- 
** terefts of religion, and the fecurity and welfare of the 
** Eftabliihed Church/'— Lc^tfreA on ike Go/pel of St. Matthew^ 
vol, 1« lee. 8. p. 205. 

" In faying that places for public worHiip have been 
** ereded hi all parts of the land, I would not be underftood 
'* to fay that they are fufficiently numerous in large towns, 
^ or in this metropolis. Near a million of inhabitants are 
" here congregated, on an area of a few fquare miles : and 
** additional churches are certainly wanted for this immenfe 
« population* The legiflature, no doubt, duly eilimating 
*' the importance of affording religious inflrudion to the 
" people, will ere long take this matter into conHderation : 
** and when it does, three things, I hope, will be attended 
** to ;— •that the charcbes be built upon a fimple and capacious 
" plan ; — that the feats remain unappropriated, fo that the 
^ common people, aa well as their fuperiors, may be well 
" accommodated in the houfe of God ; — and that the falaries 
^' be fufficiently liberal to engage tlie fervice of preachers of 
« the firft ability/'— r^e Bifliop of Landafs Sermon before the 
Society for the SuppreJjUon of Vice. Page 5. 

** The moil decifive experiments having been made, tiiat 
*^ the principles of Nonconformity ultimately produce fadioa 
** in the (late, and infidelity in the church, tbofe to whom 
" the gnardianlhip of our conftituiion has been committed, 
** cannot better difcharge their trull* than by giving all 
** poflible encouragement to the building additional churches 
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the earneftnefs of their preaebers : in this without 
all queftion the produdive principle chiefly lies. 

It is true, indeed, that what they deliver from 
the pulpit does not coft them much previous 
labour ; but though the fermon " fmell not of the 
lamp/' though it want corrednefs, and often fenfe, 
yet it is never either cold, or timi^. Preachers of 
this clafs deal much in alarming addrefles to the 
conference on the confequences of a wicked life. 
Yet they are not always on the more awful topics: 
they are frequently fpeaking on a fubjef);, which 
from its adaptation to the circumfiances of man, 
Biuft intereft all who have any fenfe of their 
depravity, and of their liablenefs to future puniih* 
ment ; it is this, that Jefics Chrift is able tofivoe 
to the uttermofij all that come unto God by him. 
On this fubjed, indeed, they are apt to fpeak 
with a difgufting cant, but yet with warmth, like 
men who feel the comfort they endeavour to 
adminifter. This drain of preaching is found to 

** jTk all populous pTace», wiiere tb»fe already built provo to# 
**- fmair for the accommodation of the iuhabitauts."-T 
Dauheny'9 Guide to the Church. Page 47 1 . 

Thefe, I believe, are hot the only perfons who hare 
publicly ftated Che neceflity of building more churches. An 
idea of a general AQ of Parliament for obviatip^ the diffi- 
culfies attending the ere^on of thefe ftrudures, may be feea 
in a paper figncd. Viator, ia the Ckrifiian Ob/erv9r for Jan* 
18074 
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!mve fometbiog peculiarly attra6tive in it And 
who can wonder at its having fuch an influence ? 
We are overawed by religion, uiflefs its folemn 
afpefl be occafionally brightened by fome rays of 
encouragement ; thefe we difcern when the grace 
of the Qofpel is held forth : and we are naturally 
drawn to hear of that again, to whofe authority 
our confcience bears witnefs, and whofe benignity 
encourages hope. If the fubje6l be handled with 
** rudenefs of fpeech," this does not prevent its 
interefiing the manyy who are incapable of feeling^ 
or even of difcerning,- the improprieties which 
offend the better educated* 

Let then the unprejudiced well confider this 
cafe. Here we fee a fet of men under many dif- 
advantages, unfupported by the ftate, unpatron- 
jzed by the great, no way favoured by the pre- 
judices of our own education, and very generally 
held in great difrepute, many of them illiterate, 
of low condition, of mean appearance, yet, by 
dint of earnefinefs in their undertaking, attracting 
mankind ; attaching great numbers of people to 
themfelves; embodying them under a religious 
profeflion; and this in a period the prevailing 
habits of which are unfavourable to religion of 
every kind. 

■ 

This cafe is adduced to ihow, what earneftnefs 
does, even under very unpromifingcircumftances; 
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not to prove that this virtue unfupported by others 
is all that is requifite. This alone, may indeed 
anfwer a private purpofe ; but we are enquiring, 
what is demanded for general good. For the 
latter, we muft have earneftnefs accompanied with 
evident good fenfe; earneftnefs affociated with 
refpe6lable endowments ; it muft be earneftnefs 
without harftinefs, without rudenefs, without 
violence. It muft be an earneftnefs free from all 
fe£tarian biafs, all innovating propenfity, and 
above all, from the appearance^ as well as the 
exiftence, of that contemptible vanity which aims 
at obtaining followers. 

This, let it be remembered, is no defcription of 
that zeal which is now filling of the country with dif* 
fenting meeting-houfes, deftroying the unity of a 
parifli, and, perhaps, on the whole, more dividing the 
Church, than reclaiming the world. Nor would 
an earneftnefs fo qualified, were it more generally 
to prevail among the clergy, render them, as fome 
would infinuate, the coadjutors of Sectaries. 
Inftead of being their allies, they would be their 
rivals ; and it would be ftrange, if learning w ould 
net be found a match for ignorance; found in-? 
ftru6iion, for rant ; and authorized vocation, fo|r 
that which is afiumed. 

It may be larpented here, thpit there is fomething 
in our national charaCler that is not favourable tq 
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great earneftnefs in ecclefiafiical affairs. Many a 
good quality has its attendant failing; and oui^ 
plain fenfe, revolting at every thing which has the 
air of Quixotism^ inclines us to look upon a man 
who is zealous in his Chriftian profelliony as one 
againft whom we muft be on our guard. But, 
however this country may in former periods have 
finarted under the rigours of an intemperate zeal, 
the prefent period has a complexion that may 
make us tolerably fecure on that head. The 
temperature of the times is not that of a religious 
fervour ; niir is there mueh now to be gotten by 
affecting it In all ages, indeed, the fleek time- 
ferver, the duftile candidate for public favour, is 
the charadter moftly to be met with. Men of 
this kind, having no other purpofe in view but 
that of taking good care of themfelves^ conform 
|o the reigning manners ; when^ . therefore, thefe 
})efpeak indifference to religion, zeal in the caufe 
of God denotes greater difinterednefs than is 
commonly to be found ; and on that account feems 
not to be a prefumption againji a man, but the 
/Contrary. It indicates him to be of a character 
which but rarely appears. The Roman fatyrift 
feems to have defpaired of finding fuch a perfoQi 
when he faid, 

« Quis enim virtutem ample6litur ipfam, 
frsmia fi toilas r 
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Nor need we always^ when wc fee a clergymaii 
felting out in his profeQion with zeal, be greatly 
pained with an apprehenfion, that it may go on 
increafmg till it becomes exceiSve. Coniidering 
how much there is both within and without him to 
damp it, the more probable refult is, that its 
prefent degree of ftrepgth will not be retained* 
And, indeed, it will be well if, in the lapfe of a 
few years when the animal heat of youth will no 
longer be prefent, to mix with it and increafe its 
action, the redudion of this ardour (which i« 
almoit certain) be compenfated by a deeper 
humility, and a more folid judgment. 



We may, therefore, confider an earned piety 
as a quality, not- always to be found where it is 
required ; and as one, which needs cherifbing iu 
thofe who have it : as a quality, moreover, which 
when accompanied with other fitnefTeSi the ftate 
of our country now fo much demands in thofe to 
whom parochial inftra8:Ion is committed, that it 
ought to be diligently fought for, wherever thef^ 
is atiy probability of its being found. 
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CHAPTER m. 

IICPARTIAL ENQUIBY INTO THE CHARACTER 
AND VIEWS OF THE CLASS OF CLEROTMEN, 
CALLED EVANGELICAL MINISTERS. 

XN coniidering kow much the prefent times require 
earoeftatfs in the clergy of the Church of England, 
it is impoflible not to think of a certain defcriptioa 
of them, to whom none deny the credit of this 
virtue ; but of ^whom an opinion has gone forth, 
relative to their fentiments apd defigns^ of toQ 
feriops a natifire to be (lightly treated. 

The full congregations by which many of theiQ 
are attended (how, that their influence is con^der? 
able ; and tliis circumftance obliges us to go into 
a deliberate enquiry into the truth of what is 
nUedged againlt them : inafmuch as wherever fhero 
is manifeftly a powerful agency, there it is our 
duty to afcertain, what it is that operates, and 
what effe6ts it be likely to produce* 

It may, therefore, be no ufelefs undertaking, 
to go into a detailed view of the character of thefd 
perfons ; and to ftate, what it is they are a*ttemp^^ 
ip& hy that i;eal for whiqh the^ are remarkable. 
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For if the reprefentations of their accufers be 
juQ; it is not to clergymen of this clafs that we 
are to look for any inilru mentality that Ihall leflen 
public evils ; their operation, on the contrary, is 
to be confidered as one of the erils we have to 
remove: and being one which refides and a£ls 
within the very bowels of the commonwealth, it 
claims extraordinary attention. If, therefore, I 
ihould be a little prolix in thia enquiry, let my 
reader remember the importance of afcertaining 
in a time of danger, whether we have got ^ friend^ 
or an entmy^ in our quarters. 

Of my competency to this enquiry, I have only 
this prefumptive argument to offer; that my inter- 
courfe has lain much, though not exclufively, 
among clei:gymen of this defcription. I hereby 
conceive myfelf better qualified to fpeak to the 
fentiments and habks prevailing among them, than 
they can be, who keep aloof from their fociety. 
Nor am I anxious to conceal, that, though far 
from approving of many things found among 
them, though no member of any of their aflbcia- 
tioDS, and confidered by fbme of them as ftanding 
«t rather a low point in the fcale of orthodoxy, I 
am one who might probably be clafled with then) 
by many. To hold forth the Saviour as the only 
hope of fallen man — to Ihew the neceflTity of a 
much higher degree of holinefs than that which 
fatisfies the bulk of Chriftian profeflbrs — and tbQ 
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itnpoffibility of attaining this, without the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, being in my view duties of 
the firft confequence in the difcharge of tite facred 
function, the importance I attach to them may be 
difcerned in my humble miniftry. On this account^ 
the clergy of whom I am about to fpeak admit me 
into their pulpits ; and fome of them, pofleffing in 
an eminent degree the excellencies of their prcK 
felfion unmixed with any appearance of fedUrian 
peculiarity, I rejoice to fee in that which I have in 
charge. 

To them who conceive, that from this ac- 
knowledgment, they mud prepare to receive the 
partial reprefentation of a friend, I only make 
one requeft : which is, that they would fufpend 
their judgment till they arrive at the end of the 
account. I have a hope, that the record will be 
found to have fome internal marks, of its having 
been written by an honeft and candid mind. All 
that in this place I can bring myfelf to offer, to 
encourage the expe^ation of an impartial fiate- 
ment, is to give the reader this (hort draught of 
his author's mind ; 

Though he accounts found knowledge in religion 
a bleffing to every individual who has it, and a 
quality of great importance in a religious inftru6tor ; 
he has not lb circumfcribed a conception of true 
Clififtianity, as (o look for it only among a few 
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perfons, who more, perhaps, from being in the 
habit of anatomizing religious opinions, than from 
uncommop parts or piety, have learned to think 
with extraordinary exafilnefs on theological fubjeds. 
He believes, that many whofe way of expreffing 
themfelves on thefe fubjecb is lefs accurate, pbiTefs 
the vital fpirit of that religion, which others may 
know how to Hate in precifer terms: and that 
they are QOt a whit inf^^rior to them, in devoted* 
liefs to God, in pure reliance on the mediation of 
Chrift, in humility of mind, in defires of increaf- 
ing holinefs, and whatever elfe is eflential to 
Chriftian charafter ; though from want of living 
in fociety more on the alert in th^ dete£iion of 
religious errors, their language does not, on every 
particular, indicate clearnefs of ideas. 

On this account, he detefts the aflumption of 
all appellatives, intended to define a certain clafs 
of clergymen, as alone worthy of honour, and to 
degrade all the reft of their profefHon ; fucb as, 
7'he Serious Clergy^ The Evangelical Clergy^ The 
True Churchmen^ &c. Serioufnefs, indeed, evan- 
gelical do6irine, true churchmanfliip, he allows to 
be terms that fignify things of high importance : 
^ far, therefore, is he from thinking, that they exprefs 
unneceffary points of enquiry r^fpefting an Eccle- 
fiaftic. It is only to their being made to ferve the 
purpofes of difunjon, and invidious preference, as 
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flicy are when cxdufively aifumed by a clafe of 
men, that he has an obje6):ion to make. 

But what above all be would wiih his reader to 
know, iS; that he , is not fo loft to a fenfe of the 
najefiy of Chriftianity, as to identify its interefis 
with thofe of a party in the Chriftian world. Far 
therefore is he from thinking* that to take a fide 
in the brawls of rival religionifts, is the beft way of 
ferving that great cause. He could not thus 
blend perfection with imperfe6Hon, in behalf of any 
Church on the face of the earth : not even of that 
which he prefers to all others, the Church of 
England ; much lefs in behalf of any particular 
clafs of men in a Church ; and efpecially of fuch 
a clafs as cannot be contemplated with entire 
fatisfaCtion. 

Such to his apprehenfion, is the cafe with refpeft 
to the clafs of clergymen in queftion. Taking it 
in the grofs, he does not think \k\^X the perfons of 
whom it confifts, can be juftly faid to have made 
up by the perfeftion of their charafter, what they 
wanted of importance through the fmallnefs of 
their number, and the inferiority of their ftation. 
Some of them appear to him to deferve a place 
among the brighteft ornaments of their profeffion. 
But truth obliges him to acknowledge, that there 
are many, who have fo little beyond honeft inten- 
tion to entitle them to commendation^ that all 
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c/otifi in their behalf to honourable diftinClion 
muft be waved. Their caufe muft be referred to 
that charity, which " thinketh no eviP* either of 
men, or things, wherever it can confift with a due 
regard to truth and goodnefs to think otherwife. 



SECTION I. 

On their being canfidered as univerfally Cahinijis^ 

JL here does not feem to exift in the religious 
world a more opprobrious term than Calvinifm. 
How a fyftem, which was favoured by m^ny of our 
moil eminent divines of former days, ihould have 
become fo generally odious, as it now is to the 
members of the Church of England, nay be deemed 
rather extraordinary ; but the hiftory of our country 
will enable us to account for this change. 

The fentiments df our Reformers on the fubje6k 
of the diviae decrees, (the main point of differ-} 
ence between the Calviniils and the Arminians) 
feem to have been of the moft moderate com- 
plexion. Thofe venerable men appear to have 
had a fear of wading too far into fo profound a 
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queftion. When they adverted to it^ they dif- 
covered a fenfe of their limited capacity; and 
feldom ventured beyond thofe ftatements, with 
which the exprefs words of holy Scripture fupplied 
them* ^^ In thefe matters," faid Biihop Ridley, 
^' I am fo fearful, that I dare not fpeak farther ; 
** yea almoft none otherwife than the very text. 
** does, as it were, lead me by the hand *•" 

Some of our divines in the reign of Elifabeth, 
went into deeper fpeculatiois on the point ; and 
a ftronger, and more determinate language re-> 
fpe&ing the divine decrees, was exprefled by mauy 
of them. 

During the reign of James the Firft, the objec- 
tions of Arminius againft Calvin's doctrine ap* 
peared. The opinions of the Leyden profeiTor 
were then confidered by our Church as erroneous : 
and a deputation of the Engliih clergy was fent to 
the fynod of Dort, to meet the delegates of other 
Froteftant Churches, for the purpofe of compofmg 
the differences occaiioned by the writings of Ar- 
minius. 

One of this deputation, a divine whofe name 
ftands high among us to this day, thus complains, 

* Thb prelate is reputed the greateft fcholar among the 
refonpers ,of the Englifh Church. 
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after hia return to England from the fynod; "After 
** not many years fettling at home, it grieved my 
^' foul, to fee out own Church begin to ficken of the 
" fame difeafe, which we had endeavoured to 
" cure in our neighbours */' From this time, the 
fentiments of our clergy refpeding the divine 
decrees, became lefs and lefs uniform ; and con- 
troveriial writing on the fubje6fc appeared, which 
ftill further divided the minifters of our Church. 

At length came the unhappy differences be^ 
tween Charles I. and the Parliament; and with 
thefe political difputes, religious controverfy was 
mixed. Many of the moft faithful adherents to 
the Church and the king, ftill maintained the 
Calviniftic tenets ; but feveral of the clergy appear 
to have been of the Arminian perfuafion. On the 
fide of the Nonconformifts, greater unanimity on 
the queftion obtained : that body, with fcarcely 
any exception, being determined Calvinifts. Dur-» 
ing the reign of Preibyterianifm, and under the 
Ufurpation, Calvinifm rode triumphant. In the 
former period, it was accompanied with fierce 
invedives againft the Epifcopal clergy, who were 
generally accufed of Arminianifm ; and againft our 
ecclefiaftical conftitution, as a departure from the 
purity of the primitive Church. In the latter 
period, it was maintained by the preachers whp 

• " Sp<ciclt»s of the life ofjofrph Hall, Bp. of NmBichJ" 
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f^pplanted the Prefbyterian paftprs, with equal 
violence againft the order of things eftablilhed at 
the Reformation; with a more difgufting cant; 
and fometimeSy with a mixture of licentious pofi- 
tions. 

Thus Calvanifm being the favourite fyftem of 
moft of the troublers qf'oxxr Ifraely it was thereby 
made accountable for all the fad events of that 
period ; — for the horrors of civil war ; — the fub- 
verfion of the national Church ; — the expulfion 
and impoveriihment of the clergy ; and^ to com- 
pleat the climax of infamy, the murder of the 
king. With this accumulation of iniquity on its 
head, the nation beheld it with abhorrence ; and 
it became a name for every thing odious, every 
thing wild, fierce, and deadly. Thus has it been 
handed down to the prefent age. And now many 
revolt at the very mention of the word, who have 
never taken any pains to know, what is peculiarto 
the theological fyftem of which it is the title ; or 
what it has in common with other {}'ftems. 

There exifts then in tliis country, an hereditary 
deteftation of Calvanifm ; and fo firong is it, as 
to be ready inftantly to difcharge itlelf on any who 
may hold a doctrine that Calvin maintained, though 
that doftrine be no peculiarity of his fchpol. 
llius^ if a Clergyman be very earnell in the 
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pulpit, if be inculcate the define of ow htia§ 
juftified folely by tht merits of Cbrift, if he dwell 
tnuch on the fallen ftate of man, if he contend 
for the do3;rine of fisilvation by grace, if he afcribe 
all thftt is good in mao to the inftuence of thd 
Holy Spirit, if the phraie, ^' looking to Jefus/' 
occur frequently in bis fermons ; though he never 
touch^jQfif the dofkrine of God's decrees, he li 
t&Wed a Calvinift. Yet the faft perhaps is^ that 
fo far is be from being of Calvin's fchool^ as to 
iiold its peculiar dogmas in abhorrence. Such is 
the cafe with feveral of thofe clej^men^ of whom 
vre^are giving an accomit 

Many of them indeed ard ^idedty of Calvin^s 
ftntiments, on the fubjeft of the divine decrees^ 
And of fuch confequence do fome of this divifion 
deem their iyftem, as to have it ever prefent to^ 
.their minds. It is the medium through which 
every religiocis objefl: is viewed ; and it gives a 
tinfi;ure to their laiiguage, by which their adhe- 
rence to it is difcerned, even when the main fubje6i 
of tlie difcourfe is far removed from its diftinguilh- 
ing points. Nor is it difficult to perceive, that 
the principal light in which tliey confider them- 
fetves as Chriftian minifters, is that of being 
inftruments ordained of God to gather his ele6^, 
and train them for that future blefiedneis to which 
they were from eternity chofen. 
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fiut others of the dergy, called Evangelical 
ininifterSy confider tbemfelves' as the commoa 
inftrudors of all, who come under their care. 
They do not deny, that there may be fome^ 
*' Chofen veifels;'' that certain individuals may 
A*om all eternity be predeftinated to honourable 
fiations in the Church below, and to fuperior 
happinefs hereafter : - as for inftance, St !^auL 
Thefe, however, they confider as felefl caies, 
which ftimiih no rule to them in the execution of 
their office ; and, moreover, as being of fuch a 
nature, that Ibough they feem to vary from the 
ordinary courfe of the divine proceedings, yet do 
. not at all interfere with the plan of the Gofpel ; 
which they reverence as a merciful provifion for 
the good of all, to whom it may be fent* They 
know not how to feparate the idea of Legiflation 
from the Chriftian religion ; nor how to regard a 
conftitution, which commiffions them to ** preach 
" the Go/pel to every creature,"^ under a view, 
which reduces it to a fyftem of favouritifm. Such, 
to their apprehenfion, does the principle of 
Calvinifm* To them, therefore,, it is a kind 
of monfter in the moral world;— -a principle, 
repugnant to the diflates of our nature, in which, 
depraved as it is, there ftiil exiits fome remains of 
that fenfe of the obligation and advantage of 
obedience, with which man came out of the hands of 
his Creator; — a principle, contradi6ting all our 
ideas of moral government ; at open war with our 
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conception of an impartial rcric of procedure ; 
rendering Chriftiasity incapable of being made out 
to conCderate minds, as a wife, righteous, equita- 
ble, or gracious fyftem ; — a principle that extin* 
guiihes hope, and paralizes exertion. On the 
Calviniftic bypotheiis, they coni^der all human 
means of propagating Religien as a fcheme of 
futures and everlafting benefit, to be nugatory; and 
all public provifion for the fupport of it as fuch, an 
abfurdity which no government on earth would 
knowingly commit : conceiving that no fiate would 
appropriate any portion of its revenues to inftitu- 
tions thatwere not intended to be of general benefit 

Thus do they coniider Calvinifm as ftriking at 
the very root of Religion, by removing thofe 
grounds^ on which all government divine and 
human muft proceed ; and that hereby Chrif- 
tianity, inftead of exhibiting the perfeftion of 
juftice, wifdom, goodnefs, and whatever elfe the 
thoughtful in all ages have revered, and looked 
for, in a faultlefs government, is prefented to 
mankind under another kind of afpe6t; not as the 
adjuftment of a holy and clement ruler for the 
good of his fubje£ts in general, but as ibmething 
of a fpccial nature : not as a divine legiflation 
over tf//, but a fovereign difpenfation toward /owie. 

Though thus in oppoHtion to the fundamental 
principle of Calvinifm, they do not reduce the 
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Chriftian Religion to a mere fyjicm of Ethics. 
Though they view its divine Ai>thor as a I^giilator, 
jet they do not forget, that the Gofpel is a fcheme 
BiercifuUy adapted to the condition of fallen 
creatures, and intended for their reconciliation to 
God. Hence it is, that in their difeourfes, Evao« 
gelical topics are not only noticed^ but have pro- 
minence. Convinced of man's deeply rooted 
apoftacy, and that < nothing but divine grace can 
reftore him, they direft the attention of their 
hearers to this great fource of hope. Both thefe, 
and thofe of the Calviniftic perfuafion, preach 
much on the perfon and work of the Redeemer ; 
on the infufficiency of our natural powers; on the 
neceffity of the Holy Spirit's influence; on the 
worthleflnefs of merely formal religion ; on faith, 
on love to God, on fpirituality of mind ; but on 
Che fubjefl of the decrees, tliey are eaft and wei^ 
of each other. 

One thing which perhaps has led many to inr 
elude both thefe claifes in one obnoxious charge, 
IS an appearance of greater agreement than 
aAually exifts between them. Tor it i^ a matter 
of faO: well known to thofe wlio frequently bear 
them, that the generality of thofe of them who 
are of Calvin's fchooK but rarely bring forwaixl 
their fentiments refpe£ting the decrees ; and that 
the other diviiion, is as feMom employed in coni- 
)>ating thofe 9pinions. BoUi claiTc^ i'cem to bQ 
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deeply imprefled witb a conviAioQ, that the preilnt 
exigence calls on jtbem, to fpend their ftrength on 
points common to both their fyitems ; and which 
are acknowledged, on either fide, as the eflentials of 
religion. Vital Chriftianity, as confiding in faith, 
repentance, heavenly mindednefs, and other prac- 
tical points, both are end^vouring to promote ; 
and they give each other credit for having that at 
heart. So they refpeft, and they pity each other. 
The Antircalvinifts belieye the Calyinifts to have 
a truly Chriftian- mipd, but warped by a theolo- 
gical lyftem; the latter confider the former as 
ufeful inftruments of gathering Gbd's elefi, but 
aa having fomethuig yet to learn with refpeft to 
tlie Gofpel, 

Bothy however, are involved in one indifcrimi- 
Date cenfure. Both are accufed of being preachers 
of the doQrine of predeftination. But the true 
i^te of things is this : the one hold not the doc- 
trine; and the other are not always enforcing it. 
. It is not a fair reprefentation, therefore, to cha- 
ra^rize even the latter/ as preachers of predefti- 
nation ; that do£trine being but rarely their topic. 
Were it indeed iq come in their way, as for inftarice 
ingoing through i^courfe of Ie6lure9 on any book 
of Holy Scripture, they probably would not takq 
any^ pains to conceal their fentiments pn thq 
«i)eftion. But their A)ndq6t on fuch an occ^fion. 
is not to be taken for a Ipecimen o£ their ordinary 
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|yrea^ag. Whut that is, may be better tmderftoqfl 
by a language frequently heard from them : " We 
know not," fay they, ''who fire Gods. ele6t 
Our bufinefs ^ to preaeh repentance, faith, and 
holineis ; to endeavour to lap falfe foundations ; 
to ihew the true ground pf hope, and to mak^ 
as found work as poffible of the fuperftru&ure : 
'' God will Uefr his work to whom he pleafes.'* 

It 6iould be noticed likewife, that among tfaofe 
irho hold the Caiviniilic daftrine on the point of 
eleftioQ, there are fome, in whofe minds thf 
opinion remains in a perfeAly abllraft fora. It 
has found its way there, not fo much perhaps from 
any thing that the Scriptures have appeared tf ' 
teach exprefsly on the fubjed:, as from its being a. 
conclufion, which, to their apprehcnGons, feems 
neceiTarily to refult from thofe perfe6i:ions that ai^e 
infeparable from the Supreme Caufe. And though 
Ibey cojiceive that Holy Writ, fo far as it goes 
into the fubjed, harmonizes more with Jtbe Cal* 
yiniftic, than with the Arminian hypothefis, yet 
they do not fee, that it enjoins them to -enforce 
their opinion on the point ; that it fiates it as a 
meceflary part of pa&oral infcruSion ; or,, in &ort; 
jthatany Chriftian duty is enforced in the Scriptures 
on this ground. With them, therefore, though it 
be a point of fai^h, • yet it is a point of private 
faith ; it has no place in the lift of their obliga^ 
jbigns as public teachers : not one duty to which 
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they confider themfelves bound to excite men, not 
one comfort they have to hold forth, being, ac- 
cording to their conceptions, neceffarily connefted 
with the doftrine in queftion ; or capable of being 
urged on their hearers with any augmentation of 
force from this confideration. 

The fiatement here made refpe£ting pulpit in- 
itrudion, is the faithful report of one who has 
long been on a ftation of obfervation. The writer 
of it has occadonally heard all the better known 
|>reachers involved in the charge of enforcing the 
do6trine of predestination, who have appealed 
within the laft twenty-five years, and here folemrriy 
declares, that he is not able to recoiled; more than «^ 
one inftance of lus having heard any of them take 
that do6lrine for the fubjeft of a difcourfe. He 
has often indeed had occafion to obfcrve, as any 
one a little converlant with theological controveriy 
might have perceived, (though it probably would 
have cfcaped others) that the preacher held the 
.Calviniftic opinion on that point. 
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SECTION n. 

Onfome Mifconceptions refpeQing thq/e, who hoti ^ 
the Calvinijiic Doctrine of Eleiiion. 

JL HERE in nothing more frequently alledged 
againfl Calyinifts, nor more ftrongly reprobated 
\>y themfelves, than this : that they maintain that 
the cleft (hall be faved, do what they will •. It 
would be a difficult matter to find fuch an aflertion 
any where, but in the writings of their adveflaries. 
Some of thofe who attach great importance to the 
doftrine of final perfeverance as maintaincil by 
Calvin, have indeed 'fallen into fome unguarded 
aflrertions,*when endeavouring to refcue the fallen 
profefTor of Chhftianity from the horrors of defpair. 
They have atteiispted the difficult tafk of (hewing 
to wHat lengths of wicjcednefs they who are finally 
favedy may, for a time, be fuffered to proceed. 
It is not unfrequently faid among them, that, 
•* God's children may fall into the grofleft vices. '•• 
Such an aifertion met with in a religious treatife, 
19 confidered, by a mind prepared by a Hriter 

* In thf writings of Crifp, Saltmarfh, and a few others of 
the clafs called $upr^lapfarians, expreffiens amounting to 
this are to be found. But againfl thefe authors, roany 6f the 
Calviniftic divines have written as much and as flronglj as 
any. 
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againft the fchool from which the book comes^ as 
fufficient proof of the dangerous do6);rine of that 
fchool ; and the book containing it is thrown afide, 
which) had it been read through, would perhaps 
have convinced the offended reader, that thougl^ 
the writer might be unguarded, he was not licen- 
tious. 

How far the Holy Scriptures will warrant a 
language that has fo antinomian ^ caft, and whether 
the corrective coofiderations which generally follow 
affertions of this kind, are fufficient for the intended 
purpofe, are queilions which we (hall wave. But 
as to matter of fad;, we may confidently affirm^ 
that the body of Calviniftic writers do not main- 
tain the monftrous pofition of which they, ace 
accufed. The do&rine of their fyftem is this: 
^' that God choofes his people through /anSificU'- 
'' tion of thefpirity as well as belief of the truth.'* 
Accordingly, perfonal holinels is a frequent topic 
of inftruQion with them; and perhaps by no 
denomination of Chriftian teachers is its nature, 
extent, and obligation, prefled with more eameA; 
oeft. Though they affirm, the certainty of election, 
they allow no carelefs liyer, to have a right to 
comfort himfelf with this do6trine. It is the 
1)eliever, not the infidel ; it is the faint, not the 
finner; it is the real Cbriitian, not the worldly 
profeffor of Chriftianity ; whom they encourage to 
coiifider himfelf, ^ chofen (o inherit eternal lifp^ 
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HiOQgh tfaey ieem to fuperficial, or Impatieol 
readers, to maintaio, that a child of God flmll bi 
faved, nptwitbitanding he fall into many fins, yet 
it is not in this crude and unqualified way that they 
maintain the certainty of his future happine& 
What they aflert is, tliat if he have fallen intt^ 
errors, he (hall live to forfake them ; if he have 
turned afide from the path of >duty, he ihall, by 
the grace of .God, return to it, with a penitent 
fehfe of his wickednefa. They deny, that God 
iivill withdraw his loving kindneis from the objefiB 
of his eternal choice, but they grant, tliat timk 
cffhices may be vifitedwith the rod^ and their fit^ 
mthfcourges ; that iniquity will deprive them of 
the light of the divine countenance ; and that this 
joy will never be reilored to them who commk 
iniquity, till they returo to that God from whoi^ 
they have departed. According to their viewf, 
the/aith and holinefs of the people of God, ar^s 
included with their ^Q^ h^ppinefi^ in tbe ^vpn 
pf their el6£iio% 

Whatever obje^ons tberefone lie agalaft 1i» 
Calyiniftic do£irine of election, it is but juftice to 
(hofe who hold it, to allow, that whether perfonal 
holinefs be befl; fecured on their fcheme or noti 
the neceffity of it is m^intaiaed by them* Ltt 
therefore the accufation we ^re ponfidering be 
fvithdrawu ; for to continue it, will only fubjeft 
the accufers ^ the fuipicion of ignonsieei or 
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wilful mifrcprefentation. To the former caufe, it 
fe'ems probable, that we muft afcribe the frequency 
oi its exhibition in thefe days. The theological 
writings from which the modern oppofients of 
Calvinifm draw their views of that fyftem, appear 
to be moftly thofe, which were publifhed foon 
after the Reftoration ; in which, the charge above 
mentioned, and others of a like opprobrious 
nature, are liberally dealt out againft the van- 
qtiilhed party which the authors fuccecded. But 
what was afferted in the bitternefs of refentment, 
fliould be taken with fome allowance. It (hould 
be weighed with more temper in the reader, than 
was to be expefled of the writer, in his circum- 
itanees ; and compared with what the accufed have 
written, to know whether they themfelves main- 
tained, what was laid to their charge. We may 
venture to aifert, that if the writings of the more 
refpe6lable Calvinifts of the period preceding the 
Reftoration be appealed to on the point in quef- 
tion, they will ihow the reader, how mifled he 
would have been by implicitly receiving the ftate- 
ments of their indignant oppofers. 

But there is another clafs of writers againft 
whom we muft be on our guard : thofe who attempt 
to fettle all difputes on a confeffedly profound 
fubjeft, by that (hort method which confifts in 
degrading an opponent. It has become very 
common of late, to afcribe the belief of th^ 
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Calviniilic do6irine of eled;ioD to fome defed itl 
the underilanding, or to the operation of fome 
morbid principle, in tiie mind of thofe who em* 
brace this opinion. We may Anilei to hear fome 
men affign ignorance as tbe caufe of receiving 
what has been held by the firft rate fcholars of 
their day. Nor is it lefs curious to hear, in aa 
age not remarkable for fandtity, the adoption of 
Calvinifm frequently accounted for, by the prefer- 
ence which it is natural for mankind to give to an 
eafy and indulgent fyftem of religion. But there 
is fomething more fpecious, in afcribing it to a 
llrong bias in the mind towards the horrible. 

I am not difpofed to deny, that fome become 
Calvinifts from predifpofition. But 1 beg leave 
to obferve, that there are cafes, in which the 
adoption of their lyftem has proceeded from a 
direftly oppofite caufe. Among thofe who adhere 
to it, there are many, who have had the hardelt 
itruggles with themfelves to receive its doArines. 
So iar have they been from eafily Hipping into 
Calvinifm, from its having any congeniality with 
their turn of mind, that their yielding to the 
arguments in its favour, has been the refult of a 
long procefs, in which, they have endured the 
hard labour of reiterated examination on both 
fides of tlie queftion ; fuffered much diftrefs ; and 
poured out many earneft prayers to God, for 
light to fee the truth in this cafe, and grace to 



62 

ibrreifdar ttmt ahMl to fhe difeovery. No prin« 
dple has perhaps niore operated in conduOring 
tbem to-tbe conclu&m in which they have fettled, 
Ihan the fear of oppofing their own notions to the 
dilates of God s woFd. Not natural difpofition, 
(iierefore, but piety^ has led them to adopt the 
Opinion they hold» 

Some who have undergone thefe conftids, have 
Ut length efcape4 from them, without coming to 
any conclufion on the queftion. Unable to over* 
eome the difficulties^ on either hand^ they fit 

* Of the difficulties fo often referred to on this fubjo^, 
Religionidft among the lower orders have vety little feeling. 
On ike doArine of predefuBation, for inftancei let them but 
be perfuaded of' their having the marks of God's ele^^ and 
they are fatisfied : their O^u fafety is their only concern on this 
bead. But this is not enough for devout minds of a fuperior 
order. Thefe look for fuch ads in God's government as are 
worthy of himfelf; and that not according to any conceptron 
of Him formed by their own imaginations or reafonings, 
(for ihi^ might be at bed but the^)fispring of ingenious 
ighorance) but according to ideas of him drawn from the 
fame fource to which the appeal is made, as to the truth of 
any doflrine alledged to be of divine authority ; namely, the 
Itttly Scriptures. Whilever there feems to be any degree of 
variance between what a given dodrine implies concerning 
the divine proceedings, and that idea of God which they 
have derived from the Scriptures, and under which ihey have 
contemplated the Supreme Being with profound reterencet 
and devout admiration, as the archetype of all that is great 
and goody fo long will that doctrine, if it feem to have any 
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down meekly refigned to their incompetency, and 
refolve to be filent They cannot fpeak in favour 
of penlfonal eledion, becaufe of fome infuperabl^ 
difficulties in the do£lrkie ; yet they dare not fpeak 
againft it, beeaufe they are not fully fatisfied with 
the Arminian explanation of fome parts of Scrip- 
ture by which it feems to be favoured. They eaa 
however leave the fubjed; with peace of mind; 
confiderin^ that they are not bound to concern 
themfelves with that which is fo obfcure, while 
they have time little enough to befiow on other 
things on which no ambiguity refts, and which 
they deem of greater importance. A man in this 
ftate of mind, liftens with an obedient ear to the 
fage advice of Milton's angel : 

*' Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid. 
Leave them to God above, iim fecve and ftar; ^ 



countenance from Scripture, be numbered by them among 
the things '* hard to be underfiood*' To fome of their fellow- 
creatures, the coufli^l that paflTes within them may be thought 
to lie between falfe notions of what is becoming of Deity, 
and authoritative declarations of the Divine will ; while tQ 
yim who knows their hearts they may make their appeal* 
that all their difficulty lies in this, that the pofition in quef-> 
tioQ appears (at prefeut) to be at war with ientiments, which 
ihe piruial of the Bibl^ has Uught them to cherifh ; witk 
frhidSples, to which, finding 9^ himfdf appeaiimg fa i^^m 
in juftticatton of his ways, they naturally refort, as the tefta 
by which they are to judge of the truth and goodnels of 
whatever comes before them i whether it be an arUcle of 
faith* or a point of duty. 
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Of otfier creatures, as him pleafes beft, -^ 

Wherever plac'd, let him difpofe. 

, Heav'n is for thee too high 

» To know what paifes there ; be lowly wife ; 
Think only what conceros thee and thy being/' 

A Paaadise Lost, 

Book 8. 

But there are good men on whofe minds the 
fubjcft has taken I'uch hold, that they mud labour 
Dn it till they come to fome decifion. Their piety 
(wc fay nothing about their judgment) will not 
fufer them to let the fubjefl: pafs, nor to be (ilent 
on it, when they have formed their conclufion. 
To their piety muft it likewife be afcribed perhaps, 
that they exprefs themfelves ftrongly on the point : 
it being of the nature of ardent piety to be earneft 
on that doctrine, which God is fuppofed to have 
taught Thus from aflbciating the idea of divine 
authority with the tenet they adopt, may a 
preacher of a mild and affe6lionate caft of mind 
be recognized as the ftrenuous aflertor of a doc- 
trine, the enforcing of which fome may receive, 
as the certain fign of a natural feverity of temper. 
Tlie avowal of the oppofite fentiment is alike 
fubjeft to mifinterpretation. 

It cannot be denied, that our natural tempera- 
ment has often a confiderable influence in the 
formation of our religious opinions. It muft be 
granted likewife, that in the maimer of holding 
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or enforcing a theological fyftem, the prevailing 
difpoiition of the perfon's mind will give that 
fyftem a tinge of its own complexion. Thus a 
mind of ha^^d quality, viewing the doftrine of 
perfonal eIe£Hon as a conftituent pa»t of Chrillian 
doftrine, will prefent it under an afpecl, from 
which, a more mild and benignant fpirit will 
recoil. 

But what hard minds make of a fyftem) is nothing 
to the point ; for they will make any thing hard. 
Let the man who condemns Calvinifm as the 
produft of fevere minds, look into the writings of 
fuch of its oppugners as poflefs any theological 
fufficiency (for as to our gay and eafy writers on 
religious fubje6is, we throw them entirely out of 
the comparifon) and he will find fome of them, 
enforcing their milder fyftem, as it is generally 
eonfidered, with as harfli ftatements as are to be 
found in the works of their opponents. It would 
be as unjuft in the one cafe, as in the other, to 
condemn the iyftem adopted, on account of the 
manner in which it is prefented. Let us confider 
the thing, apart from the colourings it may receive. 
Let us make the evidence of its truth or falfehoud^ 
the reafon of its adoption or rejedion. An<l 
wherever the truth fliall appear to lie, let tm 
endeavour to imitate thofe devout men on «:itlKf 
fide of the queilion we have been cot\(nU:tU% who 
though they cannot be of oik; opiiu^^ii f/ii thif 
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particular fubjefl, can both unite in giving glory 
to God : for each, however widely different their 
views be of this (ingle point, have that in their 
refpe6iive fyftems, which excites a thankful fenfe 
of divine mercy, and produces a holy life. 

The devout man who believes that none will be 
faved but thofe whom God from the beginning 
chofe to eternal life, trulting (from the figns of a 
converted mind) that he is one of that favoured 
number, is filled with humility, whenever be 
thinks of his happy condition. He fees no reafon 
why God ihould choofe him, but what he draws- 
from his own wife and righteous mind. He afcribes 
every thing by which his falvation has been at all 
forwarded, to the grace of God. To this, he 
attributes every good purpofe of his mind; his 
firft ferious thought ; his progrefs in holinefs ; and 
all the means by which that progrefs has heefi 
aided. While thus filled with admiration of the 
love of God to himfelf, he adores him with awful 
reverence as a juft Being, when he reflefts on 
his paffing others by ; confidering, from the opinion 
he holds of the fallen condition of man, that as 
all were deferving of their Maker's rejeftion, 
God was at perfe3; liberty to choofe wbrch of them 
it pleafed him to make the obje£b of grace ; and 
that of courfei ^is goodnefs is not impeached, by 
leaving fome of the tranfgreflbrs to the con^ 
fequences of their difobedience^ 



llie devout man, who efpduies the bppofitft 
lyitem, equally admires the love of God, though 
he does not view it through the medium of an 
eternal elefition of individuals. His Maker i$ 
* endeared to him, as one who is merciful to all. 
To his apprehenfion, it is a more certain fourdfe 
of comfort, that God is willing *^ that all fhould 
** come to repentance/' than that he has deter- 
mined to overcome every impediment lo the con- 
verfion and falvation ofjbme : inafmuch as that 
which renders the falvation of any man poflible, 
gives hope to evert/ one who is ferioufly difpofed to 
ftrive for it in his own cafe. Yet divine grace is 
not lefs his conftant theme of praife, than it is 
that of the decided Calviniit: firmly perfuaded, 
that man by nature is in a guilty and ruined ftate, 
he traces the work of redemption by Chrift, and 
all the means of caiTying it into effcd;, with all 
the fucceis that has attended thofe means, to that 
caufe. 

The belief of being elefted to eternal life, 
however it may tend to weaken a fenfe of the 
abfolute necelTuy of holinefs, and however it may 
actually b^get a laxity of conduft in feme who 
entertain it, has no licentious effeA on the devout 
Calvinift. Though the ftrain of his converfation 
run more on the fubjecl of free grace than on that 
of a well-fpent life, yet his life is well fpent 
Religious duties^ purity of heart, works of charity. 
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juftice and honour in all his tranfa6tions with men, 
are obligations which he acknowltdges and prac* 
tiles : confidering himfelf bound by the mercy, as 
well as the authority of God, to obey his will ; 
and feeling himfelf excited to honour the latter^ 
by the fenfe he has of the former. 

So likewife, though the fcheme to which the 
other character adheres, may on fome who main^- 
tain it, operate in fuch a way as to beget too much 
dependance on themfelves; yet in him who re- 
ceives it with a devotional mind, it is accompanied 
-'With the ' utmoft humility ; with an entire reliance 
on Chrifi; with an habitual dependance on the 
aids of divine grace ; and a thankful ascription of 
every thing good in him to God, as its author. 

The pqffibility of what is here fiated, may be 
very reafonably prefumed ; as to the matter of 
fafty we may confidently appeal to all competent 
And impartial obfervers. They w^o are well 
informed of the ftate of the religious world know, 
that there are not only genuine piety and goodnefs 
to be found in both thefe clafles of Chriftians, bii^t 
individuals in both, who (land clear of the charges 
exhibited by intemperate accufers on either fide : 
Cuilvinifts, who hold the divine decrees to be 
confident with the free agency of man, though in 
a way they pretend not to explain; Calvinifis, 
who confider men to be refponfible to God fo^ 
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their reafon, their time, their religious advantages, 
their power of doing good, and all other talents 
committed to them ; and Arminians, who though 
in the habit of confidering falvation to be fufperided 
on the performance of terms and conditions on 
their part, regard this confiitution as perfeftly 
confifient with aCb of fpecial farour ; honour the 
free grace of God ; and hold his purpofes to be 
free from all contingency. 

I am aware, that thefe fa6b leave the great 
queftion between the Calvinills and Arminians 
where it was. However holy the lives of fome 
Calvinifts may be, full it may be true, that their 
peculiar doArine leads to the confequences they 
dei^. He who could fietirly make this out, would 
achieve fomething. But let him who attempts this 
taik, think of the awful ground on which he muft 
tread. Let him not confider the dodrine of pre* 
deftination, as an infulated propofition ; but bear 
in mind all the queftions involved in the fubjeft. 
Let the moft profound reverence of God accom* 
pany him; that he may be deterred from ever 
advancing any thing which may feem to derogate 
from the perfedion of his Creator^s knowledge, 
or wifdoiD : for pofitions of this kind can ferve no 
caufe bat diat of Atbeifm. Let him confider. 
before he ventures forth with the fruit of his 
ftudies^ whether be can anfwer objeaions, not 
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vith impious intrepidity of aifertiony but; with 
reverence toward thqfe points, which all devotit 
minds on both fides of the queftion treat with 
pioQS awe* Jn this way it will be found no eaiy 
thing to anfwer all objedions. To anfwer them 
all indeed, may be too much to require. But 
thus much, ^fter the world has beeq fufficiently 
wearied with altercation on the poinU may be 
demanded of any new writer: that the greater 
number of obje6tions be refuted, and fufficient 
reafon (hewn why the remainder fhould be waved. 
He who cannot come up tq thefe requirements, 
may furniih one fet of difputants witli new meaos 
pf annoying another, but will never reconcile 
parties* We have had however. enough of war : 
it is not It new ally ih^t i3 wapt^d, but i^n uqapire. 

I hope that I (hall not be thought preftiming, if 
I recommend it to them who chofe to employ their 
faculties on this fubjeft, not to contemplate the 
dodrine of election apart from its relation to the 
fcheme of Chriftianity. If the CaWiniftic view 
of it be right, then the Chri^Uan fyftem is not a 
conftitution of unlimited gracious intention to allj 
to whom 'its adminiftration is afforded ; but a 
particular adjuftment defigned for tlie good of 
onljf a feUH nuniber^ previoufly chofen to be the 
fubje6ts of its effe^ual operation, and the re- 
cipients of its l^enefits^ In wbich of thefe ttfo 
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lights the Chriftian fyftem is to be confidered^ is 
a point 9f tlie utmoft importance *. 

I deem it an unhappinefs, that my reading does 
not enable me to name a work, which goes fully, , 
and with evident fubjeCtion of mind to the entire 
teftimony of Scripture, into this momentous 
enqiliiy. 

The time may ^ come, when fome genius may 
arife to elucidate this point, with capacity equal 



* That the penmen of holy Scripture when writing againft 
t\iofe who fuppofedy that there might be any thing like 'con* 
tingeocy in the adminiftration of the divine government, or 
the want* of a perfeft Ibrefight of all events, in the divine 
mind, or any want of power in God to accomplifli his 
fpecific deiigns, either of judgment or mercy ; that they, I 
fay, when oppofing fuch notions, ihould exprels themfelv^ 
in a manner that feems lo favour the predeftinarian doArine, 
is perfedly conceivable on the fuppofition of their not holding 
fuch a dodrine. For any pious perfon, who had never heard 
or thought of fuch a dodrine, would probably expreis bim« 
felf to the fame effed, while writing under the immediate 
impreffion of the errors above fpecified. But the queftion is, 
whether it can be gathered from the language of thefe very 
writers, that there was fuch a fyftem in their minds as that 
which is properly denominated Calvinifm ; or whether the 
lenour of holy writ (the immediate objed of the writer in 
every cafe being taken into account) tends to prefent revealed 
religion under any other afped, than that of a genera! can- 
Jtitntion : its authority, binding on all who are favoured witk 
its publication; \U gracious provifi^ns, open to them alL 
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to the inveftigatioo, aj)4 piety equal to his talents* 
A performance on fueh a fubje£t, writtea by « 
truly pbilofophical fpirit; by a mind that can 
penetrate into principles, as well aa cite authorities; 
by an author, thoroughly acquainted with the 
nature of vital Chriftianity, and filled with the 
deepeit reverence of all the natural and moral 
perfefiions of Deity ; evidently pofleiling a du« 
fenfe of the limited powers of man, a firm per- 
fuafion of the infpiration of the Scriptures, a 
perfe£l willingnefs to abid^ by its decifions, a 
devout feeling of the difficulty attending fome 
queftions on which the difcuffion muft impinge^ a 
fortitude that rendered him equally fearlefa 
of an opprobrious name from the world, or of 
not being confidered orthodox by the religious, 
and a Chriftian tendernefs that made him careful 
never to (hock or wound thofe who differed from 
him: — a performance from fuch a writer, it may 
1^ worth our while to perufe. As for thofe pror 
dudions which go not to the bottom of the queP* 
tion, embrace not the whole breadth of it, advert 
not to its bearings on infinitely important points; 
which, with a profeffed appeal to the Scriptures, 
Dnly overwhelm us with quotations iele6ted with a 
partial hand ; which are evidently the produce of 
a weak, or wayward mind ; of men, who either 
cannot grafp the fubjeCk, or are determined to 
have their own way in the debate: — it is but 
lofiug time, to read them. 
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Till fomething appear wbieb (hall meet the main 
difficulties on the Calviniftic queiUon, in a way 
iatisfaAory to thofe, who regard with equal re« 
verence every part of holy writ, (a defideratum 
which many devout minds on either fide would 
rejoice to fee produced) we muft be content to fee 
men take different views of the fubje£i ; and think 
we have as much as can reafonably be expefied in 
this imperfect fiate, if we perceive, fome on either 
fide endeavouring in their refpeCtive ways to check 
the progrefs of evil. 

And even if we be ftrongly perfuaded, that the 
iyftem of thofe who differ from us is wrong, let us 
not hailily condemn the labours of every one who 
holds it ; but enquire, whether it operate alike in 
all of them. And if we perceive, that there are 
fome^ who though they hold that fyflem, yet a£l 
in fuch a way as to (how, that it has no hurtful 
influence on them in tliofe a£U in which the public 
good is concerned, let us beware of accufing them 
of doing harm. This is the cafe of that clergy- 
man, who though holding the Calviniftic opinion 
refpe£ling the divine decrees^ never brings that 
opinion into his public inltrudions ; never neglefb 
to enforce good works ; never fails either to warn 
fioners of their danger, or to exhort them to turn 
to God. For though it may be bis opinion, that 
his exhortations will never produce an effefiual 
change on any, but thofe whom God has pro- 
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vioufly cbofen to eternal life ; yet if he confider 
this as a matter he is to leave to God, and that it 
is his duty to ufe all the means of recovering men 
to God, juft as if no fuch decree had pafled the 
counfels of Heaven ; not one duty incumbent on 
a Chriftian inftrudor is there omitted by him; 
BOt one means of improving the morals of fociety 
is there negle^d ; not one individual lefs is there 
turned to God, through the Calvinifm of fuch a 
man : or for want of any endeavour on his part, 
which his being of an oppofite opinion would 
have led him to make. ^' 



SECTION III. 

On the Sentiments of the Clergy in fue/iion, re-- 
fpeBing the DoQrine of Jujiification. 

X HE obfervations I have to offer on this point, 
apply equally to thofe perfons called Evangelical 
Clergymen who think with Calvin on the fubjeCi 
of the divine decrees, and fuch of them as differ 
from him on that queftion. The doftrine of 
juftification by faith, is not an appropriate part of 
Calvinifm. It has been fo reprefented indeed, by 
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fome modern controvertirts : but it is to be boped, 
that on thiS) and fome other queftions, the ad- 
monition of a lately departed prelate will not be 
forgotten. Let the paflage be remembered as the 
dying words of a man of confummate learning in 
his profeffion, who grieved to fee with what " little 
** knowledge of the fubjeCt fome adventured to < 
** write againft Calvinifm/' — " Take ejpecial care^ 
** before you aim your Jhqfts at Calvinifmj that 
'* you know what is Calvinifm, and what is not : 
^' that in that mafs ofdoStrinty which it is of late 
** become the fajhion to abu/e under the name of 
** Calvinifm, you can dijiinguijh with certainty 
** between that part of it, which is nothing better 
** than Calvinifin, and that which belongs to our 
'^ common Chri/iianity, and the general faith of the 
^' reformed churches ; left when you mean only to 
^^ fall foul of Cahini/hij you Jkould unwarily 
** attack fomething more facred and of higher 
•' origin^, '^ 

That the doftrine now before us is not a pecu- 
liarity of Calvin's fchool, there needs no other 
proof than this, that Calvin's great opponent has 
left it on record) that on this point he was perfe£Uy 
agreed with him. The words of Arminius are 
thcfe: " Quoniam vero Deus juftitiam Chrifti 
" nemini iinputat nifi fidelibus, ftatuo hoc fenfu 

• Biihop HorOey's kft chftrgf * 
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^ bene et proprie dici fidem faomini credenti, ia 
^ juAitiam ex gratia unputari : Quatcnos Deos 
** Jefum Cbriftum Filium fuum propoAiit triininal 
** gratiaBy fire propitiationem per fidem in fanguine 
** ipfiui. Sed quicquid hie fi^ nea firnteotia 
'^ Calvini^ quern tamen nemo noftrum reprehendit 
** atque male in hac re feDtientem, quin paratas 
'^ eiTem manui meie fubnotatione fubfcribere illis, 
^* qu9 in tertio Inftitutionum fuarum libro de hae 
^^ re dicity iifque calculummeumadjicere^" It 
ihall be left ta the reader^s judgment to determine, 
whether we ihould write in the margin of this 
paiTage, *^ The Cahimfm of ArminiuSf*' or en- 
title the third book of Calvin's Inftitutes, The 
ArminiaAifm of Calvitu 

To return to the perfons of whom we are to 
give an account. It has unhappily been converted 
into an obieftion aguinft them, that the doCtrine 
of juftification is a frequent topic of inftru6^ion 
with them: thus (as their accufers exprefs them- 
felves) perplexing tlieir hearers with abfirufe 
fpeculations, inftead of employing themfelves in 
inculcating the neceflity of a good life. The 
objc6tion goes on the fuppofition, that the point 
in queiUon is of little moment in the concerns of 



* Sf € the paffage in that part of the works of Arminius 
eutuled, *' DetlumUo fcDtentue D« Jac. Aitninii, de jufcifi* 
** cftUonc Lominis ceraa Deo.*' 
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falyadoiL The language, however, of the greateH | 

of Apoftles conveys a very different idea. To i 

« render Chrifi of no effeB;' to ''fall from graced' ' 

are confequences that could never refult from the 

fentiments men might hold on an unimportant 

point. Such, however, are the confequences with 

which St Paul charged erroneous opinions on the 

do€hrine of juftification *• This furely may fuffice 

to filence thofe, who would confign the point in 

queftion to the clafs of '' fruitlefs fpeculations." 

While however the importance of the fubje(% is 
maintained, it may be acknowledged that on this, 
as well as other doCtrinal points, it is poffible to 
exceed in the quantity of attention given to it* 
Nor can there be any doubt, that fome preachers 
of the founded opinions on the fubje6l, have . 
exceeded the due meafure of attention to it; 
and that they have thereby generated in their 
hearers more oi a turn for controveriial divinity, 
than of that defire to *^ grow in grace,*' which it 
Ihould be the leading objeft of a Chriftian teacher 
to excite and cberiih. 

But there is an objefiion of a more ferious 
nature to be noticed. The clergy who are blamed 
for frequently bringing forward the do€brine in 
queftion, are accufed of dating it in fuch a wayi 

• GaL T. 4. 
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as leads their difciples to conclude, th^t faith alone 
will (kve them. Whether this be the cafe or not. 
let the reader judge, from a fair reprefentation of 
what tbey maintain. 

Juftification, they date to be an a£k of God*s 
free grace, by which they who turn to God, are 
treated as if they had never violated the law of 
their Creator. To (how mankind the true ground 
of our acceptance with God, is their aim in treating 
of this fubjeft : and farther than to prove, that 
this hope muft reft folely on the mediation of 
Chrifi, and not on the ground of any fuppofed 
worthinefs in themfelves, either in whole or 
in part, few of them tarry their difcuffions on 
the point. When juftification begins, whether in 
baptifm, or not till the day of judgment^ whether 
it may be loft, and then recovered, or whether 
when once obtained it can never be forfeited, thefe 
are queftions which I have never heard any of 
them difcufs in the pulpit, and with which few of 
them, L believe, ever perplex their hearers. 

They are accufed of attributing to faith, as a 
work, a certain virtue in the bufinefs of juftifica- 
tion, as if this would entitle a man to the benefits 
of it The fad: is, that the fole caufe of their 
laying fo much ftrefs on faith is this, that that 
term expreiTes fomething diftin6l from every thing 
that implies a work or a performance, on which a 
claim to any privilege or enjoyment can be found'- 
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ed: fiuth being the mere a£k of receiving the 
benefit conferred ; or, as Dr. Waterland has eX'* 
prefled himfelf, ** a man^s accepting of it to have 
and to hold upon fuch kind of tenure as God 
propofes: that is to fay, upon ^ felf-denying 
^^ tenure, confidering himfelf as a guilty man, 
'' fianding in need of pardon^ and of borrowed 
'' merits, and at length refting upon mercyJ* 
This they conceive, as Dr. Waterland fubjoins, is 
what St. Paul means by faiths and which he main- 
tains ^' againft any proud claimants, who would 
'' hold by a more felf-admiring tenure *•" 

It is not therefore faith, as a commutative a£l^ 
7>r fomething that will anfwer the purpofe of 
univerfal obedience, tliat they enforce, but as an 
a6; involving in its very nature the renunciation of 
all claim upon the Divine goodneis. Yet becaufe 
they maintain, that we are juftified by faith, and 
not by works, they are reprefented as abettors of 
the folifidian herefy. And fuch is the light in 
which they are held by the public. They are 
confidered as teachers, who reduce all religion to a 
fingle article; and as leading people, like fome 
Enthufiafts of former days, to depreciate all means 
of grace; all duties of natural .religion ; all re- 
lative obligations; all endeavours after perfonal 

* WatefluKl on Juftificatioii, page 29, 8to. vol. ii. Sd e4. 
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improviMMit in monk ; and to place all religioa 
M ^||l pcribafioa that Clirifi wm ikTe tfaei^ 

TUa opiokm of them would have fotnetfalng for 
it§ fuppart, wen the dofiiine m queftioii fet op 
by then to the preyodiee of moral dodes; as it 
would be^ were it fo fiated as to ^e peo{rfe an 
idea, that the Chriftian fcheme of jufiification was 
a new conftitotion, which fuperfeded die obligation 
of perfonal obedience. But b the dodrine fo 
dated by them ? Is there a fuigle requirement of 
the moral law fet afide by them ? Is there in their 
difcourfes on this fubje£l fo much as an infinua- 
tion, that believing h a commutation for doing ; 
or that the obedience and death of Chrift releafed 
men from the obliga^on of the law, in any one 
particular? Thofe who attend their preaching, well 
know the contrary. Their difcourfes teach men 
lo conceive of the law of God, as an emanation 
of divine wifdom and juilice, of eternal and 
linchangeable obligation ; and of Chriftianity, as 
a conftitutioo intended to raife the mind of fallen 

ft 

man to the higheft pitch of reverence for the law; 
and to form him to a willing obfervance of all its 
requirements, in their full extent, while it reveals 
the way, in which the falvation of penitent tranf- 
greflbra may be obtained. Such are the feutiments 
of the writer of thefe pages, concerning the law 
and tha UofpeL And if the men of whom he is 
(peaking taught otherwife, he ihould think it his 
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duty (if be wrote about them) to warn die Cfarif> 
dan world a^ioft tbem, as corrupters of tbe 
of Chrift. 



It 



It has been objeded to them, howevi^, by fame 
of their fairer opponents: " that they do not 
hold forth obedieoee to the precepts of Chrif- 
tianity, as the amditum of jufitfication.*' But 
if they urge the indifpenfible neeeffi^ of good 
works to falvatiouy their teaching tends as dSTec* 
tually to the produdion of Christian pra&ice^ as 
if they maintained, that juftification was incom- 
plete without the performance of good works; 
Both they who infift on works as a condition of 
our juftification, and they who rejed this language 
as unfcriptural, maintain the abfolute neceffity of 
holinels; but each on different grounds > one 
contending that juftification is fufpended on our 
fanflification ; the other, that fanftification is fa 
infeparable from a juftified ftate^ that where the 
former is not, the hope of being in the latter is a 
deluiion. Were the teachers laft mentioned to 
enforce obedience as the condition of juitificatioi^ 
they would fay no more to deter men from reftioig 
in the mere belief of the do&rine in queftion, tiian 
they already do, by declaring that " without 
'' holintfs no man Jkall fee the Lord;*' and in 
conftantly maintaining that that faith which is 
not accompanied with good work% is a " dead 

« faitk:* 
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Againft tbe term condition^ there feems to be & 
narrow prejudice among the advocates for the 
doArine of juftification by faith ; as among other 
divines, there is perhaps as bigotted a tenacioufnefs 
df the term. It is not difficult to account for this. 
Difgufled with the antinominian caft which many 
of the preachers during the Ufurpation gave to 
their difcourfes, the clergy of the Church of 
England fet themiblves to reftore that regard t» 
tlie preceptive part of Chriftianityy which bad 
been negleded by the popular preachers of the 
'day. From hence, as it is in human nature to run 
from one extreme to another, a ftrain of preaching 
obtained, in which a grievous dearth of evangelical 
language is obfervable. Tbe terms of the Chri/fian 
Covenant^ the conditions offalvation^ the reward 
of a well-fpent /i/e, became the reigning phrafeo- 
logy» This firain, accompanied not unfrequently 
^ith fome flighting inuendocs at grace and faith, 
begat in minds deeply impreflfed with the import- 
ance of the ne^e^ed truths, a degree of prejudice 
againft a term which (properly defined) need not 
offend any Chriftian' mind. For what objedion 
tan there be againft the word condition^ provided 
it be underftood to mean, as Mr. Daubeny defines 
it, '* not the eaufe by which an effed is produced, 
but the circum/iance without which that eSe& will 
not take place*?'' 

* Daubenj*8 Viadicue Ecdefis, page 296, 
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To the term fo tinderflood, many of the advo- 
cates for the dodrioe of juftification by faith have 
nothing to ohjeft, when ufed in reference to the 
final refult of religion. But confining the word 
juftification to the fimple queftion to which it 
relates, namely, to the ieing treated as righteous^ 
they know not how to fpeak of conditions on fucfi 
a fubjeCt. And that, not merely becaufe there is 
no fuch expreffioD in the Scriptures as the candi^ 
tians of juftificatioHj for jieither are the wcnrdsy 
conditions of falvation^ to be found there, which 
yet they do not objefi; to; but becaufe there feems 
to be nothing faid in the Scriptures on the fubjeft 
that implies the idea. In all the writings of St 
Paul, in which fo much occurs on this fubje6^ 
nothing do we find oppofed to what the corrupters 
of the do&rine advanced, that implies any other 
idea of juftification, than that of its being a 
perfe6Uy gratuitous aft of God. 

It is contended, however, and thafe upon the 
authority of only one tex^ James ii. S4^ that the 
holy Scripture teaches us, to confider works as 
having a hand in our juftification. This is maia- 
tained by a writer now living ever to be honoured 
for the truly Chriftian temper widi which he has 
ftated his fentiments*. No perfon indeed can 

^ Archdeacon Pott, iti his '^ Cofifi<leration9 oa th« gi^Dersl 
Coiiditi9iit of the Chriftiaa CoYeuaaU'* 
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more explicitly afleft than he does, that the fole 
ground of our juftification is the merit of Chrift; 
yet bis reafoning on the pafTage alluded to, tends 
to lead the reader to coniider works as concurring 
in the believer's juftiiication *. 

In this paflage of Holy writ our author contends, 
that ^^ there is not a word of that forced difiinftion" 
of which a well-known commentator, Mr. Burkit^ 
fpeaks, viz. *^ that faith only juftifies, and yet not 
" that faith which is folitary f." It may be re- 

* The following extrad exbibits the archdeacon's fentiments 
on the fubjed, at one view. '* God is the fole efficient 
*' caufe of juftification ; the merits of his only begotten Son 
'' the procuring caufe ; faith the means ; and repentance, 
** faith, and obedience, the conditions/' — Comsiberations, 
&c. page 98. 

f That diftindlion here called a forced one, was not thought 
to merit fuch a charader bj one of the mod highly rated 
fermon writers of the Englifh Church. Bi(hop Atterbury, 
in ills defence of Luther, has thefe words : *' Luther teaches 
** indeed^ that ^des fola juftificat, but uoi foUtaria, Goocl 
works are infeparable attendants on. this juftifying faith, 
but they contribute nothing to the aS pf j unification : 
they make not juft, but are always with them that are 
** made fo. This is Luther's, was the Church of Rome's % 
**• and is now the Church of England's dodrine : and if he f 
" will be pleafed to attaok it as fuch, it (hall not want a 
« defender." 

* Vide Tboffl. Aq. Lee. 4. in GaL 3. 

t The writtf to whom the biihop was replyidg. 
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plied; neither is there a word about works &sa 
condition of juftificatioo. It is truly affe&ing to 
obferve, how much the fpirit of controverfy has 
taken advantage of this folitary paflage of Scrip- 
ture. To hear one Apoftle fay, " we arejujiified 
^ by faithy and not by works;'* and another as 
exprelsly declare, " that we arejujiified by works, 
'** and not by faith only ;'* is fuch a difficulty, as 
ought to make us devoutly cautious of what m'O 
oifer as a folution. It has been thought a fafe 
rule of interpretation, to be guided by the tenour of 
Scripture in the explanation of particular paflages* 
In the prefent cafe, however, we feem not to be 
driven to this laft refort We are of opinion, to 
ufe Dr. Waterland's words, (though not to fub- 
fcribe to all he has advanced on the fubje£t) that 
the two apoiUes were at perfeO: agreement on the 
article of juilification : that " if St Paul had bad 
'^ precifely the fame quefiion before him which St 
*^ James happened to have, he would have decided 
** juft as St. James did : and if St James had had 
'^ precifely the fiwie queftion before him which St 
'' Pavl had, he would have determined juft as St 
" Paul did ♦." The principles, as Dn Waterland 
continues, '' were exa6Uy the fame ; but the quef- 
" tions were diverfe," 

* Waterland on Juftification, page 27> 
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Coneerning St PauFs queftion, there is no 
difagreement. But what was St« James's queftion ? 
Surely no perfon, who reads his words with a 
mind unbiaiied by a fyitem, can miftake it. The 
whole of his epiltle feems to be an attack upon 
unfound profeflbrs of Chriftianity ; unfound, not 
in opinion^ but as to pradice. His firlt impUed 
charge againft them was, that they were merely 
fpeculadve hearers of God's word; his fecond, 
that they were fervilely attentive to the rich» 
while they negleded the poor; his third, that 
their faith was not accompanied with good works* 
In his animadverfions on thefe faults, he Ihows 
what effed Chriftianity fliould have had on them, 
in each of the cafes fpecified : that it Ihould have 
made them not merely hearers of the word, but 
doers of it ; that it (hould have made them atteo* 
tive to the wants and comforts of their poorer 
brethren; that it fliould have made them not 
fatisfied with the belief of doffarines, but led them 
to the practice of thofe duties, without which the 
moft orthodox opinions would be of no avail. 

In addrefling himfelf to thofe who reited on 
their orthodoxy, it was natural to ^mention feme 
diftinguiihed article of faith taught by the Chriftian 
infiru6bor8 of that day. Thus incidentally does he 
in the courfe of his animadverfions touch on the 
fubjed of juftification ; without ftopping at that 
point, or fuffering himfelf to be drawn by its 
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ioiportance, into any digraffion on the iubjeSk. 
He paffes on to other cenfurable things in the 
€onduft of profefied believers ; all tending to (hew 
the emptinefs of thofe preteniions to the Chriftian 
chara3er, which were not fupported by the tempers 
and conduft inculcated in the GofpeL 

From all which the queilion before him is fuffi- 
ciently obvious : it was not the conditions ofju/H-^ 
Jication; but the nature of genuine faitlu This 
he Ihows to be diftinguifliable from all fpurious 
refemblances, by the holy fruits with which it is 
accompanied* Nor does there feem to be any 
thing more to be gathered from the paflage on the 
fubje£t of juftification than this: that a juftified 
ftate is demon&rated by works. On no other 
fuppofition yet devifed, does it feem poiTible to 
avoid one of thefe two confequences : either, that 
the two apofiles difagree ; or that St. James s 
teftimony muft be taken to fupply what was omitted 
by St. Paul. Had the fwmer gone fo fully and fo 
frequently into the queilion as the latter did/ the 
iecond confequence might pofiibly be admitted, 
without any detriment to that divine inlpiration 
under which it is allowed that both apoftles wrote. 
But we have yet to learn, how the teftimony of a 
witnefs who fpeaks but once, and that only in* 
cidently, on a fubjeft, can be taken to fupply a 
fuppofed deficiency in the difcourfes of another, 
of equal authority and endowments, who treated 
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it at large ; who ia more inftances than one had it 
before bim as the only queftion ; and as a queftion 
in bis own account of the greateft importance. 

By keeping in yiew, what the context fliowg to 
have been the queftion before St James, viz. 
genuine faith, the apparent oppofition between 
the refpeQive language of the two apoftles is 
annihilated; and that without taking the leaft 
liberty with the text. When St. Paul is on the 
fame queftion, he fpeaks in terms of the fame 
import with thofe ufed by his fellow-witnefs ; the 
faith he teacheSi is a faith aceompaqied with good 
works : a faith without works^ whatever truths it 
may embrace, is equally condemned by both. Nor 
does the ordinary ufe of language require us to 
confider what St» James has incidentally faid on 
being juftified, as being irreconcileable with the 
do&rine maintained by St Paul on the fulled; or 
with what our Church has exprefled on the point 
in queftion with admirable fimplicity *, 

To fpeak of conditions then in the matter of 
juftification, feems to be a language not authorized 

* ** Ws are accounted righteous before God» only for the 
*' aierit of our Lord and Saviour Jefus ChriA by fajth, and 
** not for our own \Torks or defervings : wherefore, that we 
** arc juilified by faiUi only is a moft wholefome dodrine, 
** and Tery full of coinfort» as more lar]gely is exprefled in 
•* the homily of juAification/— £fa«i|/A jfrtklc/iktCkmrdk 
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by the paffitge generally adduced for &e pnrpofe. 
JBai tbis is not the only objedidn that may be made 
to fuch a language': it lends to miflead. To the 
reverend archdeacon himfelf, the idea we have 
centroverted may probably do no mifchief. He ap- 
pears to be well grounded in the great pointy that 
Chrift's merits are the only ground of our juiUfica* 
tibn in the fight of God. He feems fully aware 
likewife, of the imperfedion of the heft works of 
the heft men. We conceive that he would view 
with a truly Chriftian humility, every part of his 
0um performance of the conditions of juftificatioa; 
but whether the fyiiem for which he contends^ 
would be equally harmlels to all who may adhere 
to it, is rather doubtful. It certainly prefents the 
point in queftion under an afpe£l too correfpondent 
to the grofs views of the generality of mankind^ 
who conceive of Chriftianityi under the idea of 
a covenant of works, and that of no very ftriCfc 
nature: their conception of Chriftianity, when 
afce^inedy being generally found to amount to 
nothing more than this : that it is a kind of pro* 
pofal made to them, in which God engages to 
beilow fom0 favours of which they ftand in need^ 
provided they do fome things which he requires. 
The only means we have of raifing the mind to 
fomething above this inadequate conception^ is 
tlie developement of the covenant of grace ; the 
clear ftatement of its nature and conftitution; 
the definite exhibition of Hih, wbofe mediation 
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is its central truth ; and the frequent diredion of 
tixe hearer's eye to him, as the only hope of a 
fiJlen creature from firft to lafL 

Is there then no place for conditions in the fyfieai 
of Chriftian inftrudion ? For the conditions offal- 
uition, there certainly is. When underftood to 
defignate that perfonal obedience without which 
we cannot be faved, let them be urged with the 
Qtmoft zeal. But let care be taken, that there be 
not too fparing a ufe made of that kind of Ian* 
guage, which ferves to keep the appropriate ex- 
cellencies of Chriftianity in fight /Hie pronenefs 
there is in mankind to fink down to mere natural 
religion, is not fufficiently counteraded by that 
ftrain of preaching which leads people to con- 
clude, ^' that as in confequehce of the death of 
** Chrift, they may be fared, on certain con- 
** ditions, all they have to concern themfelves 
^* with in religion, is, to fee to it, tliat tbofe 
^^ conditions are performed." In this conception 
many reft; of whom it may be affirmed, that 
though Chrift has fome place in their religious 
views, yet that they are in a ftate of very affeding 
ignorance of the office of the Redeemer ; of the 
office of the Holy Spirit; of their own imperfec- 
tions ; of their need of continual forgivenefs and 
continual help ; and of many other points, which 
the infpired writers are ever bringing before the 
mind. I am perfuaded, that the reverend arch» 
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deacoD would not be fatisfied to fee Lis own flock 
in fach a fiate ; but be would find it bard perhaps 
to prevent it, but by ftrenuoufly oppofing tbat 
aptitude there is in mankind to place their reUance 
on their own performances. And for this purpofe^ 
no proceeding feems better calculated, than the 
frequent inculcation of this truth : that nothing 
can prevent our itanding in the fight of God as 
guilty creatures> but bis own merciful- willingneft 
to accept the obedience of his blefled Son in our 
behaie 



It is widi this view, and not from an idea that 
all religion confifis in the belief of certain articles 
of £uthy that the do£trine of gratuitous juftification 
is fo frequent a fubjeCt of difcourfe among the 
Clergy called Evangelical mioifters. Their motives 
lie in the fenfe they have of the importance of 
humility to the Cbriftian cbara£ier; and their 
being aware, Jiow much that propenfity to over- 
rate ourfelves> of which we all have reafon to 
complain, is apt to take advantage of a man's 
poflefling any degree of moral fuperiority. 

Whether every one of them purfue their objefi 
judicioufly, may indeed be doubted. Some of 
them in their zeal for fupprefling fpiritual prid^ 
are occafionally heard to exprefs themfelves un- 
guardedly on the fubjeft of moral virtue ; as fome 
of tbeir opponents do on that of faith. 
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It may bo doubted likewife, whether in repelling 
the attacks of thofe, who reprefeot their dodrine 
as hoftiie to maraiity, they always take the molt 
effectual method pf refuting the charge. It were 
to be wi(hed (I pretend not to prefcribe an in- 
faUible remedy againft obje6lIon) that their reply 
did not confift merely in afierting, that holinefs is 
a necejfary confequence of true faith. For al- 
though this be a point not to be negle£ied, yet as 
B defence in this cafe, it may be inadequate. How* 
ever well it be argued, the obje6lor may Itill reply, 
that our fyftem renders obedience precarious; 
inasmuch as it is thereby committed to the opera- 
tion of a principle, fubjefk to occafional remiffions 
of its potency. It might fhorten the debate, there- 
fore, to put obedience at once on that ground, on 
which it flood from the firfl, and muft itand for 
ever ; the obligation of the Divine law : that law, 
which being but the expreffion of the will of Him 
who is perfcd; in wifdom, holinefs, and goodnefs, 
muft remain binding on man, whatever change of 
. circumftances may take place in his condition, or 
to whatever extent tlie clemency of the Lawgiver 
may be carried. What it requires being that which 
is righteous in itfelf, it can demand of man in a 
ftate of innocence nothing more ; nor of man in 
a fallen ftate, whether the individual have or have 
not the hope of forgivenefs, any thing lefs. fiy 
this procedure the objedion is at once obviated ; 
the appearance .of rather evading, than fairly 
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Bieeting it, is avoided ; and the objedor is filenced : 
he is anfwered, not merely by dating a confe* 
quence he might difpote ; but by maintaining 
premifeSy which leave him nothing to contend for. 

Let them, therefore, who hold the do6);rine of 
gratuitous juftification, mak^ it clearly underfiood, 
that altliough they maintain the efficacy of true 
faith in producing holinefs ; yet that they have an 
antecedent confideration, by which to enforce 
obedience : and that they never lofe fight of it 
Let the unaltered obligation of the moral law of 
God be before their eyes, even when moft warmed . 
by that gracious fyftem held forth in the Gofpel ; 
that no idea favourable to the wilhes of a dif* 
obedient mind, may be derived from what is faid 
of that fyftem. Let not the latter be fo prefented, 
as to have the fliape of fome new adjuftment; 
made by the great Creditor, of which unprincipled 
defaulters may take the benefit. Let it be held 
forth as what it aflually is, a merciful provifion 
for the relief of a penitent debtor, which while it 
difcovers the Divine clemency, teaches the debtor 
to underitand and acknowledge the jufinefs of bis 
Creator's claims ; and inftead of fuggefting any 
thing that tends to make him think it lefs necef- 
fary now, than it formerly was, to keep thofe 
juft demands in view, rather fupplies him with 
additional motives for endeavouring faitlifully to 
difchargc them. 
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SECTION rr. 

Of their injtjling on the Necefity of a Change of 

Heart. 

GrREAT reafon have we to be thankful to God, 
that the evidences of the truth of Chriftianity are 
fo numerous. Among thefe, we account it none 
of the leaft confiderable, that here we often per* 
teive a moral effe£k produced, to which there is 
no where elfe to be found a parallel : this religion 
fo operating on the heart, in many infiances^ as 
not only to occafion a reformation of conduft i 
buty as far as we can judge, a change in the very 
difpofitions of the mind. 



effed indeed is not in all inftances com* 
plete ; nor in every cafe in which it feems to take 
place, are its indications permanent We fome* 
times fee thofe, who appeared to have an extra* 
ordinary eameftnefs in religion, lofe a confideraUe 
portion of their ardour in the caufe ; and in a 
few, whofe minds feemed to be completely re« 
novated, the figns of fuch a change entirely dif« 
appear. 

It is matter of fad, tliat Chriftianity has not 
the efifeCi of which we are fpeaking on every one 
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of thofe who admit the truth of the GofpeL Our 
religion is profefled by many, who never enquire 
much into its natuhe. Such perfons^ never en- 
deavouring to feel its motives^ will not of courie 
fhew any figns of its extraordinary power. Their 
virtue will be of no higher charafi»r, than the 
condition of well ordered fociety would of itfelf 
produce. It is from thofe who have given an 
eaumeft attention to Chriitianity, that we muft 
learn to eftimate its force. And here we have 
this fbriking proof of its being a divine inftitution : 
that there is no man who applies his mind to the 
tsruths it brings before him, with a fincere defire to 
underftand them rightly and live accordingly, bu^ 
fooner or latter, a moral effefl is produced in him, 
beyond what perhaps he himfelf had any concep- 
tion of before. He becomes afluated by princi- 
ples of the higheft kind ; by love to God ; by an 
habitual good-will to man ; by a fan&ity of mind, 
that renders him Cufceptible of pain from only a 
finful thought 

By thefe changes, fometimes originating in 
trouble, fometimes in a fit of ficknels, fometimes 
in a connexion with fome eminently pious eha- 
rafter, but ripened through the medium of Chrif- 
tianity, and never appearing but where that conies 
fooner or later into adion ; — by thefe changes, I 
fay, is " the Gofpel of Chri/T' Ihown, from age 
to age, to be " the jnnver of God unto falva^ 



tion */' By thefe.is its divine charaAer perceived 
by fucb, as from the want of educatioo, are not 
likely to be convinced bjr any other evidence. 
And while to fucb perfons, the transforming power 
of Chriftianity i$ the only confirmation of its 
trnth ; to educated n^inds among the pious, it is 
not the leis forcible and grateful, for its being but 
one among the many arguments^ by which their 
&ith is fupported. 

Confidering thefe transformations as matters of 
fad, rejoicing in them as ftanding evidences of 
the truth of Chriftianityi and being firmly per* 
fuaded, that man is in fuch a condition by nature, 
that without that divine operation on his heart by 
which they believe them to be produced, he never 
will cordially ferve God in this life, or be qualified 
to ei\joy his prefence in the life to come ; the 
clergy of whom we are giving an account, fre- 
quently infill on the neceflity of this change. 

On this fubjefl, however, we perceive that 
tlieir feotiments are mifunderftood. It is aiTerted. 
that they contend, that all genuine piety begins 
in an injiantaneous change of the heart; and 
that under colour of afcribing this change to the 
operation of the Holy Spirit, they decry the ufual 
means of forming religious or moral chara6ler« 

* Rom. i. i6. 
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It is graifted, that they admiti not only thd 
)>offibility of an inftantaneous converfion, but 
that it a&ually does fometimes take place. In- 
fiances of this kind, however, they confider as 
dmong the ex\raordinary ads of. Gdd's mercy, oH 
which they hold it unlawful t6 ground any general 
rule of aflioii. They do Hot maintain, that all 
Chriftian piety ftarts afonce into perfed; exiftence. 
They admit that, in many infiances, it begins with 
fome feeble indications of ferioufnefs, gradually 
advancing on the whole, but fometimes checked 
by the influence of fome adverfe caufe, firuggling 
through the impediment with great difficulty, then 
proceeding at an increafed rate, and at length 
attaining eminence, without the perfon's having 
fliewn or experienced at any one period of his 
life, any fudden alteration of his charafter. 

The other part of the charge is equally un- 
founded. They allow, that though the converfion 
of the heart proceed frdm the operation of the 
Holy Spirit, yet that God hast)rdained inftrumental 
means of obtaining fuch a blefiing; and t^iey 
earneftly exhort their hearers to attend to them 
with diligence, and to feek with great ferioufnefs 
after the eiFe£l for which they were appointed. 
Calechifing of children, fumiihiilg them with 
books of religious and moral inftru&ion fuited to 
their age, training them to habits Qf devotion, 
obliging them to commit to memory portions •£ 

H 
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HTjpture, Pfaim^ Hyauo, and other 
s otan infiruaive naturebn the plaineft 
■hriltiaiiity; all thcfe, and other ex- 
■ conveying knowledge to tlic under- 
id making a religious imprenion on 
tre as much the practice of tbofe who 
r doctrine, as it is of thofe who place 
of forming their children to virtue and 

the^Ce of human endeavours alone, 
minifters in queftion obferve parents 
Ts in thefe duties, they remonftrate 
r negligence; where they fee them 
tertding to them, they encourage theui 
nifes of God to expefl his bleifing on 
vours. If the}' remind them at the 
that without the influence of divine 
nit may plant and Apollos may water" 

is, that their good endeavours for 
:n nifiy not be unfuccefsful, for want 
ne co-operation which is obtained by 
I that when they fee the end accom- 
y may not fail to give glory to God. 

> the truth of this ftateraent, it is eafy 
theii' fentiments on tliis nxatter are 
vith any natural and rational means of 
i moral cft'cft on the human mind, 
ttter of faft, that they never depreciate 
. They do not, in order to give honour 
Spirit, tell their bearers that their owa 
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endeavours are ufelefs, or that his agency fuper-> 
fedes the ufe of their own faculties. They, as 
other divines, recommend the exertife of reafon, 
in examining the evidences of Chriftianity, the 
Scripture proofs of do6lrine% and the force of 
arguments in any difputed paint of duty. In few 
words, it is not to hold out a deiufive hope, that 
fuperior agency will perform what men can, and 
ought to do for themfelves, that they infift on the 
point in queftion ; it is from a firong fenfe of the 
nature and neceifity of pra3;ical ChrifiJanity, and 
a fear that men will fubftitute a barren profellion 
of religion for this ; it is to prevent their being 
fatisfied with mere nominal Chriftianity, with 
orthodoxy, with any partial amelioration of their 
charafier, or whatever elfe may fall fliort of a 
truly Chriftian ftate of mind. 

This is a ftate of mind, however, which, &t 
want of attention, is not well underltood by fome ; 
and hence, the moft futile of all objedions to the 
do£lrine under confideration, is frequently uttered 
with great confidence, and heard with conlideraUe 
attention. It is this : that though the Scripture 
fcarms expreffive of this change very properly 
defcribe the converfion of Jews or Heathens, there 
is an abfurdity in applying them to the cafe of 
Chriftians. The fault of this objection is, that it 
proceeds on the aflumption of what experience is 

H 2 
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continually coa(radiS:ing ; nam.ely, that every man 
whofe religion is good, is himfelf good. But is 
there no poffibility of maintaining a profeflion of 
Chriftianity, in a ftate of mind totally uncongenial 
with this religion ? Let us, in order to afcertain 
whether there be any impropriety, in bringing the 
fubjefl; of converiion before a Chriftian auditory, 
confider the following cafe : 

Let us think of a man, proving by his attend- 
ance on Chriftian worlhip, that he is neither an 
Atheifi, nor a Libertine, yet unacquainted with 
religion as a holy habit : — giving to religion indeed 
that portion of his time in which its public exer- 
cifes are performed, but carrying with him to the 
houfe of God no penitential recoUeflions, no 
defire of amendment ; nor carrying away from it 
any refolutions of looking more into his own 
heart, or of ftriving to improve in Chriftian dif- 
pofitions ; but retiring with an impreffion fimilar 
to what he would feel on quitting a creditor, after 
he had been paying into his hands a fum due to 
him; that is, as one on* whom (having difcharged 
his duty) religion could have no demand for fome 
time to come : — following, therefore, his worldly 
concerns in the interim, with as little reference to 
religion, either as a rule of li£^ or a fource of 
enjoyment, as there is in the life of a mati who 
difcards it altogether. 

9 
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Call we fuch a man a Chriftian in the full fenfe 
of the word ? Has he the faith whUh overcomcth 
thezvorldf Yfhicli purifieth the heart, which worketh 
by love ? Can he be faid to Underjiand that re- 
ligion on whofe public ordinances he attends ? or, 
if he knew what it teaches, can his difpofition 
have been formed by it ? Aflurediy it is not And . 
what^ let us afk, what Ihall we call that efiefl that 
would take place, were Chriftianity to take entire 
pofleffion of fuch a mind, and become the govern- 
ing principle of the man*s whole life ? Were ha 
inftead of this unthinking and unmeaning attend- 
ance on divine worfbip, to feel at length thb 
workings of true repentance, on account of the 
worldlinefs of his mind; to be moll humbly 
fenfible of the InfufBciency of that religious pro- 
feflion, which heretofore fatislied him; xto have a 
feeling difcernment of the xrorruption of his 
nature ; to comprehend the nature and extent of 
bis duty; to appreciate in any proportionate degree 
the grace of the Redeemer, in giving himfelf up 
<< as a facrifice for us ;" to feel a love toward 
him for his great compafTion in dying for finners; 
to delight in attending the houfe of God; to 
account thofe opportunities the brighteft portions 
of his prefent exiftence ; to endeavour to retain 
the inftruflion he hears there ; and to be influenced 
by it on all occafions, and in every thing ; to have 
his heart principally fet on the attainment of ever- 
lading life ; and to make it his predominant con- 
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cern, that he and bid family (if he hwe one) be 
made meet for it ;— what, I aft, fhould we call 
this effefl ? Should we fcruple to call it a con- 
verfion ? Muft this term be reftrifted to tiie caft 
,of one, who turns from a falfe religion to a true 
one ? Is it not equally applicable to the cafe of 
one who formerly contented himfelf with ^ draw^ 
*^ ing near to God with his lips'' only, but now 
draws near to him zvith his heart likewife. Certain 
it is, that from whatever caufe it may have fprung, 
or Tiowever it may have proceeded, here is aq 
undoubted Mtrdvoix^. It is not merely an im- 
provement of what exifted before, but a different 
ftate of mind. Here are ideas, which once had 
no place in it ; feelings, which were never before 
experienced by the fame man ; and intentions, a^ 
new to him, as if they bad arifen out of a nature 
different to that, with which he came into the 
world. 

To thefe obfervations, I beg leave to add thofe 
of a great matter, who in the near view of eternity, 
thus expreffed himfelf on the fubjeft: ** Of the 
" pcrfons in our congregations, to whom we not 
*' only may, but muft, preach the dofhine of 

* META'KOIA, (1) Generatim, et vi etymi iDfXttit, muMiiMj 
meniem et ftntentiant. (2) Speciatim, proprie ignidcaC r«« 
fipilceutiaro, qua homo de fadd admiflb nooc alitar featit el 
Oatuit, quam aiitea, deque eo feho dokt, coxoilpdio iUu4 
rorrigendi, — Stockii Clavis Nov. Tefi. 
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** converfion plainly and direftly, are thofe, who, 
'^ with the name indeed of Chriftians, have hitherto 
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pafled their lives without any internal religion 
whatever; who have not at all thought upon 
the fubjed;; who, a few eafy and cuftomary 
'^ forms excepted (and which with them are mere 
forms,) cannot truly fay of themfelves, that 
they have done one aflion, which they would 
not have done equally, if there had been no 
'^ fuch thing as a God in the world ; or that they 
" have ever facrificed any paiiion, any prefeift 
" enjoyment, or even any inclination of their 
*^ minds, to the reftraints and prohibitions of 
^* religion ; with whom indeed religious motives 
'^ have not weighed a feather in the fcale againil 
'* intereft or pleafure. To thefe it is utterly 
neceifary that we preach converfion. At this 
day we have not Jews and Gentiles to preach 
to ; but thefe perfons are really in as uncon- 
" verted a ftate, as any Jew or Gentile could be 
** in our Saviour's time. They are no more 
'^ Cbriftians, as to any adual benefit of Chrif- 
*' tianity to their fouls, than the mofi; hardened 
** Jew, or the mod profligate Gentile was in the 
" age of the Gofpel. As to any difference in the 
'' two cafes, the difference is all againfl them. 
^* Thefe mull be converted, before they can be 
" faved. The courfe of their thoughts mufl be 
** changed, the very principles, upon which they 
*^ a£^ muft be changed. Confideratious, which 
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*' never, or which hardly ever entered into their 
" minds, muft deeply and perpetually engage 
" them. Views and motives, which did not in- 
^' fluence them at all, either as checks from doing 
" evil, or ^ inducements to do good, muft be- 
^' come tlie views and motives which they regularly 
** confult, and by which they are guided : that is 
" to fay, there muft be a revolution of principle : 
" the vifible condufb will follow th^ change ; but 
** there muft be a revolution within, A change 
^* fo entire, fo deep, fo important as this, I do 
** allow to be a converfion; and no one, who i^ 
*^ in th^ fituation above defcribed, can be faved 
*^ without undergoing it ; and he muft neceflarily 
** both be fenfible of it at the time, and remember 
" it all his life afterwards. It is too mpmentous 
'* an event ever to be forgot. A man might as 
" eafily forget his cfcape from a ftiipwreck. 
" Whether it was fudden, or whether it was 
** gradual, if it was eifeded, (and the fruits will 
prove that,) it was a true converfion: and 
every fuch perfon may juftly both believe and 
'' fay it himfelf, that he was converted at a parti- 
** cular afiignabic time. It may not be necefiary 
** to fpeak of his converfion, but he will always 
^' think of it, with unbounded thankfulnefs to th<; 
^* giver of all grace, the author of all raercjes^ 
^* fpiritual as well as temporal *•*' 

t Pr. Paley's Sermons, page ll$|^ 
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In tliis cafe, as in all others, it is the moral 
tendency of t£e doftrinc, that determines the 
propriety of introducing it, as well as the length 
to which our ftatements on the fubjeft Ihould be 
carried. Let praftical Chriftianity be well under- 
fiood, and then let us look around us, and fee 
how many are contenting them(elve3 with no more 
of Chriftianity, than what confifts in the occa- 
fional obfervance of its forms *. If nothing more 
be neceflary for their falvation, we need not annoy 
them with any endeavours to raife them to a 
higher charafter. But if Chriftianity require, 
that they lore God fupremely, and their neighbour 
difinterefiedly ; that they endeavour to do all to 
the glory of God ; that they live to him who 
lived and died for men ; that they /e/ their affec- 
tions on things aboxe^ and practically deny ^all 
ungodlinejs and worldly lujis^ we muft infift bn 
the abfolute neceflity of thefe things: and in fo 
doing, we fet that before them, which is far above 
their prefent views and intentions. 

To urge upon them, however, this fuperior kind 
of life, as a thing to which they are equal in their 
prefent fiate of mind, would be to miflead the 
unthinking. It is neceflary, Ihat we ihow them^ 

• See the mckncholy faA owned, and defcribcd with a 
mailerly hand, in the 12th of the Bijhop of London's Le^urcs 
pn the Ntw Tfftamcnt. 
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whence \he\r fufficiency for it mull Jbe derived ; that 
we endeavour to deftroy that confidence in their 
own ftrength, which, by tlieir failing in the duties of 
the Chriftian life, might end in defpair ; or make 
them flee for hope to fome conception of their 
duty, below the ftri3;er obligations of uncorrupted 
Chriftianity. It is neceflary to dired their attention 
to that grace of God which fuperinduces difpofi- 
tions, without which there cannot be a thorough 
accordance with the genuine Chriftian life, but 
with which, though it will not be perfeftly praAifed, 
it will be feribufly defired, and habitually endea- 
voured. And perhaps it would much ai&ft the 
conceptions of mankind on fo important a matter, 
to flate a thorough accordance with this kind of 
life, as what it really is : a ftate of mind, which 
they are not born with; — which neverthelefs 
mud be wrought in them in order to their being 
faved ; — and which it is God's gracious determina- 
tion to produce in all them, who earneftly apply 
to him for the attainment " If it be true, in fa6l," 
as the eminent writer before quoted obferves, 
'' that the feeblenefs of eur nature requires the 
** fuccouring influence of God's fpirit in carrying 
^^ on the grand buiinefs of falvation, and in every 
" ftate and ftage of its progrefs, in converfion, in 
" regeneration, in confiancy, in perfeverance, in 
•' fan£lifi cation ; it is of the utmoft importance 
'' that this truth be declared, and underftood, 
'* and confefled, and felt ; becaufe the perceptioa 
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** and fincere acknowledgment of it will be ac- 
'' companied by a train of fentiments, by a turn 
** of thought, by a degree and fpecies of devo- 
** tion, by humility, by prayer, by piety, by a 
'* recourfe to God in our religious warfare, 
^^ different from what will, or, perhaps, can be 
*' fonnd in a mind unacquainted with this doc- 
** trine, or in a mind rejefting it, or in a 
*^ mind unconcerned about thefe things one way 
^ or other*/' 

It is extremely unjuft to reprefent the enforcing 
this change, as implying a diminution of the 
importance of Chriftian baptifm. This facred 
rite, we know to be an ordinance of our Saviour's 
appointing; and little as there is faid of it in the 
New Teftament, there is enough to warrant our 
coniidering it, not as a mere ceremony, but as a 
means of grace. But where 'have the Scriptures 
taught us to confider, that all that is reqmfite for 
the complete fanflification of the heart, is the 
adminiftration of this rite ? And how often are 
we taught by experience, that fomething further 
is v/anting ! Many having partaken of the outward 
(ind vijiblejigny who, if ever they had the inward 
and fpiritual gracCj are now, without all doub^ 
entirely deftitute of it ! 

* Dr. Paley's Sermons, page 5£4* 



- t'Vutian miniftry as an in« 
^^ :uruing men npt ox\\y fronts 
« .: '><?« the power of Satan to 
'^ cniug to find it fo managed, 
• w^o conform to the external 
a i^rv', free from any further fol- 
x^.^d are every ready to content 
^ » • ! t!iofc obfcrvai\ces, without mak- 
:v concerning the inward qualities^ 
:.:v V were defigned to lead. In a 
.» \ re Chriftianity is eftabliftied, baptifm 
s*f courfe; ^nd thoufands come to the 
.k c 1 their offspring, unconfcious of any ap- 
,». uite thought or intention, refpefling the a6l 
.^J are performing. Who that enters into the 
^.j a of Clhriftianity, can let thefe people pafs 
.. v^u^'h life, without reminding them, that he is 
^•: a Chrijlian xcho is one outwardly * only ! For 
undoubtedly this propofition is no lefs true, than 
iii the infpired declaration of which it is a parody. 

In a word : to ftate that diftinftion between real 
and nominal Cliriftianity, often made by thofe 
clergymen whofe fentiments we are r€^orting, and 
which has been cenfured by fome, as having in it 
more of refinement than of importance, feems to 
be a moft neceffary part of a Chriftian inftruftor's 
duty. If an argument be neceffary to prove, 

• See Rom. ii. 27, 28. 
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that church memberihip in the hearers is not a 
realbn againft this praftice, it may be brought^ 
from the conduf); of our Lord. This proof is 
well drawn out in the following extraft from a 
difcourfe on the words of Chrift, Ve will not come 
unto me that ye might hace life :■ " Perhaps you 
may be difpofed to conclude, that you have 
already obeyed the command of coming to the 
Lord Jefus. May God grant that you may be 
*^ warranted in that conclufion! But on what 
grounds have you formed it ? Do you conclude 
that you have come unto Chrift, becaufe you 
" were born in a Chriftian country; were baptized 
'^ into a Chriftian Church ; have been accuftomed 
to attend Chriftian woiihip, and to profefs 
yourfelves Chriftians ? All thefe fteps may have 
'^ been taken, and you may ftill be in a ftate of 
death. Were not the Jews outwardly members 
of the trjie Church of God in their day? Had 
'' not they been received into that Church,' ac- 
" cording to the ordinance of God, in their in- 
^' fancy ? Had not they been trained up in attend- 
" ance on the Synagogue and the Temple ? Were 
*' not they zealous for the forms of thdr religion, 
" and eager to profefs themfelves the people of 
*' God ? Yet how does our Saviour addrefs them ? 
*^ As men under the fentence of condemnation. 
*' To be a real Chriftian is not to be a Chriftian 
" in name and profeffion; but to be in heart 
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mendations to which the Englifh ritual is entitled, 
is its having portions of holy Scripture interwoven 
with the other parts of the Church fervice. By 
this, our worihip is admirably calculated for the 
benefit of the common people (many of whom 
are not able to read) while it recalls the attention 
of the better educated to thofe important accounts^ 
from which their occupations or their pleafures, 
may too much divert their minds. Thus it ferves 
not only to exprefs devotion, but is withal fuch a 
vehicle of inftruftion, that the ferious worfliipper 
can never attend it without oonfiderable edifica- 
tion. 

Our Reformers have likewife left us a body of 
doftrine digeiled with admirable (kill, and breathing 
a fpirit of lingular moderation : embracing all the 
broad features of evangelical truth, yet carrying 
no point to the greateft polfible extremity. Such 
is the excellent temperament that pervades the 
work of our Reformers *. 

* From fome ftronger expreifions occafionally found in the 
writings of the Reformers, on the dodrines contained in the 
thirty*nine articles, fome perfons contend, that the articles 
are to be underliood in a more highly Calvinifiic fenfe, than 
their language imports ; and that a confent to them, in this 
higher fenfe, was what the framers. of the articles required 
of thofe who were to fubfcribe to them. From that very 
drcomftance a contrary inference feenis to follow. The 
language in the articles being not fo drong as that which the 
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Perfeftlon, indeed, in any human work, though 
conduced under the divine bleffingi is a ridiculous 
pretenfion. That there are marks of human im- 
becility in our edefiafiical conftitution, the pious 
minifter of thie Church of England is ready to 
own : but he expefts to find nothing of the kind 
free from them; fince it has- not pleafed God to 
give, for the formation of a Cbriftian Church, 
thofe precife directions whicb were iflued for the 
Mofaic inititution. And though he claims not for 
his Church, the praife of an entire freedom from 
human mixture.; yet he rejoices, that it is /o well 
adapted to the accomplilhment of the purpofe 
which he has at hearty the everlailing happinefs 
of mankind. Fcflr what is there wanting here to 
fave a foul ? What one power (that office can 
confer) what one means, neceflary to the attain- 
ment of*fo great an end, is there, that (s not 
pofiefled by the devoted paftor of a pariih in the 
Chui'ch of England ? 

Thus, without the leaft infmuation that other 
Proteftant Churches were not in like manner 
formed under the aufpices of Heaven, may we 

compilers ufed in their other writings, tliey feems to fay to 
thofe who fQbfcribe to them : '* We do not deem it efiential 
«• to your orthodoxy, that jou think ezadly as we do in 
•* every point : it is fufficieiit for yoar admiifion into the 
*^ miniftry of our church, thaf you allow as much as the 
" articlts exprefs/* 
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acknowlet^ ourfelves peculiarly faroured : God 
having raifed up for us, not only zealous inllru- 
ments for accomplifhing the Reformation, bu| 
men endued with a wifdom that qualified them to 
produce fo admirable a fabric as the Englifli 
Church* Recolle£);ing the long preceding darknefs, 
and the vaft accumulation of corruptions, both in 
dodrine and worlhip, that had been coUeded, it 
may well excite our wonder, that the light which 
fucceeded Ihould be fo pure; Ihat from fucha 
corrupt mafs, fo fair a form Ihould arife. 

But now we muft advert to lefs grateful circum* 
fiances. It can never be reile3;ed on without the 
deepeft regret, that when the fury of that ftorm 
which beat on our Church, 'during the reign of 
Mary, was blown over, and the whole nation, 
feemed to be invited, as by the voice of Heaven, 
to come and partake of the bleffings and advan^- 
tages of that ecclcfiaftical conftitution which our 
firft Reformers had accompliflied at the expence 
of their lives> that then, inftead of all hands 
uniting in giving effcfl: to that conftitution, a 
leaven of difaflfeftion to it, which fprang up 
among thofe who fled from the perfecution, during 
their exile, began to work. The Church of Rome 
foan had the fatisfaftion of feeing, that though we 
were. now left at full liberty to carry all the pui;- 
pofes of the Reformation into^ffe^ the work was 
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nnpeded by the difputes of thofe who might have 
carried it forward. 

The writer of thefe lines cannot pafs over diis 
part of our ecclefiaftical hiftory, with that trite 
remark, " there were fiEtuita on both fides/' while 
the blame of aggreflion fo clearly fettles itfelf on 
the heads of the Puritans. On the part of thofe 
who wiihed for no alteration, there might indeed 
be too great a tenacioufnefs of what had been 
eftabliihed ; but what was there in the behaviour 
of their opponents to conciliate them? The 
apologifts of the latter relate to us, the humble 
and pious remonftrances of fome of the more 
moderate among them ; but they give us no ex- 
tracts from the numerous virulent pamphlets that 
were circulated by the body at large •• He who 
looks into them will find a violence, a bitternefs, 
an abufive language, a contempt of lawfully- 
conftituted authorities, which mufi; have difgraced 
Proteftantifm in the eyes of its adverfaries. 

Nor ought it to be forgotten, that the objeft 
of the malcontents was, not merely the removal 

* Among mther difingenuities by which the puHic is nifled, 
the ejedion of the NoncoufoiTDiiU from their livings^ in 
the reign of Charles the Second, is often told with eveiy 
circumftance of aggrayaUon ; but no notice is taken of the 
ejeaion and fufTerings of the Clergy of the Church of Enf^ 
land, who in a preceding period, were throft out of ihair 
livings, to make way for the Nonconformifls* 
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of fome ttneflential cerembniei^ but a fubveriioii 
of the veiy conftitution of the Cbureh of England. 
Tbey confidered it radkally^defeBive ; and were 
for eftablifliing an order of thirtgs^ called the New 
DifcipHf^ of which the Church of Geneva was 
the model. This being, their avowed defign, it 
was not to be expeAed> that they who were fatisfied 
with the exifting ^te of things \vould give way to 
the PuriraM ; even had their obje&ions been ftated 
in the mildeft terms* It was however not in this 
temperate way that the latter proceeded. Befides 
the virulence which they threw into their publica- 
tions juft alluded to, fucb of them as bad pofieffion 
of the pulpit, availed themfelves of the forbear- 
ance, which as yet endured their nonconformity, 
to prejudice the people againft the authority which 
"fpared tbem, and to injed; a rancourous antipathy 
to the eftablilhed order. 

An extraft from a cotemporary writer, whofe 
integrity has never been called in queftion, will 
convey an idea of this part of their proceeding. 
Thus does the meek and learned Hooker expofiu- 
late with them: '' Weigh what doth move the 
** common fort fo much to favour this innovation, 
*' and it iiiall foon appear unto you, that the force 
of particular reafons, which for your feverall 
opinions are alleadged, is a thing whereof the 
^^ multitude never did, nor could fo confider as 
'' to be therewith wholly carried; but certain 
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general inducements are ufed to niake faleabie 
your caufe in groffe : and when once men bare 
caft a fency toward it, any flight declaration of 
fpeciaiities will ferve to lead forward men's 
inclinable and prepared mindes. The method 
of winning the people's affeAion unto a general 
liking of the caule (for fo ye term it) hath been 
this : firft, in the hearing of the multitude, the 
faults efpecially of higher callings are ripped 
up with marvellous exceeding feverity and 
ihappnefle of reproof; which being oftentimes 
done, begetteth a great good opinioaof integrity, 
zeal, and holinefs, to fueh coofiant reprovers of 
fin, a¥ by likelyhood would never be fo much 
offended at that which is evil, unle0e themfelves 
were Angularly good. The next thing hereunto 
is, to impute all faults and corruptions^ where** 
with the world aboundetlv unto the kind4»f 
ecclefiaftical government efiabliihed. Wherein, 
»as before by reproving faults, they purchafed 
unto themfelves with (he multitude, a name to 
be virtuous; fo by finding out this kind of 
caufe, they obtain to be judged wife above 

others." " Having gotten thus much fway 

in the hearts of men^ a third ftep is to propofe 
their own form of church government, as the 
only foveraigqe remedy of all evils ; and to 
adorn it with all the glorious titles that may 
♦* be/'—" The fourth degree pf inducements, is 
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*' by faihioning the very notions and conceits of 
*' men's minds in fuch fort^ that when they receive 
^' the Scriptures, they may think that every thing 
** ferveth toward the advancement of that difci- 
" pline, and to the utter difgrace of the contrary, " 
— " Affuredly, the very caufe that maketh the 
*^ fimple and ignorant to think, they even fee how 
^* the word of God runneth currandy on your 
** fide, is, that their minds are foreftalled, and 
" their conceits perverted beforehand, by being 
^' taught, that an elder doth fignifie a layman, 
*^ admitted only to the office of rule or government 
^* in the church; a dod;or, one which may only 
** teach, and neither preach nor adminifter the 
*^ facraments ; a deacon, one that hath charge of 
*^ ihe alms-box, and of nothing elfe : that the 
** fcepter, the rod, the throne, and kingdome of 
**• Chrift, are a form of regiment, only by pailor^ 
'' elders, doflors, and deacons ; that by myftical 
" refembViiice, Mount Sion and Jerufalem are the 
" churcr rs ^vhich admit; Samaria and Babylon, 
" the churches which oppugne the faid form of 
regiment And in like fort, they are taught to 
apply all things fpoken of repairing the walls 
and decayed part of the city and temple of 
•* God, by Efdras, Nehemias, and the reft; as if 
purpofely the Holy Ghoft had therein meant to 
fore-fignifie, what the authors of ' Admonitions 
ric Parliament,^ of * Supplications to the 
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Councell^* of ' Petitions to her Mofe/ly \ and 
fiich other like writs, fhould either do or fuffer 
in behalf of this their caufe. From hence they 
proceed to an higher poiut» which is the per- 
ftiading of men credulous and o>rer-capable of 
fuch plea£i^ errors, that it is the fpecial illumi* 
nation of the Holy Ghoily whereby they difcem 
thofe things in the word, which others readings 
yet difcern them not/*——" After that the 
fancy of the common fort hath once thorowly 
apprehended the Spirit to be the author of their 
" perfualions, concerning ^ [the] Difciplme;* then 
^* is ioftilled into their hearts, that the fame fpirib 
*' leading men into this opinion, doth thereby feal 
'* them to be God's children ; and that as the ftate 
'* of the times now ftandeth, the moft fpecial 
'< token to know them that are God s own f^m 
others^ is, an earned affefijon that way* This 
.hath bred high terms of feparation between 
" fuch, and the reft of the world ; whereby the 
*' one fort are named, the brethren, the godly, 
" and fo forth; the other, worldlings, time-fervers^ 
*' pleafers of men, not of God, with fuch likef-" 

Much more to the fame purpofe follows. But 
this is enough to ihow the procedure of the Puri- 

• Titles of publications uttered by the Nonconfonnifta, 
duriiig tlie reign of £Ufabeth* 

t Hooker's Preface to bis Eccleftoftical PoHty, feaion S. 
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tans; what they aimed at, and by what means 
they endeavoured to carry their point. The ^ 
alienation from the exifting government, which 
fuch a way of conducting their oppolition muft 
have produced on their adherents, and thedif^ 
affefiion to the perfons, in whofe hands Divine 
^ovidence had placed it^ which it muft havt 
generated, are too obvious to need any remark* 

It ought to be recoUeded indeed, that among 
thofe who had their obje6lions to fome parts of 
our ritual, there were many, who were far from 
wiihing to fubftitute the '^ new difcipline,'* for the 
form of church government eftabliflied at the 
Reformation. Yet who can but pity the narrowneis 
of their mind% (unqueftionable as their piety may 
be) to make fuch things as the wearing a furplice,^ 
the ufing the fign of the crofs in baptifm, or the 
ring in marriage, matters of fuch confequence, as 
to difturb on account of them the peace and 
harmony of a church, againft which they had no 
other fault to alledge ; and even to relinquifli their 
ufeful lituations, at a time when competent minif- 
tcrs were fcarce, rather Iban conform to fuch 
requirements! Requirements, which interfered 
with no article of faith; requirements, not infified 
on as eflential to falvation ; but merely, as nec^f- 
fary fqr the avoidance of that diforder and dif* 
union, which muft necefiarily refult from its being 
\th to the difqr^tiop of every individual piinift^r| 
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wliether to obferve thefe ceremonies or not : ani 
whichy when obeyed^ left them the full fcope of 
fuch explanations, as might preferve the people 
from regarding thefe decent obfervances^ as the 
whole of what was neceflary to their falvalioii. 

-. By thefe unhappy difputes was the fabric of ^ 
Sngliih Reformation fo ihaken, that to nothings 
under God, but the extraordinary length of Elifii- 
beth's reign, can we afcribe its prefervation. How 
much the progrefs of that great work muft have 
been impeded by them, will appear from Iba 
following circumiiances : 

Through the Puritan oppofition, the fervioes of 
many Proteiiant clergymen, competent to tba 
difcharg^ of all the paltoral duties, were \o% to 
the public. Any reduction of this force coqld ijl 
be borne, when the JEleformalion was but at aa 
early age, and a vaft proportion of the nation was 
ftill attached to the Church of Rome. When the 
whole of the qualified minifters were muitered, 
the number was too fmall for the fupply of all the 
vacant pariihes. How lamentable to *r^colle6l; 
that numbers of thefe were incapacitated for die 
public fervice, by refufing to conform to the 
ceremonies ! In this exigence, recourfe was bad 
to a meafure, calculated to infufe into the Church 
H bafe alloy; a meafure, tending to its future 
deterioration, and giving it no more^ for the pre* 
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feat, than the name, without the efficiency of a 
jniniftry : the livings were filled up by mechanics; 
jbany of whom, were illiterate, and fome not a 
iittle immoral. Still further to weaken the caufe, 
feveral of the Eomifli Clergy found a way of 
reconciling their confciences to an infincere con- 
%>nnity9 and became the officiating minifters of 
that Church they ftood ready to demolifh, when- 
ever the opportunity Ihould arrive. It is eafy to 
conceive, how the incompetency of the one, and 
the concealed hoftitity of the other, aided the 
defigns of the open enemies of the Reformation* 

Thefe circumitances, however, ferve to illuftrate 
the care of Divine Providence over our (Iruggling 
Church. With a preflure on all fides,— ^from the 
fubtle attacks of Popiih writers, — fi*om the iharp 
and popularly written inve6tives of the Puritans, — ^ 
from the defertion of fome of her own rnoft learned 
minifters, — from the illiterate incompetency to 
which many parts of the kingdom were abandoned, 
— ^from the* ignorance of tbofe who were left with- 
out inftruftion, the difaife6tion of thofe who were 
trained in the fchools of nonconformity, and the 
afcendancy which the emiflaries of the Church of 
Rome ftill had over thoufands, how wonderful a 
fad: is her prefervation ! and how fignally marked 
is the favour of the Moft High towards her, in 
putting her under the proteflion of a fovereign, 
on whofe reign, for the talents it exhibited, for 
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the wiMom of its adminiftration, for the length of 
its continuaqce, and the digoi^ it conferred on 
the national character^ pofterity looks back wiih 
admiration, as the moft illufiriou? period of £ng* 
lifh biitory. 

This oppofition to the Church of England 
mixing, in a fubfequent period, with the politics 
of the times, and exafperated by the proceedings 
of headftrong men on both fides, did at length 
indeed prevail. Then it was, that all the parts of 
that excellent fabric were made to give way to a 
kind of ecclefiaftical regimen, of which the entire 
mafs of Church hiftory yielded not one example. 
This, however, was but a temporal^ change* 
The nation, at length, becoming weary of the 
fuccefliye changes and difunions of thofe, who 
had left the beaten track of antiquity, the Church 
of England was reftored. May the favour of Him, 
through whom fhe continues to this day, ever reft 
upon her ; and fecure her from inward decay, as 
well as from outward violence ! 

Having refrelhed the reader's memory with thefe 
details, let us calmly enquire, what there iy to be 
found in the conduQ; of the perfons, called Evan- 
gelical clergymen, to warrant their being identified 
with the Puritans. Is there any publication of 
theirs that impugns the do6lrine of the Church of 
England, or that attacks a fingle ceremony in her 
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fonn of worihip? Is there in the diurches in 
which they officiate, any a£l of nonconformity to 
be feen ? Is there a word of notice taken by tbeoi 
of the forplice, of the crofs in baptifm, or the 
ring in marriage, indicative of any objedion to 
tbefe ufages ? Have they ever fo much as propofed 
^an application to Parliament for redrefs, as perfons 
aggrieved by any terms required of clergymen 
by the Legiflature ? Can there be produced any 
formal attempt, or even any intimated wilhes on 
their part, to have the hierarchy altered; the 
prefent ftate of patronage difturbed; or any 
change made in the confutation of our Church * ? 

* It deferves notice, tkat although none of thefe perfons 
have ever propofed any alteration io our ecclefiaftical fabric, 
yet that one of thofe who accufe them o{ being holUle to 
the permanency of our national church recommends, and 
that at a time when all the attention that government can give 
to the prefervation of our exigence as a nation is fcarcely 
fulBcient for that fingle concern, that the convocation (bould 
be permitted to fit again, for the exprefs purpofe of making 
alterations in the Liturgy. See Mr. Fewrfim'$ iMUr tQ th^ 
Ckanceihr of ike Exchequer " on ike Dmigers wkieA tkreatem 
«< tkt EJtabiyhed Religion^ Of this proof of Mr. pearfon's 
True Churchmaoihip, the abettprs of Mr. Overton's book 
will probably avail tbemfelves, Taat taflc I Ihall leave to 
them ; and only intreat fucb of the Clergy as ma) wifli for 
the adoption of a me^fure, which would probab^ iucreafe 
our prefent diftradions, by ^diog fynodical to fenatorial 
debates, to take heed what they do« Mod affuredly, their 
«• Jtrength is to JU JtUL" Their ultimate objed, perhaps, 
might be to get rid of an annoying word or fentence, in fom^ 
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Let the moft vigilant of their obfervers fpeak to 
tbefe quefiions. If the affirmatiTe cannot be 
maintained, on what ground can they be confidered 

of oar ConnnlarieSy with which they feel themfelTes incooH 
moded. But if they difplace our /one in the fabric, in order 
to make way for the remoTal of what they objed to, they 
may, perhaps, thereby brhig the whole buildiog upon their 

When Mr* Pearfon's pamphlet comes before fome of our 
Uoitarian Reviewers, they will without doubt highly^oom* 
meud it : as it propofes a meafure, which they have beea 
long urging the Superior Clergy to bring forward. For this 
purpofe they tell them, \hat, on the ground of our eccle. 
iiaftical formularies, they cannot meet thofe who are called 
Evangelical writers. Thus placing them before the public^ 
in a predicament, as galling as can be conceived, to men of 
f efpedable fituation, and high literary charader ;— as a body 
triumphed over by an obfcure and opprobrious clafs. This 
they do, not out of any affedion for the writers whom they 
compliment with having the beft of the argument, (for none 
hold them in greater contempt than they do) but that by a 
hind of argttmaiiMm md vereamdiamy they may ftimulate the 
leading part of the Church, to that revifion of our national 
confeffion of faith, which they hope will iflue in its taking a 
form more congenial with their own theological fenliments; 
and thereby, open a door for their admiiiion into the eftar 
blilhment. 

Befides this party without, let us recolIe6l, HM the members 
of tke FeaikcrU Tavem AJfociation are not all extind ; as we 
well know by the publication of Mr. St^n^^t Vifitation Sermon. 
Thefe, and others equally adverfe to the doarines of the 
Church of England, are prepared to take advantage of any 
opening that may be made, in the yet unbroken walla of our 
Zion, 



ts hoftile to the exiftence of cur eccleiiaftieal 
eftabliihinent ? 

'^ But may they not be confidered as indifferent 
" to it? May they not be of that neutral quality, 
'* which renders them ready to go over to an 
'* adverfe party, ihould fuch a one acquire any 
*^ weight in the commonwealth ?*' Far is this from 
being their character. They approve, they admire 
the Church in which they ferve. They rejoice in 
being minifters of fuch a Church. Inftead of 
being indifferent to its continuance, their devouteft 
wiih is, that it may fiand firm on its baiis. They 
confider it as the greateft of bleifings to their 
country. Tliey obferve, with no little anxie^, 
feparatifm gaining ground upon it. And this, not 
from an inviduous principle, but becaufe hereby 
an alienation in perpetuity is produced in many 
minds, from a conftitutibn which they confider as 
beft providing for the univerfal conveyance, and 
permanent publication of Chriftian truth. Its 
continuance they likewife confider, as the fureft 
pledge of religious liberty, to all who wiih for that 
bleffing. And in this view, they pity the ihort- 
fightednefs of thofe religious perfons, who forward 
any means that tend to weaken our Church. 
They view them as men undermining the fiiroogeit 
bulwark of their own fecurity and comfort ; and 
conceive, that Protefiant fe£ts of every name, 
however they might prefer their own modes of 
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i^IigioHy would devoutly pray for ihc fuppofT 
and prol^Derity of tbe Church of Englandi as it 
now ftands,— yiifl Ji bona nwerinL In (hort^ 
to them the eccleiiaftical eftablifliment of lhi» 
country, is what the " ark of God*' was in the 
eftiraation of the pioiis Ifraelite * ; and " their 
" hearts tremble" more for that, than for any 
thing elfe, the inability of which may feem to be 
endangered in thefe eventful times. They would 
confider its fall, as one of the heavieft judgments 

that could befal the nation. 

« 

It is true, indexed, that they do not diftinguifli 
themfelves by a itrain of panegyric on tbe Church 
of England, thi^t borders on a claim to perfeflion. 
Their commendations of it are in a lower key ; 
but their fidelity to it is not the lefs to be depended 
on for that circuraftance, but perhaps the mwt* 
Their attachment being founded not on the un- 
tenable afiumption of faultlefinefs ; but on founder 
eonfiderations. They would not alter, not becaufe 
they think there is nothing to amend, but becaufe 
the attempt is hazardous ; becaufe the ecclefiaftical 
conftitution, though not abfolutely perfect, is fuflSi* 
ciendy found to anfwer the purpofe of falvation ; 
becaufe they fee nothing more excellent, on the 
whole, in churches otherwife conftituted, than 
they find in their own ; and have no expectation, 

• See 1 Sam, iv. IS. to the end oi the chapter. 
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of feeing any thing of the kind produced, after fo 
aiach experience of human imperfection in fuch 
cafes^ that would be materially better. Their attach- 
ment to the Church of England, therefore, i5 not 
founded on reafons againfl which they think there 
u nothing to be weighed; but on the decided 
preponderation of thofe circumftances, which they 
Imve compared with alledged obje^ons. 






SECTION VI. 

On the Deviation of their Preachings from the 
Models generally imitatcd\of late Years. 

JLt cannot be denied, that there are fome circum- 
fiances found among this clafs of miniflers, which 
diftinguiih them from the bulk of the clergy ; and 
which, being common to the greater part of them, 
feem to be the effeCt,^ not of accident, or individual 
peculiarity, but of concerted defign. This gives 
them fo much the appearance of being a fed, that 
many, without any other .foundation for the 
opinion, conclude, that they have come under a 
common agreement to a3: together, in the purfuit 
of fome end, which is not in the views of the 
clergy at large. 



The firft circumftance we ihall conlider, as giving 
Hfe to this idea, is the (train of their fermons. 
This, it is well known, differs from that of the 
moft approved fermdn writers, for above a century 
back. It may feeni to argue no little prefumption, 
to ilrike into a manner of preaching that deviates 
fo markedly from a body of writers, whofe works 
have long been honoured as the ftandards of pulpit 
compofition. Yet we fliall not be warranted to 
denominate this an innovation, unlefs it can be 
proved, that it totally differs from what has ever 
been heard in our Church before. On their part 
it is infifted, that they are fo far from being charge* 
able with innovating in this matter, that, as to 
the fcope of their preaching, they have taken our' 
earlier divines for their models : and to the works 
of thofe divines, they make their appeal. Let 
then the comparifon be made, and I prefume it 
will be admitted, that between their fermons, and 
thofe of the fuperior as well as inferior clergy, 
from the commencement of the Reformation down 
to the reign of Charles L, there is a ftriking re- 
feniblancc, as to the main features. If this be 
really the cafe, then we muft confider the firaiu 
of their preachinjjj, not as an innovation, but as a 
return to that kind of pulpit inftru6lion, with 
which the Church of England fat out Whether 
this be the beft divinity, is another quefiion. 

" K 
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OF a Tierr order of theologians, wbofe preaching 
has been more generally imitated for the laft 
hundred years, we have the following account by 
Biihop Burnet, under the year 1661. " They 
" were generally of Cambridge, formed under 
" fome divines, the chief of whom were Drs» 
" Wbitaker, Cudworth, Wilkins, More, and Wor^ 
" thington." — " This fet of men contributed, more 
^' than can well be imagined, to reform the way 
*' of preaching; which, among the divines of, 
*^ England before them, was overrun with pe* 
dantiy, a mixture of quotations from fathjsrs 
and ancient writers, with a long opening of a 
text with' the concordance of every word in it; 
^ and a giving all the different expofitions with 
'^ the; grounds of them, and the entering into 
*' ibme parts of controverfy, and all concluding 
" in fome, but very fliort pra6tical applications. " 
This new fet, as the biihop calls them^ '^ gave a 
" Ihort parapbrafe of their text, unle& where 
^ great difficulties required a more copious en- 
" largement: but even then they cut off un- 
" neceflary Ihows of learning, and applied them- 
" felves to the matter, in which they opened the 
" nature and reafons of things fo fully, and with 
" that fimplicity, that their hegfrers felt an inftruc- 
*^ tion of another fort than had commonly beea 
** obferved before *.^* 

^ Biihop Burnet's Hiftory of his own tinte. 
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All this is very good. But the record is incom- 
plete: a very important circumitance is ^unde*- 
fignedly I believe) left out of the account ; which 
is, that the divines here commended deviated from 
their predeceffors, as to the drift of their preaching. 
It muft be acknowledged, that in the fermons of 
the generality of thofe who had gone before them, 
there were not only the faults fpecified in this 
quotation, but fome others which equally demanded 
correftioji. Some of the former preachers pro- 
bably went farther into the more recondite points 
of theology, than the common people could follow 
them. So likewife in endeavouring t6 excite the 
tender affections, the dignity which fliould be pre- 
ferved in religious inltru£iion, .was fometimes loll, 
by the ufe of a too amorous kind of language. Nor 
were the abufes, which men^ of corrupt minds 
would be apt to make of fome undoubted truths 
of Chriftianity, always fufficiently guarded againft* 
It is to be lamented, however, that while the men 
of the new fchool greatly improved the manner of 
conveying inJlruBion^ they did not content them- 
felves with this. They afledf as if they thought, 
that an attention to evangelical doflrines might be 
carried too far; not as if they coniidered the danger 
to h% avoided, was in attending to them only. 
They proceeded, not like men who fet themfelves to 
Ihow the proper ufe of doftrines, but a^ if they 
meant to diminiih a regard to them. And, indeed, 
whatever tliey might intend, this adualiy was the 
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€lVt a of their labours. They had feen the tretf 
run to Juxuriance on one fide, while the other wa* 
fiitfercd to decay for want of due attention. They 
had feen it (^particularly during the ufurpation) 
covered with fungi, and fwarming with creatures of 
every difgufting form. To have cleared the tree both 
of the cxcrecenfes, and the vermin ; and to have 
bellowed fome culture on the decayed part, that 
the juft fymmetry of the whole might be reftored ; 
would have been the greateft of bleflings to the 
Church. But this is not exaftly what the perfons 
commended by Bilhop Burnet attempted. They, 
like thofe on whom they ifieant to improve, inftead 
of keeping their eye on the profperity of the whole, 
had their favourite fide of the plant, in the care of 
improving which, they fufFered the other to lan- 
guifh. 

This, confidering the talents they poffeffed, and 
the opportunities they had of giving a true diredion 
to the public mind, is ever to be lamented. Had 
that high fenfe they felt of the obligation of Chrif- 
tian praftice, been accompanied with an equal 
fenfe of the importance of thofe principles, to 
which it is evident that our Reformers attached 
the greateft coufcquence; had they, while en- 
countering hypocrify and fanaticifm, borne it in 
mind, that an infidel party flood ready to avail 
themfelvcs of the leaft difparagement offered by 
them to the doflrinal truths held by fanatics; hak 
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they fet themfelves to defend thofe truths againft 
the cavils of men who had no religion, as well a$ 
to refcue them from the abufes of hypocrites ; had 
they taught the rifing generation of divines to 
enforce them, not by quibbles and mean conceits 
as had been done, but found and forcible reafon- 
ing ; had they brought tliem before mankind ii) 
language purged of all jargon, chafte aad yet 
warm, fpeaking like men in earned about the 
things themfelves, and who meant to be underftood 
by all, not to be applauded by a party ; had they 
lopped off the refinements into which they had 
been drawn, by thofe who had not contented 
themfelves with the fimplicity of Scripture ftate- 
ment ; had they confined them to their legitimate 
ufes, and carried them well into their praftical 
confequences; they would, perhaps, have exhibited 
the perfection of preaching. 

Tbrough this want of due regard to fome' truths 
of prime importance in Chriltianity, their dif* 
courfes have lefs effect than many that are worfe 
written. Though demonftrative, they want that 
impaflioned eloquence, which the negle6ted Tub- , 
jefts infpire. They arc fatisfaftory to them, who 
are at their eafe ; but they fupply but little ibr the 
encouragement or confolation of the vaft numbers 
of afflicted minds. Thefe, whether their diftrefs .^ 
arife from real, or imaginary caufes; from the 
^roubles of life, or the penitent fenfe of fin ; ar^ 

K 3 
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not to be relieved merely by well argued morality : . 

r 

they neeci difcourfe 

" Not wanting powV to mitigate and fvrage, 

lYith folemn touches, troubled thoughts,*' 
f 

Pulpjt inftruftion muft be confidered as defec- 
tively adminiftered^ if, befide antidotes to licen- 
tioufnefs, it have not likewife fomething healing 
to " the wounded fpirit" This it will have, and 
without any deficiency of other qualities, if that 
fyftem of mefcy revealed in the Golpel (rightly 
ftated*) be made generally to prevail in it. J his 
great fource of relief was never wanting in the 
^ fermons of the old fchool. Thofe of the new 
fchool are not without it; but it does not prevail 
in them to fuch a dtjgree, as to give them an 
* equally evangelical character. It is to be found 
in the iermons of the new fchool ; but rather in a 
concrete ftate. In the fermons of the old, it 
exifted in folution ; aiKi gave colour and tafte to 
the whole* 

Q{ the importance of preferving this evangelical 
charafter, as well as of the danger of lofing it, 
the divines commended by Biihop Burnet appear 
not to have been fufSciently aware. Though, 

t, • By having it " rightly ftated," is meant, holding it forth 

t8 providing for the cure of. immoral propenfity, as well as 
iefyeraitce from puniflmtnt. 
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lierhaps, had they lived to fee to what lengths thckt 
aberration from the old divinity proceeded, of 
which they were the beginners, it would have givea 
them the greateil concern. Nor is it a drained 
effort of charity toward their memory, to admit 
this fuppc^tion : for they certainly were men of 
no inconfiderable character, either as to virtue, or 
talents. It was from this fchool that the pious 
confort of William III. chofe thofe clergymen, 
who were raifed to the mitre in her time : prelates, 
whofe literature, piety, and moderation, were 
fuch as to reflefi'the higheft credit, both on their 
patroneis, and their profeffion. 

As tlie divines on whofe difcourfes we have 
made thefe free remarks, feem, in endeavouring 
to correct what was amifs in the preaching of the 
preceding times, to have leaned too much toward 
mere natural religion ; fb, perhaps, fome who have 
of late years undertaken to corred this fault, may 
verge too much toward a contrary extreme. It 
18 alas! in human nature, to exceed the juft 
meafure with wi^h correfiives Ihould be ufed : 
tht Reformer too frequently afling like the un- 
ikilful prad;itioner In medicine, who,, in endea- 
vouring to cure a perfon of a particular difeafe, 
takes no notice of other peccant tendencies in the 
body, that may be iocreafed by the unqualified ' 
0fe of his medicine. 

K 4 
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There is too much reafon to believe, ^hat th« 
remark is not inapplicable to fome of the clergy 
generally denominated Evangelical preachers^ 
They who firft excited attention under this appelr 
lation, fet themfelves particularly to oppofe felfr 
rightcoufnefs and mere formality in religion. 
Againft thefe, as if there were no danger of a 
contrary kind, they were ever direfting their 
eiforts. Their zeal in this endeavour, gave a 
highly polemical call to their fermons, and gene- 
rated in their acjmirers, a tafte fpr controverfies, 
into which very few of them were qualified to 
enter. But the difputatipus charafter of their 
difcourfes was not their only fault In endeavour- 
ing to cure the pharaUical Chriftian of pride, and 
to bring off the formalift from a dependance on 
mere external religion; they had an unguarded 
way of fpeaking of thofe duties, the fenfe ofwhofc 
Qbligation jhould never be Jhaken ; though a con- 
viftioa of our defeOiive manner of performing 
them is of the higheft confequence. Probity, almf- 
giving, fafting, regular attendance on public wor- 

Clip, and other Chriftian duties, were not treated 

I* 

with that reverence by them, with which they are 
mentioned in the Holy Scriptures. By this pro- 
cedure, it is to be feared, that while they revived 
an attention to fome neglected truths of the firft 
importance to mankind, they brought on a diftafte 
for praftical difcourfes, and a mean opinion of 
^he forms of religion, ^^o this, as ©ne caufe, 
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though mach more to the increafed difregard of 
fill religion, we may, perhaps, afcribe the almoft 
entire defertion of our Churches on prayer-days; 
as well as that late attendance in them on Sundays, 
which to the interruption of devotion, and difgrace 
of our Chriftian profeffion, is now fo frequently 
feen, 

We perceive, however, that a more unexc^p^ 
tionable way of -difcharging the preacher's office 
is gaining ground in our Church. There c^re men 
among us, not lefs convinced of the importance 
of evangelical doftrines than were the clergymen 
who firft received the ftigma of Methodifm, nor 
lefs devoted to their propagation, but more attenr 
tiye, than fome of them were to the entire fyftem 
pi Chriftian truths. Let me add, that we have 
evangelical preachers among us, who are more 
feolible than fome of thpir predeceflbrs feem to 
have been, of the necefiity of inculcating, as a 
ground-work requifite to the fupport of a pious 
orthodoxy, a regard to thofe great moral prin- 
ciples, which, (though not exgreffing every thing 
necefifary to be known for the falvation of fallen 
creatures) are the fundamental parts of all true 
religion ; and by which, th^erefpre, whatever claims 
refpe6t under the name of orthodoxy, illumination, 
experience, or.fpirituality, muft be tried; in order 
(o determine whether it be any thing better thaq 
jiigh founding pretention. 
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That thefe men are not of the fchool commended 
by Biihop Burnel^ is fufficiently obvious. I would 
obferve, however, that though they do not confider 
that fchool as entitled to the precedency, they 
hold many of its writings in high eftimation. 
Thefe produdions have a place in their libraries, 
and are deemed by them, a treafure of found 
reafoning on many theological fubjefis of great 
importance, as well as of admirable leifons for 
the condu6t of life. 

The reader will, I hope, excufe the great length 
to which I have drawn oiit this part of our enquiry. 
But that I may be properly underitood, I will 
take the liberty, before I difmifs it, of ftating an 
opinion of my own, refpeCting the two fcho6ls w^ 
have had under coniicferation. 

On weighing the extellencies and defe6ls on 
either fide, neither of them, I conceive, are to 
be confidered as a complete model for the Chriftian 
preacher. The defired excellence is to be ac- 
quired, perhaps, by fomething gathered from 
each : the good fenfe, intelligible language, per- 
fpicuous ftatement, lucid order, conclufive reafon* 
ing, and invariable regard to praftice, obfervable 
in the fermons of the one, animated by that evan* 
gelical caft of charafter, which ever pervaded 
thofe of the other, conftitute my idea of the kind 
of preaching, belt calculated to beget ChHftian 



<, 



139 

faitb and bolinefs. And here, as I have dlfcovered 
my own aims, fo I am firmly perfuaded, that t 
have dcfcribed thofe, of many of that cla|f of 
clergymen, of which I have undertaken to give 
an account, 



SECTION nh 

Of their Sechifion from the Body of the Clergy^ 
and their Connexion with each other. 

X HERE is nothing perhaps that more favours 
the opinion of their being a i'e6i, than the circum« 
ftances we tire now to confider. With refpeft to 
the firit of them, I b^ leave to obferve, that 
before we can be allowed to infer any thing from 
it refpe^ting the chara6ter'of thefe men, it ought 
to be known whether tliis feclufion be entirely 
their act or nor ; and if it be tlieir own aft, whether 
it have taken place through any thing wrong in 
tiiemfelves, or fur reafons by which they wer^in 
duty bound to proceed, 

■ 

Tiic circumftance here confidered has been at* 
tcuiiveiy noticed, and with fome concern, by the 
author of tins publication; and from all that he 
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can leani, it does not appear that it is their aft. 
In fume inftances, indeed^ a too reclufe turn of 
ininri on their part, an averfion to the fociety of 
men who could not go the whole length of their 
own views, a negligence of tlie bbfervance of 
cufiomary civilities, and other things, which a little 
more liberality or politenefs would have led them 
to avoid, will fairly account for tliis circumftance. 
£ut that it generallif proceeds from an unwilling- 
nefs on the part of the profeilion at large to aflb. 
ciate with them, i$ beyond all coDtradi^on. Nor is ' 
this to be univerfally afcribed, as fome would re- 
prefent it, to that averfion, which men who have 
but little religion naturally feel toward thofe of a 
more fpiritual charader ; much of it is to be at- 
tributed to that difreputation, which the hair- 
brained zeal and (trange proceedings of methodifm 
has incurred, and which, in a cultivated ftate of 
fociety, muft attach in a degree to all, in whom 
there feems to be any affinity of character. Whe- 
ther the avoidance of clergymen identified with 
profeiTed mcthodifts, be grounded on fufficient 
reafons or not, is an enquiry with which the reader 
need not be detained ; our only concern is with 
the faft above ftated ; namely, that tlieir feclufion 
has arifen from their being generally fliunned by 
the rfft of their profeffion. 

Thus avoided, it is but natural for them, who 
think alike on the moft intercfting of all fubje£t»^ 
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and who conceive that on that account they ar# 
under a virtual exclufion from the fociety of 
their profeffion at large^ to unite more clofely with 
each other. 

To thb laft obfervation it will probably be re- 
pliedi that there is fomething more than mere 
friendly intercourfe in their aflbciating together. 
It will be alledged, as no inconfiderable proof of 
their having fome other ends in view, than thofe 
to which their fituation in the Church of England 
binds them, that they have certain cuitoms among 
them, in which they a3 together^ as a body 
diltin6i from the profeffion at large. It will be 
faid, for inftance, that they hold at regular pe- 
riods a kind of fynodical meetings, in which the 
reft of their order take no part. Of thefe affo- 
ciations, it is proper to give fome particulars; 
efpecially as there are many parts of the king- 
dom in which they are entirely unknown* 

The intention of their promoters, inftead of 
being, as lome affirm, that of fpreading a fchiAn 
in the Church of England, in hope of accom- 
plifhing at fome future time a change in her con- 
ftitution and woi-iliip, is, on the contrary, to con- 
fer with one another on the beft ways and neaut 
of performing that fervice, to which ihe has ap- 
pointed them. For this purpofe, a number of 
them agree to aflenible at the place of refidencf 
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of one of the aflbciators ; and, as the Occafion 
affords an extraordinary opportunity of minifte- 
rial exertion, they endeavour to make the utmoft 
ufe of it. Sermons therefore are delivered in the 
pariik church, for the purpofe of edifying the 
laity who may attend ; as well as for that of im- 
proving each other in that molt important part o£ 
a clergy mftD's duty, the art of adniniftering public 
inftraftion. 

The public exercifes ou thefe occafions, are not 
liable to the objections brought againft a iimilar 
kind of conventions, held among^ the clergy, in 
the reign of Elifabeth, called " Prophefyings." 
Thefe, it is well known, were fupprelTcd on the 
ground of their tending to unfettle the people, by 
bringing before them difculTions on the abftrufer 
points of theology, and not wnfrequently, diffe- 
rences of opinion refpeding the ceremonies and 
difi^ipline of the Church. The Sermons delivered 
in the meetings of which we are giving an account, 
meddle with no point difputed between them who 
adhere to the, Church of England, and thofe who 
diffent from it ; nor with any other, ,that has the 
lligbteft glance toward an alteration of the exift- 
ingftate of things: they are confined Co fubjed^ 
•f geaeral edification. 

When the affociators withdraw from Church, they 
enter into converfations, in which they enquire into 
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the (late of religion in their refpeC^ive fituations. 
They detail the encouragements, or the difficulties^ 
they meet with in the difcharge of their duty. 
They difcuis the merits of religious publications. 
They enquire it^P the moft likely means of pto- 
moting good order in a parifli, or the pra3;icabi* 
lity of eftablifhing fome charitable inftitution* 
How to help the poor out of their difficulties, how 
to inftrud; children, how to bring the impenitent 
to a fenfe of their danger, are frequent queftions 
among them. They • conclude thefe conferences 
with a prayer ; fettle the next time and place of 
meeting; appoint the preachers for the occaiion; 
and return home to their refpe£iive charges, often 
with a degree of information of which they were 
not poflefled before ; and as often with a mind in«> 
vigorated, by the coUifion of intelle£l and pious 
affe£tions^ for the parochial duties they have to 
perform. 

Aj^inft this proceeding, there lies one very 
ilrong objeftion : It is not a meeting of clergy- 
men whofe parifhes are contiguous^ but of thofe 
who are very remotely fttuated from each other. 
In the former cafe, a meeting anfwering to this 
defcription, t|^ough it obtained but in one neigh- 
bourhood, would be a fine example of unity in 
clergymen, as well as of devoteduefs to the duties 
of their Vocation. From.fuch a concurrence, ac* 
companied with the vifible gooti ^<^ that may 

1 



144 
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reflfonably be cxpcfted, where a number of corM 
tiguous pariihes are all under the care of men 
endeavouring to Itrengthen each others hands in 
the work to which they are appointed, a mafs 

m 

oi|^ excellence would be coUeded^ that would 
operate with a mighty force on the community at 
large in favour of true religion. But in the latter 
cafe, it rnuit be confefled, that the meeting de- 
fcribed has an invidious afpeft It requires an 
cxtraonflinary portion of candour in a clergyman 
unconvinced of the expediency of joining it, not 
to revolt at feeirig ten or a dozen men of the ordi- 
nary rank of his own profeffion, meeting by their 
own authority from diftant parts, to hold a folemn 
alTembly in his neighbourhood ; where two or more 
fermons are delivered ; where great crowds of the 
laity are drawn from the adjacent pariihes; and 
all this, without any concurrence with, or the lead 
notice taken of the clergy refiding in the vicinity 
of the meeting: as if they belonged not to that 
Church, of which the aflfociators are minifters. , 

With what good effefts a procedure, fo removed 
from the habits, and fo repugnant to the feelings 
of all but its conductors, can be equally balanced, 
it would be difficult to fay. It is therefore not at 
all furprizing to find, that many who would highly 
approve of fuch meetings in the former cafe, 
conden^n an attendanca on them under the cir- 
cumftances of the latter. On this view of the 
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fubjefi^, mady clergymen aSt^ who do not differ 
in opinion from thofe who choofe to be prefent at 
fuch meetings, on any ether point. 

Tb my own mind, thefe aflbciations appean^to 
be obje3;ionable, not only as having an invidious 
afpefl, but likewife as having a tendency toward 
the formation of what writers on government de- 
nominate, an Imperium in Imperio. It is, how-^ 
ever, but an aft of juftice to inform th^r public, 
that as yet they have not acquired this charafler. 
Nothing that refembles Epifcopal authority is ex^* 
ercifed in them. If in difcuffing any queftion pf 
importance, a conclufion be drawn that has any 
relation to condufii, that refult is merely recom^ 
mended as an ffpini^n; tiot enjoined as a precept 
Nor is there in the tranfd^Uons of the perfons 
who aflemble, any interference with the condu6t 
of other clergymen. They do not fet up their 
convention as an authoritative aflembly, by the 
proceedings of which other minifters ought to be 
directed. They do nol call them to join a (land* 
ard, or to fubfcribe to an agreement; all that they 
feem to with, with refpeft to the parochial clergy 
at large, is, that each one in his own pariih do' the 
work of a paftor. It may be .added likewife, that 
they rejoice in any good they fee done by thofe 
who choofe to have no connefUon with them: If 
they fee a clergyman attend to the civil improve* 
ment of hb parilb, they honour him; and are 
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glad, if nothing riiore be attempted, that there iir 
fo much done. 

It \4'6uld be drfficult to maintain, that afibcia- 
tions, thus conduced, are to be confidered a^ 
figns of a hoftije intention toward the Church of 
England. For indeed they feem to be nothing 
more than what a Prelate, as fincerely dtevotedt to 
the perpetuation of our Church as any of his- 
order, recommended in an excellent book on the 
Paftoral Care. " The Clergy," faid he, " ought 
•* to contrive ways to meet often together^, to 
•* enter into a brotherly correfpondence, and inta 
*' the concerns one *of another, both in order to* 
*^ their progrefs in knowledge, and for cenfulting 
** together in all their afiaips*." It is eafy to 
conceive, were fuch a cuitom to prevail all through 
the body of the Clergy, how much^ a& this writer 
afterwards obferves,. the bilbop of a diocefe might 
be aflifted by it, in accemplifhing the ends of hia 
appointment. Among the good effeds it would 
probably have on the parochial clergy, we may 
obferve, that it might be a confiderable means of 
preventing that torpor of mind, which a folitary 
ituatlon fometimes induces; and equally counter^ 
ad that tendency there is to fall into habits of 
ufelefs occupation, whore ^.exciting obje6);s, ftriftly 
agreeing with profelTionavcharafiier, are leis abmx* 

* Bp. Burnef 9 Paftoral Cai:e> chapter ath. 
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ddnt: circumiUnces alike calculated to deprive a 
clergyman's mind of that intereft which he ought 
to take in paftoral duties. But M'hen the cuftom 
exifts only by the agreement of a few diftanlly 
fituated clergymen, it has the appearance of being 
a combination of perfons, who have fome purpofe 
in hand, which neither is, nor ought to be, in 
the view of the profeilion at large. 

Befides the affociations above defcribed, which ' 
the reader is to remember are not univerfally 
joined by the perfons called evangelical clergj;^ 
men, there feems to be nothing elfe exifting among 
them that favours the idea of fedarian combi- 
nation, unlefs it be the eftabliihment of two 
well known inditutions, which originated with 
them, and of which they have the principal di- 
reftion. 

The firft we ftiall notice is entitled, " A fociety 
^^ for the^cUcf of poor pious clergymen, in the 
" ejlablijhed Churchy refiding in the country.'* 
It muft be obvious to every one, that it is not in 
their power to procure fubftantial relief for the 
whole of the diftreffed clergy of the eftabliftiment. 
Their means^ therefore, enabling them to help 
only a few, out of this great number, it is natural 
for them to fele& thofe perfons as the objeds of 
their benevolence, who appear to have, according 
to their own views, the heft claim to the charaQer 
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of orthodox i&nd pious minifters. It cannot be 
made to appear, that they would not extend relief 
to all indigent clergymen, were it in their power. 
Nor is there any reafon to believe, that any fub- 
fcriber withholds a conti'ibution from any charit- 
able inftitution, having the comfort of the pro* 
feffion at large for its obje6i, that he may have 
it to beftow on the fociety in queftion. The 
names of its clerical fubfcribers are to be found 
among thofe of the clergy of the diocefe in which 
{hey refide, as contributors to the fund raifed in 
that di(tri6l, for the relief of neceflitous clergy- 
men and their families *. 

The other inftitution to which we have referred 
}s entitled, " The fociety for mijjions to Africa 
" end the Eajij injiituted by members of the 
" ejiabli/hed Church:' Of this, as of the efta- 
bliflimentlaft-mentioned, it may be obferved, that 
though it exhibits a feleflion of men afting toge- 
gether in a particular direction, the combination 
is formed for no other purpofe than that which is 
openly profefled, in the printed account of the 
nature and objeCis of the inftitution. By refer- 
ring to this authority, the reader will find, that 
the intention of the Society firft mentioned is, to 

* To the honour of the Englifh clergy, there is an infti* 
tution of this defcriptioa iu every diocefe throughout th* 
kiogdom. 
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diftribute a flender revenue among fuch as appear 
to have the ftrongeft claims on the humanity of 
them who have the diipofal of it; and that the 
intention of the other is, to attempt fomething, 
in di(lri3;s not included in the plans of other mif- 
iionary focieties, for difpelling Pagan or Maho* 
metan darknefs. 

*^ But is no notice to be taken of an eitabliih* 
*' ment formed among them, for the purpofe of 
'^ getting poflelTion of the churches; — of a fund 
** raifed among their favourers for the purchafe 
'^ of livings, to which, when vacant, they are to 
" be prefentedr*' In reply to this, it might be 
fufficient to obferve, that no proof has yet been 
given to the public of the exiftence of fuch an 
eitablifhment Let them who make the aifertion 
name the treafurer, or the fecretary, or the col- 
le6lor, or any one fubfcriber, to fuch a fociety. 
It is not, however, enough for me to fay, I know 
not of any fuch fociety: I folemnly aver that 
there is no fuch thing in this kingdom; and I would 
have it underltood, that all who aflert the con* 
trary, are hereby challenged to fubftantiate their 
affirmation. A well-known fa£l here prtfents 
itialf, as a prefumptive proof that there is no fuch 
eilablifhment in being ; which is this, that ahnofl 
the whole of the clergy called evangelical, arc in 
the dependant and precarious condition of cu« 
rates* A few advowfons indeed, purchaicd iji the 
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life-time of a late opulent mercbanti out of his 
own purfe, are devifed to clergymen of this de- 
fcription. Thefe, of which the number is only 
fix*, conftitute the whole of tiiat provifion which 
is exclufively intended for the clergy in queftion. 
The reft of them muft feek preferment through 
the ordinary channels; where, excepting the in- 
cumbents provided for by the patronage above- 
mentioned, the few of them already beneficed 
have found it: Not one is there, that is indebted 
for his preferment, to any. fuch aflbciation as is 
affirmed to exift 

* Perhaps I am not quite corred as to the number of ad* 
vowfons purchafed by the geutleniun referred to: It may be 
feven inftead of fix. Of the fum he expended in this way I 
am more certain: it did not exceed 6,000l. From this cir- 
cumflance we know, that the number of livings in his gift 
could not be much greater than my ftatement makes it. It 
ihould be mentioned likewife, that, befides his advowfons, 
he purchafed about three or^fourprefentations. 
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SECTION vni. 

On fome jufily cenfurable Things found among 

them. 

Jd ROM what has been faid on the dofb-ines and 
proceedings of thefe clergymen, the reader muft 
be left to form his own judgment of both. One 
/thing only (hall be taken for granted; namely, 
that admitting the preceding ilatements to be fair^ 
thefe perfons ftand clear from the charge of in^^ 
tended hoftility to the Church of England. To 
maintain that they are faultlefs in other refpcfts> 
would be a ul'elefs piece of effrontery. Nor would 
it be ferving the interefts of religion, to palliate 
what is wrong in thoie who may be iincere and 
earneft in its caufe. Such things among them, 
therefore, as juftly deferve cenfure^ fhall now be 
impartially {lated« 

In the firft place, it muft be owned, that the 
charge of enthufiafm, fo generally exhibited 
againft them, is not without foundation. This is 
not faid in compliment to thofe, who would apply 
this opprobrious term to all zeal for the peculiar 
dodrioes of Chriftianity, or earneftnefs in the 
execution of the paftoral office. There are per- 
sons who are ever ready thus to traduce the virtues 
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of which they are deltitute. But that clergyman 
who fpeaks the " tt;or£?^ o/* ^rwM and fobemefiT 
with an ardent mindi and purfues the ends of his 
miniftry with indefatigable zeal, may take their 
cenfure for his praife. Yea, ihould he in fome 
inftances rather overaft that chriftian part, to 
which it is his honour to devote himfelf, he claims 
our reverence, though his indifcretion be juftly 
blameable : we, who are his fuperiors in prudence, 
may have reafon, perhaps, to place ourfelves 
below him, in r^fpefb of qualities of more rare 
appearance. But let not the vifionary be confi- 
dered as entitled to this apology: him we muft 
leave to the mercy of wits and fatirifts. He may 
happen to efpoufe the truth, i^nd that in an age 
in which it has no friend to fpare: But he may be 
fpared; becaufe, whatever he may be in inten- 
tion, in a6):> he is a foe to the truth* Now it 
muft not be difiembled, that, in that clafs of the 
clergy called evangelical, there are perfons of this 
defcription: men who do not merely difcover a 
flight tinflure of quixotifm mixing with great vir* 
tues, but who are rank enthufiafts: too wild in 
their notions to be fit to teach; and too confi- 
dent in their extravagancies to be capable of learn- 

ingt ' 

\ am conftrained to admit likewifci that there 
is a great deal of truth in what has been often 
alledged by their opponents, namely, that un^e? 
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their preaching there has arifen an unfavourabte 
opinion of the body of the clergy. To excite a 
hatred of what is evil, is, undoubtedly, one pur* 
pofe of Chriftian in{lru6iion. But while the 
preacher is attempting this, he muft take care that 
he do not call forth the malignant paffions. This 
be is almoft fure to do, if he point out a certam 
fet of men, as perfons to whom his reprehenfions 
particularly apply. The hearers, too generally 
apt to forget themfelves, are drawn fiill further 
from the confideration of their own faults, when 
they can find a defined clafs of men, on whom 
they can fatten the guilt of any alledged error: 
on them they will difcbarge their gall, and miiiakiQ 
their rancour for righteoufnefs* 

Much of what is here dcfcrlbed, is to be found 
among the more illiterate of thofe, who give % 
preference to the fermons of the teacher^ in quef- 
tion« The clergy, as a body, are confidered by 
them, as men who do not preach the Gofpel; an 
imputation which, in their account, implies the 
forfeiture of all that reverence and fupport which 
is due to Chriftian inftruflors. Nor can it be 
maintained, that their favourite preachers are uni- 
verfally innocent of being, in fome degree, the 
caufe of fo ill an opinion refpefting the clergy. 
Some of them are not content with enforcing what 
they believe to be neceflary to falvation, and (hew- 
ing the evil tendency of the contrary doftrine; but 
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mingle therewith fuch intimations of a general de<- 
parture from the truths of the Gofpel, as their 
hearers naturally apply to the perfons really meant 
by the preacher to be included in the cenfure; 
that is to fay, the clergy in general. In reply to 
this^ the minifiers in queftion may with great 
truth affirm, that they have fufFered much in the 
public opinion from a like treatment But they 
are to remember, that a retort is not an exculpar 
tion. 

Of a piece with the conduft here noticed, is 
the language which fome included in this ciafs of 
clergymen ufe, in reference to tbofe parilhes in 
which their own views of Chriftianity are not in- 
culcated. Of fuch places, though the ordinances 
of Chriftian worfliip be regularly adminiitered in 
them, they fpeak in terms fimilar to thofe in which 
the antient prophets exprefled themfelves, when 
defcribing the ftate of heathenifm. Thus leading 
the unthinking, to blend appointments ordained 
for the honour of the living and true God, with 
idolatrous inftitutions: as if there was no differ- 
ence between diminifiied light and abfolute darkr 
nefs; between finking below the level of com« 
pletely evangelical inftru^lion, and the entire ab** 
fence of Chriftianity*. 

* It would be fcarccly credible, were not the place and 
time marked with fufficient precifion, that a clergyman, be» 
HLficed in the Church of England, was defcribing hi the feU- 
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In this ^enumeration x)f faults, I do not a^ 
knowledge one M'hich has been laid to their ac<^ 
county and with which many of this clafs were 
formerly chargeable; I mean a dilregard of that 
canonical obedience, which every perfon, receiv- 
ing holy orders in the Church of England, is con- 
fidered as pledging himfelf to obferve. This is 
unqueitionably violated, by officiating in places of 
worfliip licenfed under the a£i of toleration. But 
this proceeding being now almoft univerfally cou^ 
demned by them, may be difmiifed without any 
further notice. Would it were as eafy to filence 
thofe who accufe them of vanity, of courting po- 
pularity, of effrontery, of coarfenefs, of the want 
of that afri&6tionate fpirit which Ihould breathe 
through all the mmiftrations of a Chriltian teacher, 
of their commonly appearing before a congrega- 
tion with an abjurgatory afpe6t, as if their minds 

Rowing paflage, fomething that bad lately taken place in thiB 
country : '* Different itinerant fociettes have been eilablinied, 
** in order to fcnd inftrudion to the poor, in the villages 
'* where the Gofpel is not preached. Probably not lefs than 
^* 500 places for divine worftiip have been opened within the 
** laft three year?.** See Haweis*b Hiftory of the Chriftian 
Church, page 266, vol. III. It may be deemed not fkridly 
fair to produce a quotation in this place from a writer, whole 
irregularity has long been cenfured by mod of tl^ clergy called 
evangelical. To this it may be replied, that though this 
writer is not produced as a fair fpeciuien of that clafs of men, 
yet in the language of IheTpaflage here quoted, be has been 
iujilated by Come of thofe who condemn his. irregularity. 
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were always brooding over fome matter of accu- 
fation againft their charge, inftead of feeling to- 
ward them as a father does toward his children 1 

As for the matter of which the Sermons deli^ 
▼ered by fome of this cla(s of preachers are com- 
pofed, it is contemptible in the extreme. . Though 
truths of great importance are brought forward, 
yety as if thofe who delivered them were born to 
ruin the caufe in which ihey were engaged, they are 
prefeated to the auditory, aflbciated with fuch mean- 
nefs, imbecility, orabfurdity, as to afford a compleat 
triumph to thofe who are adverfe to their propa- 
gatioru We are difgufted by the violation of all the 
mles^ which the common fenfe of mankind teaches 
them to expe6l the obfervance of, on the occalion. 
It is true indeed, that fomething is heard about 
Chrifi, about faith and repentance, ab6ut fin and 
grace; but in vain we look for argument, or per- 
foafion, or fuavity, or reverential demeanour; 
qualities which ought never to be abfent, where 
it is of the utmoft importance that the judge- 
ment be convinced, and the affeftions gained. 

• 

The fermons of fome, confift of a fanciful xun- 
ning of parallels; of which kind of preaching it is 
faying the leaft, by way of cenfure, to affirm that 
it leaves nothing inftrudive behind it; that it 
proves nothing; that it deters from no vice, nor 
excites to any virtue. But its want of ufeful ten- 
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dency is not the greateft obje£iion that ties againft 
it; it debafes the Scripture; it defeats the iateo-* 
tion of that grave and holy book, deiigned not 
for the amufemeot of the imagination, but for in* 
firuding the mind, and interelling the heart, in 
things of eternal moment It.accuftoms thofe 
who are pleafed with it, to look for entertainment, 
when they thould be endeavouring to learn a lefibn; 
and to fport themfelves with that lamp of truth, 
let down from heaven for the purpofe of dire6Ung 
their ftep% amidft the fnares and dangers of the 
prefent ftate. No cenfure is here intended againft 
reforting to chafte comparifons, for the fake of 
illuftrating fome important point of faith or prac« 
tice. This, while it enlivens the preacher's dif* 
courfe, may affift the conceptions of the auditory. 
The one begets knowledge, the other leaves men in 
ignorance. The fober ufe of parallels, followed 
by the prafiical ufe of the truth elucidated, 
teaches the hearer how to read his Bible with 
profit; the effufions of the mere allegorizer, how 
to read it and learn nothing. 

There is likewife an hypochondriacal caH of 
preaching heard among them. Inftead of fuch 
inftru6iion, exhortation, or encouragement, as is 
adapted to the ordinary conditions and circum- 
ftances of human life, an auditory is held by the 
detail of conflifts and experiences, of which nine 
tenths of the perfons prefent have not the remoteft 
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tonc^ption^ A kind of difcourfixig this^ which is 
perhaps congenial to the feelings of a few perfons 
in the congregation, who, either from a decay of 
ibme of their faculties, or a faturnine caft of 
mind, or the folitarinefs of their condition, or 
the want of employment, are habitually uncom- 
fortable ; and acquire a kind of tafte for difcuf- 
fions of a melancholy complexion. Such perfons 
have a ftrange kind of amufement in liftening to 
difcourfes of this kind, which yet do nothing for 
them; the propenfity to be milerablc is increafed 
by the- very means employed to comfort them* 
Their minds are filled with fancied caufes of dif- 
trefs, which, perhaps, they never would have 
thought of, had they not been fuggefted by the dif* 
courfe to which they are liftening; and which, 
while it fails of curing the difeafe in thofe who al- 
ready have it, ferves to communicate it to thole 
who have it not, if there be any pre-difpofition 
in their mental habit to receive the contagion. 

Such, we conceive, is the hurtful tendency of 
thofe profings on the hidings of God's face, or the 
peculiar temptations of Satan, with which fome 
of the preachers now under confideration are 
heard to detain a promifcuous auditory. That 
the comforts of Religion may, for wife reafons, be 
fufpended by him who gave them, or that the 
great ^nemy of mankind may fometimes be per- 
mitted to harrafs a pious mind^ are poffibilities of 
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irhich the Holy Scriptures give us fufficient iuti* 
mation; nor can it be doubted, that one part of a 
Chriftian minifter's fufficiency lies in being capable 
of diftinguilhing fuch trying cafes from thofe of a 
different nature, and in knowing how to treat them« 
But inftances of extraordinary diftrefs of mind 
feem to be no more fit for frequent difcuifion io 
public, than inftances of extraordinary guilt are ; 
They fall more within the province of a minifter s 
private pra^ice. Here he has not a fuppofed^ 
but an a6iual cafe before him. Here he may af- 
certain its nature by deliberate invefiigation. Here, 
as in medical or furgical practice, he may do what 
is neceflary for the patient's relief, without dif* 
turbing the comfort, or hazarding the fafety of 
others. 

But what ihall we fay of fopething ftill more ob« 
jeAionable ? Plow (hall we fpeak of the conduct 
of thofe preachers, who can fo far forget the de-_ 
corum of their profeffion, as to attempt humour 
in the pulpit? For the credit of that clafs of 
clergymen, * of whom we are giving an account, 
we have it in our power to declare, that very few 
of them offend in this way. But they are not all 
innocent of this outrage on propriety. From 
Holy Scripture, this condu3; derives neither ex- 
ample nor encouragement The means they fug- 
geft for the converfion of a fmner are fuch, a» 
while adapted to do him the grcateft good, are en- 

1 



f ^ 



• 



166 

Btely free from any tendency to do harm to others* 
This is what cannot be faid of ludicrous preach- 
ing: for one whom it may fubftantially benefit, an 
hundred perhaps are hardened in their fins by it ; 
and ten times the number made fatisfied mth a 
kind of religion that has little of ferioufnefs or foli-* 
dity. Certain it is, that it favours that diffipation 
of mindy which it fhould be the Chriftian preacher's 
bufinefs to remove out of his way, as being one of 
the greateft hindrances to his fuccefs. It is this 
evil that often renders difcourfes, which have 
every thing in them to make men ferious, ineffec- 
tual to thofe who hear them. But when the dif« 
courfe itfelf tends to increafe, rather than to keep 
down this levity, what good can we expert to enfue; 
unlefs indeed the holy ordinance of preaching 
be expected to operate by ^* the rule of Gon«* 
trary?" 

T muit confefs, that I have not fo much charity 
for them to whom thefe cenfures apply, as to attri- 
bute the fault to mere inadvertence. I rather iu- 
cline to think, that the thing is done upon calcu- 
lation. They who bring jocularity into the pulpit^ 
know what it will do, and with' whom it is a 
popular mode of preaching. It feems indeed to 
fet the opinion of the world at defiance, and 
thereby has the credit of great independence of 
mind ; but it appears, after all, to be fervility of the 
moft abje& ftfrt: It is not only being pleafers tf 
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mcrij but pleafers of the loweji of men. For 
Vfere this method of handling facred things gene- 
rally difcountenanced among the hearers of fuch 
preachers, would they perfift in it? Believe it not. 
They are not fo dead to the love of reputation, as 
to perfevere in that, which they found would render 
them contemptible, and for which they could not 
have the didates of confcience to plead. 

Further, I cannot but obfervc, that the praflice 
here cenfured, from whatever motive it proceed, 
argues great want of hmnatie feeling. A preacher 
who falls into it, feenis to forget the ferious cir- 
cumftances in which his hearers ftand. Confider- 
ing that he meets them on a bufmefs of life and 
death, he ought to addrefs them with a kind and 
degree of feeling, utterly incompatible with any 

difpofition to be jocofe. 

« 

« 'Tis pitiful 
To court a grin, when yoa (hould woo a foul ; 
To break a jeft, wben pity would iofpire 
Pathetic exhortation ; and t' addrefs 
The (kittiAi fancy with facetious tales, 
When fent with God*8 commiflion to the heart/'* 

How men can behave in fo ferious a buiSncfa, 
in a manner that gives ground for fufpe^ng that 
they want humanity, will be eafily accounted for 

* Cowper*fl Taik, Book II. 
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by thofe who have obferved, that familiarity with 
even the moft imprellive things weakens their 
cfFeft. They who muft be often in the pulpit 
ihould bear this in mind, ancf endeavour to clie- 
riih the feelings that belong to their office; otlier- 
wife they may at length perform the moft ferious 
' and affefting parts of it, not only with levity, 
(efpecially if they be naturally addicted to hu- 
mour), but with little concern. So men uho 
fliould be i\m patterns, as well as the teachers c f 
commiferation, may refemble hackneyed un(j> r- 
takers of funerals; who can handle the deal ^virh 
indifference, and a3; on the moft touching oc- 
cafiooa^ without feeling one fympathetic emo* 
tion. 

To this enumeration it may be replied, that the 
faults here fpecified are not the greateft oflbnces 
that can be committed by men of a fpiritual calling ; 
• — ^That they do not equal drunkennefs, diffipation, 
extravagance, running into^debt, and other fcan* 
dalous incongruities, fometimes found in the life 
of a clergyman. We feel the force of this obfer- 
vation; and are ready to own, that although there 
have been a few inftances of the contrary, the 
moral conduft of the men in queftion is confiftent 
with their calling; and that though the faults above 
detailed are found among them, yet that as a 
' ^^y they are more than free from immoralities. 
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There is a concern for the good of mankind vi^ 
fible in them; a furrender of their eafe; an un«' 
wearied diligence in their vocation ; a giving up 
the world. We fee them, with talents fuffici*» 
endy popular to carry the prize of emolument or 
honour, were they to become candida^ted ^for 
them, facrificing fuch profpefb, by honeftly re- 
fuiing to accommodate themfelyes.to the tafte of 
their times; making a ftand agaiiMfc what they 
think wrong in thofe who have favours to befiow, 
though fully aware that inferiority of rank, and 
ftraitnefs of income, are the certain confequences 
of their fidelity. And, to conclude the mention 
of what is praifeworthy on their fide, there is a 
circumftance of great notoriety to be recollefled : 
they call the attention of the age to fome truths 
of prime importance in the account of all the 
writers, who are acknowledged in our Chufch as 
the moft diilinguilhed defenders of her do6trine* 
They are the determined and ever aOive op* 
pofers of thofe, againil whom, as the great cor- 
rupters of Chriitianity, all thefe writers have with 
one voice warned us. Whether they conduct 
this oppofition with temper^ or with ability, 
fome may queftion. But it i9 indubitable matter 
-of fa6l, that the Scripture do^rine refpe6ting 
man*s fallen ftate,* the divinity and atonement 
of Chrift, and the neceflity of the grace of Godls 
Holy Spirit to fanftify our hearts and rectify our 
lives, are topics, in which they labour to inftruft 
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and eftablifli their hearers. Nor can we doubt, 
that to their endeavours herein, we muft alcribe 
feme portion of that increaled regard to thefe 
points, which has of late appeared in the dif- 
courfes of Uie clergy at large. 

• Thefe virtues are not brought up at the clofe 
of their faults, for the purpofe of extenuating 
thofe faults.^ The latter were detailed, that a 
deep iinpreflion of their evil nature, and inju- 
rious tendency, might be made. The purpofe in- 
tended to be anfwered by producing the virtues, 
was, merely to put the reader into poireflfion of 
the whole cafe; leaving it with him to confider, 
whether even the enumerated faults found among 
men in whom thefe virtues were exhibited, 
be of fuch a nature, as to exclude all hope of 
amelioration in fuch perfons, were pains to be 
taken with them for that purpofe. 

This indeed, would be a perfeftly new expe- 
riment From their firft appearance to the pre- 
fent day, they have been abandoned, as a fet of 
men fo incorrigibly bad, as not to be worth the 
pains of any attempt to render them of fervicc 
to their country. It is to their being thus left 
to themfelves, probably, that much of what is 
faulty among them muft be afcribed. If they can 
learn to amend one another, they m:iy. From other 
%uarters^ though vexatious proceeding againfi 
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thctn be forebornc, comes no fatherly counfel, 
no friendly expoftulations, nor any thing elfe, 
that indicates an earneft intention to cheriih 
what is right in them^ and to corre6t %rfaat is 
wrong. 

It (hall be fubraitted to thofe whofe bufinefi 
' it is to provide for the welfare of the community, 
whether, notwitbftanding the above-mentioned 
faulty circumftances, there is fo much good to 
be found among them, as to encourage a hope, 
that what is bad mi(]rht be much reduced, if 
not entirely got rid of, were pious counfel 
given to them by their fuperiors in office, and 
a willingnefs to encourage fuch of them as would 
relinquilh what was ofFenfive were fliown. To 
take them as they are, is not what is recom* 
mended; but to try what earned endeavours, 
and Chriftian-like methods of treatment, might 
make of fuch men. This, perhaps, would be a 
prudent meafure in times like the prefent, which 
require men of their warm and earneft cha* 
rader, to (land up in public places, againit the 
great numbers we have amongft us, who are pre* 
pared to fubvert botu Church and State *, 

• Of the attachment of ibe clergy of this defcription to 
the cftablifiied Church, I have fpokeu before. Of their 
loyalty, I can fay, with great truth, that in this point they 
have not only remained nncorniptedi but laav« often availed 
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tbeafelrcs of thflir fittiatton as miniders, tp ftem tbe tide of 
fedidoa. It Tleft^rves notice, that in the mod threatening 
jierioda of Revoluiwnary mania, tbefe men fpeke out very 
decidedly from the pulpit, in defence of our enviable con-* 
ftitatioo. In fome places, their zeal was fiich, as to m^ke 
many conclude, that, in the event of an infurre&ion, U^ey 
would be among the firii that would be (acrificed. 



^^ KqU igiturwin confervandis bonis viris defatigari, fum cii« 
^' pidiiate prctfertim^ aut praoitate aliqua lapjis^ fed opinume 
^ pfficii^ ftulta fortqfe^ eerie non improba^ et fpecie quada$$ 
^* ^*c^ubfif:(f" Cicero. Or^t* pro MarcpUq^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ON THE EXPEDIENCY OF ENQUIRING, WHETHER 
THERE BE ANT INDIVIDUALS OF UNEXCEP* 
TIONABLE CHARACTER, AMONG THE PERSONS 
DENOMINATED EVANGELICAL CL£R6rMEN« 
WITH HINTS FOR THE AVOIDANCE OF ERROR 
IN THE ENQUIRY. 

IVl ANKIND are, perhaps, too ready to confider 
the faults exifting among (hofe of an oppofite 
opinion, as things of neceflary confcquence to 
the doflrine maintained by their opponent. There 
can be no queftion indeed, that fome opinions are 
of fuch a nature, that nothing good is to be ex* 
peded of fuch as are ftrenuous for them. But it 
is equally true, that the corruption of human 
nature is fuf&cient, to carry the advocates of the 
mod wife and holy fyftcm, into that which is 
foolifli, extravagant, and wicked. A'^et as it would 
be ill arginng, to alledge the condud; ^f fome, 
who thus depart in prafiice from what tliey avow 
in theory, as a proof of the hurtful tendency of 
the fyftem itfelf; fo it would be the height of 
injuftice, to include all who hold the like opinionsi 
in one fweeping profcription, 
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If this be fair treatment, what fyftem of religion 
is there, that could be defended ; or what clafs of 
men is there, that could efcape condemnation? 
What fyftem, however good in itfelf, is there to 
be named, that has not had its corrupt fupporters ? 
Even that great work, the Reformation, while it 
brought to light fome of the brighteft examples of 
Chriftian faith and piety this country ever beheld, 
had among its advocates, men of very indifferent 
charader. Our faithful hiftorians have recorded, 
not only the evil deeds of worldly men who aflifted 
in bringing about the event; but the indifcretions,' 
and infirmities, of its fincere promoters. Of thefe 

fafts, the Romanifts do not forget to avail them- 

• 

felves, as fo many arguments againtt the Refor- 
mation. But what do they prove thereby, either 
for themfelves, or againft that good work ? Popery, 
is popery ftill ; and the Reformation, by whatever 
hands it was aided, or with whatever human im- 
perfe£lions its proceedings were mingled, is tbat^ 
which its own purity in doftrine and worfliip, 
entitles it to b^ confidered. We are able, not 
only to contemplate the two fyftems apart from 
the condufl: of thofe who profefs to be of either, 
but %Q diftinguifli the genuine, from the fpurious 
Proteftant; and to think well of the pious Ro- 
manift, while we renounce his errors. For with- 
out doubt, there are fomc in the Church of Jlome, 
corrupt as it is, wtiQ f^re dear to Ggd; whili 
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many who profefs to be of ours, are not fit for 
the Ibciety of nien« 

For the perfons, into whofe feptinlents and 
character fo particular an enquiry has been made; 
nuiliiiig more is alked, than that they may pafs 
beiurc the eye of judges, capable of making a 
like diTcrinii nation. Thi^ requeft proceeds, not 
fo much from a defire that fuch of them as might * 

bear examination, may obtain the reputation due 
to them, as from a concern for the public welfare. 
And here I cannot but obferve, that if the prefent 
period particularly require earneftnefs in the dif- 
charge of clerical functions, it feems to be an 
incumbent duty to enquire, whether among a 
body of men, whom all allow to be perfons of 
great earneftnefs in their profefiion, there be' any 
to be found, who poflefs this quality^ unaccom-* / 

panied with any thing materially objeflionable. 

In a flourilhing ftate of religion, a very different 

• line of condu6i: is to be purfued toward men who 
appear in the charafter of reformers, to that 
which is dictated by the circumftances of a luke- 
warm or declining period; if with the 9^al of ^ 
Reformers in fuch perfons, there be an admixture 

of fuch failings, as prevent their being confidered 

• examples of the higheft kind. In the former cafe, 
- they may have little to add by their good qualities^ 

^Wbich they may not take away again, by their bad 
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ones : fo that, on the whole, nothing may be gained 
.by them. But in the latter cafe, focicty may gain 
mpcb, and lofe nothing, by fuch men : their faults 
may be of that kind, as to render none worfe than 
they are already; while their virtues may be 
calculated to render many better. Thus, though 
BOt formed fur carrying religion to thegreateil 
height^ they may be qualified to raife it fome 
degrees from the low ftate into which it has funk; 
and from their exertions may fpring a race of 
inilruftors, pofleffing'^both the excellencies tliey 
had| and thofe which they wanted. 

In a period of the latter kind, it feems advife-^ 
able, to endeavour to turn the efforts of men^ 
zealous in the caufe of Chriftianity, to fome ac- 
count ; even ihould they be uniformly defe61ive. 
But if, though all agreeing in fome circumftances,. 
there be fo great a difference of chara6ter among 
them, as that fome (hall be found to have all the 
virtues common to the whole, without any of the 
faults with which they are frequently affociated ; 
it will be much to be regretted, if inftrumcnts fo 
well fitted for public good as tbefe, fhould not be 
madect^fe of. 

Uilder the imprcffion of this confideration, I 
humbly intreat thofe who have any means of 
ferving their country in ecclefiaftical affairs, to 
enquire, whether among the clergy lying under 
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the imputation of Methodifm, there be any of 
this unexceptionable kind. To obtain truth in 
tliis enquiry, it £eews necefiary, that they b« 
guarded againft the reprefentations of thofe^ who^ 
whether they commend, or cenfure, fpeak indif*- 
crin^nately of the whole of them ; as if there 
were no variety of chara£ter, no ihades of dif« 
tin^ion, no moral or intelle6tual gradations^ to 
be found ainong numbers of men, bearing one 
general appellation. Inftead of thus taking them 
en niaj/e, let us rather take them individually. 
When a man is before us of whom we are endea* 
vouring to obtain a juft opinion, and it be whim- 
pered, this perfon is a Methodiil, let us recoiled^ 
that, if among thofe to whom this name is given, 
there be found all the ufual varieties of character, 
the terms c6nvey no infonnation. Let the man 
iland alone : and if bis qualifications be found on 
examination, to amount to nothing but zeal with* 
out knowledge, without difcretion, without temper^ 
without an obedient mind ; who can with juftice 
blame the rejection of him ? For he brings nothing 
that can benefit a church in any fiate : if it be in 
a healthy fiate, enthufiaihi can only corrupt it; 
Md for a declining fiate, it is no cure. 

By no other proceeding than that of taking 
^ch individual by himfelf, are we likely to form 
^ true judgment in the cafe. If we judge of the 
wbole^ bj taking fome aa fpecimens of the refi^ 
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(hall afluredly be mifled; whatever be the 
nature of the fample. If the obje£t we {eledt as 
a fpecimen^ be a perfon of unexceptionable 
character, we fliall be led to think too well of the 
whol«. If he be one of thofe, whofe faults have 
been defcribed, we (hall think too ill of the whole. 
And here it may be obferved, that the latter 
feleftion feetns much more likely to be made, than 
the former, when it is confidered, how many 
circumftances there are to give vifibility to the 
worft kind ; while ihofe, who may belter bear 
examination, lie wholly concealed from our view. 
Some of thefe circumftances, I beg leave to fct 
before the reader. 

Of thofe who determine to form their opinions 
of thefe men, not by the accounts of their oj>- 
ponentS) but by examining them with their own 
eye, fome may conceive, that in the capital of 
the kingdom, they have a very fair field of ob- 
fervaiion. But if we recoUefl what a metropolis 
is, we (hall fee reafon to conclude, that the refufe 
of the clafs will be found there. For what is a 
metropolis but the great fair of a country, to 
which incapacity, indifcretion, and impudence 
refort, when they can no longer fubfift where they 
are better known ? Hither comes indigence, for 
a morfel of bread ; and ruined chara6);er, to make 
a new effort Among the reft, comes the oufted 
curate, who though unable to keep bis. lituation 
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in the county-towO, through his infufBciency, his 
imprudence, or bis Angularities, yet in Ix)ndony 
wiicre there is much to be obtained by popular 
ele^ion, and where little morfe of the man can be 
known than what is feen of him in the pulpit, be 
may obtain not only employment, but even fame: 
for in a crouded qity, where there is an infinite 
variety of tafies, and thoufands of hearers who 
neither difcern the preachcr^s infufHciency, diflike 
hiR fingularities, or know any thing of his life; 
noife, vehemence, or cant, may be fufficient for 
the latter purpofe. If the aim of his fermons 
be to enforce the points on which the clergy called 
Evangelical are particularly zealous, he is of courfe 
reckoned one of their number ; and is lieard by 
many, as a fpecimen of that body. Whatever 
he utters, however rafli, however ridiculous, is 
confidered as a fentiment held by the whole of 
tliem; though, perhaps, fome of them are con- 
tinually pained, by the manner in which he 
manages the caufe. 

* 
If popularity therefore, be the clue the examiner 

follows, in going about to hear the clergy in 

qiicftlon for himfelf, it will not infallibly lead him 

to ihofe, who are the mod excellent of their clafs. 

lie will, perhaps, pafs the churches of fuch of 

ihc.m as beft deferve commendation, to go and 

ht ir the worft of them. Yet he will probably 

th. k thai he afls fairly, in judging of the whole 

by iach ui them as are very numeroufly attended, 
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tiiat being coofidercd, as taking thofe for 9, fample, 
whom the very admirers of this kind of preacbi n| 
acknowledge to be the baft. On this fubjeA 
te€olle6l, that to im inhabitant bf London, the 
occafional vi(it of a country clergyman of this 
dafs, is announced in terms of high expe6l«tion« 
Hereby the enquirer conceives, that he has a 
further opportunity of forming his opinion of the 
perfons in queftion. But I rauft intreat liim not 
to judge of the whole, by what he difcerns of thet 
popular preacher from the country, who having 
once tafted the fweets of being followed by crowds^ 
and crammed with invitations, pants annually to 
leave his ordinary commons, for the lufcious feaft 
tiial awaits him in the capital. To be borne aloft 
on the bofom of a high tide of popularity, is a 
gratification fo little congenial to the foiid virtues 
of clerical chara6ier, as Jo afford a prefumption^ 
that thofe who can regularly leave their itated 
charge to partake of it, are not the moft intrinfi- 
cally good of their kind. And indeed it ihouid 
be known, that this is a6tually the opinion held of 
them, by many who are deeply fenfible of the im- 
portance of evangelical inilru^iou. The preach** 
ing of thefe favourites, does not draw forth their 
bigheft admiration ; but rather ferves to enhance, 
in tlieir eftimation, the value of their own ud« 
applauded paftor *. 

. * By wlmt fias been faid on popularity, it is not meant t# 
iofiauate, titber that it can never be fairly ac<|uired» or that 
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Thofe then who have the leafi of intrioiic wDrth, 
are the kind of fpecimens often produced in places 
of great concourfe. But let the public know, 
that there are fome in this c}afs of clergymen, of 
whom they have never heard; and who, with 
talents fufficient for enfuring applaufe were they 
to appear on a more public ftage, are not known 
beyond the limits of fome humble village, the 
care of which is configned to them. There are 
they always found, watching .over their flock: 
occupying the pulpit, not in throwing off florid 
harangues, but in delivering plain and inftrudive 
fermons; not only preaching but catechifing 
children; forming and fuperintending ufeful, or 
charitable inftitutions; vifiting the iick; keeping 
order in their parilh ; taking care of tlie poor ; 
endeavouring to reconcile differences; and in 
fliort, filling up all the parts of the paftoral func- 
tion with fuch an exemplarinef% fuch an evident 
devoted nefs to their duty, fuch an entire freedom 
from every thing that indicates a feflarian pro* 
peufity ; as to leave no doubt on my mind, that 
were fome of their fuperiors in the Church to 
fpend a little time with them, and fee them both 
in tlieir families, and in their funfiions, they 
would be delighted with their example. 

•n who obtain it have fought it. Nothing more hat bten 
ilefigoed, than to appiiie the reader, that it is not to ba 
truA^d a« a clu« to guide us in the propo&d cn^viry. 



Let us turn to another circumitance, very na- 
turally conlidered as a criterion in this cafe. It 
may be thought, that we judge very fairly of the 
whole, from what is to be found in the writings 
that come from this quarter : but this conclulion 
admits of a doubt. In this conne£lion as well as 
in others, the lead qualified, the mod vain, and 
the moft unprincipled, become authors ; while the 
better charafters are, in general, jtoo much oc- 
cupied by the daily recurring duties of their office, 
to be able to prepare any thing for the prefs : or 
if they have time enough for fuch an employment, 
are reftrained by the modefty of their minds from 
offering any thing to the world ; though men of 
Ao inconiiderable endowments. 

And here I can with great truth affirm, that 
TOany included in that defcription of clergymen 
BOW under confideration, are forely grieved, by 
what comes out as the produce of authorlhip on 
tlieir fide. And well they may be ; to fee, as is 
frequently the cafe, the blefTed truths of the Gofpd 
degiaded, by being aflbciated with newfpaper bom- 
baft, with impudence, with inveftive, with dotage, 
with drivelling cant, with buffoonery, and fcur- 
rility I Who can read thefe defpicable publica- 
tions, without thinking contemptuoufly of all who 
abet them ? But let not every one, in whom an 
occafional coincidence of opinion may be re- 
cognized, be included in this number. For it is a 
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certain truth, that the writings of avowed infidels ^ 
are not more ofTeniive to (everal of the clergy in 
queftion, than are fome of the publications here 
alluded to. Let them not therefore be judged of» 
by that which they condemn; — by produdions,. 
which they confider as an abufe of the liberty of 
the prefsy and a dilgrace to Chriftianity. 

Next in order to the makers of books^ we 
naturally advert to the venders of them. Of 
thefe, there is fomething to be faid^ to obviate 
thofe mifconceptions which their mercenary pro- 
ceedings favour. As adventurers unable to obtain 
a (hare in the trade carried on in one country, 
turn their attention to a commodity in particular 
demand in another country ; fo fome of our petty 
bookfeliers, knowing that there is a kind of people 
in the world, who attach an extraordinary import- 
ance to whatever is reputed evangelical, confider 
what they can make of this circumftance for ob- 
taining a livelihood. Hence, thofe religious puffs, 
which we fee circulated in hand-bills, pafted on 
the doors of churches and meeting-houfes, and, 
fent abroad as outfide paflengers on the covers of 
our periodical works. Hence, evangelical pocket- 
booksj containing a fcrap of Holy Scripture for every 
day, and lifts of Go/pel mini/iers^ with their places 
of worfhip, and times of le&uring ; into which lifts 
none are admitted, but fuch as are worthy of the 
title in the opinion of the editor, who being ^ 

N 
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confummate judge of the qualification^ itexprefles, 
excludes fotne from the lift, who give proof of 
great piety, and puts in others^ of whofe right to 
the diftindion, many are not fo well afiured, at^ 
they are of their willinguefs to affume it Here, 
the Minifter of the Church of England, the 
Independant, the Baptift, and the Lay Preaeher, 
are enrolled in one corps ; and take their turns in 
having their phyfiognomy prefented to the public, 
in a neat engraving ^t the beginning of the book ; 
as a pledge of all the good things that are to 
follow. 

All this fpeaks well for the men, who are dif* 
tihguiflied from the reft of tlieir profeflion, by the 
title of Evangelical clergymen ; moft of whom, 
ave admitted to iliare in thefe honours ! This muft 
clearly afcertain their being ** True Churchmen ;" 
their being dead to the world ; and their being 
examples of humility to their brethren ! There is 
indeed one fa6l to be mentioned that is rather 
againft their all having the benefit of thefe highly 
creditable circumftances; which is this, thatfcarcely 
any of them have a hand in the bufinefs. What is 
done in this way, is done not only without their 
concurrence, but to their extreme vexation *. 

• The portraits of iWing clergymen fecn in the princ-fhopt 
of London, are very naturally confidered, as proofs of a 
pioll i&ordinate vanity on their part. But the reader may 
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Let it then be remembered, that there is a 
^hunger-bitten race always hovering about thofe, 
from whom any thing is to be obtained ; and who 
will feize as their own, whatever they can lay hold 
ofy without alking leave of them to whom it 
belongs : men unconfcious of any fenfe of delicacy^ 
of propriety, of probity ; caring not whom they 
offend, whom they grieve, whom they involve ip 
their own difreputation ; provided their gains be 
fecured. From this quarter come the paltry pub- 
lications to which we have alluded. They are not 
to be placed to the account of thofe, who may be 
commendably mentioned in them. As, therefore, 
tlie compofition of thefe articles of fale, may in 
no degree be afcrlbable to them, but entirely to 
the greedy chapmen who make them up * no con« 
clufion can be drawn from lience, either for, or 
againlt fuch clergymen ; nor are they in the lead 
anfwerable for any praife, or cenfure, contained 
in thefe productions *j 



h% aifured, that very fe^ of thefe perfont ever fat for their 
likenefa. It ia generally taken by the artilt while the clergy 
mau it ill the pulpit, and publilhed without his knowledge* 

* The author well jemembers, bow the upper part of 
Mooriielda nfed to fwarm, on a fummer evening, with the 
loweft order of thofe, 'who follow the fcent of religious pro. 
feflion for prey; and what imprefliona this, and other ac« 
conpaaying circumftances, made on his aind at the time. 
The ground on wbieh Finfiiury Square now ftands, was then 
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Having detailed thefe circumftances^ I beg leave 
to aik, whether if among thofe who confider the 

an open fy&ct. A tafte of what was provided there, began 
abo«t the doors of tlie Tabernacle, where, as the congrega- 
tion came forth, it was met by a hod of mendicants ; fome 
aiking charity, and others offering pharophlets to fale : ** Dear 
" people of God, remember the poor blind/' — ** A choice Drop 
" of Honey from the Rock Chrijt ; Price one Fenny." — " A 
** Jtriking lAkenefs of ihmi great Man ofGodf the Rev. George 
« Whitfield:'---'' John Dod's Sayings; a halfpenny a pieceJ' 
When the paflenger arrived at Moorfields, there he heard ik 
young female beggar finging hymns, and twanging a guitar 
by way of accompaniment. After paffing a dozen of cripples, 
be came to a blind fidler, who fang and played a compofition 
of his own, in which the particulars of his converfion were 
detailed; between every fiansa of which, infiead of an 
interlude, he gave an extemporaneous commentary, in plain 
profr, on the verfe ho had fung. Then drawing his bow 
over the firings, to know whether they were true fifths to 
each other, he proceeded to the next verfe ; — then a com- 
mentaiy — and fo on to the end ; when copies of the delicious 
piece were offered for fale, at a penny each. To heighten 
the effcd of the fcenc, there were fometimes two or three 
field-preacher's congregations, in different parts of this large 
plot of ground ; intermingled with as many parties of boys, 
at their ufual fports. The bawling of the preacher in one 
congregation, the ihrill trebles of women finging a hymn in 
another, the (bouts of the boys, the fcrapings of the fidler, 
together with the found of a fliowman's barrel organ ; tho 
eye catching, at the fame infiant, the flinigs of a foreign 
empiric, who was haranguing the crowd around his ftage, ia 
broken E&glifii : — the whole made up fuch a mifcellany, as 
no part either of this, or any other kingdom, perhaps,, could 
equal. It was many years, ere the author could difengago 
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points termed evangelical to be of the utmoft 
importance to mankind, there be but a fingle 
perfon to be found, of whofe charader and inten- 
tions none of thefe circumftances could jufily be 
confidered as a criterion, it would not be extremely 
unfair to be determined by them, in our conduft 
toward that individual I fiate this cale, for the 
fake of rendering that idea impreflivei which was 
fuggefted at the commencement of this chapter/ 
the neceffity of individually examining the prin- 
ciples and chara6faer of thofe, who may be called 
Evangelical clergymen. To rejed: the whole of 
thefe perfons, on account of objeAionable things 
£3und in fome who profefs to be aiming at the 
fame end; to confider them all as mere noify 
declaimers, becaufe fome are no better ; or to take 
thofe who have written tbemlelves into difgrace, 
as fpecimens of all who may efpoufe the fame 
dofirines ; would be as unfair as to produce thofe 
worldly clergymen defcribed in a former chapter *, 
lui fpecimens of all that part of the profeflion who 
are not ftyled Evangelical minifters. This indeed 
would be great injuf^ce: there are many, not 
recognized under this name, who are fmcerely 
devoted jto the duties of the facred funAion; 

hit mind from a prejudice, which thit fcene geoerated : for 
a prejudice it certainly was, to identify all earoeftnels in 
r^lig^oDi with thefe ludicrous cirtumftiuices* 

• Page 29* 
N 3 
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confcientious* in the difcharge of them ; and are 
endeavouring, by all the means they can devife, 
to ^^fave themfckeSf and them that hear them.'* 

m 

\ 

Let it now be recoUeaed, that no attempt is 
here made to deny, that among thofe diftinguilhed 
by the name of Evangelical clergymen, there are 
men of an innovating turn ; men who fymbolize 
with the Separatift ; men whofe manner of con- 
ducting religious worihip, gives to a parochial 
Church the air of a Methodifi; meeting. Our 
endeavour is neither to deny, nor to offer any 
apology for thefe things ; but to put thofe whom it 
may concern in mind, that clergymen of found 
learning, of fober piety, firmly attached to 
the Church of England as by law eftabliftied, 
willing to fubmit to the authority of a diocefan, 
and who would be thankful for his counfel^ are to 
be found in this clafs : men, who though they do 
not inveigh againil thefe ,obje6lionable habits, are 
yet fo far from having any predileftion for them, 
or any defire to bring them into the Church »them- 
felves, that they utterly condemn them ; and are 
firmly refolved, to have nothing feen where they 
may be placed, but that which every man muft 
acknowledge to be their incumbent duty: in a 
^ord, men who have nothing at heart, but to be, 
the true Church of England Pajior. What I 
mean by this term, and what I could wi(h every 

a 
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clergyman to be, will be dilcovered by the following 
defcription : 

THE TRUE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

PASTOR, 

Is one, who bring|s to bis office, not merely its 
literary qualifications, but its appropriate fpirit; 
and receives its legal inveititure, imprefled with 
the weight of its obligations. He is attached on 
principle, not by intereft, to the eftabliftiment of 
which he is a minifler ; and ever keeps in view^ 
the grand purpofe for which it was conftituted^ 
the falvation of men. This he endeavours to 
accompliih, by filling up every department of his 
office, with equal diligence; whether it be the 
delk, or the pulpit, the vifitation of the fick, the 
bufinels of the veftry, or the fuppreffion of vice 
in his pariih* 

He recollects, that he has no church to form, 
or to improve, in its external parts; but that, 
every thing of this kind being fettled by fuperior 
authority, and eftabli(hed laws, the ftate has com^ 
mitted a truil to him ; the obligations of which 
are, that he keep the fyftem entire, and endeavour 
to give it all the force, with which diligent and 
pious adminKtration carries it to its def^ne4 
end. 

K 4 
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In tbe difcharge of his duty, be afTefij no 
fingulaf ities ; knowing, that within the boundary 
of autborifed inftitution and eltabliihed ufage, he 
has fuflicient means of accomplifhing every thing 
neceflary to the falvation of his flocL Hence it 
is^ that though his congregation may perceive a 
greater devotednefs to paftoral duties in him, than 
in the worldly clergyman, yet they fee nothing but 
what they expe£l to find in a pious minifter of tbe 
Church of England : nothing exotic, no cuftom 
or habit, that gives him the air of a foreigner ; 
but every thing that makes him appear like one of 
themfelve& 

• 

Nor to his brethren does he exhibit any thing, 
but a pattern of profeffional excellence. He gives 
them no juft caufe to be jealous of him ; no juft 
reafon for fuppofing, that he wiihes to acquire 
vifibility, by throwing them into the (hade. He 
does not weaken the force of his example to the 
lefs diligent, by any eccentricity, any predile6tion 
for a fefty or any want of deference to authority. 
He exhibits, in (hort, nothing to them, but what 
the mod carelefs member of the profeffion, if he 
have any refledion or confcience, mu(t know that 
he ought himfelf to be: diligent in his office; 
obedient to his fuperior ; devoted to the good of 
his flock ; and a firm fupport in his place to that 
church, from which be derives bia own fupport 
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Y/et though he has none of that unnatural in« 
difference to our Church fervice, which is fome* 
times covered with the affectation of liberality and 
enlarged views, and would never fet an example 
of inftibordination, by deviating from its e(labli(hed 
forms ; his endeavours are not given fo entirely to 
the mint and annife and cummin^ as to render him 
inatteative to the weightier matters of the law. 
Senfible of the importance of the forms of Chrif- 
tianity, he labours to prevent their being neglefted; 
yet knowing, that there may be a dead formality, 
a formality without repentance ttyward Godj and 
faith in our Lord Jefus Chrijij he cannot be 
fatisfied with feeing the forms obferved by thofe 
who appear to reft there ; but feeks the produ6tioa 
of thofe tempers and difpoiltions, which conftiUite 
the life and foul of religion. 

Not lefs aihamed of fanaticifm, nor lefs difgufted 
with its deformities, than thofe who inveigh moft 
bitterly againft it, he labours to prevent it ; but 
not by endeavouring to lefien a regard to that, 
which it may have in common with genuine re- 
ligion. He therefore cannot be fatishcd with what 
fome would fet up againft fanalicifm; — with a kind 
of religion deftitute of all fpirituality of mind. Ue 
will not fet up indifference, againft falfe zeal ; nor 
coofbrmity to the world, agaiait enthufiafm ; not 
men natural religion, or fome refined modiftcation 
of it,^ againft the mifapplicatioa of a Cluiftian 
(rine* 



186 

If errors be abroad, ho may think it his duty t» 
enter into controverfy ) but he will not do it with 
the feelings of one, who is gratified by the em- 
ployment Nor is it every caufe, that will make 
bim deviate from thb peaceful line of « his or- 
dinary endeavours, which is tliat of a (hepherd 
tending his flock. Nothing but fuch a caufe, as 
may affe3; the eternal intereft of thofe committed 
to his care, will draw him into a debate. He will 
not difturb the quiet of the Church, by calling 
dead controverfies to life about habits and geftures^ 
but rather rejoice, that they are laid at reft ; con- 
ceiving, that mankind being now at eafe about 
thofe decent ceremonies which were formerly the 
fubjefis of contention, things eflential to falvation 
have a better chance of engaging their whole 
attention. Nor even when the occafion will jultify 
a controverfial effort, will he engage in it like a 
mere Polemic, but with the '^ meehiefs of wifdom/^ 
with the affeAionate fpirit of a parent counfellii^ 
his family ; and in language much more becoming 
his office, than was ufed by thofe huffing divines 
of a former period, whofe. manner of treating the 
erroneous, the better humour of modern time$ 
will prevent his imitating. 

Independent character will be as vifihle in hia 
difcourfes, as seal for the truth. Having by his 
iituation in the eftabliihed Church, nothing to aik 
of his flock| nor any thing to fear from tbemj he 
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if at liberty to fpeak his paind freely, on everf 
point of Chriftian faith anc} duty. He will not 
introduce a dodrinal point, n^erely to gratify fome 
faftidious advocate for it, if he himfelf do not fee 
the propriety of bringing it forward juft at that 
time ; nor will he avoid it, for fear of incurring 
the difpleafure of thofe who may be averfe to it 
Yet he will not wantonly offend any pian, on any 
occaGon, and leaft of all when he is in the pulpit; 
for he loves his hearer's foul too well, to turn the 
' means ordained for his good, into tho means of 
bis annoyance. 

Occupying his place with a truly paftoral hear^ 
It is not \\ithin the boundary of ftipulated fervice, 
that his wiihes, or his efforts^ can be confined. 
He is habitually turning his mind to fomething 
relating to the welfare of his flock. He defires to 
bring every talent he poffeffes, to bear on their 
interefts; be it mental endowment, influence, 
health, or income, whether derived from his pre- 
ferment, or a private fortune. He would lay 
every member of his family under contribution to 
afiift him, in the profecution of his end; and 
teaches them, to account it an honour, to be (o 
employed. In ihort, to ufe an escpreflion of St. 
Paul, he has bis pariihioners in his heart *• He 
U talking of them at his meab ; thinking of them 

• PhiL i 7. 
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in his folitary walks ; tnuiiag on tlieir concerna» 
when he lies down on his bed; often held waking, 
perhaps, in endeavouring to devife, how he (hall 
accompliih fome projed he has formed for their 
advantage; ever longing for means to execute 
every thing that might be done for their benefit : 
wilhing on their account, though not on his own, 
perhaps, for another purfe, another pair of hands^ 
a longer day: fo full of benevolent defigns; fo 
warm with the defire of feeing them accomplilbed ; 
fo far does he furpafs thofe, whofe purpofes never 
exceed that quantity of goodnefs, which is generally 
expedted of perfons in their fituation. What the 
opinions of men may exa3; of him, is not the 
meafure he prefcribes to himfelf, but what hi3 
means enable him to perform. 

To conclude : he is not merely decorous in the 
performance of ecclefiaftical duties ; not merely 
^orrefl; in his condufi; not merely refpe6lable 
and obliging in his deportment: he is all this» 
and more. Equal to the mere gentleman, in true 
poUtenefs; fuperior to him, in the literature of 
his own profe0ion ; ftill higher, in the devotednefs 
of his heart to the fervice of God, and the w^farQ 
of his fellow-creatures. 

m 

** PeAus praeceptit format amicit, 
Afperitatis el ioTidiae corredor et ine; 
Rede fa£ka refert ; orientia tempora notis 
luilruit exempliss inopem folatur et aegrum." 

UoR. lib, ii. epis. i. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OK THK CONCURRENCE OF ALL SERIOUS MINDS, 
IN ENDEAVOURING TO PROMOTE A REFORM- 
ATION. 

X HE cafe of tbofe perfons for whofe juft appre- 
ciation fome attempt has been made, would not 
have occupied fo much of our attention, had it 
not been conceived, that they might be rendered 
of eiTential fervice to their country. The reader, 
however, is to remember, that they are not held 
up as the only perfons, on whofe exertions any 
hope of a b^ter ftate of things can be grounded; 
but as inftruments which, in conjun£tion with 
others^ might be fuccefsfully employed to that 
end. There are confiderable powers in other 
hands ; and to fee a general concurrence, in en- 
deavouring to raife the decaying interefts of re- 
ligion, is the final objeft of this publication. 

• 

In a period of general indifference toward re- 
ligion, it is a comfort to obferve, that the evil is 
not univerfal ; and that, in fome places, the Chrif- 
tian miniftry is feen to excite a confiderable in- 
tereft. We muft, however, account it but a " day 
" of fmall things*" in religion, if it be only hert 



« 
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und there, that we meet with fuch inftances. tThat 
are a few crowded churches, amidft the population 
of a metropolis containing a million of fools; 
when it is recolle6ied, that their contents bear 
fcarcely any proportion to the multitudes who let 
the Sabbath pafs without one religious aSt ! The 
eye that is gratified in beholding one of thefe 
aiTemblies, may not fee the ^^ poverty of the land,^* 
Delighted with the union of a thoufand voices, 
afcending to Heaven with the words of praife, the 
worihipper who bears his part in this chorus^ 
forgets, perhaps^ the general ftate of things. We 
Ihould look abroad, with an enlarged and philan* 
thropic heart, and think with concern, while 
elevated by fuch a fcene, of the many half-empty 
churches around us, and of the thoufands who 
are living in confirmed habits of irreligion *. 

We mention this, not to damp the jdy of thoie 
devout perfons, who account their being under 
the care of a paftor, who attra£U this extraordinary 
attention to his miniftry, the principal happinefs 
of their lives ; but to excite in them that bed 
kind of patriotifm, which makes the Chriitian 
extend his pious regards, to the whole country to 

• " The deferted churches and crowded (Ireets of tb« 
** metropolis, on that holy day, [Sundaif] bear melancholy 
•« teftimony to the public neglccl of religious duty." — Dr, 
AfaWovV Fq^-Scrmon^ befort the Hovfs of Commons, Feb. 25^ 
^907, page 19* 
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which be belongs. Though our own particular 

views of Cbriftianity do not obtain every wbere^ 

yet we fliould rejoice to fee a general endeavour 

to check the progrefs of irxeligion. This undoubt*^ 

edly would make way for that higher kind of lifei 

which we denominate genuine Cbriftianity. For 

this, though it unqueftionably rifes above what 

mere moralifts inculcate, is to be confidered not 

fo much a thing different from morality, as tlie 

perfection of all that is ti^uly virtuous. Every 

thing of the latter kind in ini{ru€iion, in counfel, 

in literary productions, in judicial proceedings, in 

legiflative aCts^ has a bearing on genuine ChriP- 

titinity; and contributes to it, in its place and 

degree. 

There are fome great pofts of clerical fervice, of 
which^ they who wifli well to the caufe of pietjr 
way be here reminded. 

It is to be deeply regretted, Uiat the patrician 
orders of the community now come much le& 
frequently within the found of pulpit inftruftion, 
than was formerly their cuftom. Some of them, 
however, are (till found in thofe feleA places of 
worfhip, where temporal fovereignty does public 
homage to the King of kings. There ftill remains 
therefore, to fuch of the clergy as minifter in 
thefe places, an opportunity of bringing thoJSs 
confiderations before the Great World, from which 
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tbeir abundant means of prefeot gratification tend 
to avert their thoughts. Happy will it be for the 
public, if fuch clergymen bear in mind the ob« 
ligations^ as well as the honour, of their appoint- 
ment; and endeavour to fill up their poft like 
good angels, fiationed there, to guard tbeir digni* 
fied hearers againft the fnares which furrouod 
them, and faithfully to report the requirements of 
Heaven, to tlie princes of the earth» 

It is in thefe, and other places of worihip of 
a like fele6l nature, that we mu^lt efpecially look 
for that earneftnefs in the difcharge of the minil* 
terial fun£iion, which will warrant the hope of 
feeing a general improvement in religion and 
morals. For from among them who woiihip in 
fuch places, come they, whofe charaCler and con- 
du£l mufl; affe£l more than tbemfelves and their 
families. Hence proceed they, who ape employed 
i in offices of the greateft weight in the common- 

wealth, and who in their private, as well as public 
capacity, have a confiderable influence on fociety. 
Hence come our privy counfellors, our fenators of 
both Houfes, our ecclefiaftical and civil magif- 
trates, our naval and military commanders^ and 
our great land proprietors poflefliug a princely 
controul over a numerous tenantry. It is to this 
quarter likewife, that we principally look for thofe 
fubfcriptions, on which the fupport of our public 
charities, and our inftitutions for inftru^ng the 
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ignbirahty or for IbrmiDg virtuoud hkbits, depend* 
Hence come they, who have to utter opinions, or 
to give judgments, which, through the authority 
of thoib from whom they proceed, have a kind of 
oracular force on the p)ublic miiid, ivith fefpeft to 
principles and aCtions. Laftly, hence come tbey, 
from whom literature muft receive much of its 
moral chara£ter ; that great fountain of public 
opinion, which, being in a confiderable degree 
regulated by the patronage of the Great, will be 
either corrupt, or pure, according as venal writers 
find fale for their compoiitions ; or the labours of 
virtuous oneft bb 6dcourkged. 

Next to thofe jfrovinteS which afford ad op- 
portunity of addreffing the fuperior orders, on 
the fubjbft df ireligioti, we ihould turn our thoughts 
to thofe pariihe&, which embi^ace a numerous popu- 
lation, and have a lai^e fphere of municipal jurif- 
diftion. He^e, th^ Chriftian pallor ading in con- 
cert Mritb thofe civil authorities, which tb^ \tifdom 
of ages has eftablKhdd for the good order of fociety, 
and vigilantly attending to the appropriate objefis 
of his profeiBon, becomes an inftrument both of 
prefent and everlafting. happinefs to multitudes ; 
while, at the fame time, he is rendering eflential 
fervice to the fiate, by the faithful difcharge of 
that truit, which it repofes in bim for carrying its 
laws into effect. It is to fituations of this kind, 
that the.obfecvation of a prelate, of hlgbreputatioo 

O 
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for ii^Kiattt Btd piety, eipecially Kpplies: ^' tht 
main fupport of' piety and morals conjifts in the 
parochial labours of the clergj/ •." 






Nor iriH fhis obfeftatiofT tfpf^ar tof be Tefo dipM 
pKcable tp th«r pravhrce of a village piaftor ; if we 
eonfider^ that thcuigb hia flock be lefs ntiinerovis, 
erery fltt^g reUctive to good ordei^, tin weH as 
Cfuriftiaa trorfiup^ will be generally found hi 
ftuations of thi9 kind, to depend folely on tlie" 
clergy fltfMi^ 



Ihie jnnrpof ffltoce of thefe f^ver^I deptfrtmefttar of 
eferkal dut^ are ftated^ in bfder that the eoncera 
of rel}gk>u8 mhid^* may be carried bey And the 
eire^mferibed limits of that eflkiencyi which may 
attend thef iMiniftry of s lew Med: vMa m the 
.Churek We iMy indeed look with pleaffure ott 
fhoie fpMs that feeui uflcoiMaonly fertile; it ftould, 
Jioweve?; ht oenr devout wiAil t^t improvement . 
may be foutid, not merely iir patclbes of the 
country, h^ Hhat the dew of Heaven may water 
the whole kind^; and eijpeciaUy tbpfe parts, oo the 
ftourifliing fta;te 6f whicln the good of the eMire. 
cooMDAumty aMlieriaUy depends^ 

lmu(t further o^erve, Aait it fe in tfie tigoroiis 
appUcatioo of conftituted auiboritiefi^ of power? 

• Arcbbiaigp Sedter'i CUf|rt« 
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interwoven with thd fabric of bur goVernmrati 
that we muft principally look for general amend- 
tnent. And here it may be recoUeded, that hif" 
tory affoi'ds no inftances of any general revivals 
of religion in a nation, in which we do not fee, 
conftituted authorities taking a confiderable part*. 
With the few memorials we have of fuch events, 
does our own glorious reformation from popery 
aceord. That was not the work of private men 
among the laity, nor of a few obfcure prieils ; 
but of men of the firft confideration in the 
Church, joined by feveral of the parochial clergy. 
It was a work, in whfch laymen, high in office, 
of great weight in the commonwealth, and power^ 
fid by family connexion, concurred. Of this 
diftinguiflied character, were its principal pro* 
moters. And to this union of great powers, do 
we, under God, attribute the vail extent, to 
which that work was carried in fo (hort a fpace of 
time. It muft be by a like concurrence of ac- 
credited orders in the commonwealth, that a truly 
Chriftian patriot can reafonably hope to fee that 
wilh fulfilled, which lies fo near his heart : namely, 
that the whole country may return to the good old 
paths of genuine religion. 



* See an interefting record of this kind, in the i^ccoani 
given of the conunencement of Hezekiah's reign, as related 
in the «m, *jx, and ^jrw ch^fthn^ of tht Second Bottk of 
Chronklu* 
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It is DOt HJeant to infer from this confideration, 
tb^tthe weil-dilpofed fliould fit ftill, until fuch a 
general concurrence take place. • On the. contrary^ 
it is much to be wifhed, that (and efpecially fuch 
of them as have the concerns of religion in 
charge) they would endeavour to bring it on^ by 
an exemplary unity among themfekes, in refifting 
the progrefs of evil. But hei^e our unhappy dif- 
ferences of opinion prefent an obftacle. As % 
humble attempt againft this difficulty, I offer the 
fallowing fuggeftions : 

■ 

In the firft place, let there be a determination 
among us, heartily to purfue fuch ends as our 
prefent judgment c^n approve in the endeavours 
of others, though unable to go all lengths witk 
the agents themfelves/ It is in vaia to expe^ 
that all ftiould be of one fentiment on every point 
of theology. Nor will tlie want of fuch an agree- 
ment preclude ufefulnefs, provide^ that altheugh 
we enter into no formal alHapce with thofe t9 
whofe opinions wc cannot afleut, we refolve on 
oppofing, with fuch light as we have, the corrrnion 
and iudifputable evils. If we cannot fubfcribe to 
the opinions fome clergymen bold on the dodrii)c 
of juftification, if we cannot adopt the ftrongcr 
ftatements of human depravity their fermons may 
contain, or approve every exprelSon made ufe of 
ift their preaching; yet the fear of God, the coti- 
fequences of fin, both to nations and to the in- 
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dividual, the neceffity of watcbfulnefs and prayer,' 
are points on which there can be no material differ^ 
ence of opinion, among minds that have any pre* 
teniions' to ferioufnefs: let thefe therefore be 
urged home. ' Let them whofe view of Chrif- 
tianity is confined within the limits of its preeep 
tive excellence, endeavour to give that its whole 
forces Let them bear in mind, the authenticated 
pronenefs of mankind to take fome adulterate 
conception of their duty, rather than the com- 
mand itfelf, for their rule; and to trefpafs on the 
liounds of the divine law. Let them ftrive to keep 
\ip tbofe facred fences, which the fpirit of the 
"world, encroadhing by little and little at a time, 
Would at lenglih entirely remove; were ft liot re*- 
lifted by thofe,* whofe office obliges them to watcl) 
its operation with a jealous eye^ 

With a vigilant attention to thefe objects, let 
there be a willingnefs to take a leiTon from any 
quarter, from which a ufefui hint may be obtained, 
in purfuing the ends of the Chriftian miniftry. 
Some who do not fo clearly difcern, as might be 
wilhed, the importance of certain doftrides, may 
yet be great mafiers in the knowledge of the hu^ 
m9Ji heart; in the art of enforcing obedience, or 
of civilizing a parifli: and thqfe who do wcU 
where thefe men fail, may themfelves fail where 
others do well; though very able in laying the 
foundation, they may be deficient in carrying on 

o3 
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the fuperfirofiure. Thb it will eter be of ufe to 
iiear in mind ; as it tends to prefeiTe us from reft* 
)og the eye on that finite point of our cbvader, 
in which ve may conceive ourfidves to have tbe 
fuperiority. A complacency thia^ common to poen 
on both fides in times of controverfy; and vliich 
fenres to keep them apart from each oth^r» to 
pouriih fadions in the coroqiunityy and to put a 
itop to all that improyement in themielve% which 
would increafe tbp common fyKk of ulefulneilt. 
*^ From eveiy fp& and coipmunity of Cbriftians 
'' take any thing that is good, tha^ advances holj 
** religiou, and the Divide hpnoiir: fof one hath 
*^ a better ^vemmen^ a ieconf) n b^^er confef* 
f* fion, a third l)ath exeel^ot f[dritua| arts for the 
^ condyft of ^uli, a fcrurth b^th fewer error% 
^^ and by what infirument Jbever a holy Itfe is 
*^ adoflfitaged^ tfffi that^ though thou grindeft thy 
*' .>^r# and (tfrms ft thf forgu of tie Ph^ 
'' liftincMV' 

FMrther, let men of oppofite fentimen^ on rer 
ligion \m\ the ^ppe^raqpe of any feriotis ende^* 
yours to do . fopd, 19 ^l\c^ i\ is ey^dei^t (hat nq 
^bjedijpni^ble ^^^ is iC0Qceaiedt» Lpt not tha 

*. Bp. Jeremy Tsylor'e pd Sprmon on ChriAUii Pru« 
]^eDC^ 

• 

t U mw be aeoeiSury, |«rh^» lo sppiife ibm^ mifii^tf^ 
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Calvioift ykir with dUiUia any dfociatfoa tormei 
for a QMntl p^rpofe, becMfe con^fed of mm of 
Anoiman fentioieiits ; nor the AotnCaliriiilft look 
frith coatempt oq fach «n iaCitadoji, beeaufa ila 
jnatnbers have, on pointa with which the iaftitu* 
tioo bsis aothiog to 4a» opioioos which differ from 

induced to ooocur is nnAirtM^g^, yMiA, if aoi fef, ap foot 
ibr tlid poipoife of deHfoying exiftiDg^eftabUiuaeiMU, aay hate 
.« fubtdii^ry ^operatiou toward fucb a^ yfiae. A cjleigyaMO 
may be ypvited 4o aSft, for wSaiiee, up .a fUfiem, uv4up> 
l^ken by mea not particularly attachad tQ i^narciiyt nor 
members of the Church of Eo|^and« But pipje^ionA of li» 
Anility are U> bie checked, by conSderipg what irharaAer 
|be knowa fe»tiAeott of Kt priaripal gondnaoKi ia«ft m^ 
vitably ftaB4j> on the work, with i^paA to two iaQ# loipor^ 
lant poinU, Church GvverimeBt, aad Ctvi) GoaenM«<^ 
If there be any reafoo to doubt that the edito/a are right ou 
thefe articles, we, who are of the Chuach of Ejiglaod, aia 
feriotilly to coofider* wtia^ we are doing by /coi^corring with 
thenu Maay will he guided by their Review, u» the choice 
^d peniGU of worhs, which, dtreA}y or itidiraAly, relate to the 
iwo importaat poi»U in qaeiioa ; mi if any evi) lefiik froai 
this circumdance, they who aid tlie undertakii^ miiA be cou- 
fidered as contributing to the prodM^ion of that evil, l*h« 
editors of fuch a publication as I have in view, will jodeed 
be reftraiaed by their profeQed oeatmlky, firom advaiiiiiig 
any thing atowe4ly hofti)# to the foniimeott of their eonr 
forming coacyiitors. But it fr^aoot be expeAe<), th^t they will 
lake that lively ioteref^ iiy theqf, which keeps the difceming 
faculty awake on the ful^jed; iMket it quickly dated mi 
iufidious operation; and pronypts the discoverer, i)ot only to 
po|a a Ittrkiiig evfl, bgt to arm the public agaiua it, 

O 4 



ilia own* Let nat any ferioufly intended book bm 
thought il^tly of, bocaufe its autiior appears to 
the reader not to be firi3Jy orthodox in every par-r 
.ticular. We iboald view with pleafure any inten- 
tion to do gpod, und hqnpur and cherifliit. And, 
indeed, if it be aftnally the cafe, that fome thio^ 
are not ftated with critical exa6nefs, yet it may 
•bave ^ very e^^cejlent tcqdepcy on the whole: 
yea, for aught we know, it ofiay be better calcu*- 
lated for an incipient reformation^ than the pro- 
duction of one, who is a compleat mailer of the 
controverfies pn which its fubje6ls may tough. Ip 
compofitions of the latter kind, qf writers, it is 
fometimes the cafe, that though we have great 
precifion of ideas, yet no common ground, on 
which they and the bulk of their readers cap 
treat. More is demanded by their authors, tha\i 
pan be expeSed of the age for which they write; 
find hence they fail of carrying any point, except 
that of giving fatisfa^ion to thofe who ftand in no 
need of their labours. It is deiirable indeed, to 
fiqd thatwhjch is writteq fqr the inftfuAion qf 
mankind) free frqip eyery blemill^; finditmuftbe 
pwned, that an erroneous ftatenient is no inconii^ 
derahle blemifli. Yet to require that beginnings 
be perfect, is to demand more than the ufual 
courfe. of things will warrant us to expeft. We 
muft be contented with what God has wrought i 
and, \i\\ maturer efforts appear, give theinks Uk 
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the Author of all Good, that'there- is a ferious 
endeavour made to cpuntepaffc the evils of the 
daytf. 

» 

* It Aiould be obferv«dy wttb thankfuloeis to Ood, tbat m 
fome late puUications on religiom fubje^, there is m mucli 
fnore evangelical ftraio tl|au was founc} in works of this kind that 
appeared 40 or 50 years ago. It is true indeed, that in fome of 
thefe produAions, we occafionally finda paflage that bears hard 
OQ the clergy acculed of Methodifm-. But let them not regard 
that. The tone of divinity is rifing. Who does not admire 
that magnanimity of mip<|> which the Apoftle difcovered 
irhen he wrote thefe words : 5pfR< preach Ckrijt even of envg 
andjtrift; at^d fome alfo of good xciil. The pne preach Chrijl 
•f conieniiony not Jhuxrefy, fuppqfing to add ajlidion to my 
htmdt: but the other of love^ knowing that I amjhtfor the d€» 
fmct of the G^pei. What then? nottoiH/laMdUig every }m^ 
Qhrift ii.preackedi and J therein <|fo rejoice^ yea, and tpill ror 
joice. FkiL i. 15— rl^« I introduce this quo^tion.for no other 
purpofe, but that of exciting the pious clergyman, not to re- 
gard that indifcriminate cenfure that may touch him in 
works tending to promote the ends'at which he is confcious 
of aiming. If the. Oreat PaAor be better known, the 
.Under-fliepherd has reafon to rejoice, apd in this cafe ought 
to think nothing about hii^fclf. His chi^'a^er will be cleared 
in good time. It mud be confefled, that this candid treats 
ment of the ferious effurts of fome modern divines, has not 
been obfcrved by all who might have been expeded to take 
pleafure in their good intentions. They who have eodea<- 
Tpur^d to call tl)^ attention of the public to (ome neglede^ 
points, have been more cenfured for their incidental miftate- 
ments, than commended for the general good tendency of 
their labours. But the hard controvertift never waits for tte 
growth of truth. He treats its prefent immaturities with feverity ; 
1^1 tacks the tender Ihoots; twifts off the very buds that 
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The like candid conftru&ion would mb recom* 
mend in the cafe of thofe perfon^ who leave their 
own pariih phurch, to bear the difcourfes of fome 
popular minifter of another pariih. There can h^ 
no doubt, indeed, that fome portion of this praca* 
tice may be afcribed to fickleneft, inconQd^ration, 
or prejudice, on the part of the hearer; but t|iat 
every inflaoce of this kind muft neceflarily bf^ at^ 
tributed to fuch faulty priQciples, is certainly fifr 
Arming too much. Whether, however, it prO'r 
ceed from good or bad motives, let us treat it witl^ 
as much candour and liberal conftru&ion, as the 
cafe will poflibly bear. Let us encourage the 
hope, that it will be produflive of fome good ; 
and take pleafure in obferviog that though feme 
of our flocks leave their appointed paftor, they 
do not defwt from the Church of England it^ 
felf. 

In the prefent times^ we may be glad to fee 
diat there are minifters who can attra6): multitudes 
to the fervice of the Church of England. For they 
hereby countered two principal caufes of its being 
deferted. The bulk of lba people have long beeq 
living in habits of utter indiflference to ali reli<- 
gion: It matters lit^e \o thetq, therefore, wha( 



the hope of feeing fruit in its feafon ( inft^d of endeavourt 
ing to proteA the rifing plant, froo) thofe who would deftroy 
it root and branch. 
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bMoum of the Church. On the other hand, 
many wha ve zealous in religion, go oyer to the 
feparatifts: this lilce^iie contributes to thin our 
churched. And this caufe would operate to a 
mnch greater extent, were it not that in many 
plaees, the asealous find every thing they look for, 
in fome clergyman of the eftaWiflied Church. 
Interefted by his miqiftry, they love that order <^ 
things, under which ^y repeiye fi> much be^ 
nefit; and by the firength of their attachments 
bear it up again^ bo0i the indifferent and the 
hofiile: againft thofe who would fuffisr ^t to fally 
fmd thofe who wpuld pi|ll it down *• 



• In this opinion, I find a late writer agreeing with me: 
f* Whatever evils the evangelical clergy of the Eftabli(he4 
'** Church ar« produAiva of, under the prAot cimiinftMicet 
** of focietj, we are indebted to them, forprevienting jaaiud^ 
** more general defeOioo from the oational Cburch. Weie 
** it npt for their exertions, it is likely, the number of thob 
** iy<hild be greater who would negled idmoft every b& of 
** devotion, or would refort to fome dilTenting congregation.** 
Jngrmm m ike Cmfis of tke iM$ntf$ <f atetkodifm ^i Dtfcm- 
Hwt. Page 39* 

What grounds fome writers have for accufing certain po* 
pular preachers, of enticing people away from their own pa* 
rifli church, is beft known to themfelves. But I have heard 
this charge brought againft fome, wbofe condiid was (ret^ 
froni every aA of the kind ; and who would have been much 
more gratified by feeing their own parifliioners at church, 
fhan by the attendance of firangers. It fiiould be known* 
^kewife, that the clergy cabled eyangelical partake of that 
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' But there is notbing^r perhaps^ more neceflkry 
to the purpofe we have in view, than a careful 
avoidance of whatever tends to cberifli a fpirit of 
hoftilily, in the profefled members of our Churchy 
toward each otjier. And hero I beg leave to make 
,a remark or two, on the practice of republiflung 
/ome.antiei)t pieces of controverfial divinity. Such 
J8L piroceeding, brings again from the dead, tboie 
difputants who were not able to fettle the differ- 
fit^B of. their own age» and are unfit to fpeak to 
ours* And what does the re-produ6lion of thefe 
^writings achieve,.' but the re*produ£lion of thofe 
heats^ which they at firft fomented ? They who, 
on one fide, have recourfe to this meafure, are 
imitated by people of au oppofite fentim^nt: /or 
^n^ong thp forgotten dead, tbey alfo may find .a 
.wrangler for their caufe* But tliis is only making 
reprifals: a praClice, which, though it very well 
ferve the purpofe of thofe who live by war, is of 
little advantage to the ilate, 

Let us fet our faces againft this proceeding. 
If a party begin republiihing old Arminiafm, let 

Irial, wliiphacQnfcientiouspaftor f(^e)8, in feeipg )iifi mioiilry 
forfaken by fome of bis own flock. Some of their parilb* 
loners leave tbem to go to other Churches, from not liking 
l^o hear fo mucb on the dodlrines their own minifler deems it 
pecelfary to enforce; and fome, (it may furprife the reader 
perhaps), becaufe they do not think bis preaching is (uffiq^ 
ently evangelical. 



S05 

not another go and repubiiih old Calvinifm. The 
reprinted trafl was^ perhaps, the creature of feme 
violent druggie, in which its author was too much 
chafedy to write difpaffionately. And, written 
(as it might be) under the ftimulus of a provoking 
oppofition, muit it come to us, with all its preju-* 
dices " thick upon it;" with all its crudity, all its 
afperity ? The laft-mentioned quality we may be 
almoft certain of finding in it For we cannot 
but recoiled, that eminent as the men of former 
times Were^ for theological literatui*e and feriouf^ 
nels, there ia a melancholy want of Christian 
temper in mmay of their writings, efpecially in 
thofe of the occaiional kind. On this account, it 
will be*beller, perhaps, to let them reft in peace : 
The appearance of tbefe grim ihades among the 
living, feems more calculated to beget |loom, and 
deadly hate, and horror, than to infpire a fpirit of 
charity, or the love of peace *. 

Inftead of having recourfe to a proceeding, fo 
little likely to bring the profefied members of one 
and the iame connnuoion to a£l together, for the 

* it would afgtie as little judgment as modefty, to pafs an 
indifciiminate cenfure, oik the repnbUcalion of antient writ- 
ingji. Some of them art fo valuable, as to be books for enreiy 
age: And much would it be to be regretted, were they fuf- 
fered to fink into oblivion* The reAarks above made, refer 
only to thofe controverfial pieces, which mere partifans are 
fond of republiihmg. . 
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reftoration of religion; it feems more advifeable^ 
to remind tbeoi of that indifputable aathority tor 
which they have dccefs, and to perfaade them to 
IDake good ufe of that We furely have fome 
gfound to hope, that were men to read the Scrips 
tures alone, or moftly with no other aififtanee 
than good lexicons would afford ; to read them 
with a humble mind; to weigh ferioufly their 
contents; to examine Ihemfelves and the worlds 
by their l^ht; arid with earneftneis to beg of God 
to lead them aright ; that orthodoxy, or at )e^ s 
meafure of it fufficient for the porpofes ^of faU 
▼ation, would ifK>ataseoQfly flow into their mind« 

RecoUefting how ineffe^ually e?en great ability 
has often wearied itfdf with difpatation, let us el* 
pecially who have the honoor to be mitiifters of the 
£ftabli(hed Church, fee if now a littk tan be dotie by 
the united force of obedienice and love) that is to 
fay, by being ourfelves what we oaght to be, both to 
tlie ruler and to the people : faithful in difcharging, 
the fpecified duries of that office, which the one 
has entrufled to us; smd known to the otheri by 
eminence in thofe meek and heavenly qualities, 
which, aflbciated with diligence and fidelity in our 
affigned province, would perhaps better fenre the 
caufe of truth, than the ableft defence that a liti- 
gious and irritating mind can frame. Let us try 
what this alone will do. The ex periment^ indeed, 
is rather new; but let it be fairly made. Should 
3 
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it fail of produclflg the defired effed, yet the ut- 
tempt Ihall not go for nothing s we know where it 
will have its due. There will cofne a time^ faid 
the excellent Hooker, when three wards^ tittered 
with charity and meeknefsy Jhall recehe a. Jar 
tnare blejfed reward, than three thou/and volumes, 
written with difdainful Jharpnefe of wit^^ 



* Preface to Ecdet. Polity^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

tHE QUALITIES WHICH THE PRESENT TIMSST 
REQUIRE TO BE UNITED IN THEM, TO WHOS< 
THE VANAUEMENT OF RELIOlOUS CONCERNS 
IS CHIEFLY ENTRUSTED* 

jfV.MONG them i^rho haVe the means of doing 
good, none feem to have more to account for to 
the Great Diftributor of talents, than fuch as are 
iDvefted with thofe powers, that have the reli- 
gious and moral concerns of the community for 
their immediate objefls. With refpe^ to fuch 
more efpecially, as poifefs thefe powers to a conli- 
derable degree, and who lament the prefent decay 
of religion, it may be aiked, ** What is there to 
hinder their leading the way, in endeavouring 
to produce an amelioration." It cannot be 
deemed out of character for fuch perfons to do 
fo. If they, indeed, to whom the oflSice of fome 
minor movement in the machine of fociety is con- 
figned, attempt any thing greater, they become 
ridiculous. In giving themfelves wholly to the 
part they are deftined to perform, they are ho- 
nourable in their degree ; and therein alone Ires 
their eficiency. But while prepofterous aflump- ^ 
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tion is reproved, it ihould not be fotgottett^ tbat 
if only private virtues be found in a public Jitua^ 
ti0ny talents are lofty and the public fufier by the 
wafte. 

Let it be confidered then, by thofe whom God 
has placed in a great fpbere, that fecretly deplo- 
ring the evils of the prefent day, prevents not 
their increafe: fomething mull be done *« 



^ Of the neceflity of this^ we need no other proof, than 
, is afforded, by the increafiDg encroachments made on the 
reil of the fabbath, in the very feat of govermnent. The 
firfl violence offered to the rehgion of our country in thia 
way, was the iutrodudlion of a Sunday-new fpaper: a profii-* 
nation which increafes, by the yearly addition made to the 
number of thefe prints. Moft of our ft agp coaches, which for • 
merly ufed to reil on the Sunday, are now fuffered to proceed, 
as on other days. Nay, what is adding infult to difobedience, 
the guard is frequently heard, at mid*day, and even during the 
time of divine fervice, bl^mng kis kom, as on other days to an- 
nounce the fetting out, or the arrival, of a ftage coach* In 
many of our inn-yards, which lie open to the obfervation of 
every paffenger in the Areet, the pious part of the public are 
offended, by the Ibading and unloading of ilage-waggons on 
a Sunday: the book-keeper, the porters, and helpers, as 
bufy on this day as on any other. In addition to thefe tref- 
paffes on the laws, the fcouts of our printing-offices are now 
fuffered to cry the new^pers on a Sunday morning, though 
the ftatttte forbids every thing of ^the kind, two articles only 
being excepted from the prohibition, which are fpecified in 
it. How far are we to fuffer the fpirit of commerce to pro- 
ceed, ia obliterating thofe diftindive cbaraders of the Chrif- 

P 
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Timid efforts will not lerve the purpofe. The 
piety from which we can hope for any amendment, 
xDufi be of that determined kind, that fets ca- 
lumny at defiance. For we may be affured, that 
any churchman, however high his rank, who (ball 
now dare to " tell Ifracl of its Jin^'' to call the 
nation to repentance, to animadvert on the luke- 
warmoefs of thofe who profefs a regard to reli- 

tian Sabbath, whicb the wife and pious proviQond of our laws 
¥rere inteaded to prelerve? Surely there is in thefe circum- 
fiances evidence enough, that it is high time to fet abotft the 
duty mentioned a few pages back, that of keeping up the 
fences of religion. The fabbatic reft is oue of thofe facred 
fences, 00 which the world has been fufTered to offer violence^ 
and which it will reduce to a Aill narrower compais, if its 
encroachHients be not re&fted. There is nothing by which 
the extiadion of Chriftiaiuty would, perhaps, be more fpee. 
dily and efieAually accompliflied, than by the obliteration of 
the Sabbath. All encroachments, therefore^ on the eiijoined 
reft of this folemn day^ as leading gradually to its entire abo- 
lition, muft be refifted, if we would remua a Chriftian people. 
I am bf^py to be able to add to tliis remark, an obfiervatioa 
refpeAing the Sabbath, from a ctergynun of confrderable 
eminence in the Church: '* / hofce no kefituiiou in ajpcrting 
•• Mofi uufquirocaliy/* feys the prefent Dean of Winchefier, 
•* tkat upon thejaious, fub/ltintial, and ejft^ivt objhvatwn oj 
.*^ thi% fitcred day^ the whole edifice of Religion rr/ls as ite 
** ftTongeft fiUar. 2n the -ficpport of this primary ordinance of 
•* all religion, Patkiarchal, Mosaic, oni/ Christian,, 
* too great a portion of wr xeal, courage, and oQivity, cannot 
*' pofihfy ^ expended. Here a vigorous ftmid i& to he made, 
** t^mnj the enemies of Chrijianity." Dn Rennel's Sermon 
before the Society for Promoting Chriftka Knowledge, 1 7^ 
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gion,, or on the mad epicurifm which our affluent 
Voluptuaries exhibit in this very ferious period, 
will incur the reproach of fome invidious name, 
for which the world is never at a lofs, when it 
means to difcredit the endeavours of Chriitian 
zeal. This muft the man expert, who will come 
courageoufly forth to recall the nation to Chriftian 
pfaflice ! ev€u though there be no drawback from 
the force of his charader, in the theological 
iyftem he may maintain. Let him ftaild free from 
the opprobrium with which Calviniftic principles 
are loaded; let his fentiments be, for inftance, 
thofe of Archbifhop Tillotfon, if he ftrenuoufly 
oppofe them to the principles and manners of the 
age, he may lay his account in the expeflation of 
experiencing fomething ungrateful to the taiie of 
human nature. No doubt but that, with the 
bleflrag of God upon him, and much honour from 
the wife and good, there will be fome bitter in« 
gredients thrown into his cup, which he muft be 
content to drink, along with its more palatable. 
ooDteafSw 

But a courageous piety, is not the only quallfi* 
cation requifite in one, who is to lead the way in 
re&oring the power of religion. His zeal for 
tnidi muft be tempered by a truly philofophical 
o4nd: this will render it great and liberal. With* 
out this endowment, he will perhaps divide thofe 
whom he ihould unite; he will attempt forc^ 
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where nothing is pradicable but perfuafion ; he 
will overdrive, and that, perhaps about thing3 of 
^ut fecondary importance. 

What is here commended, appears to be parti- 
cularly requifite in thofe members of the na- 
tional Church, who concern themfelves with non- 
conformifts. 

It reems to be now too late, to think of ridding 
the Chriftian world of things, fo ftrengthcned by 
the force of habit, as many of our religious divi- 
fions are. A circuraftance this, which not only 
forbids the expedation of eradicating the evil,, 
but in feme meafure qualifies the nature of it* 
1 or we are to difiinguilh between thofe who intro- 
duced, and thofe who may now be in a ftate of fe- 
paration from the eftabliflied Church. The former^ 
may be conlidered as perfons who committeda 2;riev- 
ous otTcnce againft God, by whofe acknowledged 
law they did not fufticiently ftrive to rein their ielf- 
will: — againft the Church, which they diltracted 
and weakened; — and againft pofterity^ on whom 
their practice entailed incurable divilion, and he- 
reditary alienation from that conftitution, which 
atForded fufiicient means of falvation to tlie whole 
community. Of all tliis, however, the bulk of 
their remote fucceflbrs may have no conception; 
and therefore no (hare of the guilt, lor it may 
never have fallen in their way, to have met with 
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any things that ihould render the lying under the 
prejudices of education more culpable in them, 
than it is in the reft of mankind ; the generality 
of whom are chargeable with this error. Certain 
it is, that the greater part of thof(i who are not 
wrong, are right only , by accident ; not by the 
pains they have taken to inform themfelves, 

Thefe coniiderations (hould have an Influence in 
forming our opinion of the defcendants of the 
old nonconformills. Their continuing the diflent 
from the national Church, which their anceftors 
began, may be regarded as the natural confe- 
quence of a common infirmity. It may, indeed, 
be confidered in a ftill more excufeable light. 
Whatever feparation was, in thofe who began it, 
in thofe who continue it, it may be the efied; of a 
virtue, which God has mod highly honoured in 
his word; which all men agree to admire; and the 
very partialities of which, the confiderate eafily 
forgive ; Reverence to Parents. 

This view of the ^ cafe may ferve to render us 
cautious of the ufe we maJte of thofe writers, 
who contended with the broachers of fcparatifm. 
fFe have to deal with perfons not exaftly in the 
fame circumftances with thofe whom t/ieyencoun* 
tered; we alfo live in different times. The evil 
before us is not now in its birth; it is a thing of 
long ftanding: it is rooted in prejudices, from 

? 3 * 



nrhlch no denomination of Chrittans is free; tn^L 
fupported by virtues of acknowledged eminence. 
Who can think of attempting its eptire removal ? 
All that now remains to be done in the cafe, is to 
compound, to qualify, ^> ufe mild alteratives ; in 
a word, to endeavour, by meafures which indi* 
cate no averfenefs to that tolerant fpirit our pre- 
fent laws breathy, to prevent the increafe of ap 
evil, which wc can havfe no hope of exterminating. 

But what a mailer muft he be who ihall fucceed 
in this ? This is a tafk not to be performed by one 
little read in controverfy; by a contracted mind; 
by one whofe earnefinefs fpends itfelf entirely on 
the fubordinate parts of religion. He by whon^ 
we may hope to fee any thing effe^ually done m 
this cafe, muft have a mind that has catight the 
genius of Chriftianity, and is interefted by its un- 
pvalled charafi;er. Otberwife, if of a mild dif« 
pofition, he may give up fomething of prime iai« 
portance in the fydem; or if of a contrary tempera** 
ment, be tenacious of what cannot be wpU main- 
taincd, or if it can, may be of little confequeoce 
whan detached from that, by a conjunction with 
which it pofleiTes all jts value. He muft be gentle 
towards fe6ts, without an atom of prf^diieftiop for 
theiii ; liri>ngly convinced of their evil origin and 
hurtful tendency, and ready to counteraft their 
operation, whenever it can be done by tantly 
("hriftian proceedings^ yet }oving foch as afe pioi% 
3 ' 
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among them^ as liis brethren ; great enough to ac- 
knowledge the innocence of the children, whiltf 
he fees the fin of the fathers; taking pleafure in 
the thought, while endeavouring to prevent or 
cure a fchifm, that fome who are in a (late of fe- 
paration from his Church, are men of unfeigned 
piety; that Chrift delights in them; that their fer- 
vice is accepted of God; and that they are get- 
ting to heaven, by thofc very forms which had 
their origin perhaps in pride, in refraflorineis, or 
in fedition. 

This cafe has been felefted, as being one in 
which a zealous advocate for our Church, might 
be moft likely to fail of exhibiting that ikiliiil treat- 
ment, and forbearing fpiri^ from which we have 
any thing now to expefl. But it is only one 
among many, }ki which a well<*balanced mnid is 
now imperioufly required. The variety of cha- 
racters and eircumftances, with which the earneft- 
ne(s of a perfon devoted to the revival of piety 
muft come into collifion, is fuch as will frequently 
demand the exercife of it. On many occafions 
which call for zeal, there will be an equal call for. 
difcretion; without which, the exertion will prove 
but the throwing an imbelle tclum^ if not fome- 
ihing worfe. To be warm in the main purpofe, 
is indeed a primary virtue ; but it does not con- 
quer all difficulties. This obfervation will be 
found true in all fituations, but efpecially in tli6 
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trhich no denominatipn of Cbritf ans if 
fupported by virtues of acknoirledgf ^' -*^ 
Who can think of attempting its t\ / ^ ^^ 

All that now remains to be done ' ^S 

compound, to qualify, jto ufe r ' ) * ill 

a word, to endeavour, by r ' ^^y 

cate no averfenefs to that ^ ' ^ ^^ 

fent laws breathe, to prr ^^s fer- 

evil, which we can hav^ adertakes; 

. oe not fpoiied 
But what a maft- driving earneftnefs, 

in this? This b r . ' "^^ ^^^ ^^^^^«' ^^"^ ^^ 

little read in r '^^ neither to the mere gen- 

by one whof ' ^" theology, nor to the harOi 

thefubord" . -'\"ritable by difputatious ftudies; 

we ipay '^^^ ^^^ ^f^oi^ candour difcovers more 

this c' .{{li^^' ^^^ ^^ information, or qonc^n for 

gen' ^;^^*'^ ^^^^ ^^o^t earneftaefs has neither 

r^' J^^^ fuavity, that we can look with much exr 

A^\jiOXi\ but to one, in whom the determina- 

,;W ^^ ^^ ^^^^ Pie^y> er« accompanied with the 

luowJedge of a divine, »nd the liberality of a gp- 

. f^\x\M philofopber* 
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PTER VII. 

RIT OF DEVOTION ; AK1> 
:CTS ON TH£ MINISTERS 
.IIS PERIOD. 



. ii.R it is in the power of natural 
^y or acquired talents to efie^ may perhaps 
o as reafonably expected of our countrymen noir, 
as it might at any former period. In each of the 
learned profeffions, there feems to be a meafure 
of ability, fufiicient to maintain the reputation, 
ivhich thefe refpe6table bodies inherited from thdr 
predeceflbrs. Among thefe, the clergy of the 
Church of England appear with no diminilhed 
luftre, in refpeft of literature. There is not^ 
perhaps, a body of men to be found in any pait 
of the civilized world, fuperior to them for found 
learning. Whether they are as eminent for that 
devotional fpirit, which generally accompanied 
the profeflion in former days, is a queitton I 
would rather leave to their own enquiry, than 
attempt to anfwer. I beg leave only to recommend 
an extraordinary attention to this important qua- 
lity in the clerical chara&er ; and to fliew, iiow it 
would probably operate, witli refpe^ to fooM 
particular circumftances of the prcfcnt period. 
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Let me not be fufpeAed of any wifii to difparage 
learning, by obferving, that though fcholarfliip 
alone be fufficient to uphold and aggrandize 
the republic of letters; yet without a fpirit of 
devotion, the intereils of religion muft languilh. 
In timeSy therefore, which loudly call for endea* 
vours to reanimate the decaying condition of Cfarif- 
tianity, it is earneftly to be urged upon clergymen, 
and upon all, who by their ilation or talents may 
be capabLe of aiding them in the caufe of religion, 
to life every meaas of cberifliing in themfelves, a 
devbut turn of mind. 

A ijpkik of devotion brings us near to the foun*; 
tain of all wifdom and goodnefs ; fills us with a deep 
ienfe of the obligations which office, learning and 
opportunity, bind us to difcharge; humbles our 
mioda with an impreffive confcioufnefs of our own 
manifold ofiences ; and with holy intentions againft 
what is evil in others, infufes into our frame a, 
icalm and, tender charity toward mankind : a dif-* 
petition of mind> equally remote from that in* 
difference, which fuffiers the world to go on in fin ; 
and that harihnefs^ with- which bigots attempt 
amendment 

Unlefs a fpirit of devotion prevail among us^ 
^t beft defences of truth may have little effe£L 
They ma^- gratify thofe, whofe fentiments aro 
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already in unlfon \vith thofe of the author ; but 
do no more with Ihofe, on whofe coiidu6i it is delir- 
able they (bould have an influence, than mortify 
them with a fenfe of the difficulty of framing an 
anfwer. Thus, to put a^ controverfy into the 
hands of thofe, to whom God has afligned a poft 
of fervice, would perhaps lead to no iraprovemeot 
in themfelves, or benefit to the community* Not 
fo, could they be perfuaded to make it a rule 
frequently to go into retirement, and there, e»» 
deayouring to lay afide all partiality to themfelve^ 
all the paiTionate heat that may have been exciled 
in them againft others, fit down with humility ta 
the perufal of the Sacred Volume; defirbus of 
yielding their ininds to its diClates, as the beft 
light by which they can judge, either of men or 
things. Here let fuch perfons, if they wifli to be 
approved in Heaven, and bleflings to the world, 
enter clofely into a confideration of what God 
requires, and the ftate ought to receive, of perfons 
in their fituation; ftridly examine themfelves, ^ 
both as to their motives, and dieir aftions ; ear- . 
neltly intreat God, that while they are ufing alt 
human means of rightly judging and ading, he 
would afford them the promifed affiftance of his 
Holy Spirit, and cure them of every difpofition 
that might counteraft that fweet and gentle in- 
^uence, which leads to truth, to* heavenly* mind- 
f dnefs, to ufeful diligence, and inward peace. 
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Among the ^ffe&Sj which this might have OA 
thofe who are entrufted with the care of religion, 
the following, I conceive, might be expedted : 

In the firft place, fuch a conviftion of tlie fu- 
periority of the Chriftian revelation, to every- 
thing elfe that has been offered to the world on 
the fubje6t of religion and morals, as would beget 
a reje&ion of all faint-hearted modes of adminif* 
tering religious inftruSion ; and make the Chriftian 
teacher fpeak, with an evident confidence in the 
certainty, as well as excellence, of what tlie Scrip-* 
tures declare : like that which he felt, who faid : 
The darknejs is pajij and the true light now 
Jhineth*. ' 

<< Tis revelation fatisfies all doubts, 
, Explains all myfleries, except her own, 

4nd fo illuminates the path of life, 
That fools difcover it, and firny no more." 

Inftead of lofing time, and diftra6ling attention, 
by referring much to inferior autliority; the devout 
inftrudor would go direftly to that law of God, of 
the truth of whofe defcribed chara6ter, he has had 
fome experience in his own cafe: referring all 
opinions to that ftandard, which one of its penmen 
has charafterized asperfeQ^fure, rights and pure; 

• 1 John, ii, S, . V 
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ciilightoiing the eyes; making wife the Jimple; 
cofivei'ting the foul ; and rejoicing the heart *. 

At a point here, fuch a perfon, we conceive, 
i¥Ould hold in manly difdain (though not fuper- 
ciiioully expreiTed) that fettled and confident 
calhiering q( the Holy Scriptures, as a kind of 
authority to which no man of fenfe now ever 
thinks of appealing, which we fo frequently meet 
with in the prefent day. To loofe principles and 
conduct, he would oppofe the fearleis enforcement 
of Scripture truth; and inftead of approaching 
infidelity with any figns of deference for its talents, 
endeavour to imprefs the public mind, with a 
fenfe of the impiety that lies at the bottom of all 
its fpecious profeffions. 

Such a perfon we conceive likewiie, would not 
be aihamed of maintaining any one do6lrinef which 
he clearly perceived to be an eiTential part of Chrift* 
ianity. Amid ft the flu&uation of prevalent opi- 
nion, it may have happened^ that fome important 
truth has difappeared from among teachers of high 
reputation, and taken up its abode with thofe ot 
inferior account It may be found in company 
with other do&rines, not of the fame heavenly 
origin. It may be found, perhaps, only in the con* 
ventides of Separatifts. What then ? This would 
not be in his account, a reafon for abandoning 

• Ps. xix. 
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that truth. If he beliCTed tbofe Separatifts to be 

what their enemies reprefent tiiem, be would con- 

fider that truth, as the ark of God among the 

Vhililcines» which the faithful Ifraelite (hould bring 

up, and fet in its proper place. It has been well' 

obferved that, " the fundamental do8rines of the 

Gq/pet are neither the lefs true nor^falutary be- 

caufe they have been rajhly or mifchievoti/ly taught / 

as it has in fa8 plea fed God to reveal them^ and 

as , he clear ly Jorefaza what their efe8s would be, 

he furely meant not his minijiers to be wifer than 

himfelfj nor ever intended to invefi them with a 

difcretionary power oj fupprejffing or producing 

doQrines according to circunijiances *. " 

Again, the imprefiion which divine things made 
on the devout in(tru3;or in fecret, woukl have an 
influence on him when in company. Here' he 
would not be like thofe, who though bound by 
their office to endeavour to impregnate their con** 
ne&ions with the higheft principles of a6lion, and 
placed by Divine Providence in the ranks in which 
they move for that fpecific purpofe, rather neutra- 
lize their own profeffion, than impart any falutary 
tin€hire to the fociety with which they mix« Though 
not apt to force the fubjeffc of religion into con- 

* VifiUtioa Sermon preacbed, Aug. 10» 1799^ btfora the- 
BUhop of Chefter, in tho pfthih church of Blackbume, Laa- 
caihire ; and publUhed at the requeft of his Lordfliip, and 
the reft of the clergy prefent, by the Rev. T. I^ Whitaker,* 
LL. B. 
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verHuioQy whetlier the occalion call for it or not ; 
yet he would aft confiftently with his habitual 
convi^on of its reality and unfpeakable import- 
ance. He would not therefore, be overawed by 
the cold ridicule, with which pious fentiments and 
chanters are treated, in an age difpofed to 
caricature every thing that it is poffible to put in a 
ludicrous point of view« Though he might not con- 
fider himfelf bound to defend every pretenfion to 
fuperior virtue, yet that which is unqueftionably 
true and good, he would hold facred : and would 
fee little difference, between being aihamed of 
God himfelf, and that which is pleaiing in his 
fight. 

Such a one, above being either frightened or 
governed by names, would not be led by the 
overbearing fpirit of the world, to fet an exalted 
piety down for fanaticifm. He would too well 
underftand the character of the accufer, to look 
for any true judgment in this cafe, from fucb a 
quarter. Nor would he fuffer the half religious, 
any more than the entirely fecular, to influence 
bim. If thefe afcribe an extraordinary piety to 
fome wrong caufe, it is no more than what might 
be expelled : it is a height to which they have 
■ever endeavoured to afcend, and of which, on 
that account, they can form no juft conception. 
Yet to one who has in him the feminal principles 
of all virtues, and all degrees of goodnefs, though 
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not yet in the higheft form of the Chriftian fchooly 
it would be eafily conceivable, that the fame prin- 
ciples which operate in him to the degree they do, 
might <:arry another to an extent far beyond bi9 
own progrefs ; — to the devoting all his property to» 
reli^on or charity ; — to a devotednefs in the Chrif- 
tian miniftryy that left him not one earthly indulg-^ 
cncc ; — ^yea, to martyrdom itfelf. When therefore 
he might hear of fuch inftances, he would not be 
prompt to confider them as incredible^ (though 
above the ordinary rate of piety) nor as things 
whofe folidity may not be equal to their luftre. 
He would inveftigate them, with no prejudication 
againil their reality ; much lefs, with a wijh to frnd 
them mere pretenfion. Glad to perceive that they 
bear examination, he would improve by the dif- 
covcry. The fafts authenticated wouM probably 
fuggeft to him^ that his own principles ought to 
advance him to fomc further degree of excellence ; 
they would put him upon fome additional labour 
4tf love ; or a fight of the chara6ter they illuftratCy 
would give him a more humbling impreflion of his 
f^wn, lie would be ready to fay, * How much 
more did tliis man do^ than I even attempt ! Did 
this devoted miflionary labour fo indefatigably, 
endure fo many hardihips, and relinquiih fo many 
earthly pleafurcs in the fervice of our commoa 
Lord» and (hall I not be ftimulated by fuch an 
example in a fellow- fervant, to attempt fomethin|r 
further in rov own fituation }\ 
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Thefe feelings have been fo finely exprefled by 
one of our biihops, now in the lait ftage of his 
courfe, that I cannot deny myfclf the pleafure of 
ornamenting my page with his words. On the 
charafier of a milfionary he thus fpeaks : ** We 
have feen the faithful minifter of the word go 
forth with the zf-al of an apoftle, and the con- 
ftancy of a martyr. We have feen him forfake 
eafe and affluence ; a competency at leaft, and 
the ordinary comforts of focicty ; and with the 
Gofpel in his hand, and the Saviour in bis 
** heart, make his way through burning deferts 
** and the bowling wildernefs : braving the rage of 
climates, and all the inconveniences of long and 
perilous voyages; fubmitting to the drudgery 
*' of learning barbarous languages, and to the 
*^ difguft of complying with barbarous manners^ 
** watching the dark fufpicions, and expofed to 
** the capricous fury of impotent favages; counting 
** their offenlive fociety, adopting their loathfome 
*^ cuitomSy and affimilating his very nature, al- 
** mod, to theirs ; in a word, enduring all things, 
becoming all things, in the patient hope of 
finding a way to their good opinion, and fuc- 
** ceeding, finally, in his unwearied endeavours to 
'^ make the word of life and falvation not ua* 
** acceptable to them. — I confefs, when I ftiflefk 
** on all thefe things, I humble myfelf befqre fuch 
'* heroic virtue ; or rather^ I admire the grace t)f 
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'* ^od in Chrift Jefus, H*hich is able to produce 
** fuch examples of it in our degenerate world *•" 

With fuch a veneration for extraordinary piety, 
fuch a dilpofition to do homage to it, though feen 
im the lowed order of the profeffion, how mud 
fuch a perfon look upon thcfe impudent world- 
lingSy whofe intrufion into the miniftry no church 
<» can hope entirely to prevent, when they come 
forward l» encounter fanaticifm, (or what may be 
fo named) with arguments which expofe their own 
want, not only of piety, but of ihamc ? By fuch 
defenders of our Church has the public been 
abufed ; writers, who profeffing to oppofe en- 
tbuiiafm, have oppugned doctrines, which even 
they who deny the infpiration of the Scriptures 
Aiuil; allow to be taught in them: writers^ who 
have infulted thofe very formularies, to which 

m 

they have folemnly declared their " unfeigned 
** qffcnt and confent i^ and which declaration -they 
are rrtidy to repeat, if an ill-informed judge 
fhould award them ibme higher preferment, as a 
remuneration for what they have written. 

Prom men who are capable of this, the devout 
^quirer after truth muit turn away, not only with 



* Kftiop Hurcf » SArmoB preached before the Society fbr 
the Propogatios of the Qofpol t& ForetgD Purt^ F^b* ^ 
f7il. 
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^ief, biit indignation. He would not view fana« 
ticifm with indifference; he would defire tofeei 
fuch an evil refilled ; but be would never look to 
men of no religion, for its remedy. For what but » 
increaiiilg profiigacy can enfue from all thi; fervice 
they may attempt to render to religion, Who neither 
feel its influencei nor fb much as underfiand its 
nature; To difengage Chriftianity from a cor^ 
ruption, lies only within the abili^ of them, who ^ 
iire acquainted with iti true nature, and are 
devoted to ltd propagation. From the inteiference 
of others^ we have little to expert but indifference 
and ignorance; evils, which tend to divide tbQ 
IV hole community between profligacy, and herefy; 
indifference begetting the bn<i, and ighorance being 
the beft preparative fbr the other. 

That fuch a perfori AA I have in view, wot^ld 
iilways nicely difcriminate between charaders, or, 
in every controverted cafe, clearly difcem which 
of the parties had truth on its fide ; is more than 
^'C could be aflured of. But of this we may 
Without doubt.be perfuaded, that if he erred, it 
1(rould not be through wilfulnefs^ or careleflhefs ; 
and that if he toolc' fo wrong a courfe, as to dif«^ 
countenance that which it would be for the public 
good to befriend^ he would a^<not only from 
eenfcientioufnefs^ but with a mind ready to liftea 
to them, who ihould approach, him with mild and 
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ref|)c6tful endeavours to obviate his mifappreherif 
fions. 

Nor would it be a hopelefbly given iiint, to fay 
to fuch a perfon : ^ Let us endeavour to learn Ibmc- 
thing even from thofe who cenfurc' When rcpre- 
benfion comes from an unauthorized quarter, and 
efpecially if it be overcharged, as well as indecently 
adminiftcred, we naturally condemn it. Yet, con- 
fidering what erring creatures we are, it may be 
better for the Church, that it be foinetimes heard,, 
ji^ven under thefe exceptionable circumftances, than 
that the clergy be juftly accufed of always fpeaking 
to their profeflion, in " that bland and courtly ftile 
y of addrefs, that recommends themfelves, and 
" not their duties : that ftartles at advice (not to 
fpeak of reproof) unlefs conveyed "in the lan- 
guage and tone of compliment: that deals in 
general topics, and points of fuch languid and 
*' lax difcipline, as leave the mod negligent and 
" remifs in the tranquil pofleflion and undifturbed 
'* enjoyment of their own felf approbation, as if 
" they had never broken a vow, or failed in an 
" engagement by which they had bound themfelves 
'^ before God and man : that never comes home 
** to our own bofoms, our own peculiar fituations, 
to the changes and deviations from its original 
fpirit, which time muft produce in every inftitu- 
tion, managed by human agents, or to the 
abufes and diforders, which, without the moft 
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diftant impeachment of. the general chara^erof 
the clergy, niuft be expefted to be found, oc- 
cafionally, among the individual members of fo 
large a body of men, and that require to be 



" noticed and correfted 
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The Church of Rome has here fet us an example. 
The accufations of the Proteftants, and the raillery 
of Erafmus, led her to look into abufes which, 
otherwife probably, would have pafled with little 
notice on- her part Many of thcfe, though ihe 
detefted the light which expofed them, fhe had the 
Mrifdom to remove. This example may be borne 
in mind by thofe, w ho have read a late publication^ 
entitled, " The True Churchmen afcertained.'* 
A work, it muft be acknowledged, of no very 
conciliating character ; but of which, fmce it muft 
be allowed to contain much important truth, we 
fliould endeavour to avail ourfelves, for the good 
of the Church. It has indeed, as one defcribes 
it, the air of '^ an indidment coniifting of feveral 
'' counts ;" but if there be trutli in any of them, 
it will avail nothing to load the framer of tlie 
indiftment with abufe : the adion will lie. If the 
charges therein exhibited, lead the clerical reader 
to look more into his own province, and make him 
careful to fee that the evil in queftion be not found 

^ Bifliop of OQbry's third Charge, 
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therCi the book will do good ; whatever purpofe 
it might be intended to ferye. This is a proceed* 
ing, of certain advantage to the public. And thi3 
furely tpay be expe£i;ed of thofe^ who, aware that 
all 18 not accoqnplilhed in u^ at once, either as to 
Icno^vledge, or piety, are accuftomed to go into 
- retirement, and Jhere employ themfelves jn ftriftly 
enquiring into (heir duty. Certain it is, that we 
need m^ny inftn)£lpr9 ; and th^t even thofe who 
))laipe paore than they commend, may be of fervice 
to us. With all advantages^ it is by a flow procefij^ 
^tbat we correct the faults of our judgment, our 
heart, and our life : and it will be well if, even in 
the lajl act, we tolerably perform our part \ 

? Left nvhat bas been above faid be conftrued into a con* 
firmatioQ of a prevalent opinion, namely, that ** The True 
^* Chtirdnnep afeertained*' is a work approved by all thofe 
clergymen, who are called Evangelical miDiftera; I here beg 
leave to inform ^ reader, thai wliile it ia in general allowed 
by them to be an able performance, and to contain many 
things Vrel) worthy of the attention of tlie age, yet that fomo 
of thefe perfons greatly regret its having appeared. Of thitf 
fentiment is the writer of thefe lines ; and for the foUowinir 
teafona i 

* 

I. Admittipg thf trnth of what is intended to be impreOed 
on the reader by the work in queftion, viz, that a difefteemed 
kninority among the plergy, have the higheft claim to th^ 
chara^er of true churchmen ; yet it is matter of faft, that 
' ttiey foiHsr nothing that deferves the name of perfecution. 
^hey are not interrupted 41) the profecution of their miniftry, 
by aiiy exerc^fe of ffi^te^ 00 the part of ^t great majority 
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in the profeffioH^ who 4iffer from them. Nay further, fuc]> 
of them at are exemplary ia their vocation, aud do not 
provoke oppofition by wildneb or barihnefs, are treated with 
refped aud kindnefs by their fuperiofs in the Church, Surely 
vrith this, they may be contented ; efpecially, on their prin#> 
ciples. For they confider themfelvet as favoured with fupe^ 
rior views of/Chnftianity, and that tlie theology they io» 
culcate, being both as to principles and pra^ipe above the 
prevailing opinions of mankind, is of courfe likely to be 
mifunderdood and difapproved by many,* If therefore, they 
have, ID common with the reft of their profeiGon, the un* 
diflurbed enjoyment of all the priviledges of a Britifli f^bjed, 
we may well aflc them, '' what more would you have V' In 
fuch a world as this, a world inhabited by thoie, who hav0 
ever been ready to filence the tongue that reproves their 
wiceSf or attacks their errors, it may be deemed a fingularly 
favoured condition, to be unfettered in the prdfecution of 
the miniflerial vocation, according to our own views of its 
purpofes and obligations. This, one might expe^ a man of 
true piety on an unpopular fide to contemplate, with meek 
and quiet fatisf4dion. But to pen a work, intended to make 
out, in behalf of thpfe on his fide, a fupehor claim to genuine 
churchmanftiip^ is the \^&, thing, one would conceive, that 
fuch a perfoD would &t himfelf about. 

2. Nor can I confider the author of ** The True Church* 
'* men aicertained/' as ftri^y a^ing a fair part. Tlie ui|. 
informed reader qf his work may fuppofe, that the views of 
the clergy for whom he advocates, perfectly coincide with 
thofe, on which all our ecc)efiailical formularies proceed. 
Nothing to the contniiy is intimated in the work. It is well 
known, however, to tiiofe who are converfant with this clafs 
of men, that iiey likewife have their falvoes : there are parts 
in thefe formularies, on which tbey take the libesty of potting 
their own fcnfe« I'he difference ^en, between the party for 
whofe defence the wofk is written, and many of thofe againil 
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whom tliey are defended, is, after all, only that which fub- 
fids between more and lefs of the fame kind. This being the 
a6tual ilate of the cafe, they who come nearefl to the chara^er 
intended to be admitted into the fervice of the Church , 
would do well to recoiled, whenever they take their more 
difiant brethren in hand, that they themfelves, perhaps, are 
not quite up to that degree in the fcale, which is marked in 
the form of fubfcription by the words, " affent and confent 
** to all and ecery thing, contained in the Book of Common 
" Prayer, &c." 

6. The very undertaking is injudicious. It is faddled with 
that incumbrance, with which the advocating for a party is 
ufually loaded « It produces to public view, as perfons eminently 
entitled to the charader of Church of England minifters, 
many, whofe condud has not been marked by any indications 
of fuperior charadler* I have before me, a long lift of 
clergymen who have didinguiflied themfelves, by a zeal for 
the dodirines contended for by this author, and recolleding 
the hillory of fome of them, I cannot but fay to myfelf, 
" Are thefe the men that are to be fet above the reft of the 
" clergy, as True Churchmen ?" Far am I from infinuating, 
that the lives of the generality of them will not bear exa- 
mination. But I am convinced by fome well-known fa^s, 
that inftead of advocating for a clafs of men, it would be 
beft, to leave every individual ^o ftand on that ground, which 
his own chara^er and condudl ihall give him. In all focieties. 
they who are exeijaplary, muft inevitably be diftmguifhed from 
thofe who are otherwife. ^Vith this diftindUon the perfons 
called Evangelical clergynien (hould be fatisfied. And with- 
oat doubt many of them wifh for no other ; but rather defire 
that this may be annihilated by a univerfal fideli^, than 
that they fliould attrad attention by any thing elfe. They 
pQuft therefore, feel little obliged to him, who without any 
compiiBon from themfelves, has undertaken to embody 
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them, and to give them a promiuence in the public eye 
which they never fought for themfelves. 

Having by tbefe remarks (hewn how little pleafure the 
work in quedion has given to my own mind, I return to 
what in efieA has been faid before : that (ince the work 
has made its appearance, we ihall do well to refolve on 
getting from it, whatever benefit it may be capable of 
yielding. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

OK SOMX OBVIOUf MEANS OF AMELIOBATINO 
THE STATE OF BELIGION. 

JIt is cafy to conceive, in what manner, any exer- 
tions for reanimating the expiring flame of Cbrif- 
tianity, would be made by thofe^ in whofe minds 
the tffeRs ftated in the preceding chapter had 
taken place. There would be good ground to 
expeCi, thi^t their endeavours would be xonduded 
hy a fpirit meek, as well as firm ; decided, but not 
pertinacious ; warm, but not intolerant ; a fpirit 
fearlefs toward the enemies of Chriftianity, and 
cautious of diftreffing its friends : full of manly 
commiferation toward the former, while their 
principles wfsre detefted ; healing and conciliating 
toward the latter, while their faults were noticed. 
We might hope that the one would never be con- 
founded with the other ; but that there would be 
a ftrenupus endeavour to unite all the fervants of 
God, if not in one mode of difcipUne and worihip, 
yet againft the common evils of infidelity and 
impiety: the tvi'o great fources from which, all 
the corruptions flow, that unhinge governritents^ 
defeat the end of religious inftitution% poifon 
doqxeftic intercoufe, and ruin the fouL And 
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ivhat might ve not expef);, from exertions con* 
KJuAed under fo chaltifed an influence? Wiiat 
)[)enefits might, not only a nation, but all Chrif«- 
$endom hope for, were tbofe, who are of great 
coniideration among us, to unite in them, in this 
" day of trouble, of rebake, and of blafphemy*** 

Among thefe perfons, it is natural to direCt our 
firft attention, to our venerable fathers in the 
hierarchy. It cannot be necefiary to particolariza 
^o them, the ftate of fafliionable life. Well muft 
they know what is palfing in that circle, in whicfa^ 
though they keep aloof from its diflipation% they 
fee the very forms of Chriftianity almoft entirely 
laid «afide ! Nor, though farther removed from 
their eye, can they be entirely ignorant of the 
profligacy exifting in the lower ranks ; or unaware^ 
that thoufands are tq be found there, living utterly 
negligent of all the means that can convey to them 
any knowledge of the Divine Will, or any fenfe 
of their obligation to obey the laws, either of God 
or their country ; and of courfe, prepared, through 
the entire want of religious principle, for any 
violence to which their phyfical ftrength is equali 
y^ere their unfubdued paflions once let loofe t ! 

* Ifaiab xyxvii. X 

t Much tfaankfttlncfs do we owe to Divine Providence, for 
A vigilance on the part of government^ that has allayed thofe 
alarsiiog fymptoms of revolt, which once appeared amoug 
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With fuch a ftate of things before the eyes of 
them, to whom Divine Providence has committed 
the chief direftion of religious affairs; how obvious 
muft it be to them, that fome extraordinary proofs 
of their regard to the honour of God, and of 
their commiferation for mankind, (for the fcene 
addr^fles itfelf no lefs to our humanity than it 
does to our zeal) are now required of them. 

And here, let me be permitted for a moment to 
lofe fight of my own obfcurity, and, with all due 
reverence, to fubmit this queflion to them : whe- 
ther a very confiderable degree of intereft toward 
religion would not be excited, by their frequently 
appearing in the pulpit ? There can be no doubt, 
that an imitation of Bilhop Wilfoq's practice, in 
going from church to church in his diocefe on a 

U8. But let not the nation be deceived by the apparent 
iecuritj of our pcefeat condition. The public may be af- 
fured, that though the flame does not breakout, there is a 
quantity of latent fire ftill exiiUng in this country, fufficient 
(were it to explode) to (hake the kingdom to its centre. 
They who have opportunities of afcertaining the fentimcnts 
and difpofitions of the labouring clalTes in our great towns, 
know that they are corrupt and lawlefs in the extreme; and 
that the artifans and maniifaAurers in particular, are very 
generally tainted with Jacobinical principles. I mention this 
as a hint to thofe whom it may concern, that they may remit 
none of that attention, to which we are fo deeply indebted 
for our prefent tranquillity. 
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Sunday as a preacher \ would in the prefent ftate 
of things be of eflential fervice. If therefore any 
time can be fpared by our Right Reverend Fathers 
for this purpofe, from their other official avoca- 
tions^ (which indeed are much more numerous, 
than is generally imagined) let us hope, that this 
extraordinary exertion in the moft important of 
all caufes, and in one of the mod feafonable of 
all periods, will not be deemed an unneceiTarY 
addition to their labours. Their earneftnefs on 
this pofi, would bring religious zeal into repute ; 
now too generally confidered, becaufe feldom feen 
in high place, as the mark of a vifionary, or the 
maik of an impoftor. Nor can it be doubted, 
that in this employment, they would meet with 
marked attention and refpe£l from the public in 
general : the people would attend them in crowds. 
A conflderation which is mentioned, not from an 
idea that the hope of popularity would move 
them ; but as a itimulus to that piety, which is 
invigorated by feeing its labours have an cfTeftf. 

« See tbe life of Dr. Wilfon, Bilhop ^f Sodor and Man, 
prefixed to his works. 

t How much tbe public would be iiuereAed by what is 
here fuggefted, we may learn, from the attention given to 
Lent Le^ures of the Bilhop of Loudon, delivered at St. 
James's Church, in 179S, and the three following ytars. 
The author was prefent at feveral of thefe led^urcs, and 
hopes never to lofe the imprellion which the fcene made on 
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To fome of our fuperiors in tlie Chufch, thii 
meafure indeed ia now imf)ra6ticable. The in^ 
firmides of age preclude the poffibility of their' 
engaging in a fervice, that calls for ftreng^h of 
body» as well as niind4 Yet, though too far worn 
to undertake the labours of the pulpitj they may 
poflefs vigour fufficient to direQ the other powers 
of their fituation, toward the accompliihment of 
% reformation. Counfel to tbofe who need it^ 

U« miod. A fc«iiei which for difplaying the Anthority of 
f«ligioo» ite eomawiidiiig and attr»AWe forc« ou pcrCoM of 
«U ranks aud ages^ was perbapa never exceeded in thia 
tountrjr, e\en in its beft days^ To fee not only the pews of 
fb large a church filled^ and that with perfons of the higheil 
eonditioni but the tery aifles crowded with ttien of note and 
Ibrtmie^ who fubmitt^ to ftand ia the latter, rather than 
farego the pleafure of hearing the excellent preacher^ vene* 
table for his age, and ftiU more for bis learning, his piety, 
and bis benetolent exertions for the general good^ fufBcientlj 
occupied as he mud at all times be by the labours of aii 
exteuflve diocefe ; — to fee the profound atlantion paid to 
troths of everlaaing iftiportance ; knd the TiGble fighs of deep' 
impreflxon made on fo large an auditory *, oti many of whom 
all the blandinmxents of the ivorld were exerting their utmoli 
force ; was a fpeAacle, that filled the mind with the mod 
iiitereftiug ideas^ The occafion i^ill be remembered with 
delight for years to come, alid many, we tmd, will bhsfy 
God for it to nil eternity, 

« A vmft €mp\tjtd at OM of thd ftemtfei, to cotttt (he ihmiti of per-' 
fims 10 the ho«f^ he^n the cflAemmmeHli begia, aueaded ot St Jaoes'tf 
Churoh for the tike poipofSb on oa^ o€ Aofii occoAmis.' Bit fopoit «Mt 
that the aiooont of the eoofregoCioQ wa^ 3609 perfotis ; ttdtAtt of iS»k 
who were coQoeiled aadsr the gallery, ia which he tooh hit tatio«,. 
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and counfel to thofe who deferve it, are within 
the capacity of aged piety, and would be pro- 
dufHve of great and lafting efieft. Thefe, indeed, 
in conjundion with a firm and well tempered dif- 
cipline, conftitute much of the force of a bilhop*s 
power at every period of his life ; and are alone 
luf&cient to render him an inftrument of exteaiive 
good. 

The mind of a fuperior in the church, ronled 
by a fight of the iri^ligion pervading all ranks to 
extraordinary attention, would communicate to 
others a portion of its own increafed concern : 
like the accelerated motion of a mafter wheel in a 
machine, quickening the aflion of all its con^ 
neAions. One cannot doubt its having the beft 
effefto 00 the parochial clergy ; whom, while it 
fiimulated to an eamcft profecution of their duty, 
it would ikelter from thofe who might defpife, or 
refift their, endeavours. It would put thofe to 
ihame, who were defiitute of pioas earneftnefs; 
it would foment any latent fparks of that hallowed 
fire ; it would prevent its exorbitancy, where it 
exifted without judgment, or difcretion. It would 
cheriib a promifing member of the profeffion, of 
modeft chara&er. It would reprefs a forward 
and pragmatical fpirit, in whatever doftrinal fliape 
it came. It would nettber patronize inanity, nor 
fuffer the public to lofe the benefit it might derive 
from talents and virtue. 
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Among the efforts which our declining Hate M 
to religion feems particularly to call for, from 
men of diiiinguifhed ftation in the Church, let me 
be permitted to mention, the fofteringthofe young 
plants in our nurferies of fcience, who are defigned 
for the Church. In this number, there are fomc 
of the moft pious difpoiition as well as (ludious 
habits, and entirely free from all predifpoiition to 
fedarianifm. Thefe^ as fome of the beft hopes 
of our Church, it ihould be our care to guard 
from whatever would check their growth, or com- 
municate an obliquity. Confcious of their im- 
iDaturity» they look for fomething on which they 
may lay hold ; and eafily attach themfclves to that 
which promifes affiftance* But there muft be 
kindred feeling in that, by which they are attrafted. 
Repulfed no lefs by thofe who exhibit nothing but 
the thoughtlefs levity of youth, than by the graver 
charaAer who, though lefs volatile, feems to be 
equally indifferent to every thing but what " this 
** fcene can threaten or indulge ;" they naturally 
turn their eye to thofe, who are remarkable for 
their earneftnefs in religion. But here, perhaps^ 
th«y recognize, with great excellence in one point, 
fome quality, which, by its repugnancy to their 
feelings, fets them wider of the mark ; or if it be 
admired, gives a particular caft to their piety, not 
of the moft unexceptionable kind. 
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Prom both thefe evils, yre might ho jl^e to fee the 
well difpofed ftudeut prefer ved^ by the attention 
of pious authority. This would hold forth to 
youthful ferioufuefs, a power, on which it would 
fecurely rely; and to which it would look with 
confidence for encouragement: affured of not 
being difappointed, provided that devotional fer* 
vour were accompanied with folid acquirements^ 
and ftedfaft charader. Thus while its growth 
would be aided, it would be preferved fr^m any 
rank luxuriance. 

And what^ let us aik, is there to forbid fuch 
efforts as have been fuggefted? There is nothing 
here propofed, that belongs to fome conftitutioa 
differing from that which is now in being; nothing 
but what fully accords with that ftate of things, which 
originated in eminent learning and piety, was di* 
gefted with deliberative wifdom, efiabliihed by le- 
giilative power, made a coniiituent part of the 
realm; and which, befides being now venerable 
by age, carries with it every where that authority, 
which all who hold government in great deference, 
acknowledge in the perfons appointed to adm^ 
nifter it. In the yet unaltered ftate of this adjuit- 
ment, the fuperior ecclefiaftic is provided with 
great facilities for the reiteration of religion. He 
is legally invefted with fufficicnt means for fuch a 
purpofe. And in employing them to this end, in 
Uhc ways that have been fuggefted, and with th^ 
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tempers that huve been comxnended, there i» no^ 
thing to be ohjeded to him. There is nothing to 
alarm tMe (late ; nothing that could be called an 
innovation ; nothing that could juftly be identified 
vith fanaticifm ; nothing but what would recall the 
memory of antient times, and of thofe exalted cha- 
rafters, who were the principal inftruments of the 
piety for which thofe times are celebrated ; men, 
who even in this diftant period, and far declining 
agejas to religion, are thought on with reverence ; 
and whofe fan6lity and earneftnefs re«appearing in 
their prefent fucceflbrs, would in general ^be re* 
fpefled. Even men of the world, endued with 
any fenfe of virtue, would probably confider tbis^ 
as being, though of a ilrong feature, no more 
than was confident with profeffional propriety. 
Yea, perhaps the only thing that gives the church? 
man a chance of honour or efteem with fucb 
perfons, is that very earneftnefs in his vocation, 
which the temporizing ecclefiaftic Ihuns^ in prdejr 
to avoid their reproach *• 

^ I cannot be perfuaded to believe, tbi^t the conduQ which 
^e following extradl defcribes, could make any impreflion 
but that of t)ie ippft refpedful kind, on fenfible and anpre* 
judiced obfenrery living at the time; whatever their fenti- 
ments op the fubjeA of Helicon might be. In the Memoirs 
of Bijhop Burnet^ ivritten by one of his family, we have tbefe 
particulars of his life : ^' Every fumraer he took a tour, for 
^* lix weeks or two months, through fome diflrid of his Bi? 
f* ihoprickf di^ily preacl^ing and confirming from Ch|irc)i fn 
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But let not tliofe, whom God has placed in the 
inferior ftations of the Church, forget, that theft 

^ Church, fo as in the compafs of three years (befides hii 
** trieniiial vifitation) to go through all the principal liviogi 
** in his diocefe. The clergy, near the places he pafled 
through, generally attended on him; therefore^ to avoid 
being burthenfome in thefe circuits, he entertained them 
** all at his own charge. He likewife, for many years, en« 
** tered into conferences with them, upon the chief heads of 
** divinity: one of wliich he ufually opened at their meeting, 
^ in a difcourfe; and then encouraged thofe prefent, to ftart 
** fuch quefiions or difficulties upon it as occurred to them* 
^' To be more ufeful in the work of confirmation, he difpofed 
" his annual progref^ durmg die lail ten years of his life, in 
** the following manner: He went througli five or fix of the 
'* confiderable market towns every year. He fixed himfelf 
** for a whole week in each of them; and though he went 
** out every morning, to preach and confirm in fome parifli, 
** within feven or eight miles of the place; yet, at the even- 
** ing prayer, for fix days together, he catechised the youth 
** of the town, in the principal Church there, expounding 
'* to them fome portion of the Chrch Cateck\fm every day» 
" till he had gone through the whole: and on Sunday he con* 
** firmed thofe who had been thus examined and inilrudedt 
'< and then inviting them all to dine with him, he gave to 
*< each a ufeful prefent of books* As the country flocked in, 
** from all parts, to hear him, he was in hopes this would 
^ encourage the clergy to catechife more, and would raile 
** an emulation in Chriftian knowledge, «mong the inferior 
'* fort of people, who were ignorant to a fcandal/' 

** In the intervals of parliament, when the Biftiop was 
** not upon this progreft, his ufual refidence was at Salifbury* 
^ There he preached the Tkurfdu/s LeAure* founded at Sf« 
'< Thmai9 Church, during the whole time of iii ftay. He 
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facilities are not confined to high place, £acfa of 
us has^ tn his refpe£live fphere, the fame fupport 

" likewife preached and confirmed every Sunday morning, 
^* in fome Church of that city, or in the neighbourhood 
** round about it: and in the evening he had a Ledlure in his 
** own Chapel, to which great crowds reforted, wherein he 
** explained fome portion of Scripture, out of the GofpeU 
'' and Epiftles in the Liturgy, He generally came down 
^' from LondoHf fome days before Lentf on purpofe to pre. 
'^ pare the youth of the two great fchools for confirmation; 
** by catechifing them every week, during that feafon, in tha 
" Cathedral ChuTc]i, and in(lru<!ling them in the fame manner, 
*' as he did thofe in the other towns of his diocefe. And to 
" render tl^is talk of inilrudion more cafy to the reft of his 
** clergy, he at length publifhed an explanation of the Church 
" Catechifm in the year 1710." ' r 

" No part of the epifcopal oflfice was more ftridly at- 
<< tended to by him, than tlie examination of thofe who 
** came to him for orders : — He examined them as to the 
^ proofs of the Chriftian Religion, the Authority of the 

Scriptures, and the Nature of the Gofpel Covenant. If 
'' they were deficient in thofe, he difmified them at once> 
y with proper directions bow to he better prepared for a 
^ fecond trial: but if they were competently knowing in 
** thefe eflential points, he went throu[;Ji the other heads of 
** divinity with lefs ftridnefs. When he was once fatisfied 
^< with their capacity, he next direded his difcourfe to their 
.*' confcieuce* He laid before them the bafeuefs of taking up 
** t facred profeiTion,' merely for the lucre or fubfiftence it 
'< might afford: He gave them a diftindl view of all the 
*^ branches pf the Paj^oral Care, and endeavoured firongly 
f< to difluade them from entering into holy orders, unlefe 
f' they were firmly refolved to perform all the duties of their 
H fun^ion^ more particularly to lead fuch lives as might not 



245 

of law, the fame advantage of afligned province, 
the lame power of efiablifhed means fufficient for 
the attainment of all the ends of the Chriftian 
miniitry. A clergyman invefted with the care of a 
parilhy enters upon his office under fo many ad* 
vantageous circumftances, for rendering his life of 
the utmoft fervice to iiis fellow creatures^ of great 
utility to the ftate, and of unfpeakable fatisfaCtion 
to himfelf; that to him, thofe words of our Sa- 
viour to the Angel of the Church in Philadelphia, 
feems peculiarly applicable: Behold^ I have Jet 
before thee an open door^. From numberlefs 
impediments, which fome other Chriftian Inftruc- 
tors have to remove, he is at once fet free. All 
things are prepared for his immediately entering 
on that work, which, in fome lituations, cannot 
commence till much introductory toil has been 

** contradid the dodrioes they were to teach. A day or two 
** before ordination, be fubmitted all tliofe wLom he had ac« 
<< cepted, to the examination of the dean and prebendaries, 
'* that fo he might have their approbation." Ufe of Ei/hop 
BHmct^ ly TkomoM Burnet^ Efp 

If thb note were not of a fuch a length, I would add to it 
a copy of the Bifliop's Letter to Charles I!., at an exhibition 
of his excellent charader in another point of view. But for 
that extraordinary inftance of paftoral fidelity, of difinterefted 
virtue, and of exemplary decorum, I mull refe( the reader 
to the Memoirs above-mentioned. 
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eadured. Shall it not then be tlie earneft prayer 
c^ us, whom God has placed in more fttvour- 
able circumfiances, that fince we pofiefs fo 
many means of accompliihing the greateft pur- 
pofes a Chriftian mind can form, he would infpire 
us with that zeal which gladly feizes them, and 
Endeavours to direfit them to their deftined ends. 

Nor )et it be forgotten, that, befides that ever* 
lafting reward which awaits them who " labour in 
" the ward and doBrinCy'* the way to prefent ho- 
nour and comfort is open to us. For notwith* 
fianding that the irrehgion of the times may 
thwart pious endeavours, notwithftanding that many 
afperfions have been thrown on our order, we 
may yet be the mod refpe3;ed, yea, the moft 
'beloved'of our fellow fubjefts. Of all profeffions^ 
ours is that which, when a6ted up to, moft endears 
man to man. We have only to hold together in 
" ftriving for the faith of the Gofpel;" to endeavour 
to preferve the fpirit of Chriftianity in ourfelvea, 
and to impart its virtue to the people; to yreack 
Chrift with the fimplicity with which the Scrip* 
tures hold him forth ; to endeavour to root out 
immoralities from our charges; to make our fa- 
milies the patterns of what other families fhould 
be; to condu6l ourfelves on all occafions with 
dignity, good fenfe, and kiddnefs : and, in time^ 
we ihall find our churches well attended; our 
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ofice reverenced; oiir perfods rerpe6ked; out 
houfes looked at, as the feats of order, propriety^ 
and happinefs; and our own minds filled with 
that '* peace of God which paffeth aU un4cr/iand^ 
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CHAPTER IX. 

CRATER FOR THE REVIVAL OF RELIGION RE- 
COMMENDED TO DEVOUT CHRISTIANS OF 
EVERY CONDITION. 

J.N concerning myfelf fo much with the duties of 
my fathers, and brethren in the Church, I have 
been influenced by a hope, that my readers in ge- 
neral would be hereby imprefled, with an idea of 
the vaft powers that refide in an efiablifhed mi- 
nifiry, for promoting the interefts of religion, 
virtue, and happinefs; and that I Ihould excite an 
earned defire to fee them in a highly adive ftate. 
The preceding details were not intended for the 
ufe of the cenforious; who may feize them as 
materials for invidious comparifon. They were 
intended for another kind of men, and for adifferent 
purpofe: it was meant that pious Chriftians Ihould 
remember them in their devout retirements, and 
incorporate them with their prayers for the public 
good. 

The Scriptures teach us to make the general 
difFufion of religion, as well as our own improve- 
■stent in i^ the fubje6t of our devotion. . They 
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vioreover exprefsly require all Chriftian men, 
to commend tbofe who are in authority to 
the bleffing of God, that they may be rendered 
able and zealous to difcharge the duties of their 
office. We find St. Paul, richly endowed for his 
calling, and, confcious as he was of being de- 
voted to its duties, exhorting Chriftians to this 
duty on his own behalf, as well as on that of his 
fellow labourers in the miniftry : BrethreUj writes 
he, in his Second Epillle to the Theflalonians, 
pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have 
free courfe, and be glorified. 

This is an injunflion, which proceeds on the 
aflured willingnefs of the Divine Being, to inter* 
pofe with a gracious exercife of that power, 
which no unfavourable circumftances, no pre-ex- 
ifting barrennefs, no human difficulties, no op- 
pofition however determined, can deprive of its 
intended effeS;. The duty here enjoined there- 
fore, to be obferved at all times, is one, to which 
we may refort with hope, in the loweft ftate of re* 
ligion. 
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SECTION t 

A general Efft^fion of the Spirit of Grace upon us, 

our bejl Hope. 

Revelation does not teach us to reftria our 
idea of the Holy Spirit's agency, to thofe miracu- 
lous endowments wiiich were bellowed on the 
Apoftles of Chrift; but to include therein an ordi- 
nary influence, to be looked for to the end of 
time, for the purpofe of awakening the mind, 
when fallen into aflateof indifference to religion; 
for reftoring truths overwhelmed by the accumula- 
tion of errors; and for reproducing thofe Chriftian 
virtues, which the wealth or luitury of the times 
may have nearly extinguifhed, in a people fiill 
profeffing Chriftianity. 

However little this may be noticed in fome mo- 
dern writings on the fubjed of religion or morals^ 
they who refort to the Holy Scriptures as the^ 
fupreme authority on thefe important fubjefts, 
mull know ** from whom all holy defires, all good 
*< counfeldy and all Juft wwks do proceed*/^ 

* Second CoUefi at Eveniog Prayer, in the laturgyof tbi. 
Church of EngUacL' 
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Love, joy, peace, long-fuffering» gendenefs, good- 
nefs, faith, meeknefs, and temperance, are called 
in tlie Scriptures, fruits of the Spirit^. The 
Apoftle, no doabt, meant thefe articles to ftand 
for the whole catalogue of Chriftian virtues. For 
whatever, therefore, conftitutes the excellency of 
the Chriftian character ; whatever can adorn the 
minifterial office ; whatever can^ give to a Chriftian 
Church, any refemblance of that primeval pat-* 
tern with which the Gofpel Difpenfation com- 
menced; we have to look to the fame Divine 
Agency, that gave the original all its beauty. The 
miraculous powers ^conferred on the Apoftles we 
have, indeed, no warrant to expe£t, noV occafion 
to require; but the grace which rendered them 
devoted to the truth, and made their hearers re- 
ceive, adorn, and rejoice in it, is a bleffing of all 
times; a gift, in every period of the Church ne- 
ceflary to its well being : in every period therefore, 
to be fought by earned prayer to liixn,fram whom 
Cometh every good and perfeB giff\. 

Having here then a caufe, equal to the pro* 
duCtion of any moral effefi:, let pious ChrilKans 
among the laity, as iVell as the clergy, bear it in 
mind, in concerning themfelves with the prefent 

• Gal. V, 22, 23. ' 
t Jam. L 17. 
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fiate of manners. Confidering, how admirably 
an ecclefiafiical eftabliihment is formed, for the 
diflfuiion of Chriftian principles; how many op- 
portunities of applying its falutary force to every 
rank of the people, are in the pofleflion of the 
different orders of our clergy; what glorious 
effeds therefore might be expefled, were this 
mighty imift of power to be animated all through 
with the fpirit of fervent piety; and taught by the 
Scriptures that this is fo far from being a viiionary 
conception, or an unwarranted hope, that it is en- 
joined on Chriftians to pray for it: let them make 
a point of daily performing this duty. Let them, 
with a devout and benevolent heart, think of the 
various orders and degrees of men, the clergy, the 
magiftracy, the fenate, the common people; and 
earneitly beg of God, to pour down the grace of 
his Holy Spirit on them all. Nor let the moft 
richly endowed of thofe, whofe ofBce and whofc 
pleafure it is to labour in the caufe of religion, 
fail to imitate the example of Mofes; by accom-- 
panying their endeavours with prayer for that in- 
terpoiition, on which true piety feems in all ages 
to have placed its chief dependance : Let thy work 
appear unto thy fervanU^ and thy glo7y unto their 
children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God 
be upon us : and ejiablijii thou the work of our hands 
upon us, yea, the work of our hands^ ejiablijh thou 
it*. 

• Pf. xc. l5, 17. 
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« 

nrhere h indeed fomething difeouraglng, in cOn* 

lidering the extraordinary culpablenefs that attaches 

to our irreligion, from the peculiar advantages we 

have fo long poifefled : among M'hich, we muft 

reckon the Proteftant Reformation, and the unre- 

firained freedom of religious communication, to a 

degree no where elfe exceeded, and in very few 

parts of the world equalled. Yet we may counteract 

the defpondipg operation of this reiledion, by re- 

coUcfling, that the hiftory of religion, as it lies 

both in the Scriptures and in the human records of 

the Church, affords many inftances of that divine 

mercy, which God difplays in recovering the caufe 

of piety among a people, when religion has been 

at a very low ebb with them*. 

* It 18 worthy of notice, that there is nothing of this kind 
to be met witb in the Heathen world. \Vc never iiiid anj 
thing like a national revival of virtue there. Wliut tlierc is 
good among Heathens, is principally to be found in very 
early times; when the Aate was poor, manners were fimple, 
and the traditionary remains of patriarchal religion were le& 
corrupted than they were in later ages. As the Heathens 
defcend down the fiream of time, they become more and 
more corrupt. Learning, indeed, being encouraged in their 
more improved ftatc of fociety, fome confiderable writings 
on moral fubjeds were produced; but they appear to have 
had no great effed on general manners. A few fpeculatiftt 
philofopbifed a little, but the mafs plunged deeper and deeper 
in wickednefs. There is no record of any thing that deferves 
the name of a Reformation. Whereas, where the light of 
Divine Revelation (hines, there, though the fame pronenefs 
}n man to deterioration is manifell as elfewherci yet we fee. 
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eluded : no earthly ftate having ever (ince the fall 
of man been free from them, their exiftence will 
be here kept in view. With thefe abatements 
admitted, I would hope, neverthelefs, to give an 
idea of a ftate of things fo defirable, and yet 
within the limits of fober expectation, as to be- 
come a fubjeft of fervent prayer with many. 



SECTION II. 
Idea of a Revival in Religion^ from this Cau/c. 

JHOW it would appear in the Church, is naturally 
our firft point of confideration. In its^ beginning, 
there might not be an entire uniformity of opinion 
among the clergy ; but there would be that feriouf- 
nefs, that earneft defire to be right, generally 
pervading the body, which would (ilently operate 
toward an identity of fentiment on all the broad 
features of the Chriftian fyftem ; and a unity of 
endeavour to enforce them, as truths of great 
eonfequence. 

As a work of the Spirit of God, we cannot 
doubt that, ere long, it would be chara£lerifed by 
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a ftriking agreement among the pilergy ; in at leaft 
one circumftance ; namely, that of «iaking the 
great fubjefl of our redemption by Chrift pro- 
minent in their difcourfes. As it is one of the 
affigned offices of the Holy Ghoft, to ** glorify 
** Chri/i^;'' it cannot be fupppfed, that under 
any fignal difpenfation of the fpirit, Chriftianity 
could be prefented to mankind merely asuan im- 
proved iyftem of ethics. Chriftianity has a cha- 
mGter of its own, which it deriVes from the perfon» 
igrork, and grace of Him, from whom it takes its 
name. And of this, we conceive there would be, 
in the cafe fuppofed, fo ftrong an impreflion given, 
that the ethSk of it would be clearly difcernible in 
the general tenour of religious in&rudion. 

Thb ftate of religion being grounded in a moft 
ferious fenfe of the obligation of praBical piety, 
and firft (hewing itfelf in a lively attention to the 
obvious particulars in which it coniifts, would lofe 
nothing in this refpeCk, by an increafed illumination : 
evangelical fenttments would not become the fub* 
ftitutes of piety, but the life of it Nor would 
the inftruAion fpringing from this enlightened 
pie^y be fuch as would Ihow the preacher to be 
of any theological fchool diftinguiihed by its par* 
tialtty for fome particular dogma; but fuch m 
would indicate its having proceeded from a higher 

* John vfirn 14k 
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« 

iburce, and ppe U^^t has a larger rangf; of ejOfejEt : 
from that fource, lyhich, lik? th? fun lUuminatiQg 
all obje&s, brings iq due time the wholq fyftem ojf 
Scripture into vij^w ; and dije^ ^be ey^^ to every 
neceffary truth. It woi^ld npt be p(i^riie<^ by aj^ 
attentiqn to one or t^o grieat po^ts ; but ^oukl 
beffH^ak ^ regard tQ th^ " xfhofe counfpl of God .•" 
it ivpuld ihow what wa9 to he. be^ve4 9Qd wlf^ 
y^VA tp be dpne. 

Nor qi|q I conceive that in f|jc)i % fta^ of 
tl^iqgi^ ^ere if ould ^ppefu- 117 pub^f; inftrudioQ 
pitiph of tbut higl^; reQ^6.fd f{Hjrit oC Qftl^ofk^if^ 
wl^<:h l»pifev^ir cbqi^ m Vt»cle if n^y b^ in. tt^e 
accoun}L of Ipffl. vt^ drpJTS it ofl^ if fpp ffibtlfs • 
thing- for general ufe. Our teachers woirid not 
Irifle Iqr giving Tenj^ tQ re^qfipiienta, iffh^q they 
iho^l4 be excitiiig t^fiir Jl^rfir^ tp a^iop- 'J'^* 
ipiiQd learning foJT f.h^cji.tlip Eo^iib clergy wpfiM 
$iU be «?inipfint, i^^qfHpp^i^^ ^ith 9 pi^ th«|» 
eifiipates tb« wortj^ of. e^veiy fp^culi^Uoii bj5 »<» 
p»^cat t$!ld$Pf% ^P^14 r«;%^m tbfin frotP 
every thing re^ondit?, wljen ipftr^aing U^e pjD^pl*^ 
The. pJ>yiQu» defigp qf liolj Sc^igtBrp, woijld he 
tbe. exemplar of tbfwr.QWA epdearour^: t|^t yfii^:^!^ 
was clearly and pfalp«ply.t)w.<ii^t«.of rQv^k^tioQ* 
#iat, tiiey wpiUd ejiJleAyoyjr tp mA)E« ev/^igr f#rA>i» 

mderfti^nd ; vkdidl h»ypnd t|w^ thfy TtPHllt ^'V* 

to thofe, who would, wafie life ia curious enquiries 
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and fnifapply indofliy by beftovring it on perptexiog 
difcuffions. 

From thefe feveral caufes, one might expeft 
fuch a found and holy kind of preaching to prevail^ 
and fuch a well informed and pious tafte to Obtain 
among hearersi as would be the degradation of 
iVivolity, of impudence, of Tanity, and whatever 
elfe contrary to fandity, might dare to exhibit 
itfelf to public eyes in a clerical habit It i^ 
equally probable, that the fame caufes would 
coniign to their defenred contempt, all ludicrous 
behaviour in the pulpit; all rhapfodical hanmgoes; 
all canting modes of handling facred fubje£b ; and 
leave to many an ignorant and felf ordained 
preacher, nothing but empty feats to bawl to *. 

The reputed fbtore of fome good men in the 
miniftry would be lowered: they beirig much in* 
debted ttf the general want of popular talents in 
the profeffiody for tiiat he%bt at vrtucb their ad- 



* The period being'nurked by found fenfet modefiy, and 
s fpxrit of iiibordina'tiony it would probably be a ntt thillg 
to lee a laic aflume th^ miaiflerial otfte. Socb ar chamAetiflie 
ef fttptrior tiiatet io xe^toft of faligioDt baas we b the fbllow« 
iiif words: AniitJiM tarn topfi m iUi %, list lie 
fr€piei$ JkM h% opmmti eoery mi€9f kU vj/ipxt wkm Ae iatk 
fropkefied; mtiiker Jkalt tkejf tptar a roMgkgarmeni to deeeivt: 
hut ieJkuD/ay^ I am no fropket, I'amoM knJUndliUm : for 
taught me io ketp tattkfivm mf gomtk. ZedL idiL 4^ 5« 
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mirers rate them. That zeal witliVhich they are 
animated, being more generally diffufed^ fome who 
are greatly their fuperiors both in natural and 
acquired endowm^ts, would probably feel its 
operation. Thefe, confecrating all their talents 
to tlie promotion of vital religion, would hold forth 
to thofe who defire to excel, not greater patterns 
of piety perhaps, but more faultlefs examples for 
their imitation in the executive part of their pro- 
feffion. 

It is not to be fuppofed, that human imperfec* 
tions would never be feen mingling with the effefb 
of s divine influence: for (as the reader ha^ 
already been apprized) it is not a heavenly, but 
an earthly ilate that we are confidering. It ini^ 
be expe&ed therefore, that there would be fome* 
thing occaiionally found among good men, that 
might furnifli infidelity with a fpecious ground of 
objedion. In fome minifters, we might difcovc^r 
a taint of narrownefs^ or pertinacity; in others 
ecoHitricity accompanying earneftnefs ; or a degree 
of enthttfiafm mingling with great ferioufnefs. The 
intellefb of all would not be equally ftiong ; all 
judgments equally correft; nor all difpofitioos 
equally tempered. Hence in the mals of piety 
that woiikl' be exhibited, fome of the faults above 
mentioned might appear, but the inftances would 
be few ; and being few, their influence as well as 
growth woi^ be kept down, by the prefliire of 
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weighty excellence generally prevailing : and the 
whole, taken with all its incidental blemiflies, 
would have a folidity, and an imCrinfic worth, that 
Hone could defpife, though fome diilike. 

« 

Nor is it unreafonable to expeft, that both for 
talents and virtues, it would, like our Reformation 
firom popery, bear a comparifon with any thing 
exifting in the period of its appearance : for it is 
to be recolle6led that, in both thefe refpc£ls, thajt 
great work was up to the age in which it appeared. 
The founders of our Church profited by the lights 
tiiat had been thrown on religious fubje£ls by 
preceding writers, and the grace of the Holy 
Spirit poured into their hearts, taught them to 
Hiake every ufe that could be made of pait ex* 
perience. The treafury from which they drew 
much of their knowledge, has been further en- 
riched, by the difeuflions of fubfequent times; 
and if to all that we may learn from paft expo* 
rience; from writings, which have fiimiflied-us 
with new arguments for ancient truths; from 
authors, who have taught us better to underftand 
the rights of confcience; from records, which 
more clearly expofe the mifchief of profanenefs, 
and the fraudulence of hypocrify ; from living in 
an age, in which good fenfe, liberality of mind, 
generofity and humanity, ihine refplendently amidft 
all its faults : — if to all that may be learned from ' 
thefe foorces of inftruftion, an effufion of God's 
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Holj Spirit were to be added^ we xoight hqpe^ 
that the wifdom aQ4 virtue both of ancient and 
modern times, wpuld be feen in the Churchy 
There would be a general defire among its ^linUV 
terSy that the zeal of our pious forefathers might 
rife again; but that their miftakes, and* tbeir 
I^igotry, might for ever fleep i^ong with the crueltjf 
of perfecutorsy the virulence of unholy difputant^ 
the refraflorinefs of demagogues^ the vagaries o| 
fiinatics, and the fcurrility of unprincipled time? 
fervers. 

But in no point would a general revival of the 
ipirit of Chriftianity be more yifible, perhaps^ thaA 
in the behaviour of clergymen of different fituatjionki 
and endowments toward each other. Betweeii 
thofe whom greater fcholaxfiiip had raifed tfl^ 
iliperior ftations in the Church, and th^ mini^;^^ 
of tbfi BQoft inferior talents^ there would be at 
concord equally honourable to both. The former 
vomld be glad that therie was a clafs of preachors; 
in the Church, who could addrefs the commpiir 
people in their own way, fo as to. make thenit 
tinderftand, and feel^ and love tbhigs . tbat^ »& 
divine. Th^y would pay attcjntjoq to tffemi; w^, 
well as encourage learned ftodents» And on finding, 
that thefe plain qpejd.did not g[enerate ft,fpiirious> 
l^nd of reUgiqni but that which is, g^^oil an^ 
fpund ; that thouglvtheiif.miknner ^a& not €!|eg^n<^. 

>^tthat4t waSiftM fiy^qA^ru^tmf^aqdJeviiipj |)iey 
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Would rejoice in thkit lalbourd : The laitter equally 
rejoicing, that there were perfons qualified fo^ 
Itations to which they were confcious of being 
Qtiiqual; and fervently praying to God, thatt^ofe 
¥^ho ^ere in them, niiigfat Ibere be ufefui inftru* 
ineAts of promoting tbt kingdom of Chrift. 

« 

Adw delightful the contemplation, to confider 
thefe diftandy feated members of the body, thus 
aSing in toticert;* each attending to his own 
affi^ned work, tfdd rejordng in the fidelity of the 
6ther! The Ubourei^s of humbler talents free 
from any m^an jealoufy toward thofe above them, 
ti&i^T in rank or ability ; not fitting up for them- 
Iblves, of availing thenifelves of any difpofition in 
th^ir attached hearers to betome their idol ; know* 
ing theii* place, willing to abide in i^ and, fenfible 
df dielr linfittaefs ft>r any higher appointment, 
thahkfhl that therte was a part of the vineyard in 
Which they could be of fome ufe ; looking up with 
deference to the ^ave and dignified fathers of the 
hieniithy, atid' teaching their flocks by their dif- 
cburfes a^ well ak behaviour to do the (kme : their 
eccldfioftictd fiiperiors on their part fully fendble of 
the wortli and ufefulnefs of fuch men ; Ibving them 
for their primitive virtues, and truly paftoral cba- 
rader; efteeming them, whom half learned judges 
defpife for their plainnefs, as their dear fellow*' 
fervants ; and often thanking God in their private 
that in thofe places for whieh fuch meo. 
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were fo admirablj fittec), tbey hud Ibqb cotidjutora 
in the miniftry I 

As an effeGt proceeding from the operation oC 
thaf Divine PQwer, whofe firil illu^ious defcent 
was by nothing more Ibrikingly atteftedy than by 
the fpirit of charity feen in the Chriftiau Church, 
the ftate of things here imagined would be marked 
by a brotherly affeCtion of heart in our clergy, 
towards the members of other churches. There 
would be a kind of liberality, equally removed 
from that latitudinarianifm which lets in herefy 
upon our own communion^ and that bigQtry which 
unchurches pthef Chriftian focieties of a different 
ponftitutipn. There would probably be a renewal 
of thpfe communications that palTed between the 
f arly fathers of our Church, and Proteftant minify 
ters on the continpnt, in which we difcern, oit 
both fides, the Catholic i|llowance of equal reliiT 
tion to the common heac^ of th^ Chriftian Churchj 
though different opinibn^ were held a^ to the foriq 
of ccclefiaftical government A cor^efpoadence 
would probs^bly be maintainecl witb foreign divinefi^ 
not merely xf'ith ft reference to literature, but to 
the ft^te of religion. From knowing the deplorable 
condition of many ps^rts of Europe, as to religion 
and manners, Uiere would be a benevolent (olicii* 
tude to afcertain, whether any ineans were ufed 
in thofe couptries for recovering the influence of 
Chriftian piety, and with what fuccefi they werf; 
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attended. Nor can there be any doubt^ that were 
our clergy to find there were any appearances of 
an amelioration, — that the Holy Scriptures were 
regaining their authority, the Churches better at- 
tended, and Chriftian faith and piety increafiog ; 
they would not difparage this happy alteration, 
becaufe brought about by the inftrumentality of 
teachers belonging to a church that was not of the 
epifcopalian form, or becaufe the apoltolic fuc- 
ceffion could not be traced in their miniftry *• No. 
Though they might not be difpofed to think lightly of 
either of thefe circumftatices in their own conditioi^ ,-^'^ 
they would oeverthelefs rejoice to fee, that whesliljl^ 
they were wanting God was prefent, carrying en his 
purpofes of mercy. They would behold his works ' 
with admiration, and honour thofe minifters as 
their dear brethren in Chrift, to whofe leal the 
whole Chriftian world might be indebted for its 
future peace and fafe^ : their labours being fuc- 
- ceftfiiUy oppofed to a torrent which threatens to 
fweep away every Church, every ancient form of 
government^ every religious inftitution, yea» Chrtf- 
tianity itfel^ from off the face of the earth. 

« 

If thus they would be affeAed toward foreigners 
of a difierent communion, it is not to be imagined, 
that toward their ftllow*fubjeQs» toward thofe for 



* Thii it the cab Id fevend of the Proteftant Churches oa 
fta coBtiaeal. 
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whom it is* tetoral la Have air affisftionate regan^ 
as being of tbe iame coimtry^ as hiving to bear 
the fame common burdens^ to be expofed to the 
fame c<Hmata endmies^ and as helving the fixnt 
intereft in tiie publici wel&re; there wotild be 
waMiag; the like readinefs to aieknowledge fac& 
of them as Hv6d a Chriftian life, to be ** mtmhen 
'* of the bocfy of Chrift;' though they n^ght dif* 
feat froflB the national church. Nor can l^re be 
Iriirch' doubt, that as the moral inli^offibilil^ of 
vecovtoring many tb* the eftaUiflied church i«ioikId 
b» Obvious,/ lih^pe wioidd be » benevolent joy felt 
in penoeivinii^ that there iv«re minifters among 
theoa of a truly gneat and libeitil mind : fuch a^ 
though they could not with a flttbfied confcience 
.^k the contmonion^ in; whicb they hbd bften 
edubated^. had a' nobler end in view than that df 
nierdy uj^hotdingl the '' Bijbnting int&^,'^ gs 
die phraib i8';*foch as^ though they did not offlciatb 
inthenationaflchiirch, iwereintlentonaccomplifliidg 
^ fame purpofe wiucb her founders had in* viei#| 
tbat of infufing intb'tfae mindv of men^the fpiHt <tf 
ChriftianiQr. Jdftesd^ of lodking dn the perfbns 
and labours of fuch men with a fupercilious eye, 
as if net for armbnietft tobd admitted aabearing 
any' reklioii' to the! kingdom* of Chrii^ be they 
ever fo learned, orthddor, or holy; it would 
rather be confidered, that fince the feparation had 
taken place and was now (without a miracle) im- 
movably fixed, it may hftve pleafed God to feitd 
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to tbem who are nevor likely to g»t out of Am 
circle, siiniAers, capable of afiiag with Ihenn 
eonfcientiottfly on the point of diflen^ but formed 
to fave them and their cbiklren from perifliing^ by 
living in that reparation deftitute of thoTe graeiow 
tempers which are efiential to faWation : fiil^eCb 
thefe, of which they might never hear, or with 
which they might never be fufficiendy MnproflM, 
had they not one of their own body to call thesr 
attentioa to tbem. It no more implies indtfereace 
to the conftitution of our Church, to admit thaft 
God has his miaiitairs among the Difleatera^ thaa 
it argues aa aSefHoo toward popery, tafuppofe 
th^t h^ may have Ua minifteis aoiong the IU>nnm 
CaHhojjfca; whiieb: we hope and truft he hasi Gor^ 
¥upt as* their church is with numerous aboonHih 
tioj[i% and' ftaioed a» heo ^udy atttoe ia with tfaa 
blood o£ tbie fiuote, flie hasi had a FenfAon^. to 
bold forth to, her that vital> Chriftianity/ from* whick 
bev raultitudioous eeremoniea. tend* t^ divert dm' 
attention; <tf her worfbtppdrs ;. and pephapa has 
tall many ol! the. like charaAmv of whom^ for 
want of the fanm UUsrm% ipkodauiv the wiorU 
Imows Qotbi«g» 



'* FaU aisay s-fmi-of poreft rvfk lb«Bc% 
Tho dirk u|i&thom'd caves of Ocmn hsar/' 



Thia en1ai|pilient of mind< might we hopp tt> 
fee, under a great revival^ of the power of Chrif'' 



r 
/ 
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whom it is- tetonl la have air afiisaioDate^ 

as being of the iame country^ as havt| '^ 

the fame eomttxm burdtons^ to be exf f %^ 

finne coimta en^mies^ and as bar ^ J^ ^ ^ 

intereft in Ao publicJ welfare; t| ^.t ^ 




Ambt, that as thr| 
recovteiing many tt>* thf|^^ ^ 
h» dbviouSy/ feh^re ^ 
in penoeiTinii^ Ihat- 
Iteaa of 8 trufy g'/ 
though th^ coiil| ^ ^ f^ 
^k the oontRf/i,V 
€dub8te(^ hai^ / 1 ^ trough 

iiierd)! u^faj^ I ' .ues they would 

IJDA phraib^^/ ^d within. They would 

inthena^/ ^i God*s authority, to be a 

^ £ad|F ^ ^1. thing, than is generally to be 

tbat' ^' ^ men ; and would prefer i^ with all 
Chrf J that unoffending indifference which, 
anr^ appearance of virtue, means nothing that 
a^ , ves the name of pious holy intention. An 
jiightened and candid obferver, aware that true 
piety may. exift in company with uarrownefs and 
excluding bigotry, looks to fee, whether God be 
intentionally honoui^d ; and judges of men ac- 
cordingly. Thofe therefore^ in whom this can be 
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4^ he will confider as the fenrants of God ; 

xafed in prejudices they may be. And 

^ent he will continue, even though he 

t they did not allow this honour to 

od made no other return for his 

'>f them, than to fet him down 

^ either of their charader 






^^ T-iN. -• ^ ^ 




his defirable date of 
"^g the other orders 



hofe office is 
.uiidion, in having 
oianners. The magi/irate 
.pture, the " roinifter of God*." 
.J to whom this fundion is entrufted, 
.ui is particularly applicable to thofe dignified 
perfons, to whom the chief authority in this king- 
dom has efpecially comqiitted the executive part 
of the office ; not only on account of their having 
the adminiftration of public juftice in their hands, 
bat likewifeon account of the great and frequent 
opportunities they have of aiding in their pro- 
feffional charader, the purpofes for which the 
Chriftian priefthood was ordained. There are 
Of cafions occurring in the exercife of judicial 



* R«m. xiii. 4. 



1 
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tianity. Yea perhaps, fomething beyond that 
degree of it we have been ftating, would be found. 
It is not to imagine a greater effeft than the fup- 
pofed caufe might be reafonably expe&ed to pro- 
dtice^ to conceive, that there would be difcern- 
ment enough to diftinguilh a ruling principle from 
the effe& of accidental circumftances ; and a dif- 
pofition to be pleafed with that f harafler in which 
the former is excellent, though it be disfigured by 
the latter. Men on whom the fpirit of wifdom 
and charity was largely poured, would mark, with 
due regard, that Jtar of God which may' exift in 
him, who from want of education, from liv ing too 
much in foUtude, from fomethhig morbid in the 
conftrud;ion of his mind, may entertain the moft 
illiberal opinions, and fpeak a language that ill 
accords with the clemency of the GofpeL Through 
this thick rind of ungracious qualities they would 
difcern the cdnfcientious mind within. They would 
hold a true reverence of God's authority, to be a 
far more excellent thing, than is generally to be 
found among men ; and would prefer i^ with all 
its alloy, to that unoffending indifference which, 
with an appearance of virtue, means nothii^ that 
deferves the name of pious holy intention. An 
enlightened and candid obferver, aware that true 
piety may. exift in company with uarrownefs and 
excluding bigotry, looks to fee, whether God be 
intentionally honoui^d ; and jud|^ of men ac- 
cordingly. Thofe therefore^ in whom this can be 
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difcernedy he will confider as the fenrants of God ; 
however iocafed in prejudices they may be. And 
in this judgment he will continue, even though he 
ihoald find, that they did not allow this honour to 
belong to him ; and made no other return for his 
favourable opinion of them, than to fet him down 
as no competent judge, either of their charaAer 
or his own. 



But let us confider how this defirable date of 
things might difcover itfel^ among the other orders 
of the community. 

And firfl;, let ns think of thofe whofe office is 
fo nearly allied to the clerical funAion, in having 
an immediate relation to manners. The magiftratt 
is called in the Scripture, the '^ minifter of God*.'* 
Among thofe to whom this fundion is entrufted, 
the term is particularly applicable to thofe dignified 
perfons, to whom the chief authority in this king- 
dom has efpecially comqiitted the executive part 
of the office ; not only on account of their having 
the adminiftration of public juftice in their hands, 
but likewifeon account of the great and frequent 
opportunities they have of aiding in their pro- 
feffional charader, the purpofes for which the 
Chriftian priefthood was ordained. There are 
opcafions occurring in the exercife of judicial 

* Ram. xtii. 4. 
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fiuthority» e^cially wiien a crimiiial eaafe is be« 
fore a Judge, that an Apoftle nrigbt aovet, for the 
fovourable opfortunity they afford of imprefling 
the oiiadfi of wen ivilh the great fiibjeA of re^ 
^OD. Thefe wauld never be perfun6tor11y uled, 
were that unimpeacbabie integrity, that unfullied 
piirtty, that patient bomanity, which adorn the 
Britifh bench, always accompanied with a com^ 
manding fenle of the fuperiority of Chriftianity, 
as being of all moral inftitutions that which is 
higheft ia the account of Hiir, ivfao ilB the fountain 
of all authority ; — as being the grand adjuftinent 
of his wifdom and goodnefs, for preventing the 
Grimes and miferiea of the world ;--^as tiliat? y^hicb 
is to be confidered as bis own fyftem of gov^rii^ 
ment : embracing not only the prefent; but evdr* 
lafitng condition of man, and fufficieiit (6p rendei^* 
iag every individual virtuous in this life, and 
happy for ever* 

Vfider a divine influence generalty opertftiM^ 
ynd exciting a fpirit of devotion which no ftudies 
liowevenr abforbing, no occupations however Is^ 
boripua could damp ; this fenfe of the paramount 
MMjbority of Chriftianity would be ftrongfy marked 
ttf o»r affizes. No prefibre of bufinefs would be 
fuffored to encroach on any duty of religion. That 
9& of public worfliip, with whkh it was wifely 
a9d pioufly ordained that the folemnity fliould 
begin, would be treated as of primary importance. 
3 
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The Ettendanoe of the gown, of the gmed and 
petit juriea^ of the witoeffe% would be encourage 
by ad?i«ei es well a» example. Nor would the 
preackier of tibe affiae femou receive any com- 
pMment for being brief, on fo gpeat and ferious an 
occafioD. 

A mind devoutly alive to Chriftianity, would 
lead a Judge fo to frame hia addrefs to the grand 
jury, as to have, among other things^ a firong 
reference to any local cufioms or habits, that 
counteraft the purpofes of our religious iiiftitu* 
tions, and defeat the labours of the clergy. He 
would endeavour to add the weight of his own 
dignity ^nd high reputation, to the endeavours of 
parochial minifters ; and, if he found that any of 
them were oppofed in their pious labours by dif- 
folute opulence^ would honour them with marked 
attention. 

Careful to preferve the force of every thiqg 
intended to remind mep of the prefence of the 
Supreme Bein^ and of the awful regard due to 
Ui|% in any tranfiiStion in which he was appealed 
to, the Judge would not fuffer the adminiftering of 
eatha to be carried on amidft noife and diftraftioo, 
for die fake of faving time. He would likewif^ be 
vigjlant to feize apy firikimg inftance of the con* 
fequences of A vice tl^t nughl oeme to light in tfce 
courfe of an inveftigation, and by a judicious but 
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authority, especially when a criminal ^ 

fore a Judge, that an Apoftle migbt jf ^ 

fovourable opfovtunity they affoe^|. f ^ 

the oitodB of »ea i»i& the gre/ 1^^ ^ 

^OD. Thefe wduld never b« / 1 | ^ 

were that unimpeacbabie int^ P^ ^ » 

piirity, that patieot bam^ / 1 a « ^ 

Britifh bench, always a' |, 

manding fenie of the;' 

as being of all mo / 

bigheftialhea<rcor,^^ 

of all authority ; ; ^ 

of his wifdoip -^y ' .viuns of 

Grimes and r: ' ^c teel a defire ta 

is to be c extraordinary occanon ? 

ment : e ^avour to improve it for the benefit 

lafttng .atorS) while addrefling himfelf to the 

ing ^y criminal? Here he would not fail of 

hav^jing their attention to thofe circumftances 

/lich the trial brought out, in proof of the dan* 

^r of being led by our pai&ons, of keeping wicked 

company, or of profaning the Lord's day *• 

* Nothing U more ufually beard at a trials than tbat the 
Oilpnt began his career of iofamy, by going with a ooiii{MoiDn 
to fome place of dangerous refart on a Sunday, infiead of 
attending religious worlbip. From the train of iniquitous 
practice thence generally following, the judge has an oppor. 
tonity of warning the auditors againft Sabbath breaking, in 
m w4y aever Ukely to be forgotten. 
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1 thefe endeavours, he would fliew, with 

reme deference he regards the Bible* 

likewife appear, when addreifing the 

\eparation for death. His language 

N^eft, would rife above the vague 

No are not well grounded in the 

\ He would fpeak like one 

\the law" of God, as well 

d has thereby feen, how 

"^^ry one ; and on what 

\uft be placed. 



.. judicatories would forward the 
^^ of our religious afiemblies ; ** bringing 
home to the bufinefs and bofoms of men,'* 
truths which they bear elfewhere ; and thus teach- 
ing them, to confider the inftruflions of their faithful 
paltorS) not as the language of a particular pro- 
feffion ; but as the united voice of all, who have 
any extraordinary claims to attention: as the 
counfels of wifdom, wherefoever, or by whom* 
foever Ihe fpeaks. 

The like marked regard to Chriftianity (hould 
we fee in the makers of our laws, as in thofe who 
adminiitered them. In difcharging the high truft 
of legiflation, it would not be forgotten, tl)at the 
caufe of religion is the greatcft of all the various 
concerns, to which the mind of a fenator ihould 
be applied. When therefore any queiUon relating 

T 
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to that infinitely important fubjefl; came before 
parliament, there would be pains takes to unden- 
ftand it thoroaghly. It wouid not be pafied with 
that levity of mind, which feems to value itfelf on 
its unacquaintednefs with fuch grave affairs; nor 
bandied with that confidence, which peremptorily 
decides on what has never been ferioully (hidied. 
Cfariftianity would be reverenced in the fenate: 
and the people would perceive in their legiflators^ 
a manner of treating its facred. concerns, which 
tended to imprefs their own minds^ with a fenfe of 
its important nature. 

Nor would Proteitant zeal be extin6l, or appear 
to have parted with any thing, but intemperance 
of language. Popery would be no better thought 
of now, than it was before; though men may 
have learned to treat its adherents with more of 
" the meeknefs of wifdonu*^ What might be fafely 
yielded to the members of the Church of Rome, 
would be granted with as much pleafure as it could 
be received. But whether every thing aiked, 
might be fafely conceded, would be deemed a 
queftion of too great difficulty, to be haitily deter- 
mined. And till it were evidently fafe to go thus 
far, we (hould fee that wife tendemefs, which re* 
Mesfmnething, left there ihould be nothing to be 
enjoyed ; which denies wh^t Jbme may aft. for 
thcmfelves, that all may have a fhare of that^ 
which is as dear to one as it is to another. Tb« 
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neceffity of reftraining thofe, who would make 00 
ill ufe of liberty, would be lameoted. But k 
would appear to be a lefs evil, thau that of grantr 
log a full toleration to intolerance itfelf ; this being 
to afford nourilhinent to that, which when it getp 
ilrength will deftroy the nurfe that fed it; un 
Jerpent qui 'piqueroit k ftin qui Vauroit rl- 
chaujffi *. 

The deliberations on fuch a fubje£l would be*" 
ipeak knowledge and ferioufneis^ as well as can« 
dour. The liberal raind that would be difcovered 
toward thofe who were not of the national Church, 
would not appear to fpring from ignorance of the 
grounds of difference between them and us ; nor 
from indifference to the prefervation of that ex* 
cellent eftabliihment, that has been for ages the 
great prefer vative of the realm, againft the moft 
foul corruptions, and the moft dangerous agency* 
Inftead of weakening any of its external fecuri 
ties, there would be an endeavour to increafe its 
internal vigour. Nothing would be done that had 
any tendency to diyide the force of paftoral in- 
fluence, between its minifters, and thofe belong- 
ing to a hoftile conftitution ; but feeing it fo well 
employed, and fo produ^ive both of order and 
happinefs, as (a revival in the Church being ad- 
mitted) it would be proved to be, there would be 

« Utlvetius. DtrHoame. 
T 8 
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an endeavour rather to increafe it in the hands in 
which it was already placed ; and to fecure to fuch 
Tifeful inftruments the encouragement of an ade- 
quate maintenance, from their office alone; that 
they might be under no neceffity of giving them- 
felves to other concerns, and thereby render their 
lives Icfs productive of benefit to mankind in 
their greateft interefts, than they might otherwifc 
be *. 

* It is well known, that perfons of flationary income are 
particularly afiedled, by the prefent increafed expeuces of 
living. On many of the clergy, however, the preflure comes 
with extraordinary weight. The day is paifed, in which a 
man moderately beneficed, could by the produce of his pre- 
ferment live in eafe and comfort, bring up his family liberally, 
exercife hofpitality, and be able to procure an afliilant, when 
jn ill health or incapacitated by old age* There are but few, 
except pluralifts, who are now able to live by the pncfthood 
alone. Unlefs men of fortune, clergymen are reduced to 
the nee cflTity of taking pupils. Thus they are in danger either 
of flighting pafioral duties, or of ruining their health by (he 
confcientious difcharge of two vocations, either of which is 
mIomc fuflicieut to occupy the whole man, and to leave him. 
littlo more leifure, than it may be abfolutely neceflary for 
the avoidance of difeafc, to give to air and exercife. This 
(]f ferves confideration, not only on the ground of humanity, 
but good policy. As a means of fubfiftence, the clerical 
profeflion is now perhaps one of the word fpeculations that 
can be thought of. Many who would otherwife go into the 
Churth perceiving this, are thereby led to make choice of 
other profeflions. This, continuing to be the cafe, mud thin 
the Church of minifters, aud deprive the fervice of its ibare 
of talents. 
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In all deliberations, whether relating to the ag- 
grandifement of the (late, the increafe of the re- 
venue, the means of defence, or a tranfaflion 
with other fovereignties, the morality of the quef- 
tion would be conlidered, tliough not the only 
circumftance deferring regard, yet that which ought 
to predominate over all the reft. And, holding 
Chriftianity to be tranfcendantly the rule of life, 
the pious fenator would not determine the mora- 
lity of the queftion, by any rules of his own de« 
viiing; but by that high ftandard, given to him 
from heaven for the regulation of hisi conduf);, in 
every tranfaflion, public or private. Intent on 
the fupport of Religion in his place, it would give 
him the deepeft concern to fee any meafure 
adopted, out of which might grow a habit adverfe 
to the purpofe of Chriftianity, or of which any 
fuch habit already exifting might take advantage^ 
to the further deterioration of manners. What- 
ever benefit fuch a meafure might promife, he 
would hope lefs from its adoption, Aan he would 
fear from the detriment that religion would rec^eive 
from it ; the importance of which, even to the 
temporal welfare of a ftate, would be fuch in his 
account, as to make it evident to him that, as ati 
excellent writer obferves, " it Jhould be a chief 
concern of government to do nothing to its preju- 
dice */• 

* Bates's Cbriftian Politics, pag« US. '^ 

T 3 
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Net lefs attentive than others to the welfare of 
his country, and eqqal to any, in a regard to every 
thing that deferves the name of an improvemeDt* 
or would enlarge the comforts of his fellow fub* 
je^Sy efpecially of thofe who muft truft to him 
for the management of their intereiLs ; he would 
give his time and labours to all fuch queftions. But 
in thefe, and in every thing elfe, it would never 
be forgotten, that ^' Righteoufmfs esalttth a fUh 
'' tion *;" and that the {isLvour of Pivine Providence 
is Its greateft fecurity |. 

The fame reg^d to Chriftiani^ that would he 
exhibited by feoators^ in their legiilative capacity^ 

■ 

♦ Proverbs adv. 34. 

t It was a moft painful thing to many (erious minds, warrolj 

affeded to onr prefent conititution in Church and State, to 

fee at one period fueh meafures taken for the fafety oi the 

reakn, as tended, \>y their remote confeqoences, to endanger 

|ts Aalnlity. Of this complexion, was the appropriation of 

Synday to military exercifes. Sound policy^ to fay noihii^g 

of piety, di^lates the neceflity of guarding againit any pro. 

ceedingSy .that may interfere with ap attendance on religious 

trorlhip. Even a fceptic in Chriflianity, could give a ufeful 

kinl on ^^4ul:je6: '* The exercife of public worlkip," fiiytt 

Gibbon, *^ iippears to be the only foli4 foundation of tke re- 

*' ligious fentiments of the peopU, which derive tbeir force 

*' from imitatioif and habit* The interruption of that public 

" exercife may confummate, in the period of a few, years, 

*' the important work of a national revolution.'* GibbqiC^ 

Rmnan H^Mry^ chap. 28. 
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voald be feen in them, and ia all others of like 
condition, in the ^^xercife of that power, with 
which tliey are inveited in confideration of their 
rank or property. Their time and taleots would 
be given to thofe affairs, which their education^ 
leifurc, and independence, efpecially qualify them 
to manage. The means of pleafor^ they poifeft 
would not make them neglefi or flight thofe judi- 
cial! duties, which belong to their condition. Nor 
would they (top here. That power with which 
Divine Providence had entrufted tbem, they would 
make a point of ufing in fubferviency to the pro- 
motion of reh'gion: freely parting with their 
wealth in the fupport of inftitutions ordained for 
the purpofes of inftruCtion ; fetting an example of 
conftant and devout attendance on public wor- 
fbip; reverently obferving the Sabbath, through 
the whole of the day ; teaching all to refpe6l the 
vigilant paftor of their pariih; and backing him 
with their authority and countenaoce, in all his 
endeavours to accomplifh the ends of his appoint* 
ment. 

Let us now enquire, how the ftate of things we 
are imagining, would appear among thofe, whofe 
condition in life has nothing to diftinguifh them 
from the reft of their fellow fubjefts. ^ 

Among a people taught by inftruflors, who be* 
ftowed their attention on the obvious features of 

t4 



Chriftianityi and wbofe difcourfes had a cbara6b 
of fimple conception, and iovariably pra6);ica.l 
drift, we ihould find religioufnefs exprefling itielf^ 
not fo much in (hews of extraordinary acutenefsy 
as in a meek but firm reliance on the few promi- 
nent truths revealed in the Scriptures, for hope 
and comfort; in an evident confcioufnefs of the 
limited extent of their knowledge; in fubdued 
tempers, and confcientious obfervance of the 
duties of their ftation. In them, religion would 
not appear to be merely a fpeculation of the 
mind, but an operative principle; producing a 
degree of goodnefs, not generally fouud among 
mankind 

Having their eye often directed by him who 
fills the pulpit to that Being who is the -' light of 
^* the world \* they would have a competent 
knowledge of the Redeemer's chara£ter, and keep 
him habitually in view as their only hope. But 
they would not place all religion in that circum- 
fiance. Neither would thole temporary emotions, 
which a pathetic difcourle might occafion, be the 
only efFefl they would look for. Their minds, 
probably, would not be principally directed to 
fpeculative fubjefts; if on any part of leligion 
their thoughts were particularly apt to dwell, it 
would be, I conceive, on their own praftice: 

f ^ohn viii. 5, 
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>Iow to honour God, how to adorn the dodiine 
©f their Saviour, how to get the better of what is 
wrong in themfelves, how to come nearer to the 
pattern of hoiinefs fet before them in the Scrip* 
tures, would be their principal concern. 

Occupied wHh fuch fubje3:s, and knowing to 
iiduei Avhom they muft look for the fan6lification of their 

' de hearts, they would purfue the improvement of their 

■oiill character with ferioufnefs, with hope, and with 

ik fuccefs. Of this, their lives would be a proo£ 

a They would exhibit Chriftian piety in its true 

]or; proportions: not fpeaking a highly fpiritual laa- 

guage, and (hewing a fordid mind; not faftidious 
in doctrines, andlaxin praflice; not affeding ex- 
t,)., traordinary zeal for the falvation of others, and 

negle£ting " to work out their awn*;'' not indulg- 
ing in aSeftionate phrafes, and living without 
bowels of compaffion to the poor; not ever deal- 
ing in penitential terms, and correfting no wrong 
habit; not fpeaking in the humbleft tone, and 
yet incapable of receiving the gentlefl reproof f« 

• PhU, ii. 12. 

* Of theie incongruities, there is none that can more ex. - 
cite the difguft of an upright mind, than that which fiands 
firft on the lift. Nor is there any, perhaps, which a perfon, 
who has it in his power to ferve men in trade, will be more 
likely to meet with, if it be known that he is a friend to re« 
ligious (haraAen. Such a perfoa will find himfelf ap« 
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The religion of the people would be of a fteady, 
as well as uniform charaAer. It would not be in* 
debted to incidental circumftances for its fupport, 
nor depend on extraordinary occaiion& Pious 

proacbed by one of a fecular calling, not as a tnidefman, a 
mecbamc, or fuch like, but poffibly as an advocate for the 
purity of the faith in degenerate times ; thus feeming to have 
BO thought about his own affairs, but t6 be entirely occupied 
wHb concerns of general intereft, and of everlafting import- 
ance: after all it will come out, that ike man's bufmefs 

with us was only to get an order; to perfuade us to pur« 

chafe an article of his own manufacture; to fell a book ; 

to make our cloaths, or our flioes; to ferve us with 

meat, or with coals ; to take care of our garden by the 

year ; or to let us a horfe. The covers of our monthly 

rel^ous publications, contain fome good fpecimens of this 
mixture of heaven and earth. There the reader will fioA 
the hungry begging their bread, and the noerceDary en« 
deavouring to turn a penny, in terms of high pretenfion 
to religion: ** f Fonts a place in a rcligioM family, a young 

** xcomaHf who can get up finall lintn^*' SfC, ** Lodgings 

*' /« htf wiihitt ten min^KHs walk of a Ckapel, where the Oo^i 
•* M prwcAcrf.'' — ** A boarding fcko^l^ m which none Imijk^ 
'* rinus tnq^ers will be fufered to attend the yow^ ladtes^ will 

** be opened after the eafuing vacation^ at^'* ^c, ** For the 

** accommodation offerious Chrijlians in the habit of reforting 

** to tcatering placet^ A B informs the religious puh^ 

** /tc, that a Hoy^ called the , will fail every Monday^ 

*« iurimg thefmnmerfeqfon^ from" SfC, 

I would not be fo fevere, as to charge every iadividoal 
with hypocrify, who has recourfe to this method of purfuing 
bis worldly intereft. But that, in general, the objefl of the 
advertifersy is, to make a gain of religion^ I have not the lea& 
doubt. 
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bearers, edified by the pailor to whom their fifaia^ 
tion naturally configned tbeai» would find tbetr 
home where that paftor taught^ and would love 
their home. Their religioufnefs would not eoKKfi& 
in roving from Church to Church, in queit of every 
novelty which idlenefs might report to curiofity, 
but in fieadily abiding there where they have been 
already benefited ; in liftening to that voice whidi 
has (hewn them much of the way of life, and is 
prepared to dired them to the end of it : yet with* 
out fo idolizing him who has been their guide, as 
to be incapable of hearing another, of younger 
(landing, or inferior gifts, who might occafionally 
occupy his place. 

Nor, though difcourfes which bring the Re- 
deemer and his work before their mind% which 
encourage their hopes, or warn them of their 
dangers, or point out their duties, or excite their 
eameftnefs, mult ever be acceptable to them; 
would they live fo entirely upon Sermons, as to 
be iodiflferent to the other fervices of the houfe of 
God. There would probably be a return to that 
Iftate of pious order, in which our forefathers lived, 
obfervant of holy feafons, and devoudy joining 
ID all the offices of the Church. The minifters 
would teach their flocks to reverence thefe ap«» 
pointments; and many of the latter would attend 
^em, not with a cold formality, but a defire to 
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profit by a fyftem wifely arranged for recalling at- 
tention to the leading fa£i;s of facred biftory^ and 
for perpetuating tbe remembrance of them to the 
lateft pollerity. 

In both of the claiTes included in the mafs of 
which we are now thinking, there would be figns 
of improvement vifible in their ordinary habits. 

Among the middle orders, there would be a 
ftyle of living more comporting with Chrifiian 
piety, than is now generally found here. That fri- 
volous imitation of the higher circles would not 
fo frequently meet us in their houfes. To be " in 
" the faihion" would not be fo much their foHci- 
tude, as to have the more ^fubltantial enjoyments 
that attend on probity, frugality, unaffuming prej- 
teniions^ moderate defires, plain manners, and 
Chriftian hopes. Their fons would not alTume the 
habits, without the condition of men of fortune. 
. The attire of their daughters, inftead of exciting 
difguft, would fuggeft to us the idea of virgin in* 
nocence. Their demeanour would exhibit the re- 
tiring modefty, and untaught gracefulnefs, ac- 
quired in a well regulated home ; not that ridicu^ 
lous aife6lation of elegant manners, which favours 
of the lower kind of boarding fchool: that con* 
temptible feminary, whence come the fecond order 
of tiiofe *' fair Atheifts," 
6 
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** So blithe, fo fmooth, fo gay, 
Yet empty of all good wherein confiAs 
Woman's domeftic honour and chief praife; 
Bred only and cotnpleated to the taile 
Of luftfal appetence, to fing, to dance, 
To dre&, and troll the tongue, and roll the eye*/' 

We fhould fee people in this walk of life pur- 
fuing their calling, without ihewing any figns that 
its avocations were irkfome to them ; as they are to 
the proud, and the idle. After the fatigues of bu- 
iinefs, inftead of hurrying away, each one to his 
favourite haunt of diflipation, we fliould fee them 
rcpofing in the bofomof domeftic concord; join- 
ing in fome innocent recreation among themfelves; 
or enjoying the friendly vifit of a neighbour: 
concluding their day with a frugal meal, and 
an a6l of family worihip to Him, whofe bleffing 
would be accounted the greateft comfort of life. 

In the labouring clafs, there would be fidelity, 
modeft deportment, a[ fenfe of gratitude, an in- 
tereft taken in the comfort of their employers, an 
aifeAion for their families, the inward peace of a 
good confcience, a tafto of the pleafures of reli* 
ligion, and a willingnefs to be further inftru6;ed in 
it as their principal Iburce of comfort. Here we 
fhould difcern, inftead of the fqualidnefs of pro^ 
fligate poverty, and the difcord of favage minds; 

• Paradife Loft, Book XI. 
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decent attire, a neat cottage, healthy countenances, 
and mutual tendernefs. Inftead of that want of 
principle, that is now the torment of mailers, and 
that ielfiflmefs, that forbids all reliance on fer- 
▼ants; an integrity, to which we could fafely 
entruft whatever requires care, or pains ; and a 
difintereftednefs, that would render them not only 
our conveniences, but our comforts. With thefe 
virtues, their families would be good uurferies for 
doatieitic fervants: their children, when they go 
out to fervice, carrying wiib them from their 
humble abodes^ induftry, cleanlinefs, a habit of 
order, and that confcientioufnefe, which the parent 
had taught them, both by precept and example. 

The influence of Chriilianity thus circulating 
throughout the mafs, and difcovering itfdf in the 
funfiaoos of the primary parts^r as well as in the 
ftate of the interior ones; would produce to the 
eyes of the world, a fpeflacle of commanding 
dignity. Religion would not appear to be fome* 
thing of boafiing pretenfion, but feeble in opera- 
tion. It would not incur contempt by incongruous 
mixture, nor be rendered ridiculous by extrava* 
gancies. It would not be fomething more fpecious, 
than folid ; of extended furface, but no depth. • 
Nor fliould we be left to queftion, whether the 
public have on the whole gained by it: a doubt 
which there would be great reafon to entertain, 
if it multiplied feparate communities, and yet 
. 9 
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left tbe great malTes of diflfolute life undimimihed« 
Of prodigies of piety, we might hear but little. 
But we fliould fee the face of fociety afluming a 
more healthy complexion : fober and deeply rooted 
piety flouriihing in families; the churches better 
attended; the public-houfes, and the walks of 
Sunday profanation diinned; the prifoos leis 
crowded; bankruptcies lefs frequent^ and the 
poor's rate reduced. 

Thefe folid fruits of minifterial piety and dili- 
gence, would be viewed with jo3S by tbofe wiio 
laboured for their production ; but it would be 
more a feci*et, than a publifiied joy. AVhile to 
God, they would pour out the thankfulnefs of 
their hearts, for giving fuccefs to their endeavours; 
to men, they would be filent on the fubje^ Zea- 
lous to do all the good they could, and to do it as 
quietly as poflfible, there would be no ofientation 
in their proceedings : there would be that esiein- 
plary modefty, which becomes the fervants of the 
humbled matter ; there would be good reafon to 
believe, that their great obje£i was to be approved 
of God : not to be applauded of men. 

Nor would there be any thing to juftify the 
appreheniions of thofe frigid minds, who feem to 
be afraid even of corre6led earneftnefs, left it 
(hould acquire fuch qualities in its progrefs^ as 
would bring back again thofe gloomy times^ in 
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ivhich religion feetned to have loft all its fweetnefa^ 
as well as all its dignity : when ^' Truth, if we 
" met her, appeared repullive by her mien, and 
'^ ungraceful by her habit:*' when (he had not 
'* the majefty of a queen, but the ferocity of a 
" tyrant*/* It would be a ftate of things in 
which, to many, there would be new enjoyments, 
without the lofs of i^ny in which they could in- 
nocently indulge before. It would in fa£t be a 
more general difTufion of a difpofition, that would 
enlarge the capacity of bappinefs in the individual, 
while it railed his moral charafler; and that 
would effe^lually free the public from many of 
thofe evils of which it complains, without threaten- 
ing the difturbance of any tiling that virtue, loyalty, 
or fcience, can wilh to remain. The equal diftance 
that would be prefervcd, from all the various 
deviations/ from, genuine Chriftianity, is well de- 
fcribed in the following palfage of a fermon ad- 
drefled to tlie clerg}% from which an extract has 
before been taken : " From the cordial reception 
" of evangelical truths there will refult, under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, a Tenle of religion, 
in reafoning and cultivated minds, rather pro- 
found, it may be, than acute, but penetrating 
tlie whole heart, and renewing the whole man : 
this temper will bear the fevereft trial of the 
fpirits^ and prove by its fruits that it is of God: 

• Joluifon's Life of Drydcn. 
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in minds fo conftituted, it will beget a fpirit 
zealous yet difcreet, and a€tive though not 
eccentric, which will break no order, affront 
no authority, afTeft no (ingularity, yet will never 
mifiake forms for piety, nor decency for graces : 
*' in the condu6l of life it will be found neither 
** fierce, uor fullen, nor fantaftic, yet, while it 
*' will allow to its votaries much that fanaticifm 
'* would refufe, it will alfo be conftrained to refufe 
*^ much that the world would allow — it wilt leave 
them every retired and tranquil fatisfadion — 
the Endearments of domeftic life — the pleafures 
'* of a feleft and guarded friendlhip — ^and under 
its own jealous eye, the wide range of tafte and 
elegance and literature — it wilt at the fame time 
preferve an awful diftance from the confines and 
appearances of evil ; it will not incorporate with 
the groifneffes of one rank of life, or with the 
ditlipation of another; with the rage and ra- 
pacity of the gaming table ; with the profanenefs 
and impurity of the theatre ; with the tumult of 
the fportfman^s morning, or with the bacchana- 
lian orgies of his evening, and, ivhile it fub- 
^' ftitutes a found and fober mind to the fumes of 
'* a diftempered imagination, it will leave un- 
'' impaired upon the heart, the fpirit of peace and 
" jojf in the Holy Ghoft ; the ajffkrance of faith 
'* and hope; the glow of regulated zeal; and, 
/\ above all, that fortitude of mind which alone 
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^* will enable us to confeffr before men, thai 
'* are the fervauts of a cruqfied mafier *•* 



This imperfe£l (ketch of a revival of Chriftianitj, 
i would leave with all ferious minds, as an in* 
centive to their prayers to God, for that grace, of 
his Holy Spirit, which has been afligned as the 
caufe of fo defirable a ftate of things ; and here 
take my leave of the public at large, on the feveral 
fubje6ts confidered in the preceding pages. 

I am, indeed, not a little diflatisfied with my 
attempt But I have done my bed, in cpnduSUng 
a humble endeavour for the profperity of that 
Church, to whofe fervice I have been deyoted ; 
and for the welfare of that country, to which I 
l)eIong: a coup^y, defervedly dear to me^ for 
the excellence of its cpnftitution, and the quantity 
of fubiiantial qnjoyment it affords to its fubjefi^ 
under all the difficulties with which it has now to 
labour for e^ciftence. 

*^ If there Vk aoy land, as fame reports, 

Wliere common laws reilrain the prince and fubjeft, 

lA happy land, where circulating pow'r 

Flows through each member oi iV embodied fi^te; 

Sore, not uacopfciotM of tim nugbty U«ffii^ 
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Iter gmtefbl fons flihtf bright with ev'ry virtue; 
Untainted with the Idt of ktmovatiotiy 
Sure all unite to hold her league of rule 
Unbroken as the facred chain of nature^ 
That holds the jarring elements in peace V 

« 

How far the author may be entitled to a (hare 
in this commendation, it is for his readers to 
determine. It is, indeed, with a degree of re- 
fpe^ul confidence, that he can appeal to thenv 
whether any thing can be gathered from thefe 
pages, that indicates his having been inftigated by 
reprehenfible motives, in giving his thoughts to the 
public. On what order of men has he made any 
ftriftures, that difcover a wilh for its extindJon ? 
To what one eftablifhed inftitudon has he in* 
iinuated any difrefpedl ? What * political change 
can he be fufpeAed of defiring to fee effefled ? 
Who, by the perufal of diefe (beets, can become 
adverfe to any thing which the laws have ordained, 
or a genuine Briton wifhes to (land ? 

Nor has he intended to hurt the mind of any 
one individual out of the pale of the Church of 
England, by what he has faid refpe^ng thofe who 
feparate firom her. Though he has made his free 
remarks on what he has obferved among them, 
his only motive for fo doing, was a regard to the 
good of the whole. . Had it not appeared to him 

* Dr. Johnfon. 
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that ^e general welfare was concerned in foine 
circumftan^es of their cafe, he would have kept 
his thoughts to himfelf. He knows that he has 
not wilfully mifreprefented any thing refpeCting 
them ; aqd if he has inadvertently done fo, he 
begs pardoa of God, and of them, for the yn* 
defigned a6;« 

He has been a fuffertng obferver of the divifioii 
that exifts among the clergy of the eitablifhed 
Church. And perceiving, that fome who attempt 
the cure of this evil, rather exafperate,' than allay 
the malady, while thofe who are the objects of 
their cenfure, are mgch too carelefs about avoiding 
ofTenca ; he has not given hintifelf to either party. 
Yet be has fo concerned himfelf with the fubje£tf 
in debate between them, as to endeavour to give 
correSi: information to the public; and to (how 
iirom what kind of character, it h^, in his humble 
apprehenfion, moft to expeft, for carrying that 
fyflem into effefl, which we received from the 
venerable founders of our Church, for promoting 
Chfiftian piety and virtue among all orders. His 
conclufion cannot be written more to his mind, 
than ip the words of that boaft of our country, 
the Lord Chancellor Bacon : 

•• Thefe things have J in all fincerity and 
" Simplicity fet down, touching th^ controverfies 
*' which now trouble the Church of England; 
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and that without all art and inlinu^on, and 
therefore not like to be grateful to either part : 
notwithflanding, I trufi what hath been faid 
Ihall find a correfpondence in their minds which 
are not embarked in partiality, and which love 
the whole better than a part : wherefore I am 
not out of hope that it may do good ; at th« 
leaft, I (hall not repent myfelf of the medita- 
tion,*' 
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YOUNG CitERGYMEN^, 



JL O one who has been for feme years in the 
lervice of the Church, and who though fenfible of 
many imperfections and failures on his part, is 
confcioQs of a high fenfe of its importance; a 
young man juft entered into holy orders^ is an 
objeci; peculiarly interefting. What he may prove 
to the community, to which he now (lands in a 
relation of the moft folemn nature, — whether he, 
Uke a heavenly guide, will lead men in the right 
way, or they draw him into the path of deftruc- 
tion ; — whether he will conreft the world, or the 
world corruf^ him ; — whether, in the office on 
which he has entered, he ihall obtain the appro- 
bation of God, or involve himfelf in extraordinary 
guilt ; are thoughts^ which naturally rife in a mind^ 
that habitually contemplates the appointment a» 
being of no common kind 

* This addrcfs ia commended ta the attention of tbofer 
who are preparing for the fervice of tlie ChuFcb, as well •» 
thofe who baveeaters^ into it* 
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- Bttt I would not prefent the profeffion to the 

b^inDer, only on the fide of its more folemn 

obligations. I would obfenre to him, that it has 

fatisfa^tiona and pleafures, as well as difficulties 

of its orwn. For my own par^ I fed them to be 

fuch, that on the ground of enjoyment alone, I 

would not exchange the profeffion, for any other 

calling that could be named. If there be any 

charms in a ferene, but not idle life ; in a calling 

that removes us from the fnares of the world ; 

that affords a fubfifteoce, without the vexations of 

Irade, or the competitions of rivalihip ; that admits 

of our being public bleffings, without relinquifhing 

tbe fweets of privacy ; that confers refpeflability, 

and for which nothing is alked in return but what 

H is gratifying to benevolence to give ; that yields 

us employments by which we may contribute to 

tbe eternal falvation of others, and at the fame 

time promote ouf own : they are to be found in 

the fituation of a parochial clergyman. Feiv 

perfons have better opportunities of doing good. * 

Few mote likely to be efteemed by all ranks. 

Few have it equally in their power, to pafs their 

days in faoooor and peace. 

One thin^ however, is abfolntely neceflary to 
tiie realisation of this fdeafing view of the pro-» 
ieffioQ ; which is, that the perfon who enters into 
it» be d&catei to the great objeft of its inftitution. 
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fet apart for the purpofe of admioiftering to the 
eteroal falvation of bis fellow*creature8. If be 
have this at heart, be bids fair to eojoy that iatif- 
faAion bis profeffion is capable of afFovding ; and 
to efcape the dangers to which they are about to 
expofe themfelvesy who enter into it without any 
ferious confideration of its defign, or any earned 
defire to be inftrumental to its accomplifhment. 

But this qualification alone> though highly pro- 
miiing, is not all that is to be delired in the cafe. 
It may confift with mifiaken views, both of men 
and things, that may defeat the beft defigns. With 
a confcioufnefs therefore, of upright intention, the 
young clergyman fliould connect a folicitude, that 
he may not be milled by impoiing circumftanees^ 
or falfe examples. 

PRINCIPLES. 

Your future courfe of life, my young brethren^ 
will probably take much of its ihape, from the 
light ip, which you view thofe contefts, on whidi I 
have humbly endeavoured to graft fome ufefui 
obfervations. And happy will it be, not only for. 
yourfelves, but thofe you may have to teach, if 
you make aright judgment on thefe cafes: for they 
relate to points of high confideration ! Let me 
tlierefore caution you againil that indifference to. 
the fubjefls in detete, with whieh the prevailing 
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fcepticifin of the times has iafe6ied many. The 
innocency of error was never, perhaps, a more 
falhionable topic of declamation, than it is at 
prefent. There is not wanting, indeed, a fenfe 
of clerical propriety ; but it is much in vogue, to 
^ decry an attention to do6trines; and to maintain, 
that nothing but vice in a clergyman can difqualify 
faim for his office. A fentiment this, which argues 
no apprehenfion of the worth of thofe truths which 
the Son of God defcended from Heaven to teach 
us ; and for the propagation of which, his apoftles 
gdve up every thing that was dear to them in this ^ 
life. 

Inftead of liftening to thofe, whofe conceptions 
inaply fuch indifference to what God has done for 
the falvation of mankind, and revealed to the 
world at fuch an expence ; let the following ob- 
fervation of one of tl)e iBrfl; fcholars of tlie age 
be confidered by the young clergyman: ** We 
^* fliould do well to remember, tliat doQrine is 
the very vital fubftance of the Church, that which 
every part of the ecclefiaftical fabric is defigned 
'^ to proted and preferve. Without this a Church 
<< is a dead and putrid carcafe, cumbering the 
'^ ground in which it is placed, its ceremonies ace 
'* idle mockery, and its minilters burdeafome and 
'* ufelefs ftipeodiaries to the public. The pre- 
'* fervation and purity of our national faith there* 
'' fore, and the diffufion of it in its genuine in* 
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/' tegrityi is of the higheft oonfcquanee to 4he 
^* ijHerefts of real Cbriftianity in tbU natioa*." 

It 14^ therefore, an incumbent duty in yon t9 
jenquire, on what fide, among the dlfputants of the 
day^ the truth lies, and to ad accordingly,, iji the 
^ifcharge of that folemn fundion for which you 
f^w Set ajiart If men of earneft chani^er pro- 
jpagate error, that zea,l for which they are dif- 
tinguiflie^, is a fpecial reafon for endeavouring t9 
counteiraft theoL Bat before you venture to pro* 
ceed on the admifiion of the faft, fee that it.be wel^ 
' authenticated ; left as a difcreet advifer faid, in « 
fimilar cafe, '' Ye bb found to fight againft Godf.'' 
^^pve all, let me intreat you, not to be carried 
liiray by popular clampur. Weigh well, . what hat 
Jbeeq advanced in the preceding pages,. agaioA 
^fp charges that have been preferred .againAs 
i^y Qf men, confpicuous by their ,earnpftne(s in 
/clerical ^uticak You are undpr no obligation to 
pfike part with tfiem, in the difreputatipp uader 
jpbich they lie. But you are bpuqd to eoquir^ 
pr|M3th(^r ijt \>e your duty to oppofe tl^eiii, fiml la 
gff^vd agnip^ carelefinefsi in drawing yo{ir cpa- 

> 

P 4m the prebnt Dean of Wi'uchefter'g SarawD, preacbed, 
|ft tbe year 1799. k^n the Sadetj /<tP Rvmotmg CAri/tion 
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clttfioa* Confcientious in this enquiry, you will 
underftand the caufe of the reproach they have to 
endure ; whether the blame they incur belongs to 
all, or only to fome of them ; and whether it can 
be avoided in your own cafe, confidently with the 
faithful difcharge of thofe obligations, which your 
ordination vpws have bound you to fulfil. 

Thefe obligations, it is your duty to underftand 
in their full extent, and as foon as polfible. For 
this purpofe, let thofe parts of holy writ in which 
the duties of a Chriftian minifter are fiated, b^ 
ferioufly ftudied, and let your reading be acoom^ 
panied with frequent and earned prayer to Qod^ 
that you may neither overlook, nor miiapprebend 
any one thin]^ included in the engagement ^t^ 
have undectaken. And let it be remembered* tba^ 
.whatever do£trioe you thereby find yourielf bound 
jto enforce^ that doftrine, by whatever opprpbripus 
name i^ be callt^; that dodrine, by wiuttevf^ 
obnoziou3 charader it be maintained, or mUf^ 
whatever corruptions it be accompanied in ham; 
that dofbine, by whatever objectionable means it 
be proppgatedt or to whatever indefenfible 
it be c vri(ed ; that dodrine is not to be fi 
pn .account pf th^e circum^nces. Tkt 
on which it ftan(ls» iy the reafoo for i 
be enforced : nor ciin any of the aboie 
circum^oes in the leaft afied tbe oc^i^uaoa a£ 
unibrcingtbe ppint.itfelf; tboogD ciot sv mg^ 
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fomething of great importance to be attended to, 
in the difcharge of this duty. 

It may be well to apprize you, that truths of 
great moment, may come before you, accompanied 
with circum(lances repugnant to your feelings. I 
would not attempt to reconcile you to that which 
cannot be defended; but I would guard you 
againft that extreme difguft, which may prevent 
your judging fairly in the cafe. It fometimes 
happens, that where fuch truths are inculcated 
with exemplary earneftnefs, there are certain at- 
tendant circumftances, which make the mind of an 
obferver, not familiarized to the fcene, revolt againft 
every part of the iyftem. A ftriking chara3;er of 
vulgarity, or a puritanical appearance pervades 
the aifembly : people of coarfe and forward af- 
pe€t meeting our eye ; boifterous finging offending 
our ears ; expreffions in the fermon, not flriftly 
according with our ideas of propriety ; and ufages, 
that deviate from thofe to which we are accuflomed. 
All this is repulfive. 

But let us endeavour to pafs through thefe ad- 
ventitious matters, and know what is doing here. 
What is the minifler about^ who aftuates this 
fcene ? Is he endeavouring to do good ? Is he 
fecking to give the heart a right direftion ? Is he 
aiming to penetrate it with the love of God, with 
an exalted idea, of our Saviour, with the w onder^ 
9 
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of redemption, with a fenfe of the obligadons 
under which they lay us to live to God? This is 
excellent : though it proceed in a way, that does 
not accord with the feelings of an elegant mind. 
The thing itfelf ought to be done ; though it be 
neither necelTary, nor advifeable, to do it in this 
manner. Forget the manner^ and then fay, whether 
the aim of the preacher, do not correfpond with 
the idea, which hiftory gives you of the aim of 
thofe, who firft taught Chriitianity. His preaching 
from a little bible, his attire, his geftures, his 
feemingly affeded language, his extempore prayer, 
his bombaftic hymn, no more prove his dodrine 
to be falfe, than they prove it to be true. Nor 
indeed, will a litde admixture of Qujxotifm in 
the man, be a fufBcient reafou for coniidering the 
whole of his fyftem, as founded in error : unleik 
it can be demonftrated, that one part is fo in- 
feparable from the other, that we muft receive the 
whole ; or reje3; tly whole. 

By reforting to fair rules of judging, we may 
fee reafon to approve the aim, while we condemn 
the m^ner of conducing it; and be preferved 
from confounding the charafteriftics of truth and 
goodnefs, with thofe of natural conltitution, ac- 
quired habit^ or falfe taite. And indeed it is 
worthy of a cultivated mind, to make this dijudi« 
cation ; and to acknowledge the force of the prin- 
piples inculcated, if under all thefe difgufting cir- 
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this alas ! there have been ibme inftances in the 
Chriftiaa world ! 

fiat leaving hypocrites out of the quefHon, even 
ibme fincere men of thefe fentiments, have been 
known fo to fail on other points of clerical duty, 
that were I well affured of your being firmly re^ 
foived to enforce them, I ihould not think it 
fufficient to .fay. ^'all that you have to take heed to, 
" i8> that you never depart from this refcrfution,'* 
I ibould intrcat you to beftow a little of your 
attention on fome hints, with which a longer ex- 
perience of the religious world than you can have 
had, and the recollection of my own failures, 
fupply me. To impart this advice to thofe who 
may derive any advantage from it, I will fuppofe 
you to be thus entering upon your profeifional 
life*. 



• Let not the Author be fufpe^led of having the vanity to 
attempt any thing like a formal compoiition on pailoral 
dottes, after io many have written excellently upon .them. 
He finds it fo advantageous to himfelf, frequently to peniie 
the writers generally referred to for this kind of inftrudion, 
• that he Oiould rather recommend them to the attention qf 
young clergymen, than, offer any thing of his own. They 
have left nothing to add to what they have done, but a few 
obfervations, which times that they did not live to fce» may 
fuggeft to thofe who come after them. This is all that is 
defjgned by what follows. 
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CONDUCT. 



Convinced of the lapfed itate of human nahir^ 
iaind well grounded in what the Scriptures teach 
concerning the means of our recovery, you de« 
termine ever to bear in mind man's difeafe and 
remedy. You are refolved, not only to Ihow what 
virtues Chriftianity requires to be prafiifed ; but 
on what foundation they mult reft for their ac- 
ceptance with God, and from what motives their 
exercife (hould fpring. Senfible of the infufficiency 
of our bed performances to entitle us to ever^ 
lading life, and of the need in which we ftand of, 
a divine influence on the heart for the faithful 
difcharge of Chriftian duties, you are determined 
that the Redeemer's perfon and mediation, and 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, Ihall he prominent 
in the inrtru6lion you adminiften 

Now in all this you are well fupporied by the 
very formularies of the Church to which you 
belong ; and tliat not merely in thofe which only 
occafionally come into notice, as the articles and 
homilies, but in thofe which are in continual ufe : 
thefe fentiments being wrought into the very tex- 
ture of the Engliflx liturgy. 

How much will it be to be lamented, if by any 
mifmanagpment on your part, a purpofe corr^- 

X 
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ponding fo exaftly as yours does, with the itipula- 
tions into which you entered when ordained, yea, 
with the entire fabric of our Church eftablifliinent, 
fliould appear to the public eye, under a re6iarian 
afpefl; ! For unqueftionably fuch a view of your 
miniftry, would be a confiderable bar to its efFe6l. 
Were the world before you, fuch an opinion might 
very little thwart your ufefulnefs ; but as you arc 
minifiers of a particular Church, it ftrikes at the 
root of all your endeavours for the good of thofe^ 
with whofe edification you are charged. 

Among the circumftances that lead to fuch an 
opinion, we muft reckon all unneceflary deviatiofi 
from the accuftomed manner of delivering religious 
inftru6lion ; all phrafeology that rather favours of 
party connection, than is diflated by the nature of 
the idea to be conveyed; and efpecially, all cuftoms 
that are not fanftioned by general ufage. I have 
fometinaes oliferved^ in a town containing feveral 
pariflies, that in one Church the worfhip com- 
menced with finging ; a deviation not only from 
the rubric, but from the ufage in every other 
Church in that town. Here likewife I have found, 
inftead of a verfion of the Pfalms of David, a 
hymn book in ufe. If the fame things obtained 
in all the other churches of the town, there might 
be nothing obje6lionable in them; but obtaining 
only in one, they give to that Church an appear* 
ance of fingularity, that leads people to confider 
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the ZL'hole of its miniiter's fyflem, as a deviatioa 
from the eftablrihed order. 

If thefe differences were at all neceffary for 

obtaining the end of Chriitian inftru6lion, there 

might be fomcthing to be faid in their behalf. 

But when all the purpofes of a preacher of the 

Gofpel can be anfwered without themi it feems 

to be highly imprudent to adopt them. The 

objeflion that mankind are always prepared to 

make to that kind of initrufiioD, which runs 

coQoter to their prejudices, and padioos, are 

fufiicient obfiacles in our way. Muft others be 

added to them? And by ourfelves too? This 

itrange mifmanagement are we chargeable within 

ivhen we introduce cuftoms» that are not fandiioned 

by general pradice. We furnifti people with fom^ 

ground to accufe us as innovators in the Church. 

And even where it does not raife objection, it 
is a hurtful proceeding ; for it tends to nourifli io 
the common people an affedion for change and 
novelty : a difpofition which we Ihould endeavour 
to counterafiiy by fuch treatment as tends to form 
that (leady cbarafter, which looks for its good 
from what is wifely eftabliflied already, inftead of 
hankering after alterations. Common minds are 
very apt to lay hold of little circumftances of 
apparent improvement, and to think that where 
they are not adopted, foipething cj/tntial is want* 
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ing; and by thefe ihadows, to become alien ate J 
from that which is fubftantially excellent, and of 
the higheft ofe to them. Nor is there any end to 
indulging them in this way: one alteration granted, 
atnother is demanded; till at length all the beauty 
of uniformity is loft. To be averfe to real irw- 
provcment is indeed the mark of a little mind; 
but a craving for unneceflary alteration, is au 
appetite which nothing can long fatisfy. For 
preventing its unfettling tendency, there is nothing 
like abiding by the decifions of authority. This rids 
ns at once of all the annoyance of fickleneis, as 
well as avoids the confufion that would enfue from 
its being humoured. If we do not avail ourfelves 
of this fimple means of prevention, mcU meaning 
weaknefs, and bad tafte, ambition, and felf will, 
will be always interfering. 

Let us who have nothing in view, but to form 
the members of our Church to the faith and prac- 
tice which (he teaches, take care, that we never 
be mifunderftood. And for thatpurpofe, let it be 
out earned endeavour, to be " known and read 
*^ of all men," as Minijlers of the Church of 
EiiglamL The prefcribed duties of our ftation are 
fuflicicnt to occupy us : in them let us be diligent. 
If ccnfured for this, it will be for piety alone that 
wc are ccnfured; for being in our place that, 
and only that, which wie were ordained to be. 
And whatever we are called to endure for being 
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that, we may hope to be alTiiting in bearing : let 

"a'7t che crofs be ever fo heavy, we may confider it, as 

en::-: one that our bleiTed Saviour has permitted to be 

U^ laid upon us: not as oue that wc have brought 

to It upon ourfelves. 



m!e :u 



h. i You will indeed, find thefe innovating appear- 

L.V. ances, fometimcs fandioned by a kind of men, 

i>r to whom it is natural for you to look up with 

1:5 great refpeft ; men of whofe pcrfonal piety there 

can be no queftion. And here recoilefting, how 

many of your age and ferious intentions, have 

been mifled, by following too clofcly, the praftice 

and advice of fojne good men, I ihall requeft 

your attention to a few thoughts on this fubjeft. 



I, , 
> >■■. 



. ^ I 



> >• 
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Since difcretion is not invariably an attendant 
on piety, beware of taking a man for an example^ 
merely becaufe he is zealous for the propagation 
o( thole fentiments, which you deem to be of the 
utmolt importance. Far would I be from infufing 
any thing into your mind, that lliould lefl'en your 
admiration of warm and carnelt piety. A young 
clergyman, venerating a truly paternal mcipber of 
his order, difcovering a filial affeftion for him, 
honouring him though in the loweft condition, 
delighting in his converfation, and emulating him 
as a pattern ; this, in my eyes, is a lovely opening 
of character. Yet if I perceived, that this young 
man was carrying his admiration even to the very 
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faults of the objeft of his rcfpe^ I would en- 
deavour to correft his judgment; though I would 
not damp his affection. I would have him difcem 
in this, as well as in other cafes, what is excellence, 
and what is defeQ; : how much of what is before 
him, ought to be found in his own character; and 
"V^'hat further he (hould endeavour to acquire. 

As we cannot fafely take every good man for a 
compleat model, fo neither can we take every one 
of this clafs for a good counfellor. And here I 
would apprize you, that among thofe whom you 
may juftly venerate for their piety, there are fome 
who are not only very fuperficial as theologians, 
but contented to remain fo. Be cautious how 
you liften to the opinions of fuch perfons refpefting 
the learning requifite in your fituation. They can 
afford no counfel to a junior on this fubje€l, but 
what tends to check his further improvement and 
to leave him, after years have pafled over his head, 
ftill a novice in his profeflion; capable only of 
repeating his firft difcoveries of truth, inftead of 
being able by continual acceflions of knowledge, 
to Ihew how deep .the foundations of truth lie; 
how'num6rous are its proofs ; how various its ufe ; 
and how rich it is in refource. 

Inftead of taking fuch men for your guides, let 
xne intreat you to confider, that in a bufinefs of 
fuch moment as that which you are called to 
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tranfad with oiankind, nothing that may contributa 
to your fufficiency ihouldy if polTible, be wanting. 
Do not only ftudy the Scriptures, but let ail the 
collateral parts of facred literature, have, in their 
order, a due portion of your time and pains. 
For though all clergymen are not likely to be 
called upon for thofe endowments, which entitle 
A man to be confidered as a great theologian ; yet 
all are bound to ufe fuch opportunities as God 
affords them, for becoming acquainted with thofc 
parts of learning that may qualify them for ex- 
plaining holy Scripture, confuting exiting errors, 
and guarding admitted truths againft tlie abuici 
of thofe who may mifapply them. Of thefe ac- 
quifitions however, you will be dcftitute, if your 
reading be limited to the perufal of fuch pieces, 
as the moderns with whom you agree in icligious 
fentiments, have produced. You muft go beyond 
them, for the information that will render you, 
" xiorkmen that need not be ajhamed.'' For it 
muft boneftly be confefled, that however they have 
fucceeded, in adminiftering that plain and fcrip- 
tural inftru£tion, which the ordinary circumftances 
of a congregation require ; few of them have given 
any writings to tlie world, that exhibit either tranf- 
ccndant genius, or profound learning ^ If there- 

# 

* This is not faid with any contemptuoas intention, biit 
mentioned merely as a matter of fad, on account of whieh, 
young clergymen (hould not content themfelves with the 
pcruU of what thefe perfons have written* 
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fore you defire to profit by the labou 
divine, you muft go back to times that proc 
works, which prove their authors not only to 
well flu died the holy Scriptures, but to have 
deeply read in civil and ecclefiaftical tkiHory 
philofophy, in religious controverfy, and ^'liettt 
elfe may qualify the minifter of Chriftjanirj^ 
defend the whole, or any part of his rGligit 
againft its adverfaries. Nor is it only to be r 
commended, that you read the Hookers, tL 
Pearfons, the Stillingfleets, of former days ; bu 
that fome portion of your time be given, if tbe 
immediate duties of your ftation admit of itj to 
the original fources, from which they derived that 
extent and variety of learning their writings diT- 
coven 

This is rather going beyond the limits I had 
prefcribed to myfelf; but a hint of this kind 
feemed to be advifeable, from obferving that fowe 
ferious young men appear to be deceived, by thai 
fuperiority they have over the utterly uninformed. 
Comparing themfelves with thefe, Ihey may ap- 
pear to great advantage, while in times of greater 
theological refearch, they would be accounted 
fuperficial, though not erroneous 5 as would, pro- 
bably, fome even of thofe to whom they loot, as 
niafters in their faculty. 

But think not, that with truth, and conformity, 
ftnd competent learning, you ihall conquer everjr 
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^^^ . difficulty. Prepare yourfelves to meet, with pa- 



mhor^ 



^ tience of fpirit, fome affefting proofs of that 
^ ^"'^ fcumbling doftrine, which our Church holds re- 



' 5^' fpefting human nature, and with which your own 

'^^'^< fentiments are in agreement For the failure of 

/; a^u ii^Q Chriftian miniftry where it is properly exe- 

0' ikk cuted, is indeed one of the ftrongeft confirmations 

^toij^, of the alledged depravity of human nature. A 

^ ^^ ooljti doctrine, which fome who concern themfcltres 

*^ &f? little with the reformation of mankind, may con- 

^^oierk fider as the offspring of mifanthropy; but which 

^ gim they who have had the care of a parifh, and have 

^hit^ laboured therein to bring men to a truly Chriftian 

7te temper and conduft, find to be not more humiliat- 

" H7;iv ing than true. Some of thofe who are confcious 

of taking pains, to render people ferious and 

earneft on wkat the Scripture teaches ; who labour 

[ni!sl to make their fermons inftruftive, intelligible, and 

tlii, iropreflive; who take care not to fpoil their work, 

by performing it with any haiihnefs of temper ; 

or to weaken the force of their public chara6^er 

by any figns either of fordidnefs or frivolity in 

their ordinary habits ; who, that no inducements 

to an attendance on the means of grace may be 

wanting, endeavour to render the fervice of God 

attractive and intcrelting, by having the pariih 

church kept in good condition, the worihip 

Solemnly performed, the- poor as well as the rich 

accommodated with feats :<— fome I fay, thus em<- 

ployed fee, that upon many of their parilhioners^ 
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all this fails of producing any effe6l ; that nambers 
cannot even be got to church ; and that many of 
tliofe who do attend, give no further figns of a fenfe 
of religion; lay afide no vicious habit; depart 
from no ordinary cuftom, however inconfiftent it 
be with Chriftian piety; have no family prayer in 
their houfes, nor ufe any other means of training 
their children and fervants to a lerious fenfe of 
religion : in a word, give no fatisfaftory proof that 
Chriftianity has made any deep impreffion on their 
hearts ; or that they have learned, from all they 
have heard of its doctrines and duties, even to 
form any adequate conception of its nature and 
requirements* 

For this want of fucceft, your mind muft be 
prepared. But I have not ftated the whole of 
what you may have, to exercife your patience and 
conftancy. You may be difappointed in thofe^ 
who profefs a great zeal for the do6lrines you 
preach. It will be natural for you to look to 
fuch, as perfons in whom you (hall be able to take 
fome comfort; and yet the condu6l of fome of 
them, may be the moft vexatious and ftuinbling 
of any. It has been the lot of fome pious clergy- 
men, to have, in perfons of this clafs, their 
greateft plagues. From the carelefs tliey have 
looked for no pleafure ; but they have expoded 
fomething encouraging to their endeavours from 
them, who appear to take an intereft in religion : 
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yet fome of thefe have been found conceited, fac«* 
tious, whinifical, felf-willed ; affecting no little 
zeal for purity of doclrine, but incapable of en* 
during folid inftruclion: and inftcad of being cor- 
roborating witnciles for the truth, their teftimony 
has operated to it» diiadvantage. Among other 
annoyances to be expeded from this quarter, you 
(hould be apprized of one thing very generally 
prevailing here, a ftrong bias towards leparatiioi. 
So that fome whom you would expect to ftand as 
patterns of attendance on the means of grace 
eitablifhed in the place, will be the moft gene- 
rally abfeut from them ; and inftead of leading 
others to hear the in(tru£tion you have prepared, 
decoy them away from it : for they are feldom 
content to withdraw without company. 

What you ha^e to look for then, is, that along 
with the good which God may make you the in* 
ftruQient of doing, thefe two evils may be mixed ; 
in fome, no intered whatever taken in what you 
are doing for their good: in others, a religious 
profeffion, not deftitute of fome knowledge of 
Chriftian truths, and fome expreflions of earneft- 
nefs ; but without confiftency, without fteadinefa^ 
without endearment 

But all this (hows the range of your duty : and 
that the mere publication of truth, is not the 
whole of what you have to care about. You have 

9 
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to ftudy human nature in its feveral varieties j and 
to confider, how you (hall overcome thofe impe- 
diments in the conftitution, the habits, the educar 
tion, or the connexions of your feveral hearers^ 
which may hinder the reception of the truth you 
are to deliver; or neutralize it wh^n received. 
What it may be ufeful to attend to for this^ purpofi 
in adminiftering public inftru^iion, fhall be our 
next conOderation. 

PREACHING* 

I would exhort you to indulge a higher view of 
this part of your duty, than to confider it merely 
as intended to procure afient to a fyftem of opi- 
nions. View it rather as a divine inftitution for 
touching the heart, as well as inforijiing the mind; 
for recovering them to God, "a7^o art asjheep going 
" ajiray r and for the edification of thole, who 
have " returned to the Shepherd and Bijhop of 
" Souls * ;" in a word, for forming, and perfe6l- 
ing Chriftian charafter. This indeed is a harder 
talk than merely to defend a theological hypo- 
thefis. To make a Calvinift, or an Anti-Calvinift^ 
a High Churchman, or a Latitudinarian, or {^ 
Fharifee, or a partifan of any kind, is compara- 
tively eafy. There are congenialities exifting 
among mankind, on which the kind of preaching 

• 1 Tel, ii, 25. 
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that aims at any of thefe particular ends, wilt 
lay h©Id, and through which a fchool of any kind 
may be raifed. But to form a truly vital Chriftian, 
the found, the chafte, the entire cbarafter, an- 
fwering in all parts to its archetype in the Scrip- 
tures ; this indeed, is a work of more difficult exe- 
cution. I low few of this defcription do we find 
among our pnople, after years of labour in the 
Chriftian miniftry ! How few even among them 
who contend for the do6lrines we maintain! So 
few indeed, that the praftitioner of any itandin^^ 
cxpcfts not to have the joy of feeing the compleat 
effect of his endeavours, in numerous inilances; 
and is apt 'to look upon a genuine Chriftian, 
as men do upon a fterling piece of coin, when 
there is fcarcely any thing but bafe money in circu- 
lation. 

It becomes us indeed to reipember, that to en- 
fure the compleat eft'eft of miniftcrial endeavour, 
is not in our power : we are but inftruments, whom 
it pleafes God to employ. The fuccefs of our la- 
bours is to be attributed to the blefling of God 
upon them : and on that mud we depend for our 
ufefulnefs. Neverthclefs, let us well wnderftand 
what it is thatour miniftrj'is intended to accomplifh ; 
and have our hearts fo fet on the ultimate eiiecl, 
while engaged in the fubfidiary parts of our voca- 
tion, as to endeavour, that they (hall all tend to its 
produ6lion. 
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With this view before him of what a preacher 
ihould aim at, let me advife him to make the 
majority of his hearers, the principal objeft of his 
attention. To aim at obtaining the approbation 
of a few, who may have fixed on a certain ftand* 
ard or rate of orthodoxy, by which they mean to 
try him, is not doing the bufinefs for which he is 
let over the whole of his charge. I muft add, that 
if to give fatisfaflion to thefe, be the principal 
concern of his mind, it will probably fetter his 
thoughts; and not only prevent that improvement 
in his profeffion, to which an unhampered ftate is 
necefiary, but render him unintelligible to the 
many. Inftead ttierefore of being anxious about 
the decifion of a few, fomewhat better informed 
on religious fubje6is than the reft, rather let the 
judgment of Him to whom alone you are ac- 
countable, be oefore your mind; and remember^ 
that he has conftituted you, a minifter of falva- 
lion to all that are within the circuit of your 
charge *. 

* The young clergyman is not taught here to conceive, 
ibat excellent coonfel may not be given to him, by perfons 
who are not of the profeflion. For religion being every man's 
bufiuefs, there is nothing to hinder its being very extenfwely 
onderilood, by thofe whofe calling is of a fecular kind ; if 
tiieir avocations have allowed of leifure which they ha^e 
turned to enquiries of this nature, and their education hava 
qualified them for fuch enquiries. To minds thus qualified; 
aething but conceit and arrogance will refufe to Men* 
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But in what a ftate are you likely to find the 
bulk of a pariih, in a period marked by a ftriking 
indifference to all religion, by the negleCt of public 
worfhip, and all other means of obtaining Chriftian 
knowledge^ So little informed in the great con« 
cern, that if you attempt to treat with them on 
any points, but thofe which may be called the pro* 
tuberances of religion, you will lefe your time and 
wade theirs. All refinement on the do£^rine8 of 
Chriftianity, all compofition that has an air of 
refearch about it, will be worfe than loftpn them; 
it will embarrafs and confound them. Do not 
therefore fet before the people of fuch an age, 
any complicated views. Simplicity cannot be 
carried too far, provided, that what is neceHary to 
their being true believers, really penitent, and 
fenfible of the bledings of redemption, be not 
kept from them. There is indeed a kind of fim« 
plicity recommended by fome, that conveys no 
Chriftian knowledge; that paiTes over what it is 
of importance to the exercife of Cbriitian piety 
to have fome conception of; that leaves a congre- 
gation ignorant of the evil of lin, of the value of 
a Saviour, and of the tranfcendant excellence of 
Chriftianity. This is a kind of teaching that in- 
deed may be eafily underftood; but it effects no- 
thing. Between fimplicity and inanity, there is a 
tery fenfible difierence. 
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It 'moft be confefled, that fuch do£):rine5 ot 
Chriftianit}'^ as the fallen ftate of man, the atone- 
ment of Chrift, the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
are not fo eafy of comprehenfion as the moral 
precepts. Yet they cannot be paifed by : becaufe 
it is necefiary, that men know themfelves; that 
their dependance be rightly placed; that they fo 
feel the neceflity of thofe remedies which God has 
provided, as to make that application of them 
to themfelves, without which the benefit will not 
be received. If we mean that our hearers ihould 
be Chriftians, we muit of courfe ftate thefe points. 
But let it be done in a way level to the capacity of 
the common people. Let not thefe important 
points be encumbei*ed with fpeculations, which 
though juft, are neither within the limits of ordi- 
nary conception, nor necefiary to the effects, which 
the revelation of them was intended ,to produce 
on the minds and condu6l of men. If you mean 
to edify the common clafs of hearers, fliew them 
what tbo Scriptures teach on thefe points^ and ftop 
there. If you wiih to perplex them, go farther: 
enter into the profundities of law and govern- 
ment ; talk to them of what palTed in the eternal 
councils ; tell them what ftrift juftice required ; what 
God was or was not bound to do ; and other matters 
■ — of which perhaps, you know as little as they. 
I ihould rather, however, recommend an imita» 
tion of the example of one of your profelfion, who 
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on hearing it faidi that his Sermons were eafy t# 
be underftoodi (though they ftated truths of great 
^^U:£ importance), replied, that if they deferved the 
I 'loiii: commendation, he had no other way of account- 
^pmi' ing for the fad than thi% that he never attempted 
i> ihui.: to teach another, any thing but what was fdain to 
kci; u himfelf. 



The perfon who made this reply recollededp 
beffi probably, that there were points in theology, to 
rhm ^^ difcuffion of which he was incompetent But 
had it been otherwife, it might have been wife in 



ijj^ Q3 him, on account of thofe he had to teach, to leave 
thofe points untouched. For not how much we 
may be able to maintain, but how much they 
whom we have to infiruft are capable of receiv- 
in{^ is what we have to confider, in determining 
the quanti^ of knowledge we ihould endeavour to 
convey. 



And here, the conduCk of our blefied Lord 
aflfords a ftriking example in point MHiat is there 
d the profound^ or the fublime, in theological 
knowledge, that was not fiuniliar to him^ *' in 
*' whom were hidden all the treafures of wifdom 
'' and knowledge*?" What revelation, or gift^ 
did the Holy Ghoft impart to the Apoftles, which 
he wasnot in poffeflion of before^ of whom it waa 

•CoLB.9. 
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^declared, tfaat " the Spirit was not given by iiie»*' 

< _ 

*^ fure unto bim*-" Yd our Lord, while a&ing 
as an inftruftor, did not communicate all the itv* 
formalioo, he was able to afford mankind. Some 
diicoverias wer^ referved for the Apoftles to tranf- 
ffit to the Church tr If we aik» why, our Lord 

i It is a ftrange uft that fome perfeas sake of thb cWtnw^ 
ftatice, in fetting up one part of the. iufpired writiiigg againft 
the other, by affirming, that we lboul4 be guided by our Sa- 
viour's difcourfes, rather than by 9t. Paul's EpiMes, in fbrm- 
Siig our religious opinioDs. I am not fnrer that they who ' 
advance an opinioa io derogatory to tht Biviae Authority of 
tile New Teftaneatp would not, were it to aafwer tlieir pur- 
pofe, be equally ready to recommend the guidance of tht 
Apoftolic writings, La preference to the difcouries of oar 
Lord : maintaining, (which indeed might be done with con- 
iiderable plaufibihty) that the former, being documents po^ 
lerior to the four Goipek, ought to be confldeved io Uie ti^ 
of . authorities, to which the finifliing hand had been put« 
\Xe conceive, however, that we take the right path, in re* 
yarding the Apoftolic writings as an authority, neither infe- 
rior, nor iiiperior to onr Lord's dUcourles; but as a part of 
the woik of the lame Holy Spirit, by wfaofe inQjiration die 
life of Chrift waa given to the Cbiffcfr: aot as any thing dif* 
Isrent from what wa» taqg^t by the Soa of God; but as » 
iartbe^ developement of the ChriftiaB fyfteia. And here we 
ipay adope the wi£dom of Divine Provideikce, in fo over- 
ruling the endeavours of thofe who fought to defile Cbriftia^ 
^ity widi hctarogeneou» mixtures, as to make ^Anrdefigns, 
the occafion of afiording more particular and definite infbr- 
Boation on tho great fabjeft ; tkev^by laying in a fiind of 
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did not make known thefe things himfelf during 
his miniftry, the anfwer may be given in his own 

knowledge in the New Teftament, from which Chriftian n^* 
niften (hould be able to draw forth arguments againft thofe 
fubtil adverfariesy whiah God forelaw would rife up in aft^r 
agea^ to deftroy or corni|>t the fakk By this augmented 
ftock of information, howevei*, we (hall be made nevtr tba 
richer, if, under pretence of doi^g honour to the difcourfea 
of Chrift, the Apoftolic writings are to b^ lightly efteemed* 
We fee then to what this dodrine tends: if we follow thofe 
who maintain it, wa give up all the advantages to be derived 
from the additional gifts of the Holy Ghoft, which Chrift, 
agreeably to his promiie, befiowed 9a the Church alter Us 
afcenfion* Bjut after all, the purpofe intended to be anfwered 
by ihe pofition we are combating, will fail. Leave us np« 
thing but the four Gofpelg. What then? Will ChriOianity 
appear to be nothing but a fyftera of ethics f ft is worthy of 
obfervalion*, that die fiifaftance of afi the doctrines whioh 
^t. Paul itiore at large maintained in his Bpi&les, is to be 
found in tlus difcourfaa of our Lord* Let them, who wo^ld 
fink ChriftiaBaty into a mere fyftem of morals, and attempt 
to defend their hypothefis by i^pealing to Chriu*s words, fe* 
riouily confider, that our Lord, befides explaining the fenfe of 
the divine commandments, inculcated the neeefity of looking 
to kirn to fine m from perifkingt as the djfing Jfraelitu of pld 
tmbed to tkt hroam JkrfoU i that he ta^gjUt us, that w$ mutft 
come to km fit Ufoi that ^koot kin^t^ecando notkwg; th^t 
kegmfekii ^ mmrmifomfiriu; ibBiwtmvifibe united to Um^ 
m$ the kromek of ike mac w to Uijtem; that we muft be uodtr 
lit care, mfieop are under tkat of tkeir ftepkerd. Thefe and 
mher ideas which wi^% be extraded from the four evangie- 
Uii» iMWy that femeChvug more is included 19 Chriflianity, 
than leams to enter Into the eonceptioos of thofe, who fee 
ttoChiag in it but that pore and exalted morality itincdcates; 

Y a 
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ifords: " Ikmeyet many things to fay untoyoVj, 
" but ye cannot bear them now. — ^John xvL 12. 

Here then we find, the *' light of the world'" 
keeping back fome portion of that knowledge he 
pofleiTed. And the reafon affigned for his fo doing, 
is, the incapablenefs of hi& hearers to.receiYe, at 
that time, the whole of what he had to commani- 
cate. And may not fuch a cafe occur again? 
Uaqueitionably, that which was wanting in the 
men* of our Lord s time, to capacitate them for 
the reception of all that he eould have loM tlieia» 
may be wanting in another people. And truly, 
if we acquaint ourfelres with the conceptions, 
habitSy. and language, of many in the prefent 
day, we ihall find fuch a want even of fird prin- 
ciples, a» plainly to dictate an endeavour, to learn 
from the pra&ice of our Lord how to begin with 
people in fuch a ftate. There feems to be a de- 
gree of abfurdity, in now uttering from common 
pulpits, any thing that deferves the nwie of re- 
condite theol(^» 

But there is nothing more likely' to preferve 
you from overfiiooting the mark, in endeavouring 
to convey religious knowledge, and at the iame 

a part, let it be remembered, wBich all' its genuine difciple? 
regard with no left veneration, than they de its doftiines. 
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time render you efficient in the pu^>it| than an 
attentive coniideration of what is wanting in the 
fpiritual condition of tiiofe ^emmitted to your 
charge, united with a ferious endeavour to do 
your utmoft to fupply it. In fome, you will find 
fnch an indifference, as to care nothing what you 
preach, provided your fermon be not long. In 
thefe, you have to excite an intereft in religion. 
In others, you will not find thfe like indifference 
indeed, yet fomefhing inconfiftent with a truly 
healthy ftate of mind ; a readinefs to liften to you, 
whenever any of the comforting doftrines of Chrift* 
ianity are difcuflfed, but an evident apathy, when 
the confideration of a duty makes the matter of a 
fermon. In a third fort, you will find on the con* 
trary fuch a prejudice againft fome of thefe doc- 
trines, that nothing in favour of them can be eu* 
dured; nothing on fuch fubje6ts heard with any 
^ns of fatisfi&Ctiou, unleis it be a reprefentation 
of their abufes. 

It is truly affecting to confider, how rare a 
thing it is to find a b^^rer in that blefled ftate of 
fimplicity and teachablenels, which the words of 
Cornelius fo happily exprefs: " Now arc we all 
** here prefent before God^ to hear all things that 
^ arf commanded thee of God^J** Men come to 

* Ads X. S3. 
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hear, not what they ncfid, bqt lyliat th)>^y liJce: 
and with their heart in faulty affed a huge dread 
of error* The prevalent corruption, is, the want 
of a mind thoroughly defiroifs of being right 
This is the root both of a diftf|^ for pra£lical 
preaching, and of an ayerfion to ev^gelical topics* 
The mind in either cafe, like an ipyaded county, 
fome of whofe towns have been taken while otbem 
ftillhold out, is npt wholly furreodered to God: 
Thore is yet fomething hp^Ue to his truth. The 
latter of the two parties here referred to, are very 
apt to pique themfelves, on being more attentive^ 
to pra6iice than fpeculation. But on clofe ei^t* 
^oination, this appears to be in many pf t^iefiif 
mere profeffion. They, as well as thofe whom 
they accufc of being mere fpeculatifis, are i^otbit^ 
better* They likewife have their fcheme, a zeal for 
which ftands ^n the place of a tru|y obedient 
mind. The only di^erence between the two, i^ 
that the attachment of the one, is the ^ntipn^y c^ 
the other. , 

What then is the cou^fe ^hat you have tqpi^ue? . 
No other than that which would be binding on you, 
were thece no fuch diver^ly pf cbara£ier before 
you. ^* If amf man Jpeak, let him ^tok a$ the 
^* oracles of God^.'* The kind 9f {Nre%cbiD|( 
irhich this plain rule exuoins^ applies equally to 

9 1 ?«t if. II. 
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both thefe parties. It it that which embraees the 
'' whole counfel of God;'' or io other words, 
both the faith aad pra6hce of Chriftianity: a 
kind of preacbiD^ which does not leare the 
hearer to conclude, that Pharafaifm is the only 
evil he has to (hun; but which, while it ftates the 
true ground of our acceptance with God, and is 
caleulated to crufli the feeds of all fpiritual pride' 
within us^ always leaves on the hearer's mind, an 
isipreffion of his having fomething to dOy in cDn* 
ibquence of what he has heard ; that his work is 
laid out, and that he may go about it in hope : 
God having promifed thofe fupplies of grace and 
firmgth to them who aik for them, without which, 
, fuch is our imbecility, nothing would be effe&u- 
ally done. 

That this impreffion may not be wanting, it may 
be of afe, to Butke it an invariable rule in pre-* 
paring for the pulpit, that the fermon (hall not be 
merely theoretical; but that whatever be the 
fiibjefty or of whatever matter the body of the 
flifcoorfe be iramedt it end in fomething precept 
tree: iome dire^oos t5 be followed, either for 
curing fome evilj attaining fome virtue^ or en« 
joyhig fome bleiBng, accompanied with fuch en* 
cwvagements as the cafe admits. From an af^ 
Mndaaoe on fuch inftruAion, ferious hearers win 
retire, not as from an a£l to which no confequent 
'^ooeeding is to enficie^ but as from a. prepQratoi;|f 

T 4 
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aft ; like pupils in an art withdrawing from the 
lefture room of a mafier^ to pra^ife tbofe rales 
they have been taught, and to endeavour to 
attain>tbat exoellence, to which the way has been 
fliown. 

By a firi6l attention to tiiat balanced regard to 
Scripture topics above recommended, you will 
fecure your preaching againft its having any thing 
out of proportion ; a fault of no harmlefs ten- 
dency. It has been well faid that '^ we Ihould 
^^ learn to fee events in their caufes.' ' This axiom 
I would commend to your attention on all occa* 
iions; but efpecially when you are difcourfing on 
thofe points, on which the ayoidance of exeeft is 
particularly requifite. For here, if you are out of 
proportion, the effe& of what you do, may be, not 
merdy more than you intended, but fomething 
totally diflferent from it: not a harmlefs mifeoa-' 
cepU^n, but a deadly corruption. You have to 
guard ptgainft the ufe, which the corrupt dtfpofi** 
tions of Tome who hear you, may lead tbem to 
make of what you deliver from the pulpit II 
you do not keep this in mind, in fetting forth the 
fuperiority of inward piety to the eitem^l ck« 
cumftaoce^ by which it is exjMrefled, you will fiw) 
the fornif of religion d^fpiied* If Qo making an 
attack on pbaraiiifm, yoo do not take caiie as yea 
proceed, that (he ^eat firft ^inciples of all reli« 
^j^ be duly iKiQQqf^dy yOM will M a ipQckii cf 
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Antkidmianifin ipringiDg up among diem, whom 
perhaps you confidered as your move attentife 
hearers. It ihoukl not content you that you do 
not intend to lead people into thefe, or other evils* 
Your bufinefs is to fee» that there be no predifpo- 
fition to them in your preaching; that there b« 
nothing, which by its being capable of incorpo-* 
rating with fomething wrong in your hearers, or 
by its congeniality with Ibme corruption abroad, 
has a tendency fo to refult. 

An eSe6t of this kind has fometimes been feen 
to follow the preaching of fome good men. And 
it is worthy of notice, that thefe inftances have mofily 
occurred, where there had not been fo great a 
regard had to the tenour of Holy Scripture, as to 
fome favourite topics drawn from that fouroe^ and * 
made charaOeriftic of the perfon's miniftiy. This 
I cannot but notice, as one of the ill confequenoas 
of a too great fondnefs for fyftem. When a ^ier* 
gyoian, inftoad of refigning himfelf to the oatiie 
goidance of holy writ, has a paffion for redudag 
all that he reads there to fome one point, a pattial 
adminifiration of revealed truth naturally follows. 
Ills favourite point may be a truth of great im« 
portanoe. But if it occupy jnor^inate attentioab 
which it does when it is made to tbruft out the duo 
oonfideration of other truths, th^peofde lofe 6^ 
of thofe parts of the word of God, which tend, 
like an equipqifiug fiotc^ to Breveoft an^ex^ of 
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the favourite idea in which thej have been nurfed; 
aa well as to guard them ag^ft any corrupt no- 
tions in circulation that might be grafted on it. 
We muft endeavour to provide s^nft all poffibi* 
lities. We muft remember, that in the world 
through which our bearers have to pafs, there are 
diftemper% of various kinds^ the contagion of 
which they ihould be prepared by the very habit 
of their minds to repeL For this purpofe^ the 
only effeftual teaching, as I humbly conceive, is 
that, which leads the hearer to take the Scriptures, 
jttft as he finds them, and make them the rule of 
his faith and coodafi;. Teaching of this kind, I 
appreheady woold have no caft of fingularity, in 
the eyes of thofe who are converfant with the 
Bible ; but would feem to be of a piece with that^ 
Ivbich from th6 b^ginniag has been heard in the 
Church of God. 

But are tfaefe feveral pmnts to be carried, by 
Mivering thofe jejune effufions^ we fometimes 
)hMr, where we ire taught to expeft thebeft kind 
df teMhing? For affiiredly it is no flander to af* 
finsy that when, titeth is fpoken, and eameftnefs 
is not wanting we have fometimes reafon to com- 
plain, that titt quantity of infiru&ion is extreniely 
ImalL 

The opportunity of delivering a formon, ihould 
l»e rtganied at a solden occato^ to which a 
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preacher ihould look fonvard, with an earneft de« 
fire of making the moil of it But how ill does 
it agree with a profeffed concera for the good of 
mankind, to meet a congregation with a flalhy iU- 
digefted harangue, open in many parts to juft ob- 
jection, though it contain fome truths of inefii^ 
roable viiJue! For afluredly, he who is truly coa* 
cerued for their welfare, will not allow himfelf 
to do any thing negligently that relates to 'it« 
When we recoUefl moreover, that to many mind^ 
preaching is the only channel through which reli* 
gious knowledge is likely to be conveyed, how 
careful ihould we be, that no pains be fpared to 
render this principal means of fpiritual improve^ 
ment as infirudUve as poffible. For the fuccefs of 
pur endeavours indeed, we are net accountable ; but 
we are bound to labour for ib And if we aim .at 
this, by offering no crudities to the poblic, but 
^at which is well drawn from the pure fountains 
of revelation, well dig^fted in the ftudy, and de« 
livered with a ferioufnefs^ a proprietyi a fpirit of 
kindnefs, befitting the purpofe, we aay leave the 
event with Qod: If men remain in an irreUgmM 
flate^ we can go no further to prevent it. But if 
we are eaielefs and negligent in diis great fanAicmi 
then, fome portion of the evtt lies at our do6r« 
And to this, another bad confequence is to be 
added : If we labour net to render our fermons 
^ighly inftradive, we become chaqpable^ hot only 
with not doing all that in us lies, to overceme thoie 
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who may be averfe to our counfek; bat Ukewifc^ 
with not taking fufficient pains to ediiy thofe wbo 
may be willing to attend to them. Superficial 
preachers make fuperficial hearers. 

In this place I beg leave to take fome notice of 
a praSice, that feems to be one of the greateft itn* 
pediments, to that inftru6Hve kind of preaching 
here recommended, the cuftom df delivering un- 
written difcourfes. It is only as a general prac- 
tice, that I feel an inclination to fpeak againft it. 
If nothing be loft by extemporary preaching, that 
a written iermon from the fame perfon would 
have poflefled, there can be no queftion, that it is 
a preferable mode of addrefling a congregation: 
and I fliould pity the narrownefs that would con- 
demn i^ in this cafe, on the ground of its being 
the common pra3ice of diflenting minifters. 

It b contended by thofe who recommend it; 
that any perfon may acquire this talent Unfor- 
tunately for them, examples are not in favour of 
their opinion; They who afi; in the belief of it, do 
noti in general, give us any great proof of its founds 
nefs. It may be eafy indeed to acquire the talent, 
as we ufually find it exhibited : meagre thought, 
feeUe reafoning, and tautology, coft little. But 
to probe deep^ to inftruA thorou^y on a point, 
to produce fometiibg that ihall abkle with the 
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** petit pins temporis atqu« olei plus.*^ 

Tn few words, it is in vain to contend with expe- 
rience; and experience declares, that though fome 
fucceed mod admirably in preaching extempore, 
yet that very few are equal to it, at leaft to that 
kind of it which will bear hearing. The method 
has been tried by many, and found fo little to an- 
fwer, in the greater number of cafes, as to be 
really a kind of difcipline to be obliged to fit and 
hear it : The fermon being generally embarrafled 
and irregular ; the whole perhaps too long, while 
the parts are too ihort; the preacher not being able 
to clothe his divifions with any fulneis of thought, 
and having provided for this forefeen difirefs by a 
multitude of heads, haftens to the next divifion 
almoft as foon as he has announced the preceding 
one ; and wearies hl'auditory with a long firing of 
naked topics, inilead of interefting them by well 
' working a few pregnant ideas, and endeavouring to 
leave their concentrated force on the hearer*s mind. 

I fay nothing about the. external recommenda- 
tions of which this mode of preaching is frequently 
deftitute : a more weighty objefUon that lies againft 
it, is, that it is intrinfically faulty. Difcourfes de- 
livered in this way, are, in general, of too declam- 
atory a caft to produce convidion. Men are not 
fuUy inftruded by them, either in the do6trines of 
Scriptures, or the particulars of duty, I am often 
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reminded, when I bear them, of what Lord Bacon 
fays of fome preachers in his time : " The word, 
'' the bread of life they tofs up and down, they 
** break it not, they draw not their dire&ions 
^ dovn ad cafus confciehtiiE» that a man laay be 
^ warranted in his particular a£Uons, whether 
** they be lawful or not Neither indeed are many 
^ of them able to do it; what through want of 
^* grounded knowledge, what through want of 
ftudy and time. It is a compendious and eafy 
thing to call for tl<e obfervation of the ikbbath 
*^ day, or to fpeak againit unlawful gain; but 
^* what a€tions and works may be done on the 
^ fabbatb, and what not, and what courfes of 
^' gain are unlawful, and in what cafes; to fet 
** this down, and to clear the whole matter widi 
^* good diftindions and decifions, b a matter of 
** great knowledge and labour, and aflceth much 
** meditation, and converting in the Scriptures and 
^* Other helps, which God provided and preferved 
•• for inftruaion ♦." 

To begin your minifterial life with preaching 
extempore, beddes defrauding the people of diat 
found inftruAion with which you are boirod by 
your olBce to fupply themi is the direft means of 
checking your own improvement It may be time 

^ Lord Baton on the Coatroverfies of the Gbnrck of En|« 
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enough for you to adopt this metfaodi when you 
ire verging to the latter period of (ervice ; when 
bodily infirmities preventing your rifing early, you 
are not able to make fo long a day as you now 
can ; when not being able to do many things, you 
can give the whole of your thoughts to a few; when 
your eyes beginning to fail, you forefee, that ere 
ion^ you will not be able to read a fermon without 
poring through a magnifying-glafs, or without giving 
uPf hy wearing fpeAacles, that effeft which the 
fpeaking eye gives to the preacher's words. If the 
extemporary mode be not reforted to till a maturer 
period of life take place, the mind well founded, 
may then have ftock enough for preachii^ with 
little immediate preparation ; and the man, even 
in his latter ftage of iervice, ftill look vigorous in 
the pulpit, infiead of exhibiting purblind age 
fumbling over its papers. But if in the fei^on of 
yo*]thy we think it enough to give a congregation 
fliallow and indigefted effufions, it is highly in>- 
probable that we (hall pofiefs any fuch provijfion 
for age. 

The end here kept in view, is your fufficiency. 
You are advifed to write, not for the fake of 
ornament, but ufe : not that one family in your 
congregation may admire what none elfe can 
underfiand, but that you may be well grounded 
in all the parts of an iaftruCtor's office ; that con- 
tinually making additions to your attainments, you 
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■Mty n6t, from mere poverty of thought, recur 
CMMiQually to the fame ideas and expreffions: Kke 
tl»le, who inftead of fpreading themfelves over 
die whole regioo of neceflary truth, pace in every 
iennoQ the fame circle. It is, that you may not 
•oly be mafters of any fubjeCt you have to handle, 
bat acquire the art, both of fetting it before others 
IQ a fimple and unembarrafled ft^tement, and of 
pofleffing their minds with a full view of its nature 
and importance: A fermon of this kind, beiides 
being capable of being heard again by your 
people; at ibme diitant period, will enrich year 
own mind. By repeated labours of this fort» you 
wil^ acquire a fund of knowledge, by which^ 
fliQuld circumfiances hereafter require it, yoQ 
may be able to preach inftruflively, without writ- 
ing every word of your difcourfe. Hereby^ yoa 
will Ukewife be qualified to meet thofe unlooked 
ftr occafions of giving good counfel, or defending 
truths for which no formal preparation could be 
made. 

With the (ame end in view, that of being id- 
firadive pteachers, let me now be permitted to 
^ance at the neoeffity of ufing terms that are 
iatidligible to tbofe whom you have to lead in the 
fi^t way. On this poin^ I would again requeft 
yua to confider the age in which you live. We 
leietimei hear a ferious preacher delivering bim* 
Mf inlnBi^ to wUch the bulk ef his congregatkn 
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cAn afijx no ideas: a mifmanagement into which 
we fnay eafily (lidc, by ftudying old authors^ and 
living as it were in the fchools of divinity. The 
terms are, perhaps, perfe6lly intelligible to thofe 
who are read in theological controverfy. But of 
this number, how few are you likely to find in 
your congregation ? If tlie preacher do not fpeak 
in the language^ and refort to the general ideas- 
of his own times, much of his knowledge. mu(t be 
ufelefs to the public, for want of a proper medium 
of communication. Truth indeed is always the 
fame ; but language, and general habits of think- 
ing, are continually varying. To this latter cir- 
cumftance you muil accommodate yourfelves, if 
you would have the things you teach underitood.. 
Confider yourfelves as interpreters of the oracle, 
to the men of your own day. And indeed it fecms 
to me, that one of the principal ufes of a fuc- 
ceflion of Chriftian teachers, is, that in every age, 
there may be thofe in the churchy who are able 
as it were to tranflate into vernacular language, 
that which, though delivered for the benefit of all 
generations, could not in the nature of things be 
dxpreffed in the idiom of every period. Scripture 
terms indeed hvb not to be abandoned : for they 
ferve to keep in being, the ideas they exprefs. 
But the ordinary vehicle of a preacher's thoughts 
Ihould be the language of the exifting period, in 
the cotnmon terms of which, the Scripture phrafe- 
ology fliould be explained. Here however, you, 
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muft ever bear in mind, the purpofefor whkh 
this rule is to be obferved ; namely, the avoidance 
of imperfed; apprehenfion, concerning things of 
everlafting importance. You muft be devoted to 
the conveyance of ret^aled truth. And you muft 
confider, that however eafy of comprehenfion your 
language may be, the intention of your office is 
not fulfilled, unlefs the hearers mind has caught 
fo much of the genius of the Gofpel, as is neceffary 
to render him ferious, penitent, obedient^ depend* 
ant on grace^ and thankAil for the gift of a Savioar. 

It was not fbr words, but things, that your office 
was inftituted. iThings, therefore, muft be your 
objefiiSi and wor4s muft be attended to for their 
(kkes. Language is the medium by which the 
knowledge of Uiings is to be communicated ; and 
its terms are then beft chofen, when they are fuch, 
as to make important things plain, and penetrating; 
to give them an introdu6lion into the mind, and 
carry them home. With thefe ends in view we 
ihall avoid unintelligible terms. 

But as having to inftruQ: men in things of eternal 
confequence^ there is another clafs of terms to 
be avoided, thofe which give currency to fidfe 
notions. Critical exa£lnefs in every point indeed 
is not effential to religion. Chriftianity, like the 
magnificent objects of nature, is too fimple and 
grand a tbin^ to require a microfcopic inveftiga- 
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tion, in order to be fufficiently un<ierrtoo<l ; nor 
does a right conception of it, feem to coniifi with 
that finicking propenfity to objedion, which weighs 
the import of every word to a fcruple. Yet^ 
becaufe among the falfe notions exifting in the 
minds of men, there are fome that are far from 
being harmlefs, it feems neceflary, that Chriftian 
teachers &ould provide againft thefe, by avoiding 
thofe terms which favour them. There, however, 
it may be wife to (top. For if we proceed to 
make open war upon lefs correfl, but not ill 
intended exprefficms, there will, afluredly, b^ too 
great a determination of the people's attention ta 
mere founds. There are perhaps few things that 
have a worfe effeGt on the common people who 
attend religious worfliip, than the making the 
pulpit a place for criticifing ibme not firidly corred 
fornto of expreflion, made ufe of in religious 
writings. It makes the vulgar, parties in a dif- 
pute, for which they are utterly difqualified ; and 
generates in young people of better education, a 
habit of frivolous remark, in which^ they are 
perhaps much more occupied, thaq about their 
improvement in the Chriftian life. 

Let me detain yoti with one more remark upon 
the language of the pnlpit. Though it need not be 
elegant, yet in a b^hly cultivated age^ it ougbs 
not to be vulgar. Low expreffioos are fometimes 
excufedj on the ground of dieir adaptatioli tf 
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he minds of the common people. But they are* 
not neceffary to our being underftood by hearers 
of the lowed order. And it deferves regard, that 
the -generality even of this clafs, are difgufied 
with them. There is a ftrong fenfe felt by all 
ranks in the prefedt age, of the decorum with 
which clerical duties ought to be performed. This 
ought to be attended to ; and indeed, is good in 
itfelf. It is all that remains in fome minds, to 
difpofe them to attend with any ferioufnefs to 
eternal things; and is rarely loft, but in tbemi 
who have exchanged it for fomething of an ill 
tendency. It ought therefore never to be violated ; 
and it (hould be recolle£ied> that to defcend to 
low familiarities, is one way in which this is done. 
Such a manner is fure to have a bad effe6l ; it 
cither repels, or it corrupts : it offends the majo- 
rity» and debafes the religion of the few who are 
pleafed with it. 

But there is nothing M^hich a zeal for truth, 
efpecially in an age of oppofilion to it, is more 
likely to beget, than a too controverfial kind of 
preaching. It is only the bringing, controverfy 
into the ordinary courfe of public inftruflion, that 
I am difpofed to cenfure. Elfewhere, he that 
engages in it, may deferve our warmeft thanks. 
As long as itien continue to impuga ' Chriiiian 
toith, fo long muft we contend for it ; and in fo 
doing,, we may i be the inltrumcnts of good, that 
fliall outlive the occallon which called the exertion 
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forth. This eoiifideration may be fufficient to 
juftify the refuoiption of a controverlial pen. Nor 
can it be denied, that notwithftanding all that has 
beeo written, there is yet a field for the exhibition 
of excellence in this kind of writing. If there 
remains little to the modem controvertift that is 
new in point of argument, he may give the world 
^ fomething new in refpeft of temper: argumenta- 
tion without invcAive ; reafons without anathemas ; 
a confutation of a book, without configning its 
author to eternal mifery. This, though not entirely 
a novelty, is, alas ! too much fo, for the honour of 
that bleifed religioui which has ever found able, 
)>ilt not always exemplary defenders. 

This unexceptionable way of encounteringerrors, 
})Owever, we are not to expefi of thofe, who are 
fo addi£ted to controverfy, as to bring it frequently 
into parochial inftrudion. For to bring controverfy 
frequently into the pulpit, argues a polemical turn 
of mind. Now they who are of that complexion, 
are not apt to condu£i controverfy in its beft 
inanner ; and in its worft, where can it be more 
out of place, than where a congregation meets 
for it^ weekly fupply of paiioral counfcl and iU'^ 
ftrudion ? Men come to church with minds fufE« 
ciently foured, by the common ^vexations of life. 
They come fore and irfifcible, from the altercations 
in which their worldly affairs have involved them. 
^' Surely the church is a place where oiiQ day's 
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^^ trace ought to be allowed ft> the 4i'e&fioDs and 
'' animolitieB of maolpnd \ There let '' the 
^ healing voice of Chriftian ct^arity** be heard. 
If that predominate, the worlhipper may be allaratl 
to return thither again and again, by the repof^ 
the affeCHon, the aflTuaging iqftniAion, he finds 
there. 

It may be remembered for our own diredioQ 
oh this fubjefiy that in fome very controverfia) 
periods, men have had reafon to complain, that 
there was no place of quiet to flee to ; that even 
Ae houfe of God did not afford (his defired re* 
treat ! The fpirit of hoftility raging among nieq 
in their temporal tranfadions, being fo far from 
being extinguilhed when they got to church, Aat 
tiiere, on the contrary, it was (bpplied with freQi 
jhe(. There indeed, the people were cfilled aw^y 
ftom the contentions in which they had been 
engaged; but it was to enter upon others: the 
preitcher, in^ad of aiming to reconcile them to 
God, find to each other, ftarting fome new< fob^ 
^t6t pf altercatiop> or pointing out A>nie pnfhonghtk 
(>f objeft of hatred and opppfition. So that there 
yfn no brpathing time. The people were in ^ 
ftate of ittcelfant warfare: on aH the working 
d«ys» with their own enemies; ^n^ on ^ Sanda^, 
^p enefpies of the iaith, 

t PjirU'^ ^el^eafops en the R^vphitfoo ip Ffapce, 
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It it uot to be loamtained indeed, that ifl 
•doiiiitltering parcx:bial inftruAidii, no noUce 
ihould be taken of exiiting errors, nor any warning 
given of the dangers to whicli they expofe men. 
In fome periods, this may be as incumbent a duty 
in a pallor among bis flock, as in one who is 
preaching before a univeriity. But the nature of 
the fubjefts on which the former has to operate, 
the common people, ihonld make him particularly 
careftil^ how Im^ manages this duty: left while 
adminiftering antidotes to error fufficiently ftrong 
for the purpofe, he induced an unchriftian fpirit 
in them. There }s great difficulty in dealing with 
them ; whether we endeavour to make them zeal- 
ous^ or to render them candid. They take up 
tlADgs in the grofs ; and are apt to love and hate, 
witboQt difcrimioation. If we preach againft a 
fidfe dodrine, we may fucceed, perhaps, in arming 
them againft it : but they know not how to hold 
an error io fufficient iteteilation, and yet to make 
candid alljra^ances for them who maintain jt. 
If we go inca^itioufly about moderating their heat 
againft the erroqeons^ then they become more 
fvrourable to error, than for their good they 
CMi|^ to be : their hatred of bad things is dimi- 
niOlodi ^ being taught to think well of mifiakcn 
fOM. In what light then are we to confider the 
Cbriftian mioiftry, in reference to thefe circum« 
iboces ? As a power defigned for the corredion 
•f exceffei on Mther hand. The clergyman who 
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contemplates bis CiQceJn this light, eoatodts not 
himfejf ytitli prov'wgi pr difproviog ^ftraft pr0?r 
pofitipos, ^ut aims (p temper minds: 

'SlUe regit dldl'^s animos, ^t pe^ora mulceU" 

He endeavours lo bring them to the tone of si. 
yvikj holy, and. benevolent religion, while he is 
warning his hearers againft errors and corruptions. 

To touch on controverted ,points in this way» 
betrays no fondnefs for debate: and when the 
pccation demands {t, the ^d is to be placed to the 
account of fidelity. But the love of contrpveHy 
is another thing, and has other effefls. It does 
not give to minds a truly Chriftian temper. It 
widens the breaches we (hpuld endeavour taclofe. 
Nor dpes it tend only to Jet men of different 
fentiments further apart from each other, bat 
likewife to increafe the number of divifions. And 
)iere I am reminded of a moft painful fad ; which 
is, tbat^fome of thofe diftinflions on which op- 
polite parties have been formed, would never have 
bejsn thpught pf by the people, had they not been 
told of them from the pulpit . AffefUng confideraT 
tion ! That Me, who by jH-pfeiTion were bound to 
unite mankind in the bonds of truth and love^ 
Ibould be inllruments of dividing them! JBear 
this humiliating fa6b in mind; And let the re* 
{Ti^nibrance of it opprate as a caption to yoU| 



mhdnermc'yon feel yourfeWea in duty bound tot 
fliow the evil tendency of a*falfe doftrioe. Dread 
the thought of being the iDftrument of any further 
divifionsy tvbile To employed. Let it be yqur aim, 
to leflen the number of them which already exift.; 
and endeavour, by the manner of difcharging the 
duty' IB which you are engaged, to ilrengthen that 
principle, from the want of which they derive 
their growth, the principle of charity. . Our 
hearers are fympathetic beings, and fuch of them 
as approve of our miniftry take a form, from that 
fpirit and manner that reigns in it. If yo^ are 
petulant, fuch in . general will they be. If yoa 
tire prone to debate, and fierce in condui^ng 
It, they will be difputatious and violent. If you 
are not meek, and kind, and heavenly*minded ; 
It will be expeding too much, to look for thefe 
iovely qualities among them, 

« 

£NT|REN£S8 OF CHARACTEE* 

Much of this addrefs has been given to the 
article of preaching ; and with great reafon, it is 
prefiimed. For however it may be undervalued 
by fome in the prefent age, it is uoqueftionably a 
moft important part of miniiierial duty. It ap^ 
pears to have been, in all periods, the great 
means that God has made ufe of for reclaiioing the 
irreligious, and edifying his church. And in many 
fituation3| particularly our lurge towns, it is, as 



has been already noticed, the anlj channel to 
fanadreds in the places through which tSucy an 
likely to receive any benefit from their nnmAer'Si 
fiudies : the population being fo grea^ that the 
inhabitants can be inftrufted, only e» vuifi. 

But while we give due honour to preachhi^ 
let it not efcape your attention, that it coeftitules 
byt one part of that fyftem of dudes, in everf 
particular of which, you are bound to be diligMit. 
After therefore you have delivered the dbfeoarie 
you have well fludied, let it not be thoa^k^ that 
you have done your week's work as mtniAers. 
Enquire what yoa have next to proceed to^ eidier 
as fupplemental to the inftru6i;ion you have de* 
tivered, or as a di6tinS; branch of paftoral iervice; 
There remain private counfel to be adminiftered ; 
the abodes of afflidion to be vifited ; the means 
of leflening ignorance, idlenefs, and profligacy, 
to be carried into efk&, ; and many other obliga- 
tions, in the difcharge of which, he who cao 
preach well may be fliamefuUy deficient For let 
it be remembered, that a fermon-mi^o*^ and a 
ininifter of the Gofpel, do not mean one and the 
fame thing. To preach (in a certain way) may 
coft fome men but little; and on that account 
fermons, like the quails in the wihiern^s, nuiy 
fisill in ftich abundance where they dwell/ as to be 
loathed ; while at the fame time a number of othef 
means of doing good are entirely aeglefled. Tbefii 
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an not the clergymen Aat are to be recooimeBdedi 
to yoa as yoor patterns^ We would rather divtft 
your eye to fuch a one as the well-known Bernard 
Gilpin *y who, with the labours of Ibe pulpit; 
conneSed whatever conld 1^ attempted by per* 
fonal admonition^ by the mild uie of autbtHi^, 
by the eierciie of difciplioe^ by the infiitntioa 
and infpedioD of fchools, and the encouragement 
of pioos youth, for ehriftianizing his parifli. To 
have, like him, a fyftem of* pailoral em]rfoyment; 
confifting of many parts^ all operating in their 
feveral kinds toward one refult ; to give eife£k to 
the whole, by beftowing diligence upon eveiy 
part ; and continually to look up to God for help, 
and iuccefs ; this ihould he your plan. 

I would not have the young clergyman, however, 
in refolving on fuch a plan, lay the whole ftrefs of 
ex portion on the performance of his profeffional 
duties; like thofe who look for no eflfe^ but 
where there is a noify operation. It (hould be 
fettled in his mind, that there is a mighty force ut 
esample attmcj and he ihould habituate himfelf to 
expeft much from that. Confider therefore the 
coniknt exhibition of Chriftianity ia your owb 
perfon, as a very principle reafon for which you 
dKrell among thofe you teach. Confider the eyea 

* See bit life written by one of his defcendants, the Ut« 
Mr. Gilpin, Vicar of Boldre, Hants* 
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of all yoor .flock as turned upon your life everjr 
day, as tbeir ears are open to yt>ur fermoa on the 
Sunday, and be defirous, that the exempUfication 
of what you teach may be complete. Teach them 
fay fafb, as well as by words. Shew them what 
obedience is, by being yourfelves obedient ; wliat 
fubmiffion is, by fubmitting patiently to what is 
trying; what kindnefs is,, by a£b of kindneis. 
Let them fee you afting conformably to your 
condition in life: liberal, if affluent; if confined 
to a flender income, neither complaining at your 
lot ; nor ridiculoufly folipitous to mak? it appear 
1>etter than it is; nor catering, by cringing or 
fordid arts, to render it fo. Let your life be aa 
example not only of virtue, but of fanfiity i and 
of fanfHty, endearing by amiablenefs, and illu- 
minated tby cheerfulnefs ; that the comnnon inftruc-* 
tor of the parifli may be accounted, not only end 
of the beft, but one of the happieft creatures in 
the place. I am much miftaken, if on examining 
into the caufes that, under God, contribute to 
the good effeS of a refident teacher's minifiry^ 
the greateft part of the operation would not be 
found to lie in this, that the inftrufior exemplified 
in his own perfon, what be enforced on bis audi* 
tory: that he was known to be the very man 
himfelf, which he taught others to be: that b^ 
not only 

" Allured to brighter worlds, bet led the way.'* 
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* As I Vfovld have you expeA much from ex* 
emplarinefs with refpeft to your flock, fo I would 
have you look for more good eife£l on the church 
in general from this caufe, than from any thing 
elfe that you may attempt for its improvement 
Iq an endeavour of the latter kind, you may 
miitake both your talents, and your commiflion ; 
and more offend by the feeming impertinence of 
your undertaking, than benefit by the ability with 
which it is executed, even ihould you not miilake 
your talents. Be recognized as the *' quiet in the 
** land ;'* as men, concerned to give a good ac- 
count to God of their behaviour in their own pro- 
vince, rather than difpofed to interfere in the 
province of another. Should it ever pleafe God 
to inveft you with any greater meafure of autho- 
rity than falls to the lot of a parochial minifter, it 
may then be time enough for you, to animadvert 
with feverity on* the conduft of the profeflion in 
general, if the cafe require it. In the mean time,' 
you will do well to confider, how uniightly a thing 
it is in the minifters of equal rank in the fame 
comiAunion, to accuie one another; and bow 
very clear the warrant ought to be, for a pro- 
ceeding, of which the common adverfaries of our 
church will be fure to avail themfelves \ You 

* As we are now in the uineteeoth century, il i« in vtin 
to mttempt to perfuade mankind, that a 'clergyman is, oia 
account of the facrednefs of his profeflion« no proper fubjedl 
•f reprehenfion. lu former times, there mi|;ht be fome hope 
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we at liberty to utter your own fenfe of the 
Artides of our Churcb, and, if attacked on thut 
ffoundt to endeavour to fliow that the interpretation 
of your opponent is indefenfible ; but to be ever 

4f getting the laity to admit this. But now, men of eyetf 
clafc HBuft ftsnd or fall by their condud* The privileges erf 
mn ord«r will avail nothing with the public^ unleb acconn 
panied by a correfpondiog behaviour. There feems to be at 
piefent quite enough of this unceremonious difpofition tpward 
flie clergy, even among the better educated. But if we 
deCbend to the next gradation of the community, there wm 
ftall find, not merely the feverity of juftice, for (hch of the 
prieithood as aA unworthily, but a Jacobinical fpirit of bof« 
tility toward the whole order. He therefore who fets about 
BKanuiaduring a- book out of the faults of clergymen, (a 
lind of authorfhip now much in demand) (hould conAder, 
who th^y are, to whom the appeal will be made ; and tvbat 
either Chriftianity or the pubhc will gain, by bringing the 
caiife before fuch a tribunal* Of one thing he may be aU 
fiired ; that his account will be received with pleafure bj 
thofe, who for the iake of themfelves, and their children, 
ought not to have the gratification. A book of this kind 
will be acceptable to the enemies of order, to the enemies of 
ChriAlanity, and to many of fuch of its friends as diflent 
irom the national church. I am forry Chat 'I have foiM 
yeafon for fayiog» that a work which lately appeared, and 
which I conceive is principally indebted for its fale, to the 
defamation of the eftabliihed churcl^ with which it is well 
%)iced, has had a very extenfive circulation among (he nou- 
conformiils. I refer to a book entitled, ** a Pkafor Re- 
«f MgionT by the late David Simpfon of Macclesfield. Tliis 
aoblication is iaid to have contributed much to the increafe 
•f leparatifmi in the north of England^ 

9 
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gcmding the clergy with the articles, «8 Tome do ; 
to be on all occafions fiinging them with the charge 
of un&ithful fubfcription ; is certainly not ihe 
way to conciliate thofe who may be wrong, (which 
is what fliould be attempted) but to fiimulate 
them to meafures of oppofition. Not one of 
them, does this condufi; convert from the alledged 
errror of his ways : not one, does it add to that 
dafs^ who are fuppoled to be of a better charafier. 
Whereas the filent foixe of exemplary miniftratxon 
in our own fphere of duty, provokes no reaction ; 
and on them who are near enough to obferve its 
operation, would in all probability gain approba- 
tion, without a demand; and win an oppofer, 
without any other ftruggle, than what be might 
/or a while have with his own prejudices. 

I do not mean by tbefe refleflions^ that you 
ihoold be unobfervant of the general fiate. of the 
church in which you ferve; or that you ihould 
not fo adapt your inftrudions to exiftiug circum- 
ftances, as to give them a tendency to counteraft 
any evils that prevail. The prefent declining ftate 
of religion among us» ought to lay on the heart 
of every fervant of Cbrift in the miniftry ; and 
he ihoald be ready to lend a helping hand for thf 
benefit of the whole *• But let him take care^ 

^ Tke aothor rtqndb, tfast this fentimsnl msjr be sdnitte^ 
•• sa ipcdoay fbr hit owa condud, in offeriDg tbe pfftCimt 
pubUcattea to fkm world. 
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that whatevtsr he does in this way, be.Aich. a9. 
becomes him, all things confidered. Let os.guard 
againft ofBcioufnefs ; and in the faithful difcbarge 
of what is unquefiionably our duty, wait for better 
tiroes ; looking for them, not fo much from fmart . 
and biting animadverfionS| as from that influence . 
froni Heaven on the hearts of men, the effe6b of 
which on all orders, I have made a feeble, attempt 
to defcribe, in a former part of this publication *. 

In the cautions you have been reading, it is . 
eafy to perceive, that there has been a continual 
reference to miftakes and faults^ committed by 

* It is a pleafure to recoUeft, that greatly as we have 
declined in religion, there are not wantiog foipe indicationt ^ 
of a returning ferioufnefs. Among thefe, we may reckon 
the revival of theological iludies : tiie works of our abler 
divines being now much more in demand, than they have been 
for many years. We may hope likewife, that the greatef 
qnantity of adual budnefs now done in tlie colleges of our 
two univerfitiea, will lead to an tncreafe of genuine clerical 
cfaaradter among our miniders* This well known iaA promifes 
to dock the church with fuch men as our great epic poet 
hoped to be numbered with ; ^^ not the mercenary crew of 
" falfe pretenders to learning, but the free and ingenuous 
** fort of fuch as evidently were bom for ftudy, and love 
** learning for itfelf, not for lucre, or any other end but 
** tiie fervice of God and tnith, and perhaps that taiUag. 
^ fame and perpetuity of praife^ which God and good men 
** have confented Hiall be the reward of ihofe, irhofe pdb- 
^ liihed labours advance the good of manUiid/' 

^ Milton ia.UsAfiAi>iU<>B^V<^ * 
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thofe of your own fentiments in religion* Their 
faults however, fliould not be the only points on 
which you fix your eye : for in fleering wide of 
them, you may be imperceptibly running upon 
fome oppofite danger. Look therefore all around 
you. And go not long at a time, without in- 
tervals appropriated to the examination of the 
feveral bearings of a Chrittian minifter's right 
courfe. 

I r 

Among other things neceifary for keeping a 
correft reckoning, it may be advantageous, to 
make it a rule of life, to set apart certain portions 
of your time, for revifing the paft aftfl of your 
spiniftry. Look over the ferinons you have deli- 
vered, and enquire^ whether with refpefi to them, 
any current unperceived have carried you too far« 
If become more cautious of giving offence, fee 
whether you are not diminifhing in energy and 
decifion. When difentangling yourfelves from 
minute points, you are taking more general 
views, fee whether fome primary objeds are not 
lofing their neceflary difiindnefs and individuality. 
When endeavouring to fupply the deficiency of 
practical inflruflion in the difcourfes of fome who 
preach evangelical doArines, fee whether you 
are not verging towards mere natural religion. 
At all times, let it be a particular fubjed of exa- 
mination with you, to know whether you are en- 
deavouring to cany the purpofes of Chrift intp 
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eJfcQ among men. To prefervc an nnabab'ng 
littention to this great defign of your vocation, it 
may be ufeful, when you have delivered a fermon, 
to enquire, whether Chrift approves of what you 
have done. Conceive of him as prefent, and thus 
appealing to your underftanding and confcience : 

* Was this my intention, in placing you in that 

* pulpit, in which you lately ftood ? Do you con- 
' ceive, that thi^ is exa6tly what you fhould have 
' aimed at, on the occafion ? Do you believe, that 
^ this is calculated to forward that purpofe for 
' which I came into the worlds laid down my life, 

* and ordained your order?' Seek on every occa* 
(ion to anfwer, with a good confcience, to fuch 
queftions from Him, on whofe bufinefs you are 
placed among men. Habitually concerned to be 
approved of him, you will be kept from fwerving 
on either hand from your dire£t eourfe. If yoa 
fee faults in thofe who preach important truths, 
you will not on that account go over to the world. 
If you perceive the neceffity of difcretion in the 
difcharge of your office, you will watch againft its 
degenerating into cowardice. If you fee the ex- 
pediency of taking more pains with your fermon^ 
the pains you beftow on them will not be fuch as a 
temporizer would ufe, but fuch as tend to render 
them ftill morQ forcible, more convincing, more 
perfuafive, more adapted to roufe the fleeping cod- 
fcience. Your difcourfes will not be more ac- 
commodated to the tafle of worldiv minds, but 
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oetter calculated to divorce them ifrom the objeds 
to which they are wedded ; to feparate them from 
their idols, and effedually turn them to the living 
God. Though better compofed, they will ftill 
come from the heart; they will have a holy cha- 
ra6ler; and will pleafe Him, in whofe name you 
fpeak to the world. To fome, you may appear to 
be aiming at higher reputation; but He '^ who 
^' fearches the heart" will know, that you are en- 
deavouring to execute the commifTion be gave you^ 
with greater effeft And you, confcious of this» 
though fenfible of the imperfe&ion of your work^ 
will leave your endeavours with Him whom you 
have fought to pleafe, with that fimple prayer 
which Nehemiah uttered : Think upon me, my God, 
forgoodf according to all thai I have done for this 
people^. 

CAUTIONS IN BELATION TO NEGLECT^ OR ILL 

TREATMENT. 

How all thefe endeavours to be bleflings to your 
country, may refult with refped to your temporal 
intereft, b a matter of (light confideration, com- 
pared with your obtaining the approbation of 
Him, in wbofe prefence I have been coniidering 
yoQ as fianding. And indeed, there feems to be 
fo litde encouragement to ezpe6t any other reward^ 

^ Ncfaeoi. V. l^. 
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you of Martyrdom. Think of fome of your pre- 
deceflbrs, entering upon minifterial fervice with 
the certainty before them, not only of receiving 
no earthly reward, but of dying under the hands 
of the executioner, for being fo employed. Let 
us be thankful, that Chriftian zeal and love are 
not now put to fuch proofs; and learn to bear 
with meeknefs thofe lighter trials^ which may yet 
Accompany minifterial fidelity. 

Nor is it unworthy of confideration, that it may 
contribute greatly to the inftruflion of the Chrif- 
tian world, for fome meafure of perfonal incon- 
venience to attend the exercife of piety, if it be 
patiently borne* And for the miniflers of the 
Church efpecially, it feems as if it were always 
boil, that they.ihould have fomething to feel, by 
which they might as it were have communion with 
the martyrs. This indeed, may be the condition 
of fome who have preferment, yea, of fome who are 
in very eminent fiations of the Church. However 
external decencies be preferved toward them^ they 
may have a tafte of this bitter cup ; not indeed, in 
the form of indigence, but in one equally diftafte* 
ful. They may find contradiflion and contumely 
ready to rife up againlt them, whenever they at* 
tempt any thing for the advancement of religion. 
So that they whofe hearts are fet upon doing good 
in thefe high ftations, envied as they may be for 
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their fuppofed freedom from all want and trouble, 
have perhaps many a forrowful hour; and go tq 
their knees as opprefled creatures, to beg of the 
fame Lord you ferve, to fupport f^nd parry them 
forward in their duty. Think not therefore, that 
fuffering falls only tq your lot ; and if it do, let 
not a murmur be heard from you: for that, with- 
out in the lealt bettering your condition, will de- 
prefs your character, by making you appeaf^, 
fonder of the world than coniifb Mith your pro- 
felfions. 

Be willing then, to go without prefermept, if 
you ftill have the opportunity of admioiflering tp 
the falvation of mankind. Learn to confider the 
work^ as the befl part of the office: and be con- 
tent to receive the wages in any form, in which it 
may pleafe your heavenly Father that it fhall be 
paid \o you; whether as the amount of tytbes^ 
the endowment of a lefturefliip, or the flipend of 
a curate* And left the fum Ihould be fmall, guard 
againft all expeniiye habits. Be not fuch a flave 
to fancy, as to conceive, that you cannot do witli- 
'out a horfe, or a man fervant, or ^ hqufe of fuch 
a fize. It has been well faid : " If you wilh tq 
** enrich a perfon, ftudy not to incre$^fe his (lores, 
*' but to diminifli his deiires." By praftifing this 
method upon yourfelf, you will acquire the art of 
|)ecoming independent^ on a ilender income: an 
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attainment creditable to your vocatioOi and com- 
fortable to yourfelf. It will give dignity to your 
iexample for men to fee, that 

** No falft defiret^ no pride-created wants, 
Difturb the peaceful current of your time/' 

Befides that it may be for the welfare of your 
own fouls, that you poflefs not much of the goods 
of this world ; it ought to be confidered, that in 
an age in which the Chriftian miniftry is often re- 
prefented as a mere human inftitution, contrived 
for the purpofe of gain, it may be the will of 
Him who ordained this, appointment for the fal- 
vation of men, that among his minifters there 
ihould be fome feen, vi^hofe alliduity cannot be fairly 
attributed to worldly motives. And indeed it 
tends much, both to refute the cavils of infidelity 
againft aAanding miniftry, and to incline mankind 
to avail themfelvesof it for their good, to fee, that 
there are men in the fervice of the Churchy who 
appear to have chofen their profeflion, on account 
of the pleafure they find in its employments; who 
can devote talents, which in other callings would 
fecure to them a better income, to a profeflion by 
which their temporal intereft is never likely to be 
advanced; who can lay themfelves out, in youth 
and manhood, for the propagation of Chriftian 
truth, without the profped of obtaining thereby 
tven a decent provifion for their old age. Be 
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content, for the fake of the good that may be de-: 
rived from fuch difinterefted zeal, to ftand in tha^ 
clafs of labourers which mud never look for pre- 
ferment 

With a mind thus divefted of all expectation of 
earthly reward, and labouring in your vocation 
with pious acquiefcence in this circumftance, you 
have then to take care, that your devotednefs be 
not debafed with any faturnine mixture. Do 
not be fond of confidering yourfelves, as a poor 
perfecuted divifion of the prieithood; for this i^ 
apt to beget a conti*a6ted and peeviih habit of 
mind. Every thing is viewed as in a ftate of hof* 
tility, by thofe who indulge this melancholy idea 
of themfelves. What does not ftridly accord with 
their own views, they are apt to afcribe to the 
worft of motives : Every objection is fet down for 
determined oppofition; and the mildeft mode of 
uttering a difference of opinion, as no better than 
a fmoothly exprefled difcovcry of an adverfe mind. 
Cherifh more manly and chearful ideas. Aim at 
magnanimity of mind. Remember, that though 
not in the way of preferment, you are ftill Eng- 
liihmen : you partake, with the reft of your fellow 
citizens, of all the comforts of a free government, 
and equal laws; and are fure of meeting with 
refpeft and efteem, where you refide long enough 
to be well known, if your deportment be fuch aa 
l)ecomes your profeffiout 
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'do- Befides being neglefted, you may have to bear 

^^t the reproach of being wanting in thofe natural 

'* afie^ionS) which you may be confcious of pof* 

feffing to a very high degree. Though you know 

that you have the perpetuity and profperity of the 

Ellabliflied Church at heart, love your country, 

and almoft adore the conititution, yet becaufe 

you cannot fpeak the language of intemperate 

partifanSi you may be accounted true to none of 

them* Let not this, or any other unmerited fuf- 

picion, be fuffered to four your temper; as it may 

do, if you confider this undeferved return for your 

good endeavours, in the light of ingratitude. Set 

it down rather to the account of human weaknefs; 

and refolve, that, inftead of making you lefs foli«> 

citous to deferve an honourable opinion of your 

charaAer, it fiiall make you, with invincible fweet* 

liefs of difpofition, moreitudious of convincing men, 

that your mind is deeply interefied in the good of your 

country, the fiability of all its wife arrangements^ 

the harmony of fociety, and^ th^ prefent, as well 

as everlafting happinefs of every individus^K IVke* 

ther you fucceed or not, yet work up againft the 

fiream that fets in againft you ; like him who faid 

to thofe who flighted him, IwiUvery gladly fptnd 

and be /pent for you^ though the more abundantly 

floveyoUf the Ufs f be IfroedK 

f 2 Coi; xii« 15« 
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That great pattern of minifterial excellence who 
uttered jthefe words, had bimfelf to experience 
$he " bard meafure" of which we are fpeaking. 
But bow differently did the evil operate on him^ 
to what it does on tbofe who are overcome by if. 
Although fuch was his affe6:ion for his country- 
men, that be could have wiihed bimfelf, «W()tf&» 
u¥cn dwo ri Xpifi*p for their fakes, yet was he ex-*- 
ecrated by thetn ! But what was ftill roore trying 
to human nature in his cafe, wa% that a large pro^ 
portion of his Chrifiim countrymen were difaf- 
fe£ted to him. Who would have thought, that 
after fuch extraordinary labours as he performed ; 
fuch fufferings as he had undergone in the caufe 
of that Saviour in whom they believed; and fuch 
pains as Ije took to obtain contributions frou) the 
Gentile converts for the relief of the Chriftiansin 
Judea; it (bould be deemed neceffary for him, to 
go through a certain ceremony in order to qonci* 
liate their efteem ? Let it never be forgotten, how^ 
ever, that inftead of uttering any indignant ex- 
pi%lIion when the reafon for this meafure was af- 
figned, as a man of fuch exquifite feeling was 
likely to do, the Apoftle makes not the leaf( difl&« 
fculty of doing what was propofedf. 

* Rom. ix. 3. 
t Ads xxi. 20-— 26. 
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One could wilhi that the example of a man who, 
though he had extraordinary r^afons fqr pro- 
ceeding folely on his own views, could Qeverthe* 
lefsy with fuch a grace, accommodate himfelf to 
the opinion of others, were borne in mind by thofe, 
whom a confcioulnefs of right intention is apt to 
carry to an indecent degree of /elf-deierminatiofL 
There have been men of religious charader, who, 
finding no approbation of their condu6; come 
from its proper quarter, not only ceafe from 
endeavouring to obtaiq it, but fet it at nought 
To the opinion of others, and even of them to 
whom, on account of their talents or fituation, it 
is a kind of outrage not to pay refped, no defe* 
rence is fliown: * They do not underfiand the 
< matter. We are the fervants of the Lord. Wc 
* are doing his work, and muft be guided by him.* 
7his is the language fometimes held by ferious 
men* But let not fuch contempt of others have 
^ny place in your mind. Accuftom yourfelves to 
believe, that there is wifdom and piety to be found 
among them, who do not think exaClly as you do 
on every point And be ready to fliow an example, 
in your own perfon, of that honour, which a 
Chnftian ininifter Ihould teach men to give to 
thofe, '' to whom honour is due" by the very place 
they hold« 

Nor let there be any departure from the accuf* 
(omed civilities of human intercourie. Moch of 
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the comfort of life is derived from thefe things ; 
and of this comfort you partake with the reft, and 
are bound to make a return in kind. It is pra-> 
bably to that bleffed religion of which you are mi-r 
nifters, that we muft in a great meafure jifcribe 
the extent to which they prevail, in an improve4 
ftate offociety. That benign fyftem, mixing with 
progreflive refinement, having infufed a fpirit of 
humanity and kindnefs into the minds and manners 
of men, which greatly moderates the mifchievous 
tendency of our pailions. Bear your part then^ 
in keeping this alive among mankind. Be ready 
to accept of civilities, and to return them. And 
that you may do this fpontaneoufly, cherifli a 
gentle and obliging difpofition toward all, with 
whom you may be connefled, of whatever cha- 
ra£ber they be with refpeQ; to religion; fuch as 
will give an air of eafe and good humour to your 
ordinary deportment. 

Yet, let it never be out of your recoUeftion, that 
you are liable to a temptation of an oppofite na- 
ture ; that of endeavouring to conciliate the world, 
by aifuming the chara6ter it is mod likely to favour. 
Nothing is there to be mentioned, againit which 
you, in particular, have greater need to be on 
your guard, than the world. Its influence is death 
to all the virtues that conftitute excellence in 
your profeflion. Beware of it, therefore, where- 
ever you perceive it : whether among the learned^ 
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or the ignorant; the elegant, or the vulgar; th6 
dignified, or the bafe. Look upon it, in what- 
ever Ihape it appear, as the enemy of Chrift; the 
great corruptor of his religion; the bane of the 
Church ; the feducer of her minifters; the prin- 
cipal deftroyer of the fouls of men. And never 
forget,* that you are placed where it afls, for the 
exprefs purpofe of counterafting its operation. 
Nor let it efcape you, that its operation is to be 
looked for, not exclufively in fecular aftairs, but 
in thofc of religion likewife ; where you are fure 
to find it in oppofition to genuine piety, and gene- 
rally, though not invariably, in arms againft found 
doctrine. 

It is not for you, therefore, to think of pafling 
quietly through a country, where fuch mifchief is 
doing. If you would be effeftive members of 
your order, you muft not content yourfelves with 
a^ing on the defenfive: you muft have your plans 
of otTenfiye operation, and ftand always ready to 
carry them into effed. Let this purpofe be in 
your heart on all occaiionss even in the very a6l 
of exchanging tbofe civilities, to which an atten- 
tion has been recommended. In conforming to 
thefe cuftoms, let no paltry view to your own ac- 
commodation, be fuffered to mix with the motive 
of your adion : Let it proceed from pure kind- 
nefs. Defire nothing, but to rife more above the 
world yourfelves, and to refcue thofe out of its 
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kaildfl^ wiiom it may deceive or enflav^. Siipe^ 
f iority to it is your ftrength. 

And in order to keep this fuperiority alive in 
you, I would have you learn to endure the priva- 
tions, which may be impofed on you for floing 
your duty; and not to be looking about you, to 
fee, if what you may be difappointed of from one 
part of mankind, cannot be made up by another. 
Be independent of all men. If thofe who have 
the emoluments of the Church at their difpofal^ 
leave you to penury and negleA^ yet bear your 
condition with an ere6t mind; and be not like 
thofe, who when deferted by their own, will enter 
any door that opens to them, whoever keep the 
houfe. , You will find people ready to receive you, 
who though they commend your preaching, have 
no attachment to the Church in which you ferve. 
To them you may go for entertainment as often 
as it fuits you, if you can endure to (it and hear 
the ecclefialtical eliabliihment cenfured, and the 
members of your profeifion vilified. But take 
none of their favours. Be true to that body to 
which you belong. Live in abfolute Iblitude, rather 
than be a hanger-on at the lioufe of fome wealthy 
citizen of this defcription, who takes credit for 
being the patron of all good men, but under tliis 
catholic guife, is an encourager of feparatifm; 
and at whofe table you are fet dov^n with reli- 
gionifts of every form and fti»pe: fome of then% 
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irregular and eccentric in the extreme; otbeilB^ 
not of the bed political fentiments; others, hoitile 
to th^ Eflablifhed Church. Cultivate that inde- 
pendence of fpirit, which will prevent your form- 
ing fo unnatural an alliance^ in aid of your want 
of encouragement in your own proper conneftiona. 
It will not make you difdain a Chriftian of another 
communion : It will notmake you forward to break a 
lance with a feftary: but it will preferve you from 
the meannefs of accepting favours, where, if you 
are heartily attached to the Eftablilhed Church, it 
is impoilible there can be any cordiality^ 

There are two roads open to the favour of men- 
One lies, in joining the popular cry againft tbofe 
whom it has become the faihionto traduce. When 
confcience will notfuffer us to take this way, there 
is another before us; which is, to draw as many 
as poflible about us, of thofe who coalefce with us, 
make what we can of them by accommodating 
ourfelves to their habits and manners, and care 
nothing for the reft of mankind. * Ijet others be 

* difgufted; let their delicacy be wounded, or 

* their good fenfe offended: we have got our 

* friends, and know what will pleafe them.' And 
do we call this giving up the world? Rather call 
it, giving up one world, for another. It is leaving 
the greater world, for one, which though of 
much fmaller dimeniions, is ftill large enough for 
oor convenience. God's way however, is neither 



368 

« 

of thefc. To walk in that, is to fubmit to be 
mifcalled by the voice of flander; and even to be 
mifunderftood by the good, if that be our lot; 
and to go forward in the path of duty, with Urn- 
plicity, charity, and fortitude ; though from men, 
we receive neitlier honour nor reward, 

CONCLUSION* 

The advice given to you in this Addrefs, claims 
no further attention, than what its agreement with 
the fpirit of Holy Writ n\ay entitle it to receive. 
By that ftandard let it be examined, and accord- 
ingly treated. Conceiving that it accords with 
that ereat law, by which all minifterial proceed- 
ings ftiould be regulated, I canngt but exprefs my 
firm perfuafion, that, incomplete ^ it is in many 
refpefts, it points out a way by which you may 
become, not only ufeful, but refpefted by thofe 
among whom you live, as true and faithful minifters 
of the Church of England. So tha^ if any thing 
from the prefs reach them, in which the public are 
informed, that there exifts within the pale of the 
Eftabliflied Church, a fet of men, diffeminating li- 
cehtious opinions, while they claim the fole credit 
of preaching the Gofpel; pretending to be in- 
fpired, and teaching their admirers to think them- 
felves alike favoured; refufing to liften to autlio* 
rity, and affuming apofiolical funftions themfclves; 
ignorant, arrogant, petulant; combining to depre? 
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eiate the reft of the clergy ; and aiming at the 
fubverfion of the Church, by innovations in doc** 
trine and practice; — they will not recognife their 
own minifter in the publication. So little will the 
defcription agree with your proceeding?^ that, 
perhaps, they will not even fufpe6t it to have any 
reference to you. And if fuch an idea be fug- 
gefted to them, they will rejed the account as a 
flander. 

To be fairly appreciated where you can be 
known, is as much as you can reafonably expert 
in this world. With this therefore be content. 
And though not unconcerned at any indifcrimi* 
Date accufations, which may prefent fuch men as 
you are to the public eye under a bad afpc6i; 
yet, if fuch things occur, meet them with Chrif- 
tian meeknef3y and endeavour to think charitably 
of thofe who bring them forward. 

As grounds for this chariable conftrudion, con* 
iider, how many things there may be to miflead 
the authors of fuch reprefentations, as involve 
your cbaraAers with thofe of the perfons whofe 
faults you avoid. There may be fome circum- 
ftances common to you and them: you and they 
may be alike diftinguiihed, by ftrenuoully main- 
taining certain dofiirines, not generally incul- 
cated; alike excite attention, by an earneftnefs 
of addreisi not ufually heard; you may be fol« 
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lowed by feme of their hearers ; mnd be equalty 
-approved^ if not by all, yet by the more fimpla^ 
hearted and lefs-difcerning of their fupporters* 
While to many thefe coincidences are vifible, 
your own entire example may be at too great a 
diftance from the obfervers, to be feen by them*. 
When you confider, that little is likely to be ge^ 
nerally known of the bed of thofe who admit tho 
truth of your leading principles, their coiifcien^ 
tioufnefs and humility keeping them at home, 
while thofe who can lead bear infpeflion are erer 
thrufting themfelves into public notice ; |iid that 
it is natural for men, through fome- appearances 
of famenefs, to confound things which materially 
differ from each other; you will not find your* 
felves under the neceffity of afcribing it to ma- 
lignant intention, if you are made to anfwer for 
the conduCb of the leaft vii tuous, the leaft wife, 
or the leaft delicate of thofe, who preach the 
doftrines you confider yourfelves bound to en- 
force. 

Let it be enough for you, that you have done 
your beji to avoid incurring fuch cenfures. Stand 
clear in your own mind, that they do not apply to 
you; and patiently endure them, without the 
leaft remiffion of thofe duties, which tend to the 
ftability and profperity of that Church, you may 
be accufed of endeavouring to corrupt or fub- 
yert Be firm in declaring that^ which you 
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Wlieve to be of eternal confequdnce to mem 
But 

^ Still in thy right hand carry gentle'peace* 

** Let all the ends, thou aim'il at| be thy countiy'f^ 

^ Thy God's, arid truth's/' 

Love mankind; and labour for their falvationi 
Pity and pray for the miftaken. In a little time, 
all mifreprefentation will be fully obviated, fie 
thankful to God, that the confli^i: with worldly 
principles^ in which vital Chriftianity has ever 
been engaged, is not now accompanied with any 
hazard fo your perfon. And forget not, that 
while the faithful difpenfer of the doctrines taught 
by our reformers, may with impunity tread in 
their fteps, the Church which thofe venerable men 
founde d yet ftands,"* with all her great truths ftill 
in pofleffion; notwithftanding that many have at« 
tempted to rob herjof this treafure. Avail your- 
felves of this aufpicious circumftance, while yet 
it continues* And account nothing of your per^ 
fonal inconveniences, in comparifon of fo lament* 
able an event, as that of feeing this Church fall 
, into the hands of thofe, who would mould her into 
a conformity with their own corrupt opinions* 



And now, O thou moft holy and gracious God, 
the author and fource of all good ; deign to look 
down with a favourable eye, on this humble at* 
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tempt to ferve the caufe of true Religion. Tbou 
who fearcheft the heart, knowefl from what mo* 
tives this work was undertaken; and with what 
difpoiitions it has been conducted. Thou knoweft 
that it is not the produS; of any felfifh view; and 
that notliing has been fet down in malice, nothing 
wantonly aflerted, or lightly written. Thou 
knoweft what carefulnefs has been exercifed, that 
nothing be mifreprefented ; that no chriftian mind 
be wounded; that no evil be done, by negligently 
purfuing a good end ; that no further divifions be 
made in the religious world; nor any additions 
made to the troubles which now afflid focipty. 
Thou knoweft, that thy fervant has had the hap- 
pinefs of mankind in view; and how much he 
would rejoice, to fee them all reconciled to God, 
and to each other. 

Yet, as he is a frail creature, he may have 
miftaken his duty in the unde;*taking itfelf; or if 
not wrong in this refpeft, he may have failed in 
the performance. And if he have done fo, as it is 
probable he has in fome part; — If he have ad- 
vanced any thing that is erroneous ; If he havoi 
overcharged any ftatement; or expreffed any un- 
chriftian temper; he prays, not only to be for- 
given, but that he may fee and repent of his fault 

Deeply impreiTed with a fenfe of the infuffi* 
eiency of ali human attemptS| unlefs thy ble0iog^ 
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Mcompany them, he makes his prayer to Thee 
that thou wouldeft be pleafed to accomplifli the 
end St which this work aims; by whatever means 
it feems good unto thee to choofe for the pur« 
pofe, 

O let it pleafe thee to have compaflion upon all 
the nations of Europe, in this awful period of 
human affairs, in which wickednefs has feized the 
powers of the world, and made the hearts of men 
to tremble at the fad experience of new calamities^ 
and the apprehenfion of further ti*ials. And amidft 
the variety of fears with which men are now exer- 
cifed, O regard the anxieties of tbofe, who are 
particularly concerned for the interefts of true 
Religion. Hear their prayers, and grant, that 
not only the profeffion of Chriftianity may be 
fiill preferved in the world, but that its nature 
may be well underftood; its principles be felt; 
and its fruits made to abound, amidft all the 
fiorms by which it may be threatened. 

And that it may be thus in our own country ia 
particular, vouchfafe, O Lord, unto all them to 
whom the interefts of Religion and Morals are 
entrufted in this land, a ferious concern to do 
their utmoft in their behalf. And be pleafed to 
hear this prayer for them more efpecially, who 
are appointed to minifter in the Church. Grant 
that they may confider the folemn account they 
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jiave to fender unto thee, and their parfkulatr 
chargei to nouriih the people with found doc** 
trineS; as well as to fet them an example of godly 
life. 

And grant unto all that arc faithful iii thii 
office, grace to be patient and meek, under any 
trials they may have to endure, and careful to 
remove every juft ground of offence; uniting cbsL-^ 
rity with zeal, and example with do3;rine; that if 
they receive no earthly reward ibr t^ir labours^ 
they may be blelTed with thy peace in their hearts^ 
and rejoice in the well-grounded hope of here** 
after receiving a crown of glory« 

Have mercy, O Lord, not only on our Churchi 
lut on all other Chriftian communions; and be 
pleafed to recover fuch ef them as may have de^ 
]>arted from the purity of the true faith, or hav« 
become loofe in pra6lice. And grant unto all 
who remain uncorrupted among them, the wifdom 
to avoid all needlefs contentions; that inftead of 
dividing the Chriftian world, they may exert their 
ftrength againft its common enemies, and Mr« 
neftly endeavour, under thy dire£lion and blef* 
fing to fave the age from infidelity and impiety. 

O may the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
lefus Chrift be further extended among mankind. 
Let neither ambition nor falfe policy, nor cor-f 
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rupt reafoning, be fuffered to prevail againft that 
eternal purpofe of thy wifdom and love, which 
thou hall ordained for the glory of thy name, and 

the falvation of men. 

I 

Hear, O Lord, this fincere prayer, through the 
mediation of Jefus Cbrift, our Advocate and 
Redeemer; to whom with thee, and the Holy 
Choft, be all honour and glory, world without 
end' Amen. 



INDEX, 



A. 

ACT of i^eraium^ abufe 6f it noticea, 20. 

Amaidmentf a general one, not to be expeded unlefs pro* 

noted by men in authority, 194. 
4^iemt tiwiet^ virtues of, how their re-appeafaoce would be 

refpeded by many, 242. 
Apo/toHcaiJwce^limt cannot be traced in the miniftry of feme 

of the foreign Proteilant Churches, 96$. 
Jnmmt^t agreed with Calvin on the fubjeft of juftification, 

75. 
Affize Sermam noticed^ 870« 
Atterhmryn Bijhof^ quoted, 84. 
4^tkorJhif^ not always taken up by the beft of a dafs, 17^ 



Aacofi, Lofdt quoted, f92» 554. 

BtUei'i Scriptwre Poiitickt quoted, S77. 

Boarding fchook for fitU, the lower kind of them noticed, 

284. 
Books of the defamatorjf Aimfy much in demandi 950, note. 

Such of them as have the faults of clergymen for their 

mat^rialSy contribute to the increafe of infidelity and 

profanenefs, Md* 
Blirfo quoted, 342. 

Cc 
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Btirnct^ Bijiopy his account of the rife of a hew fchobl of 
preachers, 1 30. His afltdtiity in his diocefe, 242, noti^ 
His admirable Letter to Charles H. referred to, 345^ 
note. Was an advocate for voluntary meetings of the 
elergy, to confer with one another on the deities of theil* 

6. I 

Caltinijmt iii opprbbriunr accounted for, 46 — 49. Obje^ed 
to, by fome of the clergymen called evangelical^ 
51, 52. A matter of private faithy in fome, 55, Not 
rnVariably adopted from pre^dilpoiition, 6i. Difficul- 
ties of, more feh by devovt nnids of fupenor under* 
ftauding, than by tbofe Hf inferior endowments, 62, 
note» Some contented to remain neutral on this fub- 
jed, 62. Devout men on different fides of the queftion 
defcribed, 66 — 69. Whether the petwmen of Holy 
Scripture had fnch a fyfteni in their thoughts, 71, note. 
Has no influence in dsterring fome clergymen who hol4 
it, from any proisfional endeavours .they would othe^ 
wife make, 73, 74. Caution from Biihipp liorfley, ta 
f hofe who attack il, 75^ 

CahiftiJtSf maintain the neceflity of holiaeif, ^7'-*60« 

t'tt^tn of ike datgy^ how they may be turned to |he ad^ 
vantage of the accoied party, t{38-«»2dO. 

Cfiafh^t quoted, 1-66. 

Change rf hearty continued inftanees of, ftanding evidence of 
the divine origin of Chriftianity, 9I^^96. Thcn^ who 
maintain its ueeeifity do not affirm^ that it is in au oafea 
inllafitaneous, 97; noir dileard the iaflrumental meant, 
of religion, m^-99' Exemplified ia a Afe, 100— IM, 
Sentiments of Archdeacon Paley on it, 1 03-— 104, 106. 
Whether it be proper to bring the fubjed before a Chri€*. 
tian audience, 99--*07» 

Ckara^evy of worldly-minded clergymen^ 29 — Zl* Of the 
true Church of England paftor, 163^18$. Of a toif- 
fionary, M6. Of a devout judge, 2ZO*-*27a. Of a piotis 
fenator, 277. Of a devout CalvibiR, 46. Of a devoof 
Araiinian^ 67* 

^^iftdn^ recommended to pious eleisyme»iaderiiegledr 

360. . 
Chkist, did not impart all he knew, 3<2>«-3d4« ^ Whether, 

* endeavouring to carry his purpofes4aU> fShBk^ »iiiefBf 



INDEX. 

<]ueAion for a miuider to put to himfelf on all occafions/ 
353. 
ChriftiaMttj/, not merely a fyllem of ethics^ 2i7> dS3| «ofe» 

It9 paramount aulhofity, 270. 
Chrijiian profeffion^ a cuufiftent one defcribed, 280«*-S84. 
Church of England^ worihipof commendedy 111, 1J2. Mo«. 
derate iu dodrine, i\% Every means of faWation 
to be found in it» 113. The care of divine Providence 
over it« in certain periods, 1212. Danger of making any 
alteration in it, 124, natt* Unitarians wifli to get into 
it, 125» note. 

Churcheif neceffity for the eredion of an additional numberi 
alledged by ieveral refpedable perfons, S4» note. 

Ciergy of the Chmrck of &igbmdt their ejedion from their 
benefices by the adverfaries of epifcopacy, unnoticed by 
the vindicators of the Puritans» 115t note. Their lite* 
lary reputation, 217* Importance of a fpirit of devo^ 
tion in their chara^r, 218. Are not improved by being 
addreflcd in a compUmeolary ftyle« 228< Unceremo- 
nious difpofition toward tliem in the preCent age, 349, 
note. 

Clergymen of Mfereut ranks and endummenis^ their difpofition 
and behaviour t4>ward each other, in a profperous ftate 
of religion, 262, 2£d. 

Cier g fm e m modtraieiy hemefked^ the abridgment of their com- 
forts iio«ieed, 276, noi€* 

CitHeai n m Mtwgi f an aocovnt of thole held among the clergy 
called evangelicalr 141 — 14d» 145. On what ground 
ob)eaionable, 143—145, 147. AfTociatious of this 
kind racoaunended by Bifliop Burnet, 146* 

Cierkal pr^<^ fi o n ^ Cscular inducements to enter into it no- 
ticed, 28. 

Common peopk^ diCculty of managing^ whether we endea* 
vourto render them sealoos, or candid, in religion, 343. 
In an alarming ftate of preparation for any commotioni 
235. 

Condiiionif piejudicea refpediog this term noticed, 82. 
Some caution neceflary in the ufe of it, 88 — 9i« 

Controver/eOf ttaoy owe their begMMUog entirely to the 
mtntfters of the tinas in which they commenced, •340, 

Coafrovcisl^, ou^t not generally lo be brought into parochial 
fermons, 340. Faults of ibme fenner periods in this 
lefpeft, 342. When a degree of it may be juftifiabk, 
and how it Aould be m anayd, 343. 

ComUry-kmifiOt Che fituation of aaany, uB&Tourable lo reli. 
giaoi f • 

Cc 2 • 
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Country tw£n9^ the diflbluteuefs of many, 9* 

Cowper^ quoted, l6l, 250. 

Crimination of the clergtf^ the indecency of this, io one of 

ordinary rank in the profeflioui 34p. Converts none of 

the erroneous, 351. 



U. 

Decorum in the performance of clerical duties^ a ftrung fenfe of 

it felt ih the prefent age, 340. Ought never to be vio« 

lated, ibid. 
Decreesy Divine, dofirine of, variation of the feutiments of 

the Enghlh clergy refpedting, in difterent periods, 46^^ 

48. Qualifications required io an author, who under^ 

takes this prr>foufid fubjed. 6y — 72. 
Devotional Jpint^ defchhed, 218. Argument may have little 

effect f if this be wanting, 2 If;. 
Difficult ie$ of the PredefiiMarian doctrine^ who feel thdm moil| 

62, note. 
Difficulties of the prtfetit times, pref:» with great force on the 

clergy, 276, note. 
Difgvfting circMthJiances, ffinte which accompany the miniftry 

of pious cltrgymen noticed, 300. 
DifaJfeHiofi, the quantity uf it exiting among the artitant 

and manufadtucrs of this country, 235,. iio/r. 
Dijfentcrs, not to be difbonoured for being fucb, 14, ttof#. 
DoStrine, iinjjortance of a clergyman's uttention to it, 2S6» 

Otfervation ot Dean Rennel refpe^ing it^ 297. 
Drudges oj the cimimvmtyy little thought of, as imoiOTtal cre^i- 

lurei», by tlieir employers, 6. 



Eaineftnefs in religionfV/hj not a prefumption againft a perfoir 
in the prefent times, 39* Probability of its decreafe ia 
the decline of life, 40. * 

Ecckjiajiical f/tabiyhmmt^ its benefit to a llate^ 26. 

Ejfujifm oj thefpirit of grants by what circumftances it would 
be charaderized: an evident ferioulbefs in tha minifier» 
of rehgioB,'S56. A Arikin^ agreement among them, in 
making the fubjed of our redemption by Chrill promi-' 
msnt in their difcourfea, d57« lucreafing illuminatioa 

^ never deereafing a regard to pradical piety, 257* Ab^ 
ftrufe difauflions avoided in the pulpit, 268* Unfit 



INDEX, 

blfters difcredtietl, 259- Lay preaching diniiuiflied« 
259> note, TberepuU'd Hutu re oi fome gpod men low- 
eredy 260. The impert'edions of fume minilicitt cor^ 
reded by the excellence generally prevailing in the pro- 
feffiouy Sdk). The wifdoin and virtue both of autient 
and modern times exhibited, $6l. Concord beiwe»;ii 
rlergymen of dtflerent iituaiions and endowments,' 362, 
363. Catholicifm, towards foreign Proteftant Churches, 
264. Toward diflenters, 2()5« Toward the moil bigotted of 
thofe who live in the fear of God, 268» Opportunities 
in fecular offices faTOurable to the promotion of Chrif- 
tiau piety, improved to that end^ 3/'(i — 279* A Chrif* 
tian profeflion expreflive, not of Ihowy attainments, 
but folid virtues, S80 — 293. A ftyle of living among 
the middle orders, becoming their condition, 284. The 
families of the lower clafs« good uurlVries for domeftic 
fervants, 2S5. Many public eviU reduced, 286. Nq 
often tation in the perfons who may be tlie inftrumepts of 
it, 287- Nothing relative to government, fcieuce, tafte^ 
Of lawful pleafure, dillurbed, 288, 289. 
Eiifabcthf advantages that refulted to the reformation, . from 

the length of her reign, 121, 123. 
Epi/toiaiy part$ of the New Tefiament^ the fentiments of thofe 
who depreciate them confidert*d, 322, n(ite* The fub« 
ftance of all the dodhnes contained in them, to be 
found in the diCbouriies of Cliriu, 323, note^ 
Evatfgtliealf reafoua why tliis term Ihould not be abandoned, 

or flighted, 302. 
Evangelical clergymm^ the perfons fo called, not univerfally 
Calvinifis, 60—55. Some who are C&lvinifts, not to 
be defcribed as preachers of predeftination, 54, 56m 
Not Solifidians, 78 — 83. Maintain the necefiity of 
good works, but do not enforce them by the fame 
•rgumeuts that others ufe» 80, 81. Why juftification 
by faith, fo frequent a topic of tuftrudion among them, 
91 • Not to be identified with the Puritans, 123. Never 
interfere with the government, or coniUtution of the 
eftabliflied Church, Ufid, Prefer the Church uf England 
to all other ecdeGafiical conllilutions, 126, 127. In- 
difcretions of fome who were firft diftinguiihed by the 
name, 136. Compahfon between fome who firft re- 
ceived the naniei ^ud fume who are at prf fent diftip. 
guifhed by itj 136\ 137. No fund for the purchafe of 
livings for them, I49. Have beep the caufe of ej^cit- 
ing a more general attention |u fome important doc- 
trines of ChrilUanityi l£3, 164, Hints to fupriiurs 
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refpe£liug the treatment of (hem, 169^172* Tlieir 
loyaltyi l65. Eoumeration of feveral faults exifting 
among theip, 151 — 162» How grieved fome of them 
are, by the publications of others, 176. Advifed to be 
fuperior to any refledlons caft on them in the woHis of 
pious auflhprs, 301, note. Some of tbem fbrfaken by 
their own parifliioners, as not being fufficiently evange« 
lical, 2039 i^^c. 

Evangelical fentimenttj no fuflicient pledge either of ▼irtue, 
<tr of the qualification^ required for the cbriilian miuiftry, 
303. 

BxampUf much of the Aicceft of clergymen eminent for it, to 
be attributed to that alone, 348. 

Exemplarinefi in a clergyman defcHbedi S4B* Its good effe^ 
on the profeffion, 351. 

Expenfive kabiU^ ufe of a clergyman's aYoiding themy 358* 

J^temporary preachings few equal to it, 332, 333* Contains 
in general but little inftmaion, 333* Bad effeas of 
adopting this mode in early life, 334. 

Extranrdinary piety ^ inftances of, how treated by a devout 
mind, 225. 



F. 

faU of mas, the failure of the Chriftiaa miniftry (where 
properly executcfd,) one of the ftrongdl proofii di it» 
313. 

fumiiiar intercour/e with ptrfone d^f^eQtd to ih Ckmrdk ef 
England^ not a becoming tiling in a clei^gyman of the 
eftahliihment, 366* 

Faults imperceptibly incurred^ to be guarded againft by fre- 
quent revilals of condua, 363. 

Feathers tavern ajfociation^ members of, not all extind, 125, 
note. 

Fences of reUgumt encroachments of the world upon tbem to 
be refifted, 197. The nieceffity of attending to this duty 
in the prefent day, 210, note, 

G. 

penuine piety, may exift under Unfavourable appearance. 
How treated hy an en lightened and candid mind, 268. 

Gibbon, quoted, 278, note, 

Gilpin Bernard^ a great pattern to parochia) clergymen, 
347. 
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Gifrnme^ quoted, 109' 

Grand jur^ff cbarge to, tl^e religious §Qd monU beariiigt it 

ilioald hav«y 27 h 
Qra^f quoted ?^. 



flallt Bi/knt hit compliant refpeAing the diviAont of the 

Englim clergy on the iubjeft of the diTioe decrees, 48* 
ffearerit apt to copy the worft part of the preachers they 

admire, 545* 
Holt Spirit, the Scripture doArine of, aflbrdsthe hope 

of a refonnatioii in the nioft diflblute times, 250. 
ffookerf his accoupt of the methods by which the Puritaqy 

difaffeded the people, 116—119. 9^^^» ?^> ^'^^ 
fforace^ quoted, 1S8. ' 

MorJUy^ Bt/hop, quoted, 75. 
Hurd, Bi/kopf quoted^ 2f 5. 
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Jmfi ii« 94t obfervations on tl|is pafl^e, 83-rS7. Wh^t 
was the queftion before ihe writer ot it, 86, 87* 

Jmptrftd ^ifrekt9i/iomf teaphers of Chrifti^ity (hould eo* 
deavour to provide ^gaiufl this, in the tera^ they ufe, 
338. 

/nONH^ca/f offQfidm^parifl^9 1)^ im^porUpce of their fpbere, 
193. 

Jndtpmdqiee of d^tfSetf a niinifterial virtue, 366. 

iM/trMSiom^ \he conveyance of it, fliould be a main objeA m 
the views of a preacher, 330. 

Jntelligibk ttrmif their importance ii^ adminiftering religious 
iiiftruftion, 336. 

Jahifimf Dr. cjuoted, 288, ?90. 

Judges^ what opportupities their ofl^oe affords them of for* 
wardiog the purpofesof Chrifiianity, 269 — 273. 

purification by faiihy dodrine of, not a copftituent part of 
Calviniiin, 74» 7£? ?lcld by i\rminiu8, m ftated by 
Calvin in his IuAitutfS| 75, 7$* Not always enforced 
judiciouily, 77, 94. Not fet up to the prejudice of 
morality, 80. Not ^^^ded by Jam. iL 24, 87, 88. 
Does not interfere ifith U|e oblig^^tien of the moral law, 
93* Hint to thofe whq eqlofce it, 93* Aflerted by 
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ir^^^< Mora/tVjf of the queftion^ a prime confi deration in parliaoieiH 

^. T^"] ^^ry difculTions, ^77* • 

'^<?<f / ■' itivral principUif a ground work of pious orthodoxyt 137* 

N. 

Vonctrnformity^ difference between Ihofe who began, and thob 
>. who may continue it, 212* What now remains to be 

done in thifl cafe, 214. 
""''<!.« Nnr/eries for domtftic ftrvanU^ where they might be found» 

286. 



'^ka^. 
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^ Oaiki, fhould be folemnly adraintftered in courts of jufiite, 

271. 
Obedience^ how bed enforced, 92. 
ObtenUf Bi^op^ quoted, 22S. 

Old dhines^ works of, more in demand of late» a good figm 
352, n^te. 
^ OvertoH^ his ** Troe Churchmen afcertainad/' noticed, 22^. 

^ Siri^ares on that work, 230, note. 



PariiamemiMry proceedings^ the care to be taken in them, of 

the eftablilhed Church, 275. Of the maintenance of 

the officiating clergy, 276. And of the fandioning any 

meafures inimical to religion, 877* 
ParUmnemtary questiom rehtroc to rtUgum^ how they flioold 

be treated, 273. 
Paroekini mmijttr^ what advantages he poflefies for promoting 

the falvation of mankind, 113, 245. Eulogiumon his 

fitoation, 295* 
Paroekiai ekrgy^ their labours the main fupport of piety and 

moralsy 194. How they might be refpeded and be- 

loved, 246. 
^artUlitkt, varioos kinds found among thofe whom a ChriAian 

minifter has to intiru^, 325. What line of condud to 

be purfued in reference to them, ibid. 
PartifiuUf eafy to make, 3l6. 
i^atrktMH orders^ the infrequency of their attendance on 

public worihip^ 191. Obfenrations on preacbingi in 

jrefertfice to iheni, 19I1 192* 
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Pfft(i» 5/. bit example in icttog on the opiuion of othcrt , 962. 

Payley^ Archdeacon , quoted, 102, IO6. ' 

fei^f quoted, 30. 

PiOffim^ his Letter on ** the dangfra which threaten the 

£ftabli(bed ReUgion/' obferrations on, lj24. 
Polemical turn of mind^ not a &vourable omen in ^ |»^rocfaial 

minifter, 34 )t 
fofidarityf often attends the mioiftry of inferior ment ITS. 
P^ular pre^cken^ a few in a countrj, a vpry inadequate 

provifion againft general irrejigion, 18iH-lSK>« The 

condnd of thofe who may attend their churchei, from 

other pari(hes» confi4ered, 202, 203. 
partraitt of clergymen^ publiflied without their confeot, . iZtt 

Pottt Jrekdeacan^ his ^ con^d^rations on the Chriftian cove* 
nant" noticed. 83«-^5« 

Primer for alljkttes qfrneUf ought to make part of the private 
devotions of Chriftiana of even^ cooditton» 24B. 

f rcffcAtagy a new (train of, introduced foon after ike re^ 
fUuration of Charles Ilr 130. fanlte of this, and of the 
preceding kind, 131— 133. Introdudipn of this kind 
of it would probably have been regretted by fome of ite 
authors, had they hved to fee the coqlequeQces of their 
aa, 135. The author's idea of the moft ufeful kind, 
138.> The.little to be learned from the allegorical kind, 
157* The hurtful tendency of the hypochondriacal kind, 
ihid. The ludicrous condemned, 1 59 — 162. Would not 
ordinarily be c^baraAerised by deep refear^h, in a pro* 
iperous ftate of religion, 2^8. Whom it would degrade, 
if genemlly well adminUlerBd, ^$9* The parochial kind« 
Aiould be free from fefinenente, 319. Faulty when it 
favours a criticifing di^ofition, 339* Objeftions that 
lie againft it when controver£al, 340. Seems to be the 
great meaus» which 6od has in all periods made ule of, 
tor the converfion and falvatiop of mankind, 345. ^ 
the only channel through which religipus knowledge i| 
conveyed to many, 34d, Sisi. Excelling in it may 
oonfift with great want of other mini^erial quaiificationa 
and virtues, 346. 

PrrfermefUf the little ground that many have to expeA it, 350. 

Private firtuee^ not fuQicient in public ftations, 208. 

Protijtont durchuf Catholic treatment of each other, though 
of different cooltitution, commended, 264. 

Profktfjfing9f exercifes fo called in the reign of Elifabetb, 
why fupprefied, 142* 

Pvfklk'h(n{feef the bane of a neighbourhood^ 9^1^f 



INDEX* 

fMic meafltret inimical to religion, endanger tfae tiinpor^ 

welfare of a ftate, ^7* 
Pul]^^ what good eifeds the appearance of the fuperior 

clergy in il would probably haY^, 236. 
^mplSf modern clergjniea under the neceffity of taking them | 

the ill tendency of this circumftance, 276, note* 
puritans, their virulencet Hit ll5. llnfairnefs of their 

vindicators, II 5» Sought the fubverfion of the Church 

of England, ll6. DifalTedion they difleminated among 

the people, ll6 — lip. The check they g^ve to the 

Reformalion, H^» ^^l, 122. 



R. 

flankf no fecurity againft the opprobrium inenrred by being 

aealous in tha caufe of religion, 210l 
jRtndmgf fhould go beyond the religious prodottona of the 

prefentdav, 311^ 
Ref0nmttimit ike. progreA of it checked by the proeeedingv 

of the Puritajis, 1 14. Had iu corrapt abetlorsi l68. 

Not the work of private men* \9S. 
Ktformerif tke, their work cbaraderiaed. 111 — 114. The 

flrottger expreffions found in the writiiigiB of fome of 

them, not to be taken as proof, that they required a 

higher Calvinifm in the mmifiars of the eilahlilhed 

Cbarch, than its formularies exprabi 1 1$, no/t. Were 

equal, in refped of talents, to the agia in which they 

appeared, 26l. 
iLdigion^ g^eral fenfe of it, how aided by judicial proceed* 

ipgs, S7|, fi73# How by parliamentary ones, 874. 
^jtSfU^us ckaracterSf foperior, when genuine, to men of the 

world, £68* The vexations which pious deigymea 

endure from fome of this clais, 314. 
JUHgioui fublkaiioni^ fome contemptible ones noticed, J7fft 

171. 
Renueif^ Dr. hb obfervation on reverencing the Sabbalhf SIO. 

His obfervation on the importance of dodrin#, SAT. 
K<pdMi o e rt» of eonim/va^/lal trn^M^ cenitired, S04. 
J^cvisBv, in what, fucb as are conduded by Dtienters are 

likely to be deficient, 199, Mtf^- Hint to clergymen of 

the Church of England refpeaing them, 198, neic 
Rnifai of am^ktB, raoommended to Chnftian miniAefa, as a 

means of preventing any deviatieos firom their righl 

^urfe, 353« 



Mcvivalin religion^ encouragement to hope for a oationa] on^ 
253. Nothing refembling fuch an event, to be traced in 
the records of heathenifm, note, 253. Pad inftauces of 
this kind, were probably preceded by the iutercedions 
of a pious remnant, 254. A mod defirable ilate of 
things, though not free irom human infirmities, 235, 
260. 

Revolution^ interruption of public worfliip may eventually 
lead to it, 278, note. 

Ronum Cathoiits^ complete toleration of, difficulty of the 
queftion, 274. 

S. 

Sifhbatkf violations of it, noticed, 209, note. Obliteration of 

it, the mod certain means of extirpating ChriftiaDity, 

ibid. The opportunity which a judge has, of enforcing 

its obfervance, 272. 
Seeker^ Jrchbijhop, quoted, 194. 
ScfiptureSf their fufficiency, if f«rioully ftadied, for prodacing 

right fentimeots in religion, 206. 
Scripture temu^ why they fliould not be alMuidoned, 537* 
Scriptural injtru&ionf its fuperiority, 320. 
Select hearers^ ill effeA of making their approbation tke 

principal end of a fermon, 318. 
Sentence of deaths padiug, that folenin a^ noticed, 27S« 
SermoMy ihoUld end with fomething preceptive, 327* 
Separptiifm^ the tendencies of ito increafe dated, l6 — ^20. 

Succefs of its miniders accounted for, 33—37* 
Skakefpeare^ quoted, 371* 
Sinipiicityt how far to be carried in adminiftering religious 

indrudion, 319» 320. 
Simjifon'i *' Pleufor Religion/' noticed, 350, note. 
Society for the Supprefion of Ktc€, Biftiop of Landafi fermon 

before, 147. 
'for the relief of poor pioui Clergymen^ SfC* account of, 

147. 
, , — . ' for Mijfiont to Africa and the Eajtj noticed, 148. 

Standing minijtry in tke ckurckt objedion to it obviated, by 
the adiduity of fuch clergymen as are not likely to obtain 
preferment, 359* 

Sunday, giving dinners on this day, prevents many from 
attending divine worftiip, 7. How fmall a portioaof 
the day goes to religioq, among fome who acknowledge 
the obligation of attending public warfiiip, 7> noie, 11( 
tSe& of military exercifes on this day, 278, note. 



\ 



INDEX. 

Superior JldtionSf inattention of fome religious men to perfoni 

in them, cenfured, 363* 
Sjifiem of fefioral occupations^ exemplified in the I.ii'e of 

Bernard Gilpin, recommended, 340. 



T. 

TaUntSj the church not likely to have a due (hare of them, 

276» note. 
Toy lor f Jeremy^ quoted, 23, 198. 
Temper^ apt to be foured by unjuft furmifes, caution againft 

fuch an effed, 36 !• 
Tempering ofmindM^ fliould be a principal objed of a Chriftian 

minifter*8 endeavours, 343* 
Temporal interejl^ purfued by means of religious profeflion, 

.281, note. 
Th^logical 0udkty figns of their reviving, 352, note. 
TJ^onifon^ quoted, 339. 
Toleration^ in danger of becoming extinct, by an unqualified 

extenfion of it to the intolerant, 275. 
Tmiks of importance^ not to be flighted by an eftablifhed 

clergy, becaufe sealoufly inculcated by fedaries, C21. 

Care to be taken, that none occupy attention to the 

negled of others, 329. 

V. 

Village pajtors^ importance of their province, 194. Devoted- 

nefs of fome defcribed, 175. 
yirgilf quoted, 344. 
Unitarian rexiewere^ their condud with refped to the clergy 

called Evangelical, 125, note. Endeavour to ftimulale 

the fuperior clergy, to attempt alterations in the church, 

ibid. 

Unher^hef Engli/h, the greater quantity of adual bufmefs 

now done in many of their colleges, a good fign, 352 

noie. 
Urhamty^ an effed of Chriftianity, 363. Attention to it 

recommended, S64. 
Ufage^ deviations from it in clerical duties objedcd to, 306 

309. 

W. 

iVaterlanif quoted, 79, 85. 

iVkiiaktrf Tkomat DtmAam^ quoted, 229, 288. 



INDEX. 

tfaObn^ Bijhop, quotetf, 147* 

WUfon, Bijhopj his cuilom of frequently preaching iii hoi 

diocefe, 236. . 
Words f to be c ho fen with a view to things, 358. 
IVotld, fuperiority to it, a Chriftiafi minifter's Itrengtb, 3&4 — ^ 

368. 
fForldfy-mindcd clergy fdtn^ defcribed, fg — 31. 
Worldly inter^, two ways of purfuing it, 367* 
fFptr/hip^ religiottif the vail numbers in the metropolis who 

never attend it, 8. I^ublic meafures that interfere witft 

iii endanger the ftability of govemmenti 27 S, mait^ 



Y. 
Taung, quoted, Iltf. 

Young men at the unhtrjity educating fif the churchy hints o6 
the encouragement of piety in them, 24CIL 

t. 

iedl^ with wdat qtialifications and dtfpofitioni^ it IhooU he 

accoapanied, 215, 2 1 6. 
ZtaH in eccUfiuJlical/upcriorei its influence en the parochkii 

ckrgy, 239. 




EKIIAIA. 



Face 19.1iBe 11, dele ef 
M. 49, -~> ?• aud f 4 for CiUwmj/in read Cainnj/M 

— 69» -* €9^ for ffforC read rtfirt 

— 156» — 19» for aijurgmtoiy read eVuf^patory 

— 164^ — 16* for were read ore 

— t34» •— 96i for mtrrcou/r read intercwrfe 
.^ t48» — 3» for the revical ef read • rtvival in 
«te t75» «^ f, forylcip rcadJilMi 

4^ 34^ — Ui for Mitred read induce 
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